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The materials of this work were originally collated in Japan 
to assist my students in their English studies, and a Japanese 
edition of the Dictionary ippeared in the year 1888. The 
phrases that recur so often in English books and in conversa- 
tion, conveying a meaning to the native English ear which a 
rational dissection of their component parts quite fails to 
supply, had not previously been collected in a handy volume. 
An excellent work, it is true, by a Chinaman, Kwong's Die- 
tionari/ of English Phrases, came out about ten years ago. 
The author received in its compilation valuable help from 
eminent xVmcrican scholars, and its delinitions and examples 
arc excellent. Tlie objections to the work are, first, that 
Jlritish, as distinguLshed from American phrases, are con- 
.spicuous by their absence; secondly, that the arrangement is 
iirbitrarj' and confusing; thirdly, that the examples, though 
apt and good in themselves, do not bear the very useful 
mpimutur of .some w(‘ll-known author’s name. Tlnsy are 
ma(l(! for the occasion, imstead of having been picked up in 
reading. A fourth objection to the work is, that it is largely 
imuhi up of definitions of single words. 
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In the present volume, instead of attempting to divide the 
work into chapters treating of colloquial phrases,” cant 
phrases/' slang phrases,” and so forth, I have thrown the 
whole into alphabetical form, and have marked by letters the 
category to which, in my opinion, the phrases ought to belong. 
This classification may be studied or may be neglected as suits 
the convenience or the taste of the consulted I fear its distinc- 
tions may not please every one, and that the classification must 
be looked upon merely as an approach to an ideal division, 
•which, even in more capable hands, would not be regarded as 
final. 

The division I have chosen is ourfold, and in a descend- 
ing scale of dignity, — Prose, Conversational, Familiar, Slang. 
By JBrose (P) phrases, I understand such phrases as Macaulay 
or Matthew Arnold might use in their serious writings. 
Conversational (C) phrases, again, are suitable for use in social 
intercourse, at gatherings where strangers are present, and 
where we weigh our words before uttering them. Fainiliar 
(F) phrases are less dignified, and are only in place where we 
are speaking unreservedly among intimates. The lowest cate- 
gory of all is that of Slang (S) phrases, which are generally of 
a local or technical nature — that is, they are fully understood 
only by those of a certain locality, coterie, or profession. Such 
is the language of the forecastle, of the school-ground, or of the 
mine. 

This Dictionary does not pretend to exhaust the list of 
slang phrases, but only to give those which have crept into 
ordinary use, and are understood, although they may not be 
used, by all educated people. At least eighty per cent, of the 



phmses are freshly ga'^ered. I must, however,, gratefully 
acknowledge indebtedness to Oasseirs Enoydopmdic BicHonwry^ 
to the Supplementm'y Sngliah Glosscx/ry of Rev. T. L. 0. Davies, 
to Wright’s Provimial Dictionmry^ to the fourth edition of Dr. 
Samuel Johnson’s English Dictionary^ and to the Slang Dic- 
tionary published by Messrs, Chatto. and Windus. 


Imperial University, Tokyo, 
Japan. 


J. M. D. 




EXPLANATION OP SIGNS. 


E Oood Prose, The phrase is used in serious composition. 

0. Converscttional The phrase is used in polite conversation. 

F. FemUiar, The phrase is used in familiar conversation, but is 
not admissible in polite society, 

S. Slang, The phrase is vulgar, and should be avoided- 



DICTIO^fART 


OF 

IDIOMATIC ENGLISH PHRASES. 


A 

A,— -4 y-lirst-class ; very good. F. ‘‘A 1 at Lloyds is the term 
applied to a vessel of the best construction and in the best condition 
for sailing. Lloyd’s Coffee-house in London was the resort of sea- 
captains, and the name Lloyd’s ” is still retained for the head- 
([uarters of the shipping interest in London. Here people get the 
latest shipping intelligence and transact marine insurances. 

They say the snow’s all packed down already, and the goings is A B. 
Howkllh. 

"One of them takes his five pints of ale a day, and never leaves off smoking, even 
at his meals.” 

Ho must be a first-rater,” said Sam. 

A 1,” replied Mr. Rokor.— Dickens, 

J3;cp?u.Ra{ma.~Mr. Rcker replied that he was a first-rate fellow. 

Aback.— ^0 tith aJmd-Ao surprise or astonish. P. Originally a sea 
phrase ; used when the sails were suddenly shifted in order to stop 
the vessel or give it a backward motion. 

The boy, in soa phrase, was taken all aback.— Hood. 

Madame Mantilini still said no, and said it, too, with such determined and resolute 
lll-tompor that Mr. Mantilini was clearly taken aback.— -Dickens. 

A B 0,—TU A B C of any mhjeQt—i\& rudiments ; its elementary prin- 
ciples. P. 

Many farmers seem not at all inclined to observe the very A B C of morality as 
regards the payment of just debts,-%c<afor, 1BB7, 

Father and mother lived in King Street, Soho. He was a fiddle-maker, and taught 
me the A B C of that science at odd times,— Eeade. 
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Abide. — To ahkU hy — to fulfil j to refuse to depart from ; to carry 
out. P, 

Who is the happy warrior?. . .. 

It is the generous spirit 

Who, with a natural instinct to discern 

What knowledge can perform, is diligent to learn ; 

Abides by this resolve, and stops not there, 

But makes his moral being his first care. — WonDswoRTn. 

The rules were fixed, and I must abide by them. — T yndall. 

Counsellor Molyneux steadily abided by his word. — Maria Edgeworth. 

Above. — Ahove-hoard — openly ; without trickery. C. The man who 
cheats at cards keeps his hands under the table or board. 

“ I've no patience with you,” he said angrily. “ Why can’t you be fair and above- 
board ? Wm. Black. 

Now all is open and above-board with yon.— A. Trollope. 

Abraham.— sham Ahraham — (a) to feign sickness or distress. S. 
An Abraham-man in England was a licensed beggar, who; on account 
of mental weakness, had been placed in the Abraham Ward of Betlile- 
hein Hospital, and was allowed on certain days to go a-begging. Nu- 
merous impostors took advantage of this privilege. 

I have heard people say 
That sham Abraham you may, 

But you mustn’t sham. Abraham Newland. — From aii Old Song. 

Mxp.—l have heard people say that you may impose on people by a tale of distress, 
but you must not impose on Abraham Newland (who was cashier to the Bank of 
England and signed its notes. This, of course, would be a penal offence). 

{&) to dissimulate ; to pretend ignorance. S. 

“ Ay, drat it ; that you know as well as I do, Cramraon,” replied Mr. Quirk, with 
not a little eagerness and trepidation. “ Come, come, it’s ratlior late in the day to 
sham Abraham.”— S. Warren. 

Abroad.— abroad— (a) in a state of mental perplexity. F, 

The female boarder in black attire looked so puzzled, and, in fact, all abroad (per- 
plexed), after the delivery of this “counter” of mine, that I left her to recover her 
wits, and went on with the conversation.— Holmes. 

He is such a poor, cracked, crazy creature, with his mind all abroad.— A. Trol- 
lope. 

{h) having the senses confused ; without complete control of one’s 

organism. E. 

At the twelfth round the latter champion was all abroad, as the saying is, and liad 
lost all presence of mind and power of attack or defence.— Thackerav. 

The schoolmaster is abroad — good education is spreading everywhere. P. 

Let the soldier be abroad if he will, he can do nothing in this age. There is an- 
other personage— a personage less imposing ; in the eyes of some, perhaps, insignifi- 
cant. The schoolmaster is abroad, and I trust to him, armed with his primer, 
against the soldier in full military array. — ^Loan Brougham. 

Account.— account— m part payment. A business phrase, used 
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when two persons have dealings with each other, and the account 
between them is only partly settled by any pa 3 nnent. 

“Give the driver this half sovereign,” whispered Captain Ablewhite. “Tell him 
it is on account, and that he has a good fare.” — B. L. Farjeon. 

To give cl good account of— to be successful with. F. 

The terrier gave a good account of the rats (was successful in killing many of them). 

I'd lay onds account ivith — ^to expect ; to look forward to. P. 

The lurors must have laid their account with appearing (expected to appear) before 
the Star Chamber.— H allam. 

To take into account — to* make allowance for. C. 

As to its adventurous beginning, and all those little circumstances which gave it a 
distinctive character and relish, he took them into account.— D ickens. 

Acknowledge. — ^0 acknowledge the corn — to admit the truth of a 
statement. S. 

“ What did the man say when you arrested him!”— “ He- said he was drunk.”— 
“ I want his precise words, just as he uttered them. He did not use the pronoun he, 
did he?”— “Oh yes, he did; he said he was drunk— he acknowledged the corn.” 
The Court (getting impatient at witness’s stupidity), “ You don’t understand me ; I 
want the words as he uttered them. Did he say, ‘ I was drunk ’ ? ” Witness (zeal- 
ously), “Oh no, your honour; he didn’t say you was drunk. I would not allow 
any man to charge that upon you in my presence ! ” — Law Magazine^ 1887. 

Act. — To act a ^art — to behave hypocritically; to conceal one’s real 
feelings, P. 

Miss Wilmot’s reception was mixed with seeming neglect, and yet I could perceive 
she acted a studied part (designedly concealed her real feelings). — Goldsmith. 

Was the young man acting a part, or was he really ignorant of the rumour?— W m. 
Black. 

Act of God — an event which cannot be prevented by any human fore- 
sight, but is the result of uncontrollable natural forces : for example, 
when a ship is struck by lightning and destroyed. P. 

The act of God, fire, and all the dangers and accidents of the sea, are not accepted 
as ordinary risks. 

To ham act or part — another form of to have art or part. See Aut. 

But I declare I had neither act nor part in applying the thumbscrew to the Span- 
ish captain. — G. A. Sala. 

To actuj) to a 2:>rQmise or — to behave in a suitable way, con- 

sidering what promises or profession one has made ; to fulfil what one 
promises or professes to regard as a duty. P. 

It isn't among sailors and fishermen that one finds genuine blackguardism. They 
have their code, such as it is, and upon the whole I think they act up to it.— W. E. 
Nuiuiih, in Good jrords, 1887. 

ALdL,—Ad avizandum, or to avizandum— m.\>o further consultation and 
consideration. C. A Scottish legal phrase. Latin. 

Meanwhile I shall take your proposal ad avizandum (consider your proposal more 
carefully). 
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Ad interim — for the meantime; serving for the present intervcal. P. 
Latin. 

The work is hard, but not hopeless ; and the road to success does not lie through 
an (id interim teaching of false creeds. — Spectator, 18S7. 

The divorce (of Josephine) may indeed be said to have actually taken place ; yet 
the cruel obligation was laid on her of being, in fact, ad interim, the deputy of her 
successor. — Temple Bar, 1S87- 

Ad libitum — as much as you please ; to any extent. P. Latin. 

Very well, gentlemen, torture your prisoners ad libitum; I shall interfere no 
more.— E ea.db. 

And, with true Macaulayan art, they are so arranged as to suggest their being but 
specimens from a store which might be drawn on ad libitum. —National Bevicu', 
1SS7. 

Ad naumam — until people are tired and sick of the subject. P. 

And so on, and so on ad nauseam, proceeds that anonymous retailer of petty 
scandal. — Edinlmruh Bevie^a, 1SS7. 

Ad valorem — according to the value. P. Latin. 

An ad mlorem duty of five per cent- is imposed on all goods coming into Japan. 

Adam.— old Adam — the evil natiu'o within a man. C. Originally 
a religious phrase. 

But Dan was not to be restrained, and breaking into the homespun (colloquial)— a 
sure indication tliat the old Adam was having the upper hand— he forthwith plunged 
into some chaff, etc.— Hall Caine. 

Adam\^ ale or Adam's tvine— pure water. C. 

We’ll di'ink Adam’s ale.— H ood 

Some take a glass of porter to their dinner, but 1 slake my thirst with Adam’s 
wine. 

tSfoil of Adam — a man. 0. 

But as all sons of Adam must have something or other to say to the rest, and 
especially to his daughters, this little village carried on some commerce with the 
outer world. — Blackmore. 

Exp.—Tixit as all m.en need to have friendly intercourse with other men, and 
especially with vwnen, this little village, though very retired, carried on some deal- 
ings with the outer world. 

Adam's apiiU — the projection in the neck under the chin. P. 

Having the noose adjusted and secured by tightening above his Adam’s apple.— 
Daily Tele(jraph, iS6o. 

N'ot to blow a man from Adam~io be (luito unacriuainted with him ; 
to be unable to recognize him. P. 

“To my knowledge,” again interposed Jlr. Lethbridge, “I have never seen his 
face. I shouldn’t know him from Adam if ho stood before me now.”— B. L. Faiu kon, 

Boyston then asked him if the drunken man was his friend ; but this the other 
denied, saying that he had just picked him up from the foot-path, and did not know 
him from Adam. — rER<iiUS W. Hume. 

Addresses. — To pay one's addresses to — to court ; to approach a huly as 
a suitor for her hand in marriage. P. 

He was said to be paying lii.s addresses to Lady Jane .Sheepshanks, Lord South- 
down’s third dautrhter.— TuACKKitAV. 
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Advantag6. — admutage — fav^ourably ; in a good light. P. 

To see the lower portion of this glacier to advantage.— T yndall. 

To take advantaye of — to use for the furtherance of one’s own pur- 
poses. P. 

Here was material enough for the craft of "William to take advantage of.— Pree- 

MAN. 

Affaire.— -4 ffaire dt coeiir — affair of the heart ; a love affair. C. A 
Prench phrase. 

He had travelled abroad in the interval, and passed through a very serious affaire 
de cceiir, --Quarterly JReview, 18S7. 

After. — After all — nevertheless; when all things are considered. P. 
Generally used to introduce some circumstance of a more favourable 
or pleasing nature. 

Yet after all he was a mere mortal.— W ashington Irving. 

‘‘After all, Balfour,” said Mr. Jewsbury with philosophic resignation, “there are 
compensations in life.” — Wm. Black, 

A fter a man^s own soul or heart — exactly what he likes or admires. 

“ Give me a kiss, my dear boy,” said Pagan, with tears in his eyes. “You’re after 
my own soul.” — Thackeray. 

It was, indeed, a representative gathering, after the Talberts' own hearts.— Hugh 
Conway. 

Afternoon. — An afternoon farmer — one who loses the best time for 
work ; a lazy, dilatory man. F. 

John was too much of an afternoon farmer to carry on the business successfully. 

jS^p.— John’s habits were too dilatory for him to succeed in the business. 

Age. — To come of aye— to reach the age of twenty-one, when the law 
permits a man to manage his own affairs. P. 

She was now nearly twenty-three. Having, when she came of age, succeeded to 
her late mother’s third of old Talbert’s possessions, she was independent both by age 
and by income.— Hugh Conway, 

— All agog — in a state of activity or restless expectation. F. 

So throe doors off the chaise was stayed, 

Where they did all get in : 

Six precious souls, and all agog 

To dash through thick and thin. — C owpbr. 

— Bix precious souls, and very eager to dash through every obstacle. 

He found the village all agog with expectation. — Heade. 

Agreeable.— make the agreeaUe to— to strive to entertain ; to be a 
pleasant companion to. C. 

With which laudable and manly resolution our dashing major proceeded to make 
the agreeable to his guests, — G. J. Whyte-Melville. 

Airs.-*-^^ oneself airs— to be conceited or arrogant in behaviour. C. 

“ And these girls used to hold their heads above mine, and their mother used to 
give herself such airs,” said Mrs. Baynes.— Thackekav. 
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In the air— [a) prevalent; found everywhere. C. 

a?h 0 se expressions and points of view were not peculiar to Pliilo. They were, so 
to speak, in the air. — F. W. Faebar. 

He is alive to the fact that “ socialistic risings” are in the air all over Europe.— 
Spectator, Feb. IS, ISSS. 

{b) (in military usage) without support or proper }pi’otectioii. 

The extreme left of the Allied front was, in military dialect, “in the air”— that is, 
protruded into the open country, without natural or artificial protection to its 
outer flank. — Garunee. 

(c) unsubstantial; visionary; having no real existence. P. Gener- 
ally after the word castles. 

And if our dwellings are castles in the air, we find them excessively splendid and 
commodious.— Thaokeray. 

Aladdin.—-^ lamp — a lamp which gave its owner, or rather the 

person who rubbed it, everything he wished. P- See Arahktii 
Nights^ Entertainments. 

Goodi\fill is almost as expeditious and effectual as Aladdin’s lamp.— M aui a Euoe- 

WORTH. 

In all its (the career of Henry IV.) vicissitudes there is nothing more romantic 
than that sudden change, as by a rub of Aladdin’s lamp, from the attorney’s otiice in 
a county town of Illinois to the helm of a great nation in timc.s like these.— J. K. 
Lowell on Abraham Lincoln. 

Alert* — On the alert — watchful; ready to observe whatever is 
passing. P. 

But those who were stationed at the look-out were equally on the alert.— C.vr'r. 
Marry AT. 

The Paris student. . , .whose fierce republicanism keeps gendarmes for ever mi the 
alert.— Thackeray. 

All. — M along. See Along. 

To he all things to another — to accommodate oneself in every way to his 
wants, moods, or caprices. C- 

She had sworn that more than ever she would be all things to her husband.- - 
Marion Crawford. 

On all fours. See Pour. 

All in all— [a] supreme; all-powerful; of the first importance. P. 

The then Prime Minister was all in all at O.xford. — A. TROLi.oJa;. 

Fashion, you know, ladies, is all in all in these things, as in evcrytliing else.— • 
Maria Edgeworth. 

[h) the dearest object of affection. P. 

Desdemona, a happy young wife, till a wicked enchanter’s hreath suddenly wTai»3 
her in a dark cloud, is all in all to (intensely loved and admired by) her husband. ■ 
Blacfiwood’s Magazine, 18S7. 

Mamma and I arc all in all together, and we shall remain together. — A, Tkolhu'E- 

I was all in all to him then. — Thackebav. 

-—(c) (adverl dally) completely; entirely. P. 

Take him for all in all, 

I shall not look upon his like again. -SHAKEsii'EAUE. 
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Trust me not at all or all in all. — Tennyson. 

When he (Lord Carteret) dies, the best head in England dies too, take it for all in 
all (if we consider the matter in every aspect).-— Chesterfield. 

To he all one — to make no difference. If. 

Mr. Carker presently tried a canter, — Kob was still in attendance,— then a short 
gallop. It was all one to the boy. — ^Dickens. 

All of a heap. See Heap. 

All {ill) my eye and Betty Martin — nonsense; not to be believed. Found 
also in tlie contracted form, All {in) my eye. S. This phrase is at 
least three hundred years old. 

Says he, “ It fairly draws tears from me,” and his weak eye took to lettin’ off its 
water. So as soon as the chap went, he winks to me with t’other one, quite knowin’, 
as much as to say, You see it’s all in my eye. Slick ; but don’t let on to any one 
about it that I said so. — Halibubton. 

He said, “It really draws tears from me,” and his weak eye began to let 
off its water. So as soon as the man went, he winked to me with the other one, 
quite slyly, as if to say, You see it’s all humbug. Slick ; but do not tell any one that 
I said so. 

Why, she told him you were rather nervous about horses, and that you were 
rather alarmed at what I said about the old mare. That was all my eye, you know. 
She (the mare) is as quiet as an old cow.— Eiioda Broughton. 

All the same — nevertheless; notwithstanding. F. 

The captain made us trim the boat, and wo got her to lie a little more evenly. All 
the same, we were afraid to breathe. — E. L. SrEVSNSON. 

A talk on ethics does not carry young people at a hand-gallop into the depths of 
emotion. It has its tendency, all the same. — Mrs. E. Lynn Linton. 

All serene — ^very good; all right. S. At one time a popular street cry 
ill London. 

“You will meet me to-night at the railway station, and bring me the money.” 
“ All serene” (Yes, I shall meet you and bring the money). 

Tom peeped under the bonnet, and found it, as he expressed himself, all 
serene.— G. J. Whyte-Melville. 

All there — clever; able; possessing quick faculties. 0. 

Our friend the judge is all there, I can tell you, and knows what he is about. 

Our friend the judge is a clever man, I assure you, and fully understands 
bow best to act. 

All and sundry — every one without distinction. P. 

Finally, he invited all and sundry to partake freely of the oaten cake and ale that 
he had himself brought from Ballymena.-— Hall Caine. 

Alxna. — Alrnamater — nourishing mother. A name often applied to a 
university by its graduates. P. Latin. 

The good men,— they who have any character, they who have that within them 
which can reflect cre<lit on their alma maters — they come through (their course of 
study at the university) scathless. — A. Trollope. 

Along. — Along o/— owing to; because of. P. 

“ I never had such luck, really,” exclaimed coquettish Miss Price, after another 
hand or two. “ It’s all along of you, Mr. Nickleby, I think.”— Dickens. 
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All along — during its wliole existence; the whole time. P. 

This impost was all along felt to be a great burden. — Fueem \.n. 

Alpha. — Alflia and omega — the beginning and tlie end. P. These 
are the first and last letters of the Greek alphabet. 

I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the ending, saith the Lord.—iJflr. i. 5. 

The alpha and omega of science. — H erschel. 

Here we have the beginning and the end, alpha and omega.— D ickens. 

Alt. — To he in alt — to be in an exalted frame of mind. C. An expres- 
sion taken from the vocabulary of music. 

“ Come, prithee be a little less in alt,” cried Lionel, “ and answer a man when he 
speaks to you.” — Madame D’Arblay, 

Altar. — To lead to the altai' — to marry. P. 

He to lips that fondly falter 
Presses hers without reproof ; 

Leads her to the village altar, 

And they leave her f.atiier’s roof. — T ennyson. 

On the 15th of May, in the year 1773, I had the honour and happiness to lead to the 
altar Honoria, Countess of Lyndon, widow of the late PJght Hon. Sir Charles Lyn- 
don, K.B.— -Thackeray. 

Alter. — Alter ego — other self ; one who is very near and dear to a per- 
son ; an inseparable friend. P. Latin. 

I am his alter ego—naj, he only sees what I choose to show 1dm, and through tlio 
spectacles, as it were, that I place on the bridge of his nose.—J. r.4.YN. 

Amende. — Amende honorahle — a sufficient apology and compensation 
for wrong done. P. French. 

The result of this determined conduct uas an amende honorahlo and peace.— Fttrf- 
nightly Eevieiu, 1SS7. 

Amiss. — To fahe (a thing) — to be offended by it; to resent it. C. 

You will not take it amiss if I take a cousin’s privilege.— A. TiunmoPE, 

Amour. — Amonr iwo’pre — self-esteem. P, K Freiieh phrase. 

But, at all events, you should save her amour proxi re from the .shock of any rebuir. 
—The Miatlctoe Bough, 1SS7. 

Angel. — To entertain an angel nnannir-'i—to l>e hos])itable to a guest 
whose good qualities are unknown. P. fSee tlie liible (<Jou. xvifi.) 
for the origin of the phrase. 

He had always esteemed his sister; but as he now confe.s.sud to himself, for these 
many years he had been entertaining an angel unawares (had not known how \M‘ry 
good a woman she was).— J. Payn. 

In the course of the evening .some one informed her that she wuis <tntertaining an 
angel unawares, in the shape of a composer of the greatest prondso,— W. K. Nonius, 
in Good Words, 1S87. 

Angels^ risits — pleasant visits, occurring v'cry rartdy. I\ 

How fading arc the joys wo dote upon, 

Like apparitions seen and gone ; 
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But those which soonest take their flight 
Are the most exquisite and strong : 

Like angels’ visits, short and bright, 

Mortality’s too weak to bear them long. —John Morris. 

In visits 

Like those of angels, short and far between. — B l.ur. 

The Angel of the Schools or the Atu/elic Doctor — a name given to Thomas 
Aquinas, the great scholastic philosopher. P. 

To lorite like an angel — to write beautifully (originally of calligraphy, 
and not of composition). 

This fanciful phrase has a very human origin. Among those learned Greeks who 
emigrated to Italy, and came afterwards into France in the reign of Francis I., was 
one Angelo Verjecto, whose beautiful calligraphy excited the admiration of the 
learned. The French monarch had a Greek fount cast, modelled by bis writing. 
His name became synonymous for beautiful writing, and gave birth to that familiar 
phrase, “ to write like an angel.” — Isaac D’Israeli. 

Here lies poet Goldsmith, for shortness called Noll, 

Who wrote like an angel, but talked like poor PoIL—Garrick. 

Animal. —Am'TTzaZ spirits — the Hveliness that comes from health and 
physical exhilaration. P. 

She had high animal spirits.— Jane Austen. 

Ape. — To lead apes — to he an old maid. P. This phrase comes from 
an old superstition that unmarried women suffered this punishment 
after death. 

Poor girl, she must certainly lead apes.— M rs. Centlivre. 

There was also another young lady, strong and staying as to wind and limb, who 
offered to run races with her suitors on the same terms of death or victory. But 
Love’s Nemesis came upon her too, for no one ever proposed to run with heron 
these terms, and she presently grew middle-aged and fat, and said that running races 
was unlady-like, and ought to have been discouraged long since, and it was wrong of 
her parents to encourage her. But it was too late ; and now she leadeth apes by a 
chain.— Bes ANT. 

Appeal. — To appeal to the country — to advise the sovereign to dissolve 
Parliament and ask the electors to send up new representatives. P. 

As soon as the necessary business could be got through, Parliament would be dis- 
solved, and an appeal made to the country (a new election of representatives made).— 
Justin McCarthy. 

Appearance. — To keep up appearances — to behave in a seemly way 
before others. 0. 

Ho w'as terribly afraid, likewise, of being left alone with either uncle or nephew ; 
appearing to consider that the only chance of safety as to keeping up appearances 
was in their being always all three together. — Dickens. 

Apple. — Apple of Sodom — a specious thing which disappoints. P. 
The so-called “ ap])les of Sodom,” as described by Josephns, had a fair 
appearance externally, but when bitten dissolved in smoke and dust. 

Tt will prove, when attained, a very ai)ple of Sodom, dying between the hand and 
the mouth. 
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Like to the apples on the Bead Sea shore, 

AH ashes to the taste.— B vhon. 

Apple of one^s eye — a much -prized treasure. P. The “ apple of the eye ” 
is the eye-hall, so called from its round shape : something very delicate 
and tender. 

He kept him as the apple of his eye. — Dexd. xxxii. 10. 

He would have protected Grace’s good repute as the apple of his eye. — Thomas 
Hardy. 

Poor Richard was to me as an eldest son, the apple of my eye.— Scott. 

To mahe apple-pie beds — to fold one of the sheets of a bed (removing the 
other) so as to make it impossible for the intending occupant to stretch 
his legs ; a common practical joke. P. 

No boy in any school could have more liberty, even where all the noblemen’s sons 
are allowed to make apple-pie beds for their masters (disarrange the beds of their 
teachers). — B l ac kmore, 

Apple of discord — something which causes strife. P. Eris, the goddess 
of hate, threw a golden apple among the goddesses, with this inscrip- 
tion attached, “To the most beautiful.” Three goddesses claimed 
the prize, and quarrelled over its possession — Hera, Pallas, and 
Aphrodite (Venus). Paris, son of Priam, was appointed arbiter, and 
decided in favour of the last. 

Not Cytherea (Venus) from a fairer swain 
Received her apple on the Trojan plain.— Falconer. 

It (the letter) was her long contemplated apple of discord, and much her hand 
trembled as she handed the document up to him. — Thomas Hardy. 

This great and wealthy church constantly formed an apple of discord (a subject of 
quarrel). — F reeman. 

A pple-pie order — extreme neatness. C. 

The children’s garden is in apple-pie order.— L ockhart. 

Susan replied that her aunt wanted to put the house in apple-pie order.— Kkade. 

April. — April fool — one sent on a bootless errand or otherwise deceived 
on the first of April — a day reserved for such practical joking. P. 

We retired to the parlour, where she repeated to me the strongest assurances of 
her love. I thought I was a made man. Alas ! I was only an April fool !— 
Thackeray. 

Apron-string. — Tied or pinned to a womanKs apron-nfrhitjs — continually 
in a woman’s company, unwilling to quit her side. E. 

If I was a fine, young, strapping chap like you, I should he ashamed of being milk- 
sop enough to pin myself to a woman’s apron-strings. — Bickens. 

And as for her, with lier little husband dangling at her apron-strings, as a call- 
whistle to be blown into when she pleases— that she should teach me my duty !— A. 
Trollope. 

Apropos. — Apropos — to the purpose ; appropriately. C. A French 
phrase. 
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With this sum they thought, to use their own expression, they were entitled to 
live in as great style and cut as grand a dash as any of the first families in Mon« 
mouthshire-— Mahia Edgewoe-th. 

Thus the humble artisan and his elephant cut a greater dash than lions and tigers, 
and mountebanks and quacks, and drew more money. — E eahe. 

To cut uji rough — to resent any treatment ; to show a disposition to 
quarrel. F. 

He’ll cut up so rough, Nickleby, at our talking together without him.— D ickens. 

To he cut up — to be distressed. C. 

Poor master ! he was awfully cut up (sorry) at having to leave you. 

Well then, of course, E was awfully cut up (in gi-eat affliction). I was wild. — 
G. Eeade. 

To cut o??e’.s’ eye-teeth — to become knowing ; to learn how to cheat 
another man. S. 

Them ’ere fellers (those fellows there — Scotsmen) cut their eye-teeth (learned crafty 
ways) afore they ever sot foot in this country (America), I expect. — Halieurton. 

The cut of ove^ijih — one’s rig, or personal appearance ; the peculiarities 
of one’s dress and walk. S. A sailor’s phrase. 

I knew him for a parson by the cut of his jib (his appearance). 

Cut and come again — a hospitable phrase, signifying that there is 
plenty for all guests. C. J ane Carlyle uses the expression in one of 
her letters. 

Cut and come again (a profuse hospitality) was the order of the evening (marked 
all the proceedings that evening). 

To cut the {Gordian) hnot — to solve a difficulty in a speedy fashion. P. 
There was a knot tied by a Phrygian jieasant, about which the report 
spread that he who unloosed it should be king of Asia. It was shown 
to Alexander the Great, who cut it in two with his sword, saying, 
“ ’Tis thus we loose our knots.” 

Decision by a majority is a mode of cutting a knot (promptly solving a difficulty) 
which cannot be untied.— Sm G. C. Lewis. 

To cut the ground from under one — to leave one in an illogical position, 
with no reasonable argument in his favour. P. 

I cut the ground from under him (made his position untenable), by proving that 
the document on which he relied contained an important erasure. 

To cut out — to supplant ; to secure another’s place or privileges. C. 

In a few weeks some fellow from the West End will come in with a title and a 
rotten rent-roll and cut all us city men out, as Lord Fitzrufus did last year with 
Miss Grogram, who was actually engaged to Fodder, of Fodder and Brown’s. — 
Thackeeay. 

To cut one's throat — to act so as to ruin oneself. C. 

He saw it all now : he had let the old man die after he had executed the fresh will 
disinheriting him. He had let him die; he had effectually and beyond redemption 
cut his own throat (ruined himself by his own action).— H. R. Haggard. 

G 
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Cut and thrust — keen ; forcible. P. 

That is the wa^ of doing business— a cut-and-thrust style, without any flourish : 
Scott’s style when his blood was up. — Pkofessoe. Wilson. 

To cut and run — to go off quickly ; to run off immediately. S. 

Thus spake Bavaria's scholar king, 

Prepared to cut and run : 

“ I’ve lost my throne, lost everything, 
dlolay I’m undone.” 

Epigram quoted in “Quarterly Emeu-" 1SS7. 

I must cut and run, whatever happens.— G. J. Whyte-Melville. 

To di'aw cuts — to decide a matter by drawing papers of unequal length, 
presented so as to have the same appearance ; equivalent to tossing 
up. P. 

They drew cuts who should go out of the room. 


D 

Dab. — A Ttrjular dab at anything — very skilful in anything. B. 

“ I’m a regular dab at figures, you know,” said Jeremiah to his mother.— B. L. 
Faejeon. 

Daggers. — To loolc or speah daggers — to glare at j to gaze upon with 
animosity. P. 

There he sits, abaft (behind) the mainmast, looking daggers at us (glaring angrily 
upon us).— C. Beads. 

I will speak daggers to her ; but will use none.— Ssakespeabe : Hamlet 

At daggers drawn — bitterly hostile. P. 

Lord Shelburne had always desired to keep the Bedfords at a distance, and had 
been at daggers drawn with (bitterly hostile to) them, ever since their introduction 
into the Government.— Trevelyan. 

Damn. — To damn with faint — to condemn anything hy praising 

it very slightly. P. 

Should such a man, too fond to rule alone, 

Bear, like the Turk, no brother near the throne 

Damn with faint praise, assent with civil leer, 

And, without sneering, teach the rest to sneer,— Pope. 

For the first hour all had been compliment, success, and smiles; presently came 
the huth\ and the hesitated objections, and the damning with faint praise.— M ^uua 
Edgeworth. 

Damocles. — The sivord of Damocles — a s'word suspended hy a single 
tliread, and ready to descend and kill the person sitting below it. 
vSee Sword. 

V So they laugh and love, and are to all appearance blissfully content through the 
morning hours, and descend to breakfast (but for that sword of Damocles .suspenfle<l 
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over their heads) as happy in their mutual affection as ever were Eve and Adam when 
first presented to each other. — Flou.ence Marryat. 

Damon. — Damon and Pythias — sworn friends. P. The classical name 
of Pythias is Phintias. He offered to die for his friend Damon. 

‘'Such unscientific balderdash,” added the doctor, flushing suddenly purple 
“would have estranged Damon and Pythias.” — R. L. Stevenson. 

Dance. — Do dance attendance on — to pay assiduous court to. P. A 
phrase used in contempt. 

■Welcome, my lord ; I dance attendance (wait obsequiously) here. —Shakespeare. 

But he lives in town as a rule when he is not dancing attendance on Lady Swans- 
down. — Florence JVIarryat. 

To dance^ and •pay the piper — to labour to amuse, and have the expense 
of the entertainment besides. P. 

I’ll either teach in the school once a week, or give you a subscription ; but I am not 
going both to dance and pay the piper (give my services for nothing, and pay other 
performers). 

To dance upon nothing — to get hanged. S. 

If you do not take care, you will soon dance upon nothing (be executed). 

To lead a person a dance or a pretty dance — to cause him unnecessary 
trouble. P. 

You gave me the wrong address, and have led me a pretty dance (caused me much 
needless search). 

Dander. — To get one^s dander %i2y—to grow angry; to lose one’s tem- 
per. S. Dander = dandrifif, scurf on the head. 

“ I don’t understand such language,” said Alden, for he was fairly riled (irritated) 
and got his dander up (lost his temper). — Haliburton. 

Darby. — Darby and Joan — a happy old couple devoted to each other. 
P. They are characters in a popular ballad. 

You may be a Darby, hut I’ll be no Joan (devoted wife), I promise. — Goldsmith. 

Dark. — A darlc h 07 'se — a competitor about whose chance of winning 
the world knows nothing. C. A sporting phrase. 

You see I was dipped pretty deep, and duns after me, and the Derby my only 
chance, so I put the pot on (betted heavily on the favourite horse) ; but a dark horse 
won.— C. Eeade. 

To heep another in the darh — to keep him in ignorance of an event. 

She was now resolved to keep Harriet no longer in the dark (in ignorance). 

To heep darh about anything — to preserve secrecy about it. C. 

If you will (fight mo), I’ll keep dark about it (never speak about our fight).— 
Haliburton. 

Darken. — To da^Pm anothePs door — to cross the threshold of his 
house. C. 

He is a dishonourihle scoundrel; and if, after this assurance, you receive him, I 
shall never darken your door again,— C. Reade. 
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David. — David and Jonathan — inseparable friends, P. A Biblical 
parallel to the classical friendship of Damon and Pythias. 

I was~everybody knows that— I was his confidential factotum and his familiar 
friend, as David was to Jonathan,— B bs ant. 

Davy. — Davy Jones — a sailor’s term for death. S. 

Keep my bones from Davy Jones (death). Song. 

Davy Jones\^ tocher — the place where dead men go. A common expres- 
sion with sailors. It is also iTsed for the sea, the common receptacle 
of everything thrown overboard. 

I tell thee, Jack, thou’rt free ; leastways, if we get to Jamaica without going to 
Davy Jones’s locker.— G. A. Sala. 

The buccaneer has made his exit, and so has his fierce brother the pirate. That 
dreadful flag has long been hauled down and stowed away by Davy Jones in his 
locket.— GentUnian's Magazine^ 18S7. 

Day. — To have had one^s day — to be past one’s prime ; to be no longer 
“in the swim;” to be old-fashioned; to be discarded for something 
newer. C. 

“ Old Joe, sir,” said the major, “ was a bit of a favourite in that quarter once ; but 
Joe has had his day.”— D ickens. 

Every dog has Ms day. See Doa. 

This day iveeh (or year, or sijv ononths) — a week counting from this day ; 
the corresponding day of last or next week. P. 

Let ras go this day week — to-day is Thursday— that is, let us go next Thursday. 

Almost on that day year (the corresponding day of the last year) it (the House of 
Commons) had been cheering Pitt while he declaimed against the folly of a Hano- 
verian war.— M acaulav. 

His days are mmihered — he has only a short time to live. P. 

Marocco alone yet bars the way, and Marocco’s days are practically numbered. — 
Grant Allen, in Contemporary Iteview, ISSS. 

To carry the day— to be victorious ; to win a victory. P. 

It was the cry of “ free education” that carried the day (won the victory). 

Day of grace — a day allowed by the law before money is called in, or 
the law is put in execution. Three days of grace are generally allowed 
for the payment of a bill beyond the date actually mentioned in the 
paper. Thus a bill in which payment is promised on the 1st Novem- 
ber is dxily paid on the 4th. 

A day after the fair — too late to see anything. C. 

You have arrived a day after the fair (too late to see what you wished). Your 
friends have gone. 

Daylight . — To throw daylight upon — to reveal ; to display to view. P. 

But for that accident, the mystery and the wrong being played out at Ciiroiners 
farm might never have had daylight thrown upon it.— M rs. Hknry Wood. 
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De (French). — De haiit e)i> has — in a lofty, condescending fashion. C. 
French. 

She used to treat him a little de haut eti has. — C, Keade. 

De tro }> — in the way ; not wanted ; superfluous. C. French. 

To turn a young lady out of her own drawing-room without assigning any reason 
for it, except that she is de trop (her presence is not wished for), is a very difficult 
operation.— James Payn. 

De riijneur — strictly required. P. French. 

His face was rather soft than stern, charming than grand, pale than flushed ; his 
nose, if a sketch of his features be de rigumr for a person of his pretensions, was 
artistically beautiful enough to have been worth doing in marble by a sculptor not 
over-busy.— Thomas Hardy. 

De (Latin). — De jure — legal ; having the sanction of law. P. Latin. 

De facto — real ; having actual possession. P. Latin. 

It was, we believe, impossible to find, from the Himalayas to Mysore, a single 
Government which was at once a Government de facto and a Government de jure.— 
Macaulay. 

De mortuis nil nisi honum — say only what is good of the dead. P. Latin. 

The proverb of de mortuis is founded on humbug. — A. Trollope. 

De novo — from a new point ; afresh. Latin. 

Let us clear the stage, and begin de novo (afresh). 

Dead. — Dead drunlc — stupified with liquor. C. 

Pythagoras has finely observed that a man is not to be considered dead drunk till 
he lies on the floor and stretches out his arms and legs to prevent his going lower.— 
S. Warreh. 

The dead-letter office — the department in the post-office where unclaimed 
letters are kept. P. 

I took it for granted that it found its way to the dead-letter office, or was sticking 
up across a pane in the postmaster’s window at Huntingdon for the whole town to 
see, and it a love-letter !— Maria Edoewortii. 

May not these wanderers of whom I speak have been sent into the world without 
any proper address at all ? Where is our dead-letter office for such ?— J. E. Lowell. 

To pull the dead horse — ^to work for wages already paid. F. 

Dead as a herriny or as a door-nail — stone dead ; without any life. F. 
The herring is a fish which dies immediately after it leaves the water. 

‘‘They caught him at work, and gave him a rap over the head with a spade. The 
more fool he for being caught. Here i.s to his memory.” 

“ ITgh ! What ! is he— is he-—" 

“Dead as a herring.”— C. Reade. 

“ What ! is the old king dead?” 

“ As nail in door.”— Shakespeare : 2 Heurg IV. 

Dead Hca fruit — fruit fair to the eye, but crumbling to dust when the 
skin is broken. P. Sec Apple op vSodom. 

He had come across the fruit of the Doa<l Sea, so sweet and delicious to the eye, so 
bitter and nauseous to the taste.— A. Trollope. 
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Dead hand — the mysterious influence of a dead person whom one has 
injured. P. An old superstition of this kind still lingers. 

She must have been led, he thought, to his office by the dead hand of Tom himself. 
James Kolfe was not a superstitious person, but he had read novels, and he knew 
very well that dead people do constantly visit evil-doers with curses and bring trouble 
upon them, especially when they have dealt wickedly with wards.— Bes ant. 

In a dead hand — said of land or property held by a corporation (for 
example, the Church) and not by a personality. Latin, in manu, 
mortiio. 

A dead letter — something no longer in force ; a rule never attended 
to. P. 

The rule about ready money was soon a dead letter (soon fell into disuse).— 
Trevelyan. 

A dead-head — a person who obtains entrance into an entertainment 
without paying ; a sponger. C. 

Poor, hopelessly abandoned loafers, wearing plainly the stamp of dead-head on 
their shameless features.— A. C. Grant. 

A dead-heat — a contest where it is impossible to decide who is 
victor. C. 

He was up in a moment ; but he was already overlapped, and although he made up 
the difference, it was a dead-heat, and they were in neck-and-neck.— Besant. 

Dead heat — thoroughly exhausted. C. 

I could not move from the spot. I was what I believe seldom really happens 
to any man— dead beat, body and soul.— C. Reade. 

Dead onan’s part — in law, the portion of an intestate person’s movables 
beyond the share which goes by right to his wife and children. A 
technical plirase. 

Dead men — empty bottles. F. 

Lord Smart. Come, John, bring me a fresh bottle. 

Coloiel. Ay, my lord ; and, pray, let him carry off the dead men, as wo say in 
the army (meaning the empty bottles).— Swift. 

Dear. — Dear me! oh dear! or simply, dear! — an exclamation of sur- 
prise, commiseration, or weariness, according to the tone in which it 
is uttered. C. 

“ Did you ever have your likeness taken, Harriet?” said she. 

“ Oh dear ! no— never,” (An exclamation of surprise.) 

‘'You haven’t got an egg upon you, Mrs. Bormalack, have you? Dear me! (how 
surprising I) one in your lap. Actually in a lady’s lap ! Be.sant. 

Death, — To do to death — to kill. P. 

This morning a boy of fifteen was done to death by Mr. Hawes. — C. ltEAi>K. 

Weary to death — excessively fatigued. C. This phrase really contam.s 
no reference to actual dying. 

The houses themselves were mostly gable-roofed, with latticed wiudow.s, whielj 
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served excellently to exclude the light, and which gave a blank and lack-lustre look 
to the edifices, as though they were weary to death of the view over the way.— W. 
Clakk Russell. 

To the death — fatally. 

He was wounded to the death (fatally). 

At deatKa door — very near dying; on the point of expiring. P. 

Greaves had taken her marriage to heart, and had been at death’s door (very 
dangerously ill) in London.— C. Reade. 

In at the death — present at the final act of any exciting series of events. 
C. The phrase is borrowed from fox -hunting. 

Death on anything — having a great inclination for any tiling; skilful or 
sure in performance. P. 

He wandered about all day, stepping now and then, as he had promised his mother, 
into the business places to inquire for employment ; but no one wanted an honest 
lad who could read, write, and was “ death on figgers” (clever at counting).— Li/e 0 / 
President Garfield, 

He will he the death of me — he will cause me to die. F. Generally used 
in a joking way. 

Mrs. Squallop stared at him for a second or two in silence, then, stepping back out 

of the room, suddenly drew to the door, and stood outside, laughing vehemently 

“Mr.— Mr. Titmouse, you’ll be the death of me (kill me with laughter), you will— 
you will ! ” gasped Mrs. Squallop, almost black in the face.— S. Waiihen. 

Debt. — To pay the debt of nature — to die. P. See Pay. 

Delirium. — Delirium tremens — a dreadful disease resulting from hard 
drinking. P. Also known as d.t. and hhie deoils, 

I am an Englishman, and proud of it, and attached to all the national habits, 
except delirium tremens,— 0, Reade. 

Demand. — Di demand — much sought after. P. 

Pet rabbits are greatly in demand (sought after) just now. 

On demand — when asked for. P. 

He sent me a bill payable on demand (when presented at the proper time). 

Depend. — De.pend upon it — you may be certain; I assure you. C. 

“If so,” returned he, “ depend upon it you shall feel the effects of this insolence.” 
—Goldsmith. 

Deuce. — Pla^y the deuce with — disorganize; ruin. S. Deuce was a 
deemon among the Brigantes, a tribe of the early Britons. 

“Yonder is the inn,” he exclaimed, “a handsome house enough, one must allow, 
and standing in quite a little p.ark of its own ; but for all that I have a presenti- 
ment that the cooking will play the deuce with (completely spoil) my digestion, and 
that we shall be poisoned with bad wine.”— J ames Payn. 

Deus. — Deus ex machlnd — an unexpected deliverer or helper, who comes 
just at tlic very time of danger or dilHculty. P. Latin. The phrase 
is a classical one, and alludes to the supernatural deliverxance of heroes 
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on the Roman stage by the descent of a god, by a mechanical con- 
trivance, who bears them off in safety. 

Where, in this case, were we to look for the deus ex macliintl who should fulftl the 
father’s vow and sever the daughter’s chains by one happy stroke?— W. E. Isoiiiiis. 

Devil. — The decW’s advocate — the person in an ecclesiastical assein])ly 
who had the ungracious office of opposing the canonization of some 
saint, P. The Latin form of the word is advocatus diahoti. Tlie 
advocatus diaboU tried to throw doubt on the sanctity and miraculous 
powers of the proposed saint. In the following extract devTa ad- 
vocate signifies “one who tries to prove the existence of unpleasant 
qualities ” ; — 

Mill was one of the sternest and most rigid representatives of that northern race 
which, notwithstanding the very different qualities which make it illustrious, has so 
continued to retain its conventional reputation for harshness and coldness that we 
are almost forced to believe there must be some truth in the imputation. There 
would be so if the devil’s advocate could produce many such men as James Mill to 
counterbalance Scott and Mackintosh as specimens of the character of their country- 
men,— Mus. Oliphxnt. 

Devil tahe the hindmost — the one who is last must suffer, C, 

Mr. Eames was very averse to the whole theory of competition. The “devil take 
the hindmost ” scheme he called it, and would then go on to explain that hindmost 
candidates were often the best gentlemen, and that, in this way, the devil got the 
hindmost.— A. Tuollope. 

Away we went, “Pug” ahead, “Growler” and “Gaylad” scarce twenty yards from 
his brush, and the devil take the hindmost. Well, of course wo made sure of catching 
him in about a hundred yards. — C. Reads. 

The devil to pay — a heavy sum to pay back ; very serious consequences. F. 

And now Tom is come back, and there will be the devil to pay.— Bssant. 

“There will be the devil to pay at the hall,” said Paston. “You don’t pump out 
a mine for a trifle, and with all that building on hand.” — Mas. E. Lynn Linton. 

Devil's Inch — great good fortune ; astonishing luck. F. 

Mark my words, Gride: you won’t have to pay his annuity very long. You have 
the devil’s luck in bargains always.— Dickens. 

The devil. A phrase used to contradict a statement that has just been 
made, or to express dissent from it. S. 

“I’m Paddy Luck, and it’s mcself (myself) will sell the baste (beast) for twelve 
pounds, and divil a ha’penny less” (not one halfpenny under that sum).— C. IIeade. 

The devil was sick, the devil a monk would be ; 

The devil got well, the devil a monk was ho.— OZd Ilhumc, 

Exp. — The devil, being sick, resolved to become a monk, but when ho recovered 
he was anything but a monk. 

A devil of a teynper — a very bad tein])cr. F. 

Mrs. Chux'chill had no more heart than a stone to people In general, and a devil of 
a temper (very bad temper). — Mi.ss Au.sten. 

l^ttireen the devil and, the deep sea — between two menacing dangci’s. T*. 

* Tlupert’s position w'as desperate: his friend-s had for.saken him; he was caught 
between the devil and the deep Gentleman's Mayazinc, lyiHO. 
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To whip the dci'il round the jwsf — to evade rules or provisions. 0. 

It is asserted, indeed, in some quarters that the devil might be whipped round the 
Tientsin Convention (provisions of the Tientsin Convention might be evaded) by- 
persuading Korea to cede the Nanhow group to China. — Japan Mail, 

Devil-may-cart — reckless ; heedless. C. 

I once had the honour of being on intimate terms with a mute, who, in private 
life and off duty, was as comical and jocose a little fellow as ever chirped out a 
devil-may-care (reckless) song. — D icken.s. 

Give the devil hia due — allow even the worst man credit for what he does 
w^ell. P. 

Arthur Brooke was a straightforward and just young fellow; no respecter of 
persons, and always anxious to give the devil his due.— W. E.-Noums. 

To heat the deviVa tattoo — to drum with the fingers on a window or 
a table. P. See Tattoo. 

Diaraond. — A rovyh diamond — a person with an unattractive exterior 
who possesses good qualities of mind and heart. C. 

As for Warrington, that rough diamond had not had the polish of a dancing master, 
and he did not know how to waltz,— Thackeray. 

Diamond cut diamond— s, phrase used when one sharp person outwits 
another. P. 

The Irish leaders are extremely clever men, and hitherto English administrators 
have only coped with them in a blundering, dull-witted way. Sir Eedvers BuUer 
gets the credit of this diamond cut diamond move. — St Andrews Citizen, 1S87, 

Notwithstanding their difference of years, our pair are playing a game very com- 
mon in society, called diamond cut diamond.— G. J. Whyte-Melville. 

Dickens. — What the dicheius — what the devil. S. A strong form of 
what. 

I cannot tell what the dickens liis name is.— S hakespeare. 

Why the dickens don’t these people go to bed?— W. E. Norris. 

Dickey. — All dickey with any one— a hopeless case for any one; no 
chance of saving him. S. 

Here a monk 

Sobs out as he points to the corpse on the floor, 

“ ’Tis all dickey with poor Father Dick— he’s no more.”— Barham. 

Die. — The die is thrown or cast — the decision is made ; the decisive 
step is taken. P. 

At all events, what use was there in delaying? The die was thrown, and now or 
to-morrow the issue must be the same.— Thackeray. 

To die hy inches — to die slowly ; to w’aste away slowly but steadily. P. 

At the time, a sudden death always seems something strange and horrible, like a 
murder ; although probably most of us, if we could choose, would rather be killed at 
a blow than die by inches.— W. E. Norris. 

Dine.—^b dine ajj-— to make to scr\n for dinner. P. 

Sir Pitt, though he dined off boiled mutton, had always three footmen to serve it— 
Thackeray. 
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A diner-oict — a man who generally dines with friends. P. 

To dine with Democritus — to be cheated out of one’s dinner. P. 

To dine with Sir Thomas Gresham — to go without a dimier. F. The 
London Exchange was founded by Sir Thomas Gresham, a merchant 
in Queen Elizabeth’s time, who gave his name to “Gresham’s Law” 
in political economy. The Exchange was a favourite lounging-place 
for penniless men. 

To dine with Diike Humphrey — to get no dinner at all. C. Some 
gentlemen were visiting the tomb of Duke Humphrey of Gloucester, 
and one of the party was by accident shut in the abbey. His where- 
abouts remained undiscovered until the party had risen from dinner. 
The poor fellow had been with Duke Humphrey, and had got no 
dinner at all — hence the phrase. 

As for the duke in the family, I hope it will not be Duke Humphrey, and that 
Trip will not be invited to dine with him.— S. Baring- Gould. 

To dine with Mohammed — to die. P. 

To dine with the crossdegged knights — to have no dinner to go to. P. 
A London plmase. 

Dip. — To dip in gall — to make very bitter. P. 

The famous Shakespearian critic Malone was the object of his special aversion, 
which was most cordially reciprocated, and often had they transfixed one another 
with pens dipped in gall (full of rancour). — James Payn. 

Dirt. — Dirt cheap — at an excessively low price. F. 

Thirty pounds a week. It’s too cheap, Johnson ; it’s dirt cheap.— Dicken.s. 

To eat dirt —to submit to insult. C. 

Though they bow before a calf, is it not a golden one ? though they eat dirt, is it 
not dressed by a French cook?— G. J. Whyte-Melville. 

Discount. — At a discount — [a) not in demand ; not valued highly ; un- 
popular. P. 

There can be no doubt that the old-fashioned ideas of English policy in the East 
are at a discount . — FortnitjhUu Review, 1S87. 

{h) sold at less than the market value. P. 

Watch-guards and toasting-forks were alike at a discount. 

Dispose. — To disgyose of— [a) to get rid of ; to free oneself from. P. 

But Wilkes had still to he disposed of.— Percy Fitzgerald. 

The many things he had had to think of lately passed before him in the mu.sic, not 
as claiming liis attention over again, or as likely evermore to occupy it, but as peace- 
fully disposed of and gone.— Dickens. 

{h) to sell. C. 

Madam is ready to dispose of her horse and carriage if a good price is olfered. 

Ditch. — To die in the last ditch — to x'osist to the utmost ; to make a 
desperate resistance. P. 
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Ditto. — To say ditto to — to acquiesce in ; to accept the conclusions or 
arrangements of others. C. 

Dr. Lavergne was a convinced Republican ; his wife’s convictions resembled those 
of the wise and unassuming politician who was content to say ditto to Mr. Burke. — 
W. E. Nokris. 

Divine. — Divine, right of kings — a theory, first explicitly held by James I. 
of England, that the king is above the law, and answerable for his 
actions to no one. P. See Macaulay’s History of England, Intro- 
duction. 

May you, my Cam and Isis, preach it long, 

“ The right divine of kings to govern wrong.”— Pope. 

While preachers who held the divine right of kings made the churches of Paris 
ring with declamations in favour of democracy rather than submit to the heretic dog 

of a Bearnois, Henry bore both parties in hand till he was convinced that only 

one course of action could possibly combine his own interests and those of Prance.— 
J. R. Lowell. 

Dixie. — Dixids laitd — a land of plenty and happiness, celebrated in 
negro songs. Dixie was a planter in Manhattan Island, who removed 
his slaves to one of the Southern States, where they had less to eat 
and more to do, and therefore sighed for their old home. 

In Dixie’s land I take my stand, 

I’ll live and die for Dixie.— PopwZar Song. 

Do. — To do up — (a) to made tidy. F. 

“ But who is to do up your room every day ? ” asked Violet.— Be.sant. 

I could almost fancy it was thirty years back, and I was a little girl at home, 
looking at Judith as she sat at her work, after she’d done the house up (set the 
house in order).— George Eliot. 

(&) to ruin ; to make bankrupt. C. 

He observed that there was a pleasure in doing up a debtor which none but a 
creditor could know.— Maria Edgeworth, 

{c) to weary. F. 

The widow felt quite done up (fatigued) after her long walk. 

To do away with — to remove ; to get rid of. P. 

Delightful Mrs. Jordan, whose voice did away with (banished) the cares of the 
whole house before they saw her come in. — Jamb.s Payn. 

To do for a man — to ruin him. F. 

No, you’re done for (you are ruined); you are up a tree, you may depend (be 
certain) ; pride must fall. Your town is like a ball-room after a dance.— Hali- 

BURTOK. 

Do tell — you astonish me. A familiar American phrase. 

“A dressmaker!” cried her ladyship. “Do tell (that’s strange). I was in that 
line myself before I married.” — Bksant. 

To have to do with — to be interested in ; to have business with. P. 

tVe have, however, to do with (our bu8ine.ss is with) only one pair who were sit- 
ting together on the banks oi)posito Trinity.— Be-sant. 
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To do {well) by — to behave (well) towards. C. 

One does as one is done by. — Wm. Black. 

After administering such a scolding as naturally flowed from her anxiety to do 
well by (behave well to) her husband’s niece — who bad no mother of her own to 
scold her, poor thing I~she would often confess to her husband, when they were safe 
out of hearing, that she firmly believed “the naughtier the little hussy behaved, the 
prettier she looked.”— Geouge Eliot, 

Well-to-do — in comfortable circumstances. P. 

He’s growing up fast now, and I am pretty well-to-do (in fairly good circum- 
stances).— H alibukton. 

To do a person brown — to deceive him completely j to hoodwink him. S. 

Not knowing what to do, I thought I’d hasten back to town, 

And beg our own Lord Mayor to catch the boy who’d “ done me brown.”— B auiiam. 

To do a 2^erson in the eye — to cheat him. S. 

The jockey did your friend in the eye over that horse. 

jB.rp.— The jockey cheated your friend with that horse. 

Doctor. — To init the doctor on a man — to cheat him. F. 

Perhaps ways and means may be found to put the doctor upon the old prig.— Tom 
Bkown. 

Doctors’ Commons — the Government office in London wliere wills are kc2)t 
and marriages registered. So called because the Doctors of Civil Law 
were required to dine together (hold their common meal) four days in 
each term, called “ eating their terms.” P. 

She had a superstitious kind of notion that she would do better in a future state if 
she had been recognized by the social law in this, and that the power of Doctor's 
Commons extended beyond the office of the registrar-general. — Mus. E. 
Linton. 

Doctors differ or disagree — there exists a grave difference of opinion. C. 
A phrase in common use, employed somewhat playfully. 

But the doctors differed in their metaphysics (there ivas a diffcronco of opinion 
regarding the metaphysics of the question).— M. Arnold. 

Who shall decide, when doctors disagree ?— Pope. 

Doe. — Doe. See John Doe. 

Dog. — The dog of Montargis — a dog whoso master was slain, and which 
showed wonderful intelligence and ferocity in its behaviour to the 
murderer. Its name was Dragon ; its master's name was Ca2)tain 
Aubri de Moiitdidicr. The murderer’s name was Ptichar<l !Macaire. 

No doubt Diogenes is there, and no doubt Mr. Toots has reason to observe him ; 
for he comes straightway at Mr. Toots’s legs, and tumbles over himself in the despera- 
tion with which ho makes at him, like a very dog of Montargis.— D ickens. 

A dog-in-fhe-onaugtr — a selfish man, who refuses to allow his neighbour 
to enjoy even wliat lie himself has no use for. V. Cscd a.s an 
adjective — “a dog-in-the-manger course of eoiiduet, ” 

A dog lay in a manger, and by his growling and snapping prevented the <i.\en from 
eating the hay which had been placed for them. “What a selfish <log I ” said one of 
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them to his companions. “ He cannot eat the hay himself, and yet refuses to allow 
those to eat who can.” — JJJsop's Fables. 

“ I suppose it is wrong and selfish,” he said. “ I suppose I am a dog in a manger,” 
—A. Trollope. 

To clocj-ear a book — to turn down the corners of its pages so that they 
resemble a dog’s ears. P. 

They are quite young girls, who blot their books, dog-ear their dictionaries, make 
grimy their grammars, and vie with each other in committing just as many faults 
as can possibly be made in a given number of words. — Besant. 

A do(j-in-a-blanhet — a kind of pudding made of dough and suet, and en- 
closing jam. C. Also called roly-Fobj. 

We had roast beef to dinner, followed by an indigestible marmalade dog-in-a- 
blanket (roly-poly filled with orange jam). 

Do{j cheap — very cheap. F. A corruption of (jod-chepe^ a good bargain. 

You got the fowls dog cheap at a dollar forty the dozen (remarkably cheap at 
one dollar forty cents for the dozen). 

Dofi\^ nofie — a drink composed of gin and beer. S. 

The dogs of war — famine, sword, and fire. P. 

And Cffisar’s spirit, ranging for revenge, 

AVith Ate by his side, come hot from hell. 

Shall in these confines, with a monarch’s voice, 

Cry, “ Havoc,” and let slip the dogs of war. — S hakerpeabe, 

Noie.~k.tQ is the goddess of revenge. To cry “ Havoc ” signifies “to order slaugh- 
ter without mercy.” 

To (JO to the dogs — to go to ruin. C. 

One candidate chap says, “ Fellow-citizens, this country is going to the dogs (to 
destruction) hand over hand ” (at a rapid rate). 

To had the life of a dog or a do(j\s life — to pass a miserable existence. C. 

T am afraid I led that boy a dog’s life (made that boy’s existence miserable). — B. L. 
Stevenson. 

“ He is properly henpecked ” (harshly used by his wife), said he. “ He is afraid to 
call his soul his own, and he leads the life of a dog” (his existence is a wretched 
one).— Haliburton. 

Ereri/ dog has his day — the i^eriocl of enjoyment allo-wed to any creature 
is a short one. C. 

“ Let Hercules himself do what ho may, 

The cat will mew, and dog will have his day.” — Shakespeare: Hamlet. 

And, Mr. Creaves, I am sorry for you— you are out of luck— but every dog has his 
day (the period of success and prosperity granted to each of us soon passes away),— 
C. Be are. 

Fortune was ever accounted inconstant, and each dog has but his day.— C arlyle. 

Dog Latin— a deljased medieval form of Latin, used by physicians, 
lawyers, and others, to whom the language was only partially fam- 
iliar. P. 

It was much as if the secretary to whom was intrusted the direction of negotia- 
tions with foreign powers had a suflicient smattering of dog I^atin to make himself 
understood.— Macaulay. 
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Give a dog an ill name and hang —wlieii a person’s reputation is bad, 
all iiis actions, even though well-intentioned, are viewed with sus- 
picion. It is better to get rid altogether of a man who has lost his 
good name, existence being thenceforth a bxirden to him. C. 

You may say what you like in your kindness and generosity— it is a case of “give a 
dog an ill name and hang him.” The only question is whether you are to be con- 
demned with the dog that has been justly regarded as a ne’er-do-well till he has been 
branded with an accusation of theft.— Sarah Tvtler. 

Dolce. — Dolce far niente — sweet do nothing, or idleness. C. Italian. 

The charms of the Italian climate, the attractions of the too facile Italian beauties, 
purposely thrown in his way, and the seductive dolm far niente sort of life Francis 
so readily fell into, were fatal to his military ardour. — Lady Jackson. 

Don’t. — DoyiH you hnow ? — a phrase frequently inserted in com^ersation, 
sometimes apologetically, sometimes to secure the better attention of 
the listener. 

“ Oh, you don’t know w'hat Brighton is at this time of year,” said Mr. Tom. “All 
the resident people like ourselves keep open house, don’t you know, and very glad 
to.”—WjM. Black. 

Door. — To lay at one’s door — to charge one with. P. 

A great many faults may be laid at their door, but they are not fairly to bo 
charged with fickleness.— J. B. Lowell. 

I made the best of a bad case, and laid it all at my lady’s door (attributed it all to 
my mistress), for I did not like her.— M aria Edgeworth. 

door to anything — approaching closely to it. P. 

A seditious word leads to a broil, and a riot undiminished is but next door to 
(closely resembles) a tumult. —L’EsTRjysroE. 

Dorcas, — A Dorcas society — a woman’s association for providing poor 
people with clothing. P. It receives the name from Dorcas, or 
Tabitha, who made clothes for the poor (Acts ix. 39). 

About a year ago the ladies of the Dorcas society at our church made up a large 
quantity of shirts, trousers, and socks.— Max Adeler. 

Dot. — Dot and carry one — irregularly ; spasmodically. F. 

I was not new to violent death. I have served His Royal Highness the Duke of 
Cumberland, and got a wound at Fontenoy; but I know my pulse went dot and carry 
one. — R. L. Stevenson. 

Double. — To faJce a donhle-frst— to pass for a degi'ce at Oxford witli tlie 
highest honours in tw^o schools or departments. P. 

For inst.ance, though I firmly believe that you could at the i)rosont moment take a 
double-first at the university, your knowledge of English literature is almost niL—U. 
R. Haggard. 

A double entendre — a remark covering a concealed meaning, wdiich has 
generally a questional )lc reference. 0. French. 

An agreeable old gentleman, who did not believe in anything juirlicular, and liad a 
certain proclivity towaial dmihle entendres.- -Rhoda IJiioiriJH ion. 
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The double lines — the name given in Lloyd’s publications to the record 
of losses and accidents. C. 

One morning the subscribers were reading the “ double lines,” and among the 
losses was the total wreck of this identical ship . — Old mid Neio London, 

Double or quits. When two persons have been playing for a stake, the 
loser or the winner may give a second challenge for the same amount. 
The result of the second venture either leaves the loser twice as badly 
off as before, or makes both parties even. In making this second 
challenge the phrase “ double or quits ” is used. 

Double-dealing — duplicity ; trickery. P, 

This young lady was quite above all double-dealing ; she had no mental reserva- 
tion.— Mahia Edgeworth. 

Down. — To be down upon a person — to reprove or find fault with him. P. 

Poor Bus well 1 his appearance isn’t aristocratic, I admit, and Mrs. Greenwood was 
rather down upon me for asking him here.— Good Words, 1887. 

Down on their Inch — (a) in an evil plight ; very unfortunate. P. 

I wouldn’t turn you away, Alan, if you were down on your luck. — P. L. Stevenson. 

(6) in low spirits. P. 

The order for their execution arrived, and they were down upon their luck terribly. 
— C. Peade. 

Doivn in the mouth — dispirited; sad. P. 

Well, I felt proper (very) sorry for him, for he was a very clever man, and looked 
cut up dreadfully, and amazin’ (exceedingly) down in the mouth (melancholy).— 
Haliburton. 

Downy. — To do the downy — to lie in bed ; to sleep. S. 

And then, being well up, yOit'see, it was no use doing the downy again, so it was 
just as well to make one’s twilight (toilet) and go to chapel.— Ter dmit Green, 
ch, \di. 

Dozen. — ^ baker's dozen — thirteen. Formerly bakers gave an extra 

loaf or bun with every dozen sold to customers. P. Giving a man 
a baker’s dozen is a slang expression for “ giving him an extra sound 
beating.” 

— Po drag in by the head and shoidders — to introduce abruptly and 
without sufficient caiise. C. 

We have enough to do to. think of ourselves in these days, without dragging in the 
absent by the head and shoulders. — Florence Marry at. 

Dragon. — Dragons' teeth — things which bring future destruction. P. 
Cadmus, the founder of Thebes, succeeded in killing a redoubtable 
dragon, l:>y Athene’s aid, and sowed its teeth in the plain. Prom 
these teotli sprang up armed men, who killed each other, all except 
five, the ancestors of the Thebans. 

French Clinton plunged headlong into the abyss, and orders went forth like so 
many dragons’ teeth sown by a financial Cadinu.s. — Mrs. E. Lvnn Linton. 
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Draw. — To drawjon — to approacli (of time). P. 

And so the time of departure drew on rapidly. — Dickenm. 

To draw rein — to stop ; to check one’s course. P. A phrase used in rid- 
ing and driving. 

Lanfrey drew rein at the door. — Mrs. E. Lynn Linton. 

To draw up — to stop ; to come to a halt. P. Almost the same as to 
draw rein. There is the notion of gradual slackening of motion, as 
in a railway train approaching a station. 

The soldier, who conducted the baggage-cart in which she was, drew up to (stopped 
at) the first amongst a row of miserable cabins that were by the roadside. 

To draw the Hue somewhere — to refuse to move outside of a certam limit 
of conduct ; to impose an arbitrary restriction on one’s behaviour from 
fear of going too far. C. 

On the principle of “ doing at Turkey as the Turkeys do ” we should even have 
ridden donkeys on the sand if I had not put a firm veto on it, saying, “ Wo must 
draw the line somewhere.”— T/ie Mistletoe Bought 1885. 

To draw a p)erson out — to lead a person to express his real opinions or 
show his real character. P. 

There are many subjects on which I should like to draw him out (induce him to 
speak his mind freely).— Haliburton. 

He recollected that Miss Nugent had told him that this younglady had no common 
character; and neglecting his move at chess, he looked up at Miss Nugent, as mucli 
as to say, “ Draw her out, pray.” — Marta Edgeworth. 

To draw the wool over — to hoodwink ; to deceive. C. 

Sir Henry was the fortunate possessor of what Pat was pleased to call “ a nasty, 
glittering eye,” and over that eye Pat doubted his ability to draw the wool as he 
had done over Celtic orbs.— C. Eeade. 

Eicp.— Pat doubted his ability to deceive Sir Henry as he had deceived Lis Irish 
friends. 

A drawn game — a game in w'hich neither party wins. P. 

If we make a drawn game of it, every British heart must tremble.— Addison. 

To draw it mild — {a) to refrain from exaggeration. F. 

But what I mean, 

Fortification- haw ! — in Indian ink, 

That sort of thing ; and though I draw it mild, 

Yet that— haw! haw !— that may be called my forte,— G. J, Cavlev. 

{h) to refrain from excess; to he moderate. F. 

“ I say,” interposed John Browdie, nettled by these accumulated attacks on his 
wife, “ dra’ it mild, dra’ it mild,” — Dickens. 

Dree. — To dree onds weird — to submit to one’s fate. Rcotcli. 

Nevertheless, French must dree his weird as a brave man should ; and having 
drawn his lot from the hands of fate, he must obey the mandate written on the card. 
—Mrs. E. Lynn Linton. 
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Dress. — The circle — that part of a place of entertainment which is 

set apart for the upper classes who come in evening dress. P. 

Drive. — To drive at anythin cj — to speak with a certain end in view. P. 

“What are you driving at?” (what is your intention in speaking as you do) he 
went on. “ I show you a bit of nay hand (a part of my scheme), and you begin talk- 
ing round and round” (ambiguously).— -Besant. 

Drop. — To drop in — to pay an informal visit. C. 

If he could drop in (visit us in a friendly way) on Sunday week, he might go home 
the wiser. — B lackmoue. 

To drop of— {a) to fall asleep. F. 

Every time I dropped off (fell asleep) for a moment, a new noise awoke me.— IM autc 
Twaust- 

[1)) to leave (in a quiet way) ; to disappear. 0. 

The matrons dropped off one by one, with the exception of six or eight particular 
friends, who had determined to stop all night. — Dickens. 

A drop in the hncicet — a contribution scarcely worth mentioning. P. 

The lack of good water was severely felt, but this was only a mere drop in the 
bucket (very small part) of their misfortunes. 

To tahe a drop too much — to get intoxicated. P. 

He used often to take a drop too much (be the worse for liquor). 

Drown. — To drown the miller — to mix water and sj^irits in so unequal 
proportions as to make the concoction unpalatable (fi’om too much 
water). P. 

Drowning, — Drowning men catch at Mraw^^. When a man is in a des- 
perate situation he seeks to save himself by every possible means, 
even when those which offer are ridiculously inadequate. P. 

Either because drowning men will catch at straws, or because ho had really mis- 
placed confidence in my abilities, this assurance seemed to comfort him a great deal. 
— W. E. Hokkis. 

Drug. — A drug in the marhet — an unsaleable commodity. P. 

Watch-guards and toasting-forlcs were alike at a discount, and sponges were a 
drug in the market (found no one to buy them).— Dicken.s. 

Dry. — A stirring of the dry hones — a revival of life where all seems dead. 
P. Biblical. See Ezek. xxxvii. 1-10. 

Every nation, when first it feels the stir and touch of a new’ life, will commit follies 
and excesses: when that new life is felt in the body of literature and art, the follies 
and excesses wall be greater — not, of course, of such national greatness, but greater 
comparativcly—than when the dry bones of polities are stirred. — Temple Tar, 1SS7. 

Duck.— mal'e duel's and drahes of a property — to spend it foolishly. 
C. hlaking ducks and drakes is a game played with a flat piece of 
stone or metal, which, when flung with its broad surface almost parallel 

7 
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to smooth water, skips up and down like a bird. It would be foolish 
to use coins for such a purpose. 

A fine thing for her, that was a poor girl without a farthing to her fortune. It’s 
well if she doesn’t make ducks and drakes of it (foolishly spend it) somehow. — 
G-eorge Eliot. 

A lame ditch — a man who cannot pay his debts on the Stock Exchange. F. 

A duch\s egg — nothing. S. A phrase used at schools and colleges when 
a batsman in a cricket-match scores 0. 

He got a duck’s egg (no marks) at the last examination. 

Dull. — Dull as ditch-water — wholly uninteresting. F. 

What passed through his mind was something like the following: “Heighol 0 
Lord ! Dull as ditch-water ! This is my only holiday, yet I don’t seem to enjoy it.” — 
S. Waebbn, 

Dumb. — A climib dog — a person who remains silent when he ought to 
speak out and protest. P. 

He will be afraid to tell them unpalatable truths. The minister will be a dumb 
dog (silent, when he should reprove them).— Haliburton. 

The Dumb Ox of Cologne — Thomas Aquinas (1224-1274), so called from 
his dreamy and taciturn disposition ; known afterwards as the “An- 
gelic Doctor ” and the ‘ ‘ Angel of the Schools. ” 

Dumps. — In the dumps — sulky; in a bad temper. F. 

Johnnie is in the dumps (sulky), and won’t play with the other boys. 

Durance. — Durance vile — irksome imprisonment. C. A phrase gener- 
ally used playfully. Found in a play of W. Kenrick’s (1766). Burke 
uses the form vile durance in Thoughts on the Present Discontents 
(Bartlett’s Familiar Quotations). 

In durance vile here must I wake and weep. 

And all my frowzy couch in sorrow steep.— Burns. 

If he gave them into custody with the railway people he could prove nothing. 
They were two to one. They would not hesitate to swear black was wliite, and they 
might easily turn the tables upon him, and perhaps succeed in transferring him to 
durance vile instead of themselves,— G. J. Whyte-Melville. 

Dust. — To throw dust in a maids eyes — to try to lead him astray, P. 

All of these knew whether Mr. John was launching thunderbolts (uttering threats) 
or throwing dust (trying to deceive), and were well aware that he had quite taken up 
with the latter process in the Beckley case. — Blackmore. 

He cared to say no more ; he had thrown quite dust enough into honest Adam’s 
eyes (deceived honest Adam quite enough). — George Eliot. 

To raise a dust — to make a commotion. G. 

There was small reason to raise such a dust (cause such a disturbance) out of a few 
indiscreet words.— Hack et. 

Dutch., — A Dutch auction — an auction where goods are started tit Jin ex- 
travagantly high price, and then gradually lowered in price until the 
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people show a willingness to buy them. C. A common method of 
business among travelling peddlers. 

They (the politicians) are always bidding against each other in the Dutch auction 
by which we are being brought down surely, though by a protracted process, to the 
abolition of every sort of qualification. — Gold win Smith, in Contem-porary Eevkw, 
1887. 

Dutch courage — courage that results from indulgence in strong drink. 
P. Probably the phrase arose from the extensive use of Dutch gin, 
known as Hollands. 

We cannot easily believe that refractory patients are plied with spirits to give them 
Dutch courage and induce them to undergo operations. — Spectator, December 17, 1887. 

You shall have some fizz to give you Dutch courage.—BESANT. 

A D^itch concert — a concert or musical gathering at which each person 
sings his own song, without reference to that of his neighbour. F. 

A Dutch uncle — a clumsy, uncouth man. 

You look like a Dutch uncle since you shaved. 

As will he seen from the above instances, the word Dutch is used 
somewhat contemptuously to signify what is clumsy, foolish, or ab- 
surd. See Lowell’s remarks in his essay On a Certain Condescension 
in Foreigners (“ My Study Windows,” Camelot Classics, pp. 57, 68). 

Dutchman. — Then Pm a Dutchman. A phrase used after a supposition 
has been made, in order to show its absurdity. 

“Tom,” said the other doggedly, “if there is as much gold on the ground of Nevr 
South Wales as will make me a wedding-ring, I am a Dutchman.” — C. Ebadb. 

There’s mettle in that lad, and if I can’t lick him into shape, I’m a Dutchman.— G. 
J. Whyte-Melville. 


E 

E. — F- cind 0, E . — errors and omissions excepted. Often added to an 
account when presented. 

Ear. — To give car—\>o listen. P. 

“Mr. Uttersoii, sir, asking to see you,” he c'jllcd; and even as he did so, once 
more violently signed to the lawyer to give ear.— R. L. Stevenson. 

About one's ears —in a confused lieai^ > ^ falling mass of ruin. C. 

You’ll have those universities of yours about your ears soon if you don’t consent to 
take a lesson from Germany. — A. Trollope. 

To set hy the ears — to cause a quarrel. C. 

I little thought when I ran in with Miss Berry’s good news that it would have the 
effect of setting us all by the ears (causing us all to quarrel). — A. Keajiy. 
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By the ears — quarrelling. C. 

Take any two men that are by the ears (quarrelling) : they opinionate all they hear 
of each other, impute all sorts of unworthy motives, and misconstrue every act.— 
Halibubton, 

Little pitchers have long ears. See Pitcher. 

Ease. — At ease in one^s inn — thoroughly at home and comfortable. P. 
An old-fashioned phrase. 

Shall I not take mine ease in mine inn ?— Shakespeabe : 1 Henry IV. 

On ordinary occasions he was diffident and even awkward in his manners, but here 
he was “ at ease in his inn,” and felt called upon to show his manhood and enact the 
experienced traveller.— 'W ashington Irving. 

Standing at ease — a military posture, which gives rest to the legs. P. 

So the ladies sat in a circle, and the gentlemen stood at ease, tired out before the 
close of the evening. — Harper's Magazine, March 1888. 

Ill at ease — in an unquiet state ; restless. P. 

But the general is ill at ease ; he cannot get that infernal anonymous letter out of 
his head.— G. J. Whyte-Melville. 

Base her — the command given when the engines of a steamer arc to bo 
reduced in speed; generally followed by the order, “ Stop her.” P. 

To ease away a rope — to slacken it gradually. P. 

Easy. — Easy come, easy go — what is gained without difficulty is resigned 
or spent without much thought. C. 

Eat. — To eat one’s words — to take back what one has said; to retract 
assertions too boldly made. C. 

“ I will swear by it (my sword) that you love me; and I will make him cat it that 
says I love not you.” 

“ Will you not eat your word?” (repent of what you have said).— S iiake'^peare. 

“That’s a first-rate notion, I must say!” exclaimed Mr. Hobday. “ I’m to begin 
by eating my words and marrying my daughter to a man whom I said she shouldn’t 
marry.”— W. E. Hobri.s. 

To eat for the har — to prepare oneself to be a barrister. G. Tiiose 
studying for entrance to the bar are required to be present at a certain 
number of dinners in the Temple or in Gray’s Inn. 

If you bind him with leading-strings at college, he will break loose while eating for 
the bar in London. — A. Trollope. 

To eat out one's heart — to suffer intensely from disappointment and 
forced inactivity. C. 

She withdrew, covered with mortification, to hhle her head and cat out her heart 
in the privacy of her own uncomfortable home.— Magazine, 1888. 

To eat the air — to be deluded with hopes. P. 

T eat the air (am deluded with false hopes) promise-crammed.— S hakespeare. 
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Echo. — To the echo — velieinently ; enthusiastically. P. 

When our philosopMcal Liberal friends say that by universal suffrage, public 
meetings, Church disestablishment, marrying one’s deceased wife’s sister, secular 
schools, industrial development, man can very well live ; and that if he studies the 

writings, say, of Mr. Herbert Spencer into the bargain, he will be perfect the 

masses, far from checking them, are disposed to applaud them to the echo.— M. 
Arnold. 

Edge. — To play loith edge-tools — to sport with what is dangerous. P. 

You jest; ill jesting with edge-tools (on dangerous subjects). — Tennvson. 

To set the teeth on edge — to cause unpleasant sensations. P. 

.T had rather hear a brazen canstick turned, 

Or a dry wheel grate on the axle-tree ; 

And that would set my teeth nothing on edge, 

Kothing so much as mincing poetry. — Shakespeare. 

Eel. — To get used to anything^ like an eel to skinning. A sarcastic 
phrase, used of any painful experience which is repeated. C. 

It ain’t always pleasant to turn out for morning chapel, is it, Gig-lamps? But 
it’s just like the eels with their skinning — it goes against the grain at first, but you 
soon get used to it.— Verdant Green, ch. vii. 

Effect. — In effect — really ; actually. P. 

To say of a celebrated piece that there are faults in it is, in effect (really), to say 
that the author of it is a man.— Addison. 

To take effect — to operate ; to act as intended. P. 

The medicine took effect, and the patient fell into a sound sleep. 

Egg.— To egg on — to urge ; to incite. P. 

She would then be in a better position to judge how far it was the girl’s own doing, 
and how far she had been egged on to it by others. — Murray’s Magazine, lSb7. 

As sure as eggs is eggs — certainly ; assuredly. S. Perhaps a corruption 
of as sure as x is x ” — a dictum in logic. 

And the bishop said, “Sure as eggs is eggs, this here is the bold Turpin.” — 
Dickens. 

To have all one's eggs in one basket — to risk all one’s goods in the same 
venture ; to have everything dependent on the security of one par- 
ticular thing or one particular undertaking. 0. 

I know your happiness depends on her. All your eggs are in that one basket.— 
C. Beade. 

A had egg — a worthless fellow. S. 

The parson’s eldest son is a bad egg (worthless fellow). 

El Dorado. — A n El Dorado — a golden land ; a country full of gold and 
gems. P. The expression is a Spanish one, and is generally associated 
with the discoveries Spanish adventui'ers made in the fifteenth and 
sixteenth centuries. 

The whole comedy is a sort of El Dorado of wit, — T. Moore. 
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These public readings have proved an El Dorado (a mine of wealth) to the novelist, 
and form a new feature in the modern literary liie,—Chambers's Cyclopccdia of Eiujlish 
LitffraUirc. 

“ Why, the dollars come in by handfuls, and silk’s as cheap as calico.” 

How could woman resist such an El Dorado?— G. J. Whvte-Melville. 

Elbow. — Elhow-ffrease — hard scrubbing ; hard work. E. 

“ Not at all, Mrs. Broughton ; success depends on elbow-grease.” 

“ On what, Conway?” 

“ On elbow-grease— hard work, that is ; and I must work hard now if I mean to 
take advantage of to-day’s sitting.”— A. Trollope. 

Elbow-room — room in which to move easily ; sufiScient S]3ace. E. 

You will have elbow-room out here, eh?” said he. “You will not crowd your 
neighbours off the pavement.” — ^Wm. Black. 

Whatever the result of the convulsion whose first shocks were beginning to be felt, 
there would still be enough square miles of earth for elbow-room.— J. R. Lowell. 

Out at elbows — shabbily dressed ; wearing ragged clothes. C. 

When a man’s getting out at elbows (dress becomes shabby) nobody will believe in 
him.— George Eliot. 

Elephant. — To have seen the eleiihant — to be acquainted with all the 
latest movements ; to be knowing. S. 

He is quite well able to take care of himself; he has seen the elephant (is a crafty 
fellow). 

Elevation. — The elevation of the Host — the part of the Mass in which 
the celebrant raises the consecrated wafer above his head to be adored 
by the people (Koman Catholic Church). 

Eleventh. — At the eleventh hour — ^just in time and no more. P. See 
the parable of the Labourers in the Vineyard, Matt. xx. 1. 

Sir, have you no shame to come here at the eleventh hour among those who have 
borne the heat and burden of the day?— B. L. Stevenson. 

Embarras. — Embary'as de rich esse — excess of material ; the perplexity 
which arises from the difficulty of choice among very many things. P. 
French. 

“I wonder if anybody ever had half so much to say before in a letter as I have 
to write to Jack,” speculated Miss Gray, leaning forward on her crossed arms, and 
not knowing where to begin from sheer embarras dc richessc.—HAiiAU Tytler. 

En. — En rapport — in sympathetic connection. C. French. 

Your primary object is, by organizing your brotherhood and putting it en rapport 
with the leaders of education in this country, to secure for it increased rc.si)ect. — 
Journal of Eaucatioji, 18S8. 

En gai'gon — as a bachelor ; in ]>achelor’s style. C. Erencli. 

George came to dinner — a repast en {jargon-— with Cax^tain Crawley. — T uackeziay. 

En masse — in a body. P. French. 

They therefore turned to the bourgeoisie en masse (in a body).— Eemio. 
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E)i route — iii the course of the journey. C. French. 

The Deepdale, en route from Japan for Australia and New Zealand ports, was char- 
tered to load part cargo of coals for Hongkong at 1 dollar 50 cents per ton, —Japan 
Mail 1S87. 

Moreover, he had no intention of paying en route (until the close).— M us. E. Lynn 
Linton. 

End.— 0?i end — in succession ; without a break. C. 

Peasants who have begun to save constantly continue the way of living we have 
described for years on end..— Spectator ^ 1S87. 

To malce both meet — to make one’s income cover one’s expenditure; 

to keep out of debt. P. 

Even Mr. Whichelo, the head clerk, whose children were often ailing, and who 
had a good deal of trouble to make both ends meet (keep out of debt with his small 
income) smiled benign upon Kate. — Mus. Oliphant. 

No end of a fellow — a very fine fellow. S. 

Keats was no end of a fellow (a grand man). — Besant. 

Enongll. — Enouyh and enough — more than enough. P. 

The play has wit enough and enough.— M adame D’Akblay. 

Enough is as good as a feast — what is snflBcient serves the purpose as well 
as if there were an excess. C. 

The Koh-i-noor had got enough, which in most cases is more than as good as a 
feast.— 0. W. Holmes. 

Entre. — Entre nous — “ between ourselves.” Used when a confidential 
statement is made. P, French. 

Bntra nous, I protest I like my Lady Blarney vastly; so very obliging. However, 
Miss Carolina Wilhelmina Amelia Skeggs has my warm heart.— Goldsmith. 

Eciual. —Equal to the occasion — not perplexed ; able to act. P. 

The “ Raven,” however, is more than equal to the oeoasXoo.,— Edinburgh Review, 
1S87. 

Esprit. — Esq^rit de corps — the desire to defend the institution or company 
to which one belongs. P. French. 

But when her attention was arrested, as in the present case, her esprit de corps and 
her friendship were alike up in arms. — Sarah Tytlek. 

Et. — Et hoc genus omne — and everything of the sort; and all similar 
beings or things. C. Latin. 

And with these forlorn creatures must be taken into account others— older, but in 
this respect equally forlorn — the whole race of shop-girls, errand-boys, young maidens, 
et hoc gemis 07nne,— Edinburgh Rcvicio, 1SS7. 

Event. — At all events — whatever happens; in any case. P. 

At all events (in any case), Constance, you will go on to prove it by your original 
papers when you publish your researches.— B esant. 

Ever.— jE’v’cr and anon — frequently ; from time to time. P. 

Ever and anon a pamphlet issued from the pen of Burke.— H enry MoXiLSv. 
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Every. — Every hit — quite ; altogether. C. 

The copy is every bit (quite) as good as the original. 

Every now and then — frequently ; after the lapse of short intervals. C. 

Every now and then a countryman would burst into tears.— Tuackeu ay. 

Evidence. — In evidence — actually present ; before the proper authori- 
ties. P. 

He persuaded himself that to get a lucrative appointment from his friends he 
(Moore) must keep himself in evidence. — Encyclopaedia Britannica, Nintk Edition. 

The sister whose presence she had relied on was not in evidence.— ilinc/jicoocZ’s 
Magazine. 

Evil. — The evil eye — malign influence (suirposecl to exist in the glance of 
certain persons). P. 

Evelyn himself informs us how Sir Stephen contrived to escape the evil eye (bad 
influence) which ordinarily pursues a self-made man. — Tuevelyan. 

Ewe. — A ewe lamb — a single possession very much prized by its pos- 
sessor, See the parable of the Ewe Lamb told by Nathan to King 
David (2 Sam. xii. 1-14). 

To be sure, there had been black sheep here and there— a Covenanter to shame his 
royal kinsmen; a ruffian in the dislocated times of the Second James, who had 
flouted the law, defied God and the devil alike, devoured of his flock such ewe lambs 
as pleased his fancy.— Mas, E. Lynn Linton. 

Ex. — Ex pede Herculem — we recognize Hercules from the size of his 
foot ; that is, we judge of the whole by a typical part. P. Latin. 

Ex pede Herculem may often prove safe enough, but ox verruca Tnllium (to recog- 
nize Cicero from the wart on his nose) is liable to mislead a hasty judge of his fellow- 
men.— 0. W. Holmes. 

Ex officio — hy virtue of one’s office. P. Latin. 

All over the Continent the ministers of the crown or of the republic sit ex oj^kio 
in either house from the day they are appointed.— 1SS7. 

Ex parte — biassed ; one-sided ; partial. P. Latin. 

Or perhaps I ought to have suppressed the note altogether on the ground that it 
was a mere ex parte statement.— Proeessok, Huxley. 

Ex cathedra — made with authority ; dogmatic. P. Latin. 

So it has happened, not rarely, that criticism has flagrantly blundered and made 
itself ridiculous in its ex cathedrd decisions on the merits of poetry and poets.— P ay 
Palmer. 

Ex post facto — after the deed is done. P. Latin. An ex jwsf facto 
law is a law made to punish deeds already committed. 

There were libels, no doubt, and imophocies, and rumour.s, and suspicions, strange 
grounds for a law inflicting capital penalties ex 2 mt facto (of a retrospective nature), 
on a large body of men.— Macaulay, 

Exception. — To tale exception — to he offended. P. 

Her manner was so perfectly respectful that I could not take exception to (find 
fault with) this retort.— Paiweon. 
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Execution. — To do execution — to be effective j to secure victims \ to win 
conquests. C. Generally used of a lady’s eyes, whicli are supposed to 
capture a man’s heart. 

Sophia’s features were not so striking at first, but often did more certain execution. 
—■Goldsmith. 

She is a stout, sturdy girl of two-and-twenty, with a face beaming with good nature 
and marked dreadfully by small-pox, and a pair of black eyes which might have done 
some execution had they been placed in a smoother face. — Thackeray. 

Exeter. — Exeter Hall — the place in London where religious gatherings 
take place ; the religious community. 

Thither (to Africa) Manchester turns her longing eye, thither the heart of Exeter 
Hall is yearning.— Grant Allen, in Contemporary Beview, 18SS. . 

Exeunt. — Exeunt omnes — all go out (at the end of a scene). P. Latin. 

Expense. — At another's exjp^ense — with a view to depreciate the per- 
son. P. 

These satirical observations were made simply at Prince Albert’s expense (solely 
with the view of depreciating Prince Albert), and were not intended to reflect upon 
the Queen or the Eoyal Bomily.-— Fortnightly Beview, 1887. 

Experimentum. — Experimentum crucis — the critical test. P. Latin. 

Boiled just three hours longer than the other,” he said ; “six hours in all. This 
is the experime7itum cinccis.” — O. W. Holmes. 

Experto. — Experto crede — believe one who has gone through the ex- 
perience. C. Latin. 

“ Well, if he wags his tail, you know it is aU right; but say he puts his tail between 
his legs, what will he do if you pat him ? ” 

“Bite me, experto credel ' — C. Eeade. 

Eye. — To make eyes at — to gaze upon amorously ; to look at in a loving 
v'ay. C. 

On the other hand, he had a word or two of serious warning to say about Miss 
Sparks. “It is all very well,” he wrote, “to laugh at the young lady who makes 
eyes at you, but jokes of that kind sometimes turn out to be no laughing matter.” — 
Uoud WordSf 1887. 

The eye of the Baltic — Gothland, or Gottland, an island in the Baltic. P. 

The eye of C7 recce — Athens. P. A name applied to it by Milton — 
Paradise lictjainedj bh. ii\, 1. J 40 : — 

Athens, the eye of Greece, mother of arts. 

To hare a good eye to anything — to look well after it ; to be quick in 
recognizing. C. 

I remember her, liowever, as a sen.sible woman, and, having a good eye to the 
main cliaiicc (being careful of money), she had been a capital wife to William.— 
llaiiu G(»NWAy. 

To see with half an eye — to see with great ease. F. 
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To cast sJieep^s eyes at — to gaze at in a modest and diffident but longing 
way, like a bashful lover. C. 

There came a wealthy stock-broker who cast sheep’s eyes at Helena. — TIlq Misthtoe 
Bough, ^SS5. 

The knight acknowledged that he had long been casting a sheep’s eye at a little 
snug place.— Maria Edgswobth. 

Up to the eyes — completely ; fully. C- 

A neighbour’s estate, mortgaged up to the eyes, was sold under the hammer (mort- 
gaged to its full value, was sold by auction).— C. Eeade. 

1)1 the loincVs eye — directly opposed to the wind. C. 

Proper scared they were to see a vessel, without sails or oars, going right straight 
ahead, nine knots an hour, in the very wind’s eye (right against the wind).— Hali- 
BUBTON. 

My eye .'—an exclamation of astonishment. S. 

Down comes Mr. Yates, and there was the elephant standing across Maiden Lane 
—all traffic interrupted except what could pass under her belly. And such a crowd 
—my eye !— C. Peade. 

To see eye to eye — to have the same opinions on any subject. C. A 
phrase mostly used in religious circles. 

Until we can see eye to eye (have the same views) on this question of Church 
government, it is better that we should worship apart. 


F 

Face. — A long face — a sad or mournful countenance. C. 

Everybody was punctual, everybody in their best looks ; not a tear, and hardly a 
long face (melancholy countenance) to be seen. 

To set one’s face against — to oppose with determination. P. 

The old man set his face against (sternly opposed) the marriage from the very be- 
ginning. 

To make faces — to contort the countenance. P. 

One of the pupils, a mischievous little fellow, was making faces (contorting his 
countenance) at the master from a back seat. 

To jiiLt a good face — to bear up courageously ; to show no signs of tlinch- 
ing. C. 

In a word, Mrs. Bute put a good face against fortune, and kept up appearances in 
the most virtuous manner.— Thackebay- 

Fctce toface—in immediate presence of eacli other. 

She sent for Blanche to accuse her face to face (in her presence). ~Tenj<vson. 
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To face a thing out — to refuse to retire through shame or for fear of 
obloquy. P. 

She thinks with oaths to face the matter out.— S hakespeare. 

Exp.— S)h.Q thinks that she will be able to maintain her innocence in the matter 
by taking grave oaths. 

To put a hold face upon — to act boldly, as if there was nothing to be 
ashamed of. P. 

Dundas had little, or rather nothing to say in defence of his own consistency; but 
he put a bold face on the matter, and opposed the motion.— M acaulay. 

Facile. — Facile princeps — an easy victor ; admittedly first. P. Latin. 

The special line that Sir 'W. Harcourt has undertaken is political tergiversation, 
and in that he is faoiU priiiccps, and has left all competitors beliind. — Lobb 
Salisbury, 1S87. 

Facings. — To put one through one's facings — to examine ; to inspect. C. 

The Greek books were again had out, and Grace, not at all unwillingly, was put 
through her facings. — A. Trollope, 

Fag. — The fag end — the closing piece of any work, where the interest 
flags. P. 

The subject (of sympathy shown to convicted criminals) is full of interest as a 
problem in national psychology; but involving, as it does, the whole sphere of 
criminal procedure in Italy, is too large to be dealt with at the fag end of an article. 
—Times, 1SS7. 

Fair. — Fair game — open to attack ; deserving of banter or criticism. 0. 

Bourrienne is fair game, but the whole of his statements are not worthless.— 
Spectator, Feb. IS, 1S8S. 

Fair and square — honest ; just. C. 

His conduct all through the transaction has been fair and square (honourable). 

To he on the fair u'ay or fair road to anything — to have every chance of 
attaining anything. C. 

The merchant gained largely over the late demand for silk, and is now on the fair 
way (almost certain) to make a fortune. 

7^0 hid fair — to promise well. P. 

The lad bids fair to rival (gives promise of rivalling) his elder brother in 
scholarship. 

Fair j;^ay~courtcous and just treatment of competitors or enemies. P. 

I did that to get clear of the crowd, so that I might have fair play at him (struggle 
with him on equal terms).— H aliburton. 

A wide career of unequalled security, with emoluments undoubtedly liberal for the 
average of good service, and with the moral certainty of fair play in promotion, has 
been opened up to character and talent throughout the land without distinction of 
class.— W. E. Gladstone. 

Fair and, softly goes far in, a day — courtesy and moderation enable a 
man to oliect a great deal. C. An Irish proverb. 

“Slow and sure,” said his friends, “fair and softly goes far in a day. What he 
has, he'll hold fast ; that’s more than Marvd ever did.”— Maiua Edgeworth. 
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Faith. — hi good faith — without treachery ; honourably. 

There was no doubt in any one’s mind that Allen’s father had acted in good faith 
(honestly).— Besant. 

Fall. — To fall away — to degenerate. P. 

The temptations of the lower-fourth soon proved too strong for him, and he rapidly 
fell away. — Hughes. 

To fall away from — to abandon ; to desert. P. 

“ We shall beat him yet,” said Hawes, assuming a firmness he did not feel, lest this 
man should fall away from him, and perhaps bear witness against him.— C. Keade. 

To fall flat — to cause no amusement or interest. C. 

It (the paper read by Warren Hastings) fell flat, as the best written defence must 
have fallen flat on an assembly accustomed to the animated and strenuous conflicts 
of Pitt and Fox. — Macaulay. 

Her remark fell flat— every one knows the effect of the reproduction of a worn-out 
jest — and had a sobering effect upon the little company.— James Payn. 

To fall foul of— to collide with ; to dash against ; to unwittingly attack ; 
to quarrel with. P. 

In their sallies their men might fall foul of (attack) each other.— C larendon. 

He had not been seated at table five minutes before he had managed to fall foul of 
everybody within reach.— (?oo£Z JFords, 1SS7, 

'To fall in— [a] to take one’s place in the ranks. P. A military phrase. 

Ere Charlie had finished his ration, dark though it was, the men had fallen in.— 
G. J. Whyte-Melville. 

(5) to become the property of a person after the lapse of a certain 

time. P. 

And then the inheritance fell in.— B esant. 

At his lordship’s death in the Spanish campaign, in the year ISll, his estate fell in 
to the family of the Tiptoffs. — Thackeray. 

To fall in with — to meet with ; to come across. P. 

“Did you ever fall in with any Yankees?” 

“ One or two, sir.”— C. Eeade. 

To fall off— [a] to dimmish ; to lose ground ; to deteriorate. P. 

One regrets to note that after her engagement to Tom there came a sad falling off 
in her thirst for knowledge,— Besant. 

“You have improved so upon the old days,” said the archdeacon. 

“ I hope we have not fallen olf,” said the bishop with a .smile.— A. Trolloi’E. 

(6) to become less attractive ; to Ije less pretty. C. 

She did not know how much her beauty had grown since Valentine found out and 
provided for her an infallible remedy against the dreadful disease known to girls as 
“falling off.”— Be.sant. 

To fall out — {a) to quarrel. P. 

I did upbraid her and fall out with her.— S hakespeare. 

She understood that he was a man of rank wlio had fallen out with hi.s relative.^, 
who held no communication with him ; but how the estrangement had taken place 
she did not understand.— James Payn. 
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(b) to happen. P. 

If all things fall out (happen) right, 

I shall as famous be by this exploit 

As Scythian Thomyris by Cyrus’ death. — S hakespeaee. 

And it fell out with me, as it falls out with so vast a majority of my fellows, that I 
chose the better part.— E. L. Sievenson. 

To fall tlirourjh — to be abandoned (of a scheme). P. 

These arrangements would fall through, and it was easy to know what would 
follow.—PiioUDE. 

To fall to — to commence with energy (generally said of eating). C. 

“The Bells do, father,” laughed Meg, as she set the basin and a knife and fork 
before him. “Well?” 

“ Seem to, my pet,” said Trotty, falling to with great vigour. — D ickenh. 

To fall to the. ground — [a) to fail from lack of support ; to be abandoned 
(of some i:)roposition). P. 

You had better let them know that Sir Abraham is of opinion that there is no case 
at any rate against Mr. Harding, and that as the action is worded at present it must 
fall to the ground.— A. Trollope. 

{h) to have no practical effect. 

These were your words, sir ; they did not fall to the ground.— C. Eeade. 

If we were trying to hold Egypt against France, the whole of these calculations fall 
to the ground . — Fortnifjhtly Review, 1S87. 

To fall short — to be deficient. P. 

Her place had been supplied by an excellent woman, who had fallen little short of 
(nearly equalled) a mother in affection. — Jane Austen. 

To fall in love udfh — to become enaniotired of. P. 

On our first acquaintance I clearly saw that he was not disposed to pay court to my 
fortune, and I had also then coolness of judgment sufficient to perceive that it was 
not probable he should fall in love with my person. — M arta. Edge wor-th. 

To try a fall — to engage in a wrestling match. P. 

You shall try but one fall (engage only once in a wrestle with each other).— 
Shakespeare. 

To fall Upon one’’ s fief — to escape injury ; to be fortunate. C. The meta- 
phor is l)orrowed from the natural fact that a cat, when thrown from 
a height, alights on its feet, and thus e.scapes any serious hurt. 

As usual, I observe that you have fallen upon your feet. — M(i cm Ulan's Magazine, 
1S37. 

Family. — A person of family — a well-born person. P. 

And IMr. Irwine’s sisters, as any person of family (lady or gentleman) within ten 
miles of Broxon could have testified, wore such stupid, uninteresting women. — 
Ceor(5E Eliot. 

Fancy. — Fancy free — with the affections not engaged. P. 

In maiden meditation, fancy free. — Shakespeare. 

Had she dared to say so, she might have hinted very prettily that with him the 
sunshine would return to Norfolk Street ; but she was no longer fancy free (she was 
now devoted to a lover).— James Payn. 
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The fancy — sporting characters ; prize-fighters ; dog-fanciers. S. 

The patrons of the fancy (prize-fighting) are proud of their champion’s condition. 
— Geouge Eliot. 

Far. — Fa?' ff 07 ie — deeply affected by some strong infiiiencej such as 
disease, drink, or love. C. 

He felt a void in his heart that quite startled him. He had no idea he was so far 
gone (in love). — Gr. J. ’Whyte-Melvillt!:. 

It was a fortunate circumstance for Miss Fanny Squeers that when her worthy 
papa returned home on the night of the small tea-party, he was what the initiated 
term too far gone (too drunk) to observe the numerous tokens of extreme vexation 
of spirit which were clearly visible in her countenance. — Dickens. 

A fai' cry — a long distance. P. A phrase' borrowed from the well- 
known saying, “It is a far cry to Lochawe,” 

It is a far cry from Paris to Kairwan . — Fortnightly Review, 1887. 

It is a far cry from Portugal to Bohemia.— Coatmporar?/ Review, 1887. 

Far and away — completely ; beyond comparison. P. 

Public opinion is not altogether wrong in crediting the Jews with an amount of 
wealth larger by a good deal than is their due, and, what is perhaps more to the 
point, a proportion of rich families far and away beyond anything that is found 
among Gentiles.— 5pcctotof, 1887. 

Fa?’ nwite — do nothing ; idleness. An Italian phrase. See Dolce f.vr 

NIENTE. 

The far niente of her Italian life had entered into her very soul.— A. Trollope. 

Far from it — not at all ; by no moans. P. 

“Mr. Dickson, you say, is not, strictly speaking, handsome?” 

“Handsome! Oh no; far from it (anything but that)— certainly plain.”— Jane 
Austen. 

Farthest. — At farthed; at the farthest — making the larges^ possible 
allowance of time. P. 

Parliament will certainly rise the first week in April at farthest (not later than the 
first week in April).— Chesterfield. 

Fashion. — After a fashion — to a certain degree ; in a certain nominal 
way (generally said dispai’agingly). P. 

He knows French after a fashion (has a certain knowledge of French; not a 
thorough knowledge). 

Fast. — To play fast and loose or at fast and loose — to act in a way in- 
consistent with one’s promises or engagements ; to bc]ia\'e with incon- 
stancy ; to show no consideration for. P. 

And shall these hand.s, so lately purged of blood, 

Play fast and loose with (disregard) faith? — Shakespeare. 

I hoped you had more pride than to lot him play fast and loose with you in this 
manner, — Florence Marrvat. 

“It’s a shame, by heavens!” said George, “to play at fast and loose with a 
young girl’s affections.” — T hackeray. 
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Fat. — To live on the fat of the land — to have every luxury. P. 

It is well known th^t the family of the Slopes never starve : they always fall on 
their feet like cats ; and let them fall where they wiU, they live on the fat of the 
land.— A. Thollope. 

The fat is in the fire — there is a great splutter and confusion. F. 

He’s a credit to your nation, that man. He’s actually the first pot-hook on the 
crane ; the whole weight is on him : if it weren’t for him the fat would be in the fire 
in no time (things would very quickly be in confusion).— Halieurton. 

To hill the fatted calf— to prepare the best food in the house for an ex- 
pected guest. P. The phrase is used in the parable of the Prodigal 
Son (Luke xv.). 

To be sure, he does not live on husks (penuriously), nor has he yet returned to ask 
for the fatted calf (a warm reception), and from all they can hear he lives in a good 
house.— B esant. 

Father. — The Father of Waters — the river Kile. P. 

Easselas was the fourth son of the mighty emperor in whose dominions the Father 
of Waters begins his course.— Samuel Johnson. 

To father anything on a person — to ascribe its origin to him. P. 

Of the poor pagan poets, it must be confessed 
That time, and transcribing, and critical note. 

Have fathered much on them which they never wrote. — Byron. 

Fault. — To a fault — even more than is required ; to excess. P. 

The golden youth is generous to a fault. — Wm. Black. 

He was kind to a fault.— T homas Hardy. 

At fault — puzzled; in a difficulty how to proceed. P. Said of a dog 
when it has missed the scent. 

And then the two set about foraging for tea, in which operation the master was 
much at fault (puzzled how to proceed). — Hughes. 

In faxdt — to blame ; erring. P. 

Is Antony or we in fault (to blame) for this ’—Shakespeare. 

To find fault with — to blame ; to be displeased with. P. 

We’d find no fault with (not blame) the tithe-woman, if I were the parson.— 
Shakespeare. 

Faux. — A faux pas — a false step ; a breach of moral conduct. C. 
French. 

Then it was he committed a/aitaj •pas. — C. Reade. 

Feast — Feast of reason and flow of sold — intellectual intercourse where 
the conversation reaches a high point of excellence. P. 

There St. John (pronounce Svnjun) mingles with my friendly bowl, 

The feast of reason and the flow of soul. — Pope. 

The guest now escaped the pomp of grand entertainments, was allowed to enjoy 
ease and conversation, and to taste some of that feast of reason and that flow of soul 
so often talked of and so seldom enjoyed. — Maria Edgeworth. 
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Feather. — To feather one's nest — to provide for one’s own personal com- 
fort and interests ; to lay by money for oneself. C. 

You have forgot this, have you, now you have feathered your nest ? (since you have 
made a sufficient provision for yourself) — Conoreve. 

Mr. Felspar, too, seems, by all accounts, to have feathered his own nest, which, 
from what I have heard of him from- Mrs. Jennynge— he behaved most graspingly 
about a picture—I am not the least surprised at.— James Payn. 

A feather in one's cap — an honour. P. 

The fellow’s very carelessness about these charges (accusations) was, in Margaret’s 
eyes, a feather in his cap (something to be proud of), and proved, for one thing, their 
absolute want of foundation.— James Payn. 

In full feather — in elaborate costume. C. 

Annabella was at the ball in full feather (elaborately dressed). 

In hi(jh feather — in high spirits ; exultant. C. 

Martin leads the way in high feather ; it is quite a new sensation to him getting 
companions. —Hugh es. 

To show or fly the \chite feathei — to betray signs of fear ; to be a 
coward. C. 

My blood-ran a little cold at that, but I finished my liquor. It was no use flying a 
white feather (showing signs of fear); so say I (I said), “Here’s to the Corsair’s 
bride.”"-C. Beade. 

Fee. — Fee-fawfum. See Fie-fgh-fum. 

This is very good and original. The “boiling” is in the first fee-faw-fum style, 
and the old allusion to the “ old champion in the black cap ” has the real Ogresque 
humour,— Thackeray. 

Fell . — Dr. Fell — a character mentioned in a verso of Tom Brovm’s 
(1GC3-1704), and often referred to in literature. When a person is 
disliked, but no specific reason can be assigned for this dislike, it is 
usual to quote the lines — 

I do not love thee. Dr. Fell, 

The reason why I cannot tell ; 

But this alone I know full well, 

T do not love thee, Dr. Fell. 

Can it be the story of old Dr. Fell (an instinctive dislike, impossible to explain) ; or 
is it the mere radiance of a foul soul that thus transpires through and transfigures its 
clay continent ?— B. L. Stevenson. 

Fiddle. — To play first fiddle — to take the lead in anytliing. F. 

Tom had no idea of playing first fiddle (taking the lead) in any social orchestra 
(friendly gathering). — Dicke n.'^. 

To play second fiddle — to take a subordinate position. F. 

She had inherited from her mother an extreme objection to playing, in any 
orchestra whatsoever, the second fiddle (occupying, under any circumstance.s, a 
secondary place).— James Payn. 

Scotch fiddle — the itch (so called from the motion of the hand in scratch- 
ing). S. 
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Fiddle-de-dee — an exclamation of impatience and contempt. C. 

I told him I was discouraged and unhappy; Ms daughter’s heart seemed above my 
reach. 

“Fiddle-de-dee!” (away with such talk), said he. “It all comes of this new 
system— courting young ladies before marriage spoils them.” — E eade. 

Fiddler. — Fiddler'.^ Green — a fabled place of happiness and jollity ; the 
Happy Land of sailors. F. 

Says the parson one day as I cursed a Jew : 

“ Now, do you not know that is a sin ? 

Of you sailors I fear there are but a few 

That St. Peter to heaven would ever let in.” 

Says I, “ Mr. Parson, to tell you my mind, 

Few sailors to knock were ever yet seen ; 

Those who travel by land may steer against wind, 

But we shape a course for Fiddler’s Green.” 

Song quoted in H. E. Haggardls “ Dctifu?.” 

FiddleFs ne^ofi — news that comes very late. F. 

“Have you heard that the Pope is ill?”-— “Oh, that’s fiddler’s news” (known to 
every one). 

Fiddlestick. — Flddlestich or fiddlesticks — an exclamation of impatience ; 
nonsense. F. 

“A question of fiddlestick!” (mere nonsense), cried the doctor angrily, walking 
about the room.— Mus. Oliphant. 

Fie. — Fie-foh-fum — words such as would be uttered by a bloodthirsty 
monster ; blustering talk. F. 

Fie, foh, and fum, 

I smell the blood of an Englishman.— S h a kespeaue. 

Field — To he in the field — to be a competitor for any prize. C. 

From the very first, Mitchell perceived that there could be little hope for him so 
long as Gilbert Segrave remained in the field (continued to be a competitor). — Good 
Words, 1887, 

To Iceep or hold the field — to maintain one’s ground against all oppo- 
nents. P. 

There all day long Sir Pelleas kept the field (proved himself victorious against all 
competitors). — T ennyson. 

To talce the field — to commence warlike operations. P. 

Napoleon took the field (began the campaign) with 100,000 picked troops. 

Pig. — A fig for any one — an expression of contempt = “ What do I care 
for him ! ” F. 

Let it come, i’ faith, and I’ll pledge you all ; and a fig for Peter ! — S hakespeaue. 
Yet, whoop, Jack ! kiss Gillian the quicker, 

Till she bloom like the rose, and a fig for the vicar ! — S oott. 

Fight.-— fight shy ofi—to avoid. C. 

If you fight shy of him, miss, you may remember this, that you will fight shy of 
me at the same time.— A. Trollope. 


8 
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To fight for one's own hand — ^to struggle for one’s personal interests. P. 

In opposition you will recover vigour and freedom ; you will fight for your own 
hand . — The Mistletoe Bough, 1885. 

Each should fight for his own hand.— W m. Black:. 

Figure. — To make a figtire — to distinguish oneself. P. 

Besides, he would have been greatly hurt not to be thought well of in the world ; 
he always meant to make a figure (distinguish himself), and be thought worthy of the 
best seats and the best morsels. — George Eliot. 

To figure out — to ascertain an amount by careful computation. F. 

I have fi.gured out the expenses of the trip, and find it will cost us at least twenty 
pounds. 

To figiire up — to add items into a total. F. 

To cut a figure — to make a grand appearance. C. 

He ruined his mother that he might cut a figure (appear splendid) at the univer- 
sity.— Thackeray. 

Fin. — To Up another your fin — to shake hands with him. S. 

Come, old fellow, tip us your fin (shake hands with me). 

Find. — To find oneself— to provide for oneself; to buy provisions foi 
oneself. F, Said of a servant or employ^. 

Otherwise he “found” himself in childish fashion out of the six or seven weekly 
shillings. — F. Marzials, in Life of Lichens. 

To find it in one's heart — to persuade oneself. P. 

I could not find it in my heart (persuade myself) to dismiss the old man, who had 
been about the house so long. 

Fine. — In fine — in conclusion ; to sum up. P. 

In fine, Bob was despatched for a coach, the visitors keeping shop meanwhile. — 
Dickens. 

Finger. — To have a finger in the pie — to be mixed up in any affair. C. 

But then they dearly loved having a finger in the pie parochial.— Hugh Conway. 

Instead of every man airing his self-consequence, thinking it bliss to talk at ran- 
dom about things, and to put his finger in every pie (interfere in every affair), you 
should seriously understand that there is a right way of doing things.— M. Arnold. 

To have at one' s fi-ngers' ends — to be able to repeat or use without any 
trouble (generally of something committed to memory). C. 

He was the boy to talk (very clever at talking) to the public : soft sawder— dignified 
reproach— friendly intercourse,— he had them all at his fingers’ ends.— C. Beade. 

He had Greek at his fingers’ ends. — A. Trollope. 

To arrive at one's fingers' ends — to be reduced to poverty ; to bo in great 
straits. C. 

Before he was three months out of Iiis Government post, Brown had. arrived at his 
fingers’ ends (come to great poverty). 

•Fire. — To fire up — to become angry ; to show indignation. C. 

How a high-minded, honest man would have fired up at this.— B. L. Farjbon, 
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First. — First choj) — first-rate ; of the highest excellence. F. A^Anglo- 
Chinese expression. 

“As for poetry, I hate poetry.” — “Pen’s is not first chop,” says Warrington. — 
Thackeray. 

Fish. — Ffeitlier fsh, fleshy nor good red herring — difficult to classify; 
having no pronounced character. C. A phrase used by Tom Brown 
and Dryden. 

Was he a Tory or a Liberal? or was he neither fish, flesh, nor the other thing? 

Neither fish nor fowl — odd ; difficult to classify. C. 

She would be a betwixt-and-between kind of thing, as the cook said, with her nose 
in the air—neither fish nor fowl— and very likely a spy and a plague.— Mas. E. Lynn 
Linton. 

A fish out of loader. Said of a person who is placed in a position which 
is strange and distasteful to him. F. 

Mr. Dance stood there, as he said, “like a fish out of water.”— E. L. Stevenson. 

A loose fish — a man of dissipated liabits. F. 

Mr. Henry Fielding, a writer of plays and novels then much in vogue, but a sad, 
loose fish.— G. A. Sala. 

A queer fish — an eccentric person. F. 

“ And what sort of fellow did you find Crawley, Uncle Tom?” 

“ Such a queer fish— so unlike anybody else in the world ! A. Trollope. 

AlVs fish that comes to his net — he is not very particular or scrupu- 
lous. C. 

Everything is fish that comes to Mr. Frey’s not.— Feb. IS, 18S8. 

To inalce fish of one and flesh of another — to treat two persons in difier- 
ent fashions ; to show partiality. F. 

I mean to show no favouritism; all the class will receive the same treatment. I 
do not mean to make fish of one and flesh of another. 

To fish for compliments — to converse in a way that induces people to pay 
compliments to you; to lead people to praise you, because they see 
you wish to be praised. 0. 

“ But you did, perhaps,” she added innocently, fishing for a compliment.— T hoihas 
Hardy. 

Other fish to fry— other business to attend to. F. 

“ I never asked you about your spill the other night,” says she in her loud voice ; 
“ I had other fish to fry.”— E hoda Broughton. 

“ My dear girl,” he said, “I have no wish to tempt your feet from the paths of 
domestic virtue— no wish to harm you. I have finer fish to fry.”— H. Conway. 

Give your oion fi.sh-guts to your own sea-maws — give what you have to 
spare to those who belong to you, and not to strangers. S. 

The contracts should be given to English companies ; let us keep our own fish -guts 
for our own sea-maws (our good things for our own citizens). 
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Pit. — To Jit in with — to agree exactly with. P, 

Under such temptations careless or ill-educated people, even if they would not 
invent circumstances or dates, are extremely apt to twist them so as to fit in with 
what they have undertaken to prove, — Spectator^ April jf4, 1S8S. 

To he Jit — to be in good health. S. 

“ How are you?” — “ Very fit, thank you ; never felt better.” 

Fits.~-Sy jits and scarfs— spasmodically ; without steady application. P. 

He works by fits and starts (with intervals of idleness), and will not apply liimself. 

Flag. — The Jlag at hcdf-mast. This is a sign of mourning, observed 
especially by vessels in harbour, when any personage dies. P. 

“ I noticed that the flag on the castle was half-mast high.” 

“ Indeed !” sighed Ella; “ then I fear I have some fellow-sufferer” (some one else 
has lost a near relative).— J ames Payn. 

To hang out th.e white jlag — to show willingness to come to terms, gener- 
ally in token of surrender. P. 

Bazaine at length resolved to hang out the white flag (intimate to the enemy that 
he was willing to surrender). 

To harig out the red jlag — [a] to intimate danger. P. The red flag 
warns of danger. 

White is aU right, 

Eed is all wrong, 

Green goes gently bowling along. 

Mnemonic Rhyme for Railway Signalmen. 

(b) to give signal for battle. . P. 

The Chesapeake then hung out her red flag (gave the signal for fighting), and was 
answered by a broadside from the Shannon. 

Flame. — A flame — a sweetheart. P. 

A few miles off in the valley, w’here she never by any chance went, the excursion 
trains used to vomit forth, at Easter and in Whitsun week, throngs of the mill 
hands of the period, cads and their flames.— O uida. 

An old flame — a former sweetheart. C. 

I suppose she was an old flame of the colonel’s. — T hackeuay. 

Flare. — To flare up — to go into a passion. C. 

At this reference to her husband, she flared up (showed her indignation), and 
asked the man what he meant 

Flash. — A flash in the pan — an abortive attempt ; a failure of some am- 
bitious undertaking. P. The phrase is taken from a flint-lock gun 
which, though loaded, fails sometimes to go off when the flint is struck. 

The rising at Kilrush was a mere flash in the i^an (an abortive attempt). 

The flash gentry — thieves; professional rogues. F. 

‘‘Nice boys, both,” said their father. “They won’t turn up their noses as if they 
were gentlemen. A pretty kind of flash gentlemen you are I ” — Behant. 



Flat 


[ IIV ] 


Fling 


To flash fire — to throw angry or passionate glances ; to make the eyes 
glisten with strong emotion. P. 

The eyes of the Indian monarch flashed fire, and his dark brow grew darker, as 
he replied, “ I will be no man’s tributary.” — Prescott. 

Flat. — To fall flat — to fail to cause interest or amusement. P. 

She had a dry, queer humour, and loved a joke; but Phil’s fell very flat (his jokes 
were very far from interesting her) this night. — B lackmore. 

A flat — a dull-witted person. S. 

He hasn’t got these qualities yet, or he wouldn’t have been such a flat to-night as 
to let Jack Haggles go in out of his turn. — Hughes. 

Flea. — A flea-hite — something trifling ; a thing of no importance. F. 

Doubtless to a man of Mr. Aird’s fortune such things are but flea-bites.— James 
Payn. 

A flea in one^s ear — an annoying suggestion ; an unwelcome repulse. S. 

“ I wouldn’t do it, if it was ever so !” exclaimed Mrs. Jennynge, who in this ex- 
tremity had utterly discarded her French for the vernacular. ‘‘ You try it yourself, 
and see if he don’t put you down pretty quick, or send you flying with a flea in your 
ear” (with a sharp rebuke). — James Payn. 

Flesh. — Flesh-j)ots, or the flesh-pots of Egypt — material welfare ; sordid 
considerations. P. The reference is to the conduct of the children of 
Israel in the desert, many of whom grew weary of the plain food. 
See Ex. xvi. 3. 

And he was grateful to her father (on account of the dowry) for her, not for him- 
self, with whom the flesh-pots did not count. — Mrs. E. Lyen Linton. 

I had forgiven her ; I had not felt that it was anything but an escape not to have 
married a girl who had it in her to take back her given word and break a fellow’s 
heart for mere flesh-pots.— H enry James, jun. 

Flesh and blood— humim nature. P. 

Not as I wish to speak disrespectful o’ them as have got the power i’ their hands, 
but it’s more than flesh and blood (human nature) ’ul bear sometimes.— George 
Eliot. 

To make the flesh creex> — to cause a sensation of dread and horror. P. 

“My dear Mr. Aird, you make our flesh creep I” (you horrify us), remonstrated 
Mrs. Wallace; whereupon he desisted. — James Payn. 

Fling. — To fling from — to leave hastily in ill temper; to quit in dis- 
gust. C. 

Ho flung from her and went out of the room, — S. Eichardson. 

To fling over — to desert ; to cease to assist or patronize. G. 

“ Of course, the old girl will fling him over,” said the physician. — Thackeray. 

To have a fling at ; to indulge in a fling at — to attack sarcastically. C. 

I even went so far as to indulge in a fling at (attack sarcastically) the State House, 
which, as we all know, is in truth a very imposing structure,— Holmes, 
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To have one's fling — to indulge in fun or in dissipation. S. 

The time which Tom allowed himself away from his charge was from locking-up 
till supper-time. During this hour or hour-and-half he used to take his fling (give 
way to unrestrained fun). — Hughes. 

As for me, all I look forward to is to have my little fling (indulge in a little dissi- 
pation), and then to give up the gaieties of London and take a quiet villa and have 
a garden.— Bes ANT. 

Flint. — To fix another's flint for him — to punish him. S. 

That is worse still,” said I, ‘‘because you can’t resent it yourself. Leave him to 
me, and I’ll fix his flint for him ” (castigate him). — Halibukton. 

To shin a flint — to be excessively mean m one’s dealings. F. 

Flipper. — A tip of the flipper — a shake of the hand. Sailors’ slang. 

I say, old fellow, give me a tip of your flipper (shake hands with me). 

Floor. — To take the floor — to rise to address a public meeting. P-. 

Mr. Hardcastle then took the floor (rose to speak), and, in a long and able speech, 
advocated the cause of bi-metallism. 

To have the floor — to have the right of addressing a meeting by rising 
before other intending speakers. P. 

The chairman ruled that Judge Ellis had the floor (possessed the right to speak). 

Flotsam. — Flotsam and goods lost at sea, and either floating in 

the water or cast on shore. P. 

But even Germans, like Herr von Hartmann, who set such store by a thorough 
knowledge of modern languages— which means to them French and English in the 
first place— would not be long in perceiving how much they had lost in throwing 
overboard, as so much flotsam and jetsam, the only intelligent clue to the under- 
standing of the long and difficult words of English and of French and her sister 
tongues of Latin descent.— J■o^^rna^ of Education^ February 1S88, 

Fly. — Fly-away — absurd ; fantastic. F. 

It was not easy to put her into a fly-away bonnet now, or to keep the bonnet in its 
place on the back of her poor nodding head when it was got on.— Dickens. 

To fly out against or at — to speak in a rash, impulsive manner against. C. 

It ’ud ill become a man in a public office to fly out (speak rashly) again’ King 
George.— George Eliot. 

Poor choleric Sir Brian would fly out at his coachman, his butler, or his game- 
keeper ; would use language to them which, proceeding from any other master, would 
have brought about a prompt resignation on the part of the aggrieved servant.— 
Good Words, 1SS7. 

To fly in the face of— to oppose directly and in a reckless fashion. C. 

Every evening before we left Paris I saw her, and implored her to trust herself to 

me and leave Paris as my wife But, with all this, she was firm, and would not fly 

in her parents’ face.— C. Eeade. 

To Jiy in the face of Providence — to do a deliberately imprudent thing; 
to court danger or death. C. 

Dr. Cooper had told her that to sleep with the child would be to fly in the face 
of Providence; for if any mischief was really brewing, she would in that case be 
certain to suffer from it.— James Payn. 
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With flying colours — honourably; triumphantly. P. 

But for my part I have always thought that their both getting their degree at last 
with flying colours (in a distinguished way) after three weeks of a famous coach 
(private tutor) for fast men, four nights without going tubed, and an incredible con- 
sumption of wet towels, strong cigars, and brandy-and-water, was one of the most 
astonishing feats of mental gymnastics I ever heard of. — M. Aunold. 

The Flying Dutchmoun — the name applied to the express train running 
from London to Exeter on the broad-gauge railway ; so called on 
account of its speed. The term originally belonged to a phantom ship, 
which was supposed to fly over the waves till the day of judgment. 

Then he went on to other superstitions, the Plying Dutchman, etc. — R H. Daxa, 
JUN. 

To fly off at the handle — to become excited ; to act impulsively. F. 

He was full of crotchets that way, and the sight of the sea, or even a mere flower, 
would make him fly right off at the handle. — H alibuhton. 

Fold. — To fold one^s hands — to be idle ; to do nothing hut rest one- 
seH. C. 

To no New Yorker, to no American, would that (the possession of a fortune) seem 
a reason for folding his Nineteenth Century, 1887. 

Follow. — To follow suit — to behave in the same manner; to do as the 
person before you has done. C. A phrase borrowed from card-playing. 

But when the fortunes of Kingscliff began to rise, the fortunes of the gallant 
admiral followed suit,— (Joocf Words, 1887. 

Food. — To hecome food for fishes — to be drowned. F. 

But he was dead enough, for all that, being both shot and drowned, and was food 
for fish in the very place where he had designed my slaughter,— B. L. Stevenson. 

“ If you’d been of the same kidney as Sawney M'Gillicuddy,” he said, speaking of 
the poor Scotch lad who had died, “ I’d have made you food for fishes long ago.”— G. 
A. Sala. 

To he food for worms — to be in one’s grave ; to be dead and buried. F. 

The certificates are all genuine : Snawley had another son, he has been married, 
twice, his first wife is dead : none but her ghost could tell she didn’t write that letter; 
none hut Snawley himself can tell that this is not his son, and that his son is food for 
worms. — DroEENs. 

Food for 2^oiuder — a contemptuous name applied to soldiers. F. 

There go the poor conscripts— food for powder (soon to be shot down on the battle- 
field). 

Fool. — To he a fool for onds jpaijis — to take unnecessary and thankless 
trouble. F. 

If you propose to take him in and board him for that small sum, you win he a fool 
for your pains (trouble yourself needlessly, and receive no thanks). 

A fooFs paradise — a state of happiness where everything is unreal and 
certain to be shattered. 

Into a limbo large and broad, since called 

The Paradise of Fools.— Milton, Paradise Lost, hk. m., 1. h9B. 
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I feel a little humiliated, Claire ; but I think I am the better for all these lessons. 
See in what a fool’s paradise (deceptive state of happiness) I used to live.— B esajn't. 

To make a fool o/— to deceive ; to make ridiculous. P. 

It was all very well to have Mr. Slope at her feet, and to show her power by mak- 
ing an utter fool of a clergyman.— A. TROLnorE. 

To fool aioay — to spend on objects of little value. C. 

Instead of learning your lessons for to-morrow, you have been fooling away (fritter- 
ing) your time with the animals. 

Foot. — To put the hast foot foremost or forward — [a] to walk as rapidly 
as possible ; to exert oneself to the utmost. C. 

The girl made up her mind to put the best foot foremost (put forth all her powders 
of walking), and run through her terrors at such a pace that none of them could lay 
hold of her.~E. Blackmore. 

(6) to make the best display possible. C. 

Linlithgow put her best foot forward (made her best appearance) last Saturday, 
when the freedom of that ancient and royal city was presented to the Earl of Bose- 
herj.—St. Andreius Citizen, 18SG. 

To put one^s foot in it — to make an awkward mistake ; to say something 
embarrassing. C. 

Women have such confounded queer ways. You’re sure to put your foot in it ii 
you intermeddle. — W m. Black. 

With one foot in the grave — very feeble; having but a short time to 
live. P. 

It is sometimes the fate of a poet to succeed, only when he has one foot in the 
grave (has but a short time longer to live).— Besant. 

To put down onds foot — to refuse to go further ; to be firm in refusing. C. 

I remember when the late Sir George Cornwall Lewis wanted to get some statistics 
about the religious denominations, your friend Bottles, who is now a millionaire and 
a Churchman, was then a Particular Baptist. “No,” says Bottles, “here I put 
down my foot (refuse firmly). No Government on earth shall ask me whether I am 
a Particular Baptist or a Muggletonian,” — M. Arnold. 

At one's feet — submissive; in a suppliant attitude. C. 

It was all very well to have Mr. Slope at her feet, to show her power by making an 
utter fool of a clergyman. — A. Trollope. 

The cloven foot — one of the marks of the devil. To display the cloven 
foot is to betray an evil pui’pose. C. 

At a subsequent meeting he (Dr. Bitchie) had to answer the charge that his party 
were showing the cloven foot (displaying sinister designs). The doctor was attired, 
as was his wont, punctiliously — knee-breeches, silk stockings, and dress shoes. So, 
extending his shapely limb, he asked with an air of triumph, “ Do you call that a 
cloven foot?” Whereupon a mechanic in the gallery shouted out in a gruff voice, 
“ Tak’ aif (take off) the shoe, sir, and weTl see D r. Guthrie. 

But they had not long been man and wife ere Tom began to show the cloven foot. — 
O. J, Whvte-Melville. 
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To foot it — to dance. C. 

Of course they found the master’s house locked up and all the servants a'way in the 
close, about this time no doubt footing it away on the grass. — Hughes. 

To put one's foot on another's nech — to crusli or trample upon him. P. 

She should tramp the roads as a mendicant. He would put his foot on her neck.— - 
Hall Caine. 

To fall on one's feet — to meet with unexpected good-luck. C 

I had certainly fallen on my feet.— TmpZe Bar, 1888. 

To foot a hill — to pay the expenses incurred. C. 

Goa, in the case of final French occupation, might continue its work of propagand- 
ism, but the Church would have to look after the work and foot the bills.— Ha7’pcr’s 
Monthly, Sejotembcr 1887. 

The firstfoot — the person who is the first to cross the threshold of a 
hoitse on New-Year’s morning. P. 

It matters not upon which side of the Border it may be — and northward the 
feeling extends far beyond the Border — there is a mysterious, an ominous importance 
attached to the individual who first crosses the threshold after the clock lias struck 
twelve at midnight on the 31st of December, or who is the first-foot in a house after 
the new year has began.— JFusoJi's Tales of the Border. 

To pay one's footing— to pay the necessary fees or perquisites on being 
admitted to any club or society. P. 

When he had paid liis footing, the members all wished him good-luck, and drank 
his health. 

Force. — To force a man's hand — to compel him to act prematurely, or 
to adopt a policy he dislikes. P. 

Th-e best guarantee against such a course is the repugnance of the German em- 
peror to engage in a new struggle ; but if it were determined on by all but himself, 
the emperor’s hand might be forced (the emperor might be compelled unwillingly 
to declare war).— (Spec^a^cl7’, 1886. 

To come into force — (of a law or regulation) to begin to be enforced. P. 

The law making paper money no longer legal tender comes into force (is put in 
actual operation) next July. 

Fore. — To the fore — present ; on the scene. C. 

It never did really occur to him that any one would have the wild audacity to run 
away with one of his sisters, while he, Mr. Tom Beresford, was to the fore.— W m. 
Black. 

Forelock.” ^<5 tahe time or occasion hy the foreloch — to avoid delay ; to 
be on the alert for every available opportunity. C. Time is repre- 
sented as an old man with a single lock of hair on the forehead, and 
an hour-glass and a scythe in his hands. 

Time flies here with such a frightful rapidity that I am compelled to seise occasion 
by the forelock.— Thackekay. 
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Forget. — To forget oneself —to be guilty of an unworthy act or word j 
to lose command of one’s tongue or temper. P. 

The little gentleman shocked the propriety of the breakfast-table by a loud 
utterance of three words, of which the two last were “Webster’s Unabridged,” and 
the first was an emphatic monosyllable (“ damn”). “ Beg pardon,” he added — “for- 
got myself” (I have said hastily what I should not).— Holmes. 

Fork. — To forJc out — to hand out money; to take from one’s pocket. S. 

m fork out and stump.— D ickens. 

If I am willing to fork out a sum of money, he may be willing to give up his chance 
of Diplow. — Geouge Eliot. 

Forlorn. — A forlorn Jiojpe — a desperate venture. P. 

He had not merely, as the French say, the courage of his opinions; but his 
opinions became principles, and gave him that gallantry of fanaticism which made 
him always ready to head a forlorn hope.— J. R. Lowell, on Josiah Quincy. 

Form. — In form — in good condition ; able to do oneself credit. C. 

“ Were you in form, Babs?” asked Mrs. Gaysworthy. — Mrs. E. Lynn Linton. 

Forty. — Forty winJcs — a short sleep during the day. F. 

Then came forty winks ; and afterwards he would play whist for high stakes.— 
Saturday Beview, 1888. 

Fours. — To go on all fours — (a) to crawl on the hands and feet or on the 
hands and knees. P. 

He looked up and beheld what he judged, by the voice, to be Mrs. Armytage; her 
face was averted from him, and kept close to the cliff, down w’hich she had been 
proceeding backward, and on all fours (using hands as weU as feet), until fear and 
giddiness had checked her progress.— James Payn. 

[h] to be exactly apposite. P. 

No simile can go on all fours.— Macaulay. 

What was it Brabantio said to OtheUo after the council scene ? “ She has deceived 
her father, and may thee.” The quotation isn’t quite on all fours, but it’s near 
enough.— F. Anstey. 

Fourth. — The fourth estate — the press; newspapers. P. 

All these I have had to pass by, and to confine myself to a broad and general de- 
scription of the origin of those higher representatives of journalism which we all 
have in our minds when we speak of the activity and power of the fourth estate.— 
Charles Peabody, in English Journalism. 

The Fourth of July — the United States’ national holiday. P, 

We may prove that we are this, and that, and the other— our Fourth of July 
orators have proved it time and again — the census has proved it.— J. R. Lowell. 

Free.— ^ free fight— o, fight joined in by a whole crowd; a promiscuous 
comi^at. C. 

So many free fights, brave robberies, gallant murders, dauntless kickings.— 
Besant. 

To make free — to venture ; to be bold enough. C. 

My landlord made free to send up a jug of claret without my asking, — 
Thaokeray. 
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Freedom. — The freedom of a city — immunity from county jurisdiction, 
and the privilege of corporate taxation and self-government held 
under a charter from the crown. The right to share in these pri- 
vileges is conferred, with the parliamentary franchise or right of 
voting, on distinguished persons whom the city desires to honour. P. 

Linlithgow put her best foot forward last Saturday, when the freedom of that 
ancient and royal city was presented to the Earl of Eosebery.-— Andrews Citizen, 
lSS(j. 

French. — To talce French leave — (a) to go off secretly, without notice or 
warning ; to elope. C. 

The truth is, she had quitted the premises for many hours, and upon that permis- 
sion which is called French leave among us.— Thackeray. 

But as I was certain I should not be allowed to leave the enclosure, my only plan 
was to take French leave, and slip out when nobody was watching. — E. L. 
Stevenson. 

You must take French leave and run away from Newly and your charming wife 
for six months.— Austen Pember. 

(&) to enter without invitation ; to do anything without obtaining 

permission. C. 

The solicitor, taking French leave, led us across the spacious vestibule to the 
library, much to the amazement of the servants.— B. L. Farjeon. 

To frighten the French — to inspire great terror. F. 

The look of you and your armed companions is enough to frighten the French. 

Friday. — A man Friday — a constant and submissive attendant. P. 
See Defoe’s RoUnson Crusoe, 

He flung himself down at little Osborne’s feet, and loved him. Even before they 
were acquainted, he had admired Osborne in secret. Now he was his valet, his dog, 
his man Friday.— T hackeray, 

Friend. — A friend at court — a person with influence in a powerful 
quarter. P. 

“Not in that place, p’raps,” returned the grinder, with a wink. “I shouldn’t 
wonder— friends at court, you know — but never you mind, mother, just now ; I’m 
all right, that’s all.”— Dickens. 

To he friends with — to be on good terms with. C. 

“ Why were you so glad to be friends with M. Paul?” asks the reader.— C urreb 
Bell. 

To make friends — to become friendly; to be reconciled after a quar- 
rel. C. 

This was a stinger (sharp retort) ; and so sudden, his hearers looked rather sheep- 
ish at him. It was the policeman who answered : — 

“ If you will come to the station, I will undertake to find you that.” 

Patrick assented, and on the way they made friends (became friendly).— C. Eeadk. 

To he friends — to be on friendly terms. F. 

Look here, Gilbert, I want to be friends with you again. — W. E. Norris. 
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Front. — To come to the front — to take a prominent position; to rise to 
a chief place. P. 

About this time Bismarck began to come to the front (take a prominent iDosition) 
in European politics. 

Fry. — Small fry — insignificant people. C. 

The coming of Sheridan was quite another matter. Compared with him all other 
managers were small fry (insignificant).— J ames Payn. 

Out of the fryiiuj-yan into the fire — from a bad position into a worse. C. 

If it were not for Claire I would jump out of this frying-pan, which scorches and 
broils— yes, still, after twenty years and more— into the fire which burns. — B esant. 

“I’m out of the frying-pan into the fire ” (in a still worse predicament), she said, 
laughing. “ Instead of one, I have now two to contend with.” 

Full. — Full dress — the dress worn on occasions of ceremony. For men, 
a black suit with swallow-tail coat, and open vest, and a white neck- 
tie constitute full dress. Ladies’ full dress leaves the shoulders 
bare. 

One round white arm rested on the window-ledge, and her long black hair fell in 
loose masses over the snowy garments which, constituting a lady’s diishahille, reveal 
her beauties far less liberally than the costume she more inaptly terms “full dress.” 
—G. J. Whyte-Melville. 

To the full — quite as much, certainly not less. C. 

This place was a prison for debtors as well as criminals, and was to the full as foul 
as the Tophet-pit at Aylesbury yonder.— G. A. Sala. 

In f ull cry — hurrying fast ; in hot pursuit. P. Cry here means a pack 
of hounds. 

Seven mutineers— Job Anderson, the boatswain, at their head— appeared in full 
cry at the south-west corner.— R. L. Stevenson. 

In f ull — without diminution, deduction, or abatement. P. 

1 have received this day from John Wallace the sum of eight pounds six shillings, 
being payment in full of his obligations to the Geographical Society. 

Full Jig — elegantly ; making a great display. S. 

So all of us cabin party went and dressed ourselves up full fig, and were intro- 
duced in due form to the young queen. — H. alibuhton. 

In full swing — at its busiest ; busy and thronged. C. 

The street market was in full swing. — B e.sant. 

Fun. — To make f un q/*— -to ridicule. C. 

“ Is the girl making fun of me?” he thought— TnACKunaY. 

Funk. — To jmt in a funk — to frighten ; to cause to trend )le. S. 

Matcham said “he’d only been drunk’” — that his spirits had sunk 
At the thunder— the storm imt him into a funk,— B arham. 
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In a funk — frightened ; put about. S. 

If I were Foxy, I should be in a funk myself. — B esant. 

Funny. — The funny 7)one— that part of the elbow which is exposed to 
nervous shocks. C. 

They smack and they thwack, 

Till your funny bones crack, 

As if you were stretched on the rack.— B arham. 


G 

Gab. — The gift of the gab — readiness of speech ; fluency. F. 

I always knew you had the gift of the gab (were ready in speech), of course.— 
Dickens. 

Gad. — Ui-ion the gad — restless ; always moving hither and thither. F. 

I have no good opinion of Mrs. Charles’s nursery-maid. I hear strange stories of 
her ; she is always upon the gad. — Miss Austen. 

To gad about — to spend one’s time in frivolous visiting of friends or 
places. C. Usually said of women. 

By this time our friends had grown rather weary of gadding about.— H ugh 
Conway. 

Gaff. — To bloin the gaff on — to inform against. S. 

If I do not induce you and your brother scoundrel to surrender your present 
devices, I will take it upon myself to blow the gaff on the whole rascally three of 
you.— D. Christie Murray, 

Gain. — To gain ground — to advance; to make progress. P. 

The Jews are not only extraordinarily powerful and numerous there (in Galicia), 
but are gaining ground day by da,y. —Fortnightly lUvmr, 1SS7. 

Gall. — Gall and wormwood — said of what is excessively bitter and dis- 
tasteful. P. 

The talk eddied even to the aristocratic back-waters of Clinton Hall, whore it was 
so much gall and wormwood to the family. — Me.s. E. Lynn Linton. 

Gallows. — Gallows~bird> — a person who looks like a condemned criminal ; 
a person of abandoned appearance. F. 

“It is ill to check sleep or sweat in a sick man,” said ho ; “ I know that far, though 
I ne’er minced ape nor gallows-bird.”— C. Beade. 

Game. — Game for anything — ^ready to venture upon anything ; full o 
life. F. 

If you don’t stop your jaw about him youTl have to fight me ; and that’s a lit!" 
more than you’re game for, I’m thinking.— H. Kingsley. 
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The game is luorth the candle — the results are worth striving for ; one 
will be repaid for one's trouble. C. 

George can never take what I mean to offer ; if he should, the Egyptian will he 
spoiled indeed, and the game will be worth the candle.— H. R. Haggaud. 

To die game — to die in a courageous manner. C. 

I say that coachman did not run away, but that he died game.— D ickens. 

A game at which two can play — a course of action equally open to an- 
other person. C. 

“rUhave you both licked when I get out, that I will,” rejoined the boy, beginning 
to snivel. 

‘‘Two can play at that game, mind you,” said Tom. — Hughes. 

To make game of— to ridicule; to turn into sport. P. 

Now, in the Fleet Prison, where I write this, there is a small man who is always 
jeering and making game of me.— Thaokekay. 

Gang, — To gang a-gley — to go wrong. Scottish dialect. 

The best laid schemes o’ mice and men 
Gang aft a-gley.— Burns. 

As many things gang a-gley with us in our plans and desires while alive, it is not 
surprising that matters turn out contrary to our expectations after death.— James 
Payn. 

Gapes. — The gapes— a fit of yawning. P. 

Another hour of music was to give delight or the gapes, as real or affected taste for 
it prevailed.— Jane Austen-. 

Gate. — To break gates — to remain outside the college gates after the 
hour for closing. An Oxford and Cambridge University phrase. 

If you break gates again, we shall have you rusticated (temporarily expelled). 

The gate of horn — a mythological term, signifying the gate by which 
true dreams came forth. P. Prom the gate of ivory deceptive 
dreams proceeded. 

Then he (Laud) dreamed that he had turned Papist, of all his dreams the only one, 
we suspect, which came through the gate of horn (was likely to prove true).— 
Macaulay. 

Gatb ,—Tell it not in Gath — do not let your enemies hear of it. C. The 
phrase is used when something sad or shameful has occurred, which 
might be used as a taunt by one’s enemies if they heard of it. The 
words were first used in David’s song of lamentation over Jonathan, 
slain in battle. 

Tell it not in Gath, publish it not in the streets of Askclon ; lest the daiightors of 
the Philistines rejoice, lest the daughters of the uncircumcised triumph.— 1. :‘(K 

Gathier. — Gathered to one\s fathers— dead and buried. P. 

When his glitter is gone, and he is gathered to his fathers, no eye will be dim with 
, a tear, no heart will mourn for its lost friend.— A. Tiiollorb. 
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Gaudy. — ^ rjaudy-day holiday or festival. Old-fashioned, hut 
still in use at some of the universities. 

Just at one time, about 1641, we hear from our best authority Phillips, of his 
keeping a gaudy-day.— M ake Pattison. 

Gauntlet. — To throw doion the gauntlet or glove — to challenge. P. 

The company threw down the gauntlet to (defied) all the maritime powers in the 
world. —M ac A u LA Y. 

To talce u'p the gauntlet or glove — to accept a challenge. P. 

To run the gauntlet — to pass through a severe course of treatment in the 
way of criticism or obloquy. P. The phrase used in this figurative 
sense comes from the custom of inflicting a punishment bearmg this 
name. A prisoner, stripped to his waist, had to run between two 
lines of soldiers armed with gloves, and with sticks and other 
weapons, with which they struck him as he passed. 

We went to the jetty to see the ’usband’s boat come in, and formed part of the 
long row of spectators, three deep, who had assembled to watch the unfortunate 
passengers land and run the gauntlet of unscrupulous comment and personal re- 
marks all down the line . — The Mistletoe Bought 1885. 

Gear. — To throw out of gear — to disturb the working of. P. 

Such delusions have happened to many of us, and most commonly when the mind 
has been disturbed and thrown out of gear (put out of good working order) by un- 
wonted circumstances.— J ames Payn. 

Gentle. — Gentle and simple — high-born and low-born; noble and peas- 
ant. P. 

So, too, I am afraid it is a true bill that torture was, in the bad old days, in- 
discriminately used towards both gentle and simple in some gloomy underground 
places in this said Tower, — G. A. Sala. 

Every one runs to get a word with them, gentle or simple.— C. Reade. 

Get. — Go along ! or get along with you ! — an exclamation of impatience, 
often used in a bantering way. P. 

“Go, go, get along with you, do,” she said at last, as her eyes caught his.— 
Mtirray's Magazine, 1887. 

“ Oh, get along with you, Mr. Segrave,” returned Buswell, much delighted by this 
delicate piece of flattery. — W. E. Nobris, in Good IVords, 1887. 

To get along — to fare ; to be in a good condition. C. 

“ Well, doctor, how has the poor patient been getting along (progressing) lately?” 

“Only fairly; she is still very weak,” 

To get at — to obtain ; to find. C. 

When a doctor could be got at, he said that but for Mrs. Lapham’s timely care, 
the lady would hardly have lived.— W. D. Howells. 

To get on — (a) to succeed ; to rise in life. C. 

Throughout the Continent, in England, and in America, the enormous majority of 
the population are striving for success in their several professions and callings; 
every man, with the doubtful exception of a few Trappist monks, is trying to get 
on. — Spectator, 1887. 
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To get on — [h) to make progress; to improve. 

He soon got on so well that he discarded the other (crutch). — Murray’s Magazine, 
1887. 

To get on with any one — to find oneself in congenial company. C. 

She could not get on with Mr. Adair (Mr. Adair and she were not congenial to 
each other). — J ames Payn. 

To get lender — to obtain the mastery over; to suppress. P. 

Towards three o’clock the fire was got under, and darkness and silence succeeded. 
—Maria Edgeworth, 

To get np — [a] to prepare with a special practical object in view — as, to 
get up Shakespeare’s Hamlet for a college examination. C. 

His readers are candidly informed in the preface what books he has consulted ; 
and it appears that he has got up the reign of Henry VIII. from Brewer, Hook, 
Canon Bison, Hanke, Froude, and Friedmann. — Athcrueum, 1887. 

(6) to organize ; to arrange. C. 

A few days afterwards a committee, consisting of Lady Mona, “Beauty” Strutt, 
and Mrs. Walter Pullen, is assembled in Lady Swansdown’s boudoir to ^scuss the 
best means of getting up the proposed theatricals.— Florence Marryat. 

To get oneself u]p — to appear in a striking or elaborate costume. C. 

Like most men who are not in the habit of “getting themselves up” every day, 
he was always irritable when thus clothed in his “best.” — G. J. Whyte-Melville. 

GeU%p — style of dress ; fashionable way of dressing. C. 

There is none of the colour and tastiness of get-up which lends such a life to the 
present game at Rugby.— H ughes. 

To get over — to recover from. C. 

She had been out of health for some time. Her mother called it “general debil- 
ity; ” but I firmly believed that it was that love affair wuth Frank Hayles which she 
had never got over (recovered from). — The Mistletoe Bough, 1885. 

She never thoroughly got over this fall, and it doubtless hastened her end. — S. 
Bartng-Gould, in T?ie Gentleman’s Magazine, ISSS. 

To get over a person — to ingratiate oneself with him. F. 

How you’ve managed to get over your mother-in-law is a mystery to mo. — Dickens. 

To get off—to escape. P. 

He will get off. I’m the only witness. A jury won’t believe a black man in 
this country.— H. R. Haggard. 

To get one’s laclc up — to be irritated; to be angry. F. 

“ Are you ? ” I said, beginning to get my back up.— H. R. Haggard. 

To get by heart — to commit to memory. P. 

“ It is a very long play.” 

“ The longer the better,” murmured the antiquary. 

“But not when one has to get it by heart” (commit it to memory), observed 
William Henry dryly.— James Payn. 
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To (jet religion — to become pious; to be religious. A colloquial Amer- 
ican pbrase. 

Irene Pascoe once met a knight on a missionary platform and found he’d got 
religion (he was a pious man). — Besant. 

Ghost. — To give or yield iij) the ghost — to die. P. 

So, underneath the belly of their steeds, 

That stained their fetlocks in his smoking blood, 

The noble gentleman gave up the ghost (died).— Shakespeare. 

About four in the afternoon the mountebank rendered up his ghost. He had 
never been conscious since his seizure. — E. L. Stevenson. 

To have not a ghost of a chance — to have no reasonable prospect. C. 

You do not tell me that Carswell is applying for the Hebrew chair. He has not 
a ghost of a chance (his candidature is hopeless). 

Gift . — Better not look a gift-horse in the month — do not examine too 
critically wliat is given to you as a gift. C. 

The poet gives as well as makes ; the rest of us only receive : we criticise thesb 
gifts; we venture to look into the mouth of the fairest gift-horse (criticise the finest 
poems that are given us).— Besant. 

Gig. — Gig-lamys — a jocular name for spectacles, or for one who wears 
them. S. A gig is a tall two-wheeled conveyance. 

When Paul’s father appeared he was saluted with the irreverent name of “ old gig- 
lamps.” 

Gild. — To gild the pill — to make an unpleasant thing appear attract- 
ive. C. 

I just lay myself out to get to the blind side of them, and I sugar and gild the 
pill so as to make it pretty to look at and easy to swallow (say things in so flattering 
a way that I can coax them into doing anything). — Halieurton. 

Gills. — Rosy or red about the gills — flushed with drink. F. By the 
“ gills ” understand the flesh about the jaw’S. 

White in the gills — showing signs of terror or sickness. F. 

“What’s the matter, young ’un?” asked Joe, surprised. “What makes you so 
white in the gills ? ” — Besant. 

Gird. — To gird up the loim — to prepare oneself for hard work. P. A 
Biblical expression. 

The house awakes, and shakes itself, girds up the loins for the day’s work.— 
Ehopa Broughton. 

Give. — To give anmj — to act the part of father to the bride at a mar- 
riage. P. 

Waxy came down to ratify the deeds; Lord Southdown gave away his sister. 
She was married by a bishop, and not by the Eev. Bartholomew Irons, to the dis- 
appointment of the irregular prelate. — Thackeray. 

To give oneself away — to make oneself absurd by a heedless remark ; to 
say unwittingly what damages one’s own cause. C. In the following 

9 
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extract the absurdity lies in the “ swell” unwittingly confessing tlmt he 
had dealings with a pawnbroker : — 

Siuell. I am going to resign, from my club. 

Friend. I thought you liked it so much. 

Sv^ell. Used to be all right, but society is getting too mixed. "Why, I met my 
pawnbroker there the other night. — Harper's Monthly, May 1S88. 

To give it to a person — to scold or punish him • to attack him with angry 
words or with blows. F. 

M‘Gregor pitched into him so when he said it— gave it him right and left (re- 
proved him in the severest manner). — Rhoda Bhoughton. 

To give on to or upon — to lead into ; to open upon. P. 

Then we passed, on up this till at last we reached the top, where we found a large 
standing space to which there were three entrances, all of small size. Two of these 
gave on to (led into) rather narrow galleries or roadways cut in the face of the 
precipice.— H. B. Haggaf.i). 

We pass into the veranda upon which the salon gives, to use an Anglicized 
Gallicism.— Bhoda Broughton. 

To give oneself out as or for — to proclaim oneself to be. P. 

He gives himself out, sir, for what nowadays they call a patriot— a man from East 
Prussia.— B. L. Stevenson. 

Last winter he called himself Lord Charles Templeton, and took ’in the whole 
society of Florence. This year, as you are aware, he has selected Cannes as his field 
for operations, and has given himself out as a cousin of Lord Bellingham’s, with 
whom, I need hardly tell you, he is in no way connected.— W. E. Norris. 

To give up — [a] (transitive) to discontinue the use of; to abandon. P. 

The middle-aged it (the fog) deprived of their gastric powers, so that they have had, 
ever since, to give up all their beer, porter, port and sherry, Burgundy and cham- 
pagne, claret and Bhine wine. — Besant. 

(&) (intr.) to surrender ; to confess oneself beaten. P. 

Then, for fear of her place, and because he threatened that my lady should give 
her no discharge without the sausages, she gave up (yielded), and from that day for- 
ward always sausages, or bacon, or pig-meat in some shape or other, went up to the 
table.— Marta Edgeworth. 

A give-and-tahe policy — a policy of mutual accommodation and for- 
bearance. 0. 

Nothing can be more annoying to an ordinary man than to find the wife of liis 
bosom, who has jogged along with him very comfortably in a give-and-take (mutual 
forbearance) style for many years, suddenly turn round and lecture him upon his 
amiable little weaknesses (faults).— Hugh Conway. 

To give forth or give out — to announce or publish. P. 

Soon after it was given forth (announced), and believed by many, that the king 
was dead. — Hayward. 

Mrs. Penrose was not at church ; no doubt she had her reasons for staying away, 
though I heard from Miss Jones that it was given out (published) that it was a bad 
headache that kept her at home. — Chambers's Jmirnal, lkS7. 

She gives it out (states publicly) that you shall marry her.— Shakespeare. 

To give out — to come to an end. P. 

But before they had covered half a mile poor Mrs. Mordaunt’s strength gave out 
(failed),— lUmtratcd Magazine, 1887. 
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To give in — to cease exertions ; to confess oneself vanquished. P. 

They did not yet give in (confess themselves beaten) ; they had hitherto gone only 
about the streets ; they would go to places where people meet together. — B esant. 

To give over — (a) (of a sick person) to cease hoping for his recovery. P. 

Valence told me that he had been given over — that he could not live more than 
six months or so.— Florence Marryat. 

(6) to yield ; to commit. P. 

They (the Protestant clergy) might have attained to the influence which is now 
given over entirely to the priest. — Thackerav. 

To give oneself uj) — {a) to surrender to the police. P. 

News came that the Brighton murderer had given himself up (surrendered himself 
to the police). 

(b) to lose hope of saving one’s life. P. 

When I saw that the floods had carried away the bridge, I gave myself up for lost 
(abandoned hope). 

To give a person up — [a) to despair of seeing him, C. 

It was at that unheard-of hour (11 p.m.) that Miss Huntley, whose experience of 
provincial habits was limited, thought fit to put in an appearance, and her hostess’s 
ejaculation of “At last I Why, we gave you up more than an hour ago!” drew 
forth no apology from her.— (rood Words, 1S87. 

(6) to renounce ; to repudiate ; to refuse to acknowledge. P. 

He had been living what was a wild, college life even in these wild days ; and his 
family had almost given him up.— E. Yates. 

To give way — to yield ; to break down. P. 

I wished I had not given way (yielded) to her in the matter of a private sitting- 
room (which she would not consent to have). — TTu Mistletoe Bough, 1S85. 

On one occasion, as she was being brought down from her look-out chamber in a 
new carrying-chair, it gave way.— S. BARiNG-GoTmi). 

Gizzard. — To fret Ojie's gizzard — to be anxious ; to worry oneself. S. 
Gizzard (primarily a fowl’s stomach) is used of the temper or dis- 
position. 

He’ll fret his gizzard green if he don’t soon hear from that maid of his.— T homas 
Haedy. 

Glasgow. — A Glasgow magistrate — a salt herring. F. It is said that 
when George IV. visited Glasgow, some salt herrings were placed, in 
joke, on the iron guard of the carriage belonging to a well-known 
Glasgow magistrate, who formed one of a deputation to receive the 
king. 

Glass. — Hg, has tahen a glass too much — he is intoxicated. F. 

Those who live in glass houses should not throw stones — people who are 
themselves open to criticism ought not to criticise. C. Compare the 
opening verses of Matthew vii. 

And there is an old proverb about the inexpediency of those who live in glass 
houses throwing stones.— Florence Marryat. 
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G-lazier. — your father a glazier? — a vulgar expression, signifying, “ Do 
you suppose that I can see through you ? ” It is used when a person 
in front of you obstructs your view. 

Glout. — In the glout — sulky. F. 

My mamma was in the glout with her poor daughter all the day.— S. Eichakdson, 

Glove. — To throw the glove or gauntlet to — to challenge ; to show readi- 
ness to fight with. P. 

I will throw my glove to Death itself (challenge Death itself to prove), that there's 
no maculation in thy heart. — Shakespeare. 

She was now, at the age of twenty-two, very different from the girl who so hastily 
threw down the glove to her stepmother. — Hugh Conwav. 

To take up the glove or gauntlet — to accept a challenge to fight. P. 

On the other hand, Austria had only to conclude an offensive and defensive alliance 
with King IVIilan, and the Czar must talce up the glove thus, as it were, thrown in his 
way. — Spectator, Dec. 12, 1888. 

To he hand and glove with. See Hand. 

To put on or wear gloves — to attack an adversary in a mild or gener- 
ous way. P. 

He (Macaulay) put on no gloves, took in hand no buttoned foil, when, on well- 
chosen occasions, he came down to the House to make a speech.— J. Cottee 
Morlson. 

Glut. — To glut the market — to furnish an excess of goods for the market, 
so that a sale cannot be found for them. P. 

Two years ago an excessive production of woollen goods had glutted the market 
(furnished too great a supply, so that no sale could be found for them). 

Go. — A go — a curious or embarrassing state of affairs. S. 

Well, I am blessed (to be sure), here’s a go (the position is embarrassing).— 
C. Eeade. 

iVb go — a failure. Said of what is unworkable or impossible. 

“ What’s a caveat?'' inquired Sam.— “A legal instrument, which is as much as to 
say it’s no go,” replied the cobbler. — Dickens. 

Exp. — A legal instrument, or, in other words, something which does nothing, and 
with which nothing can be done. 

Of course, under the circumstances, no go for (I cannot give you) the fifteen thou- 
sand.— Truly yours, Arthur.— Mistletoe Bough, 1835. 

Oo along — an exclamation of (feigned) anger or impatience. F. See 
Get along. 

“May its poppet come in and talk?” — “Certainly not,” replied madam; “you 
know I never allow you here. Go along.” — Dickens. 

To go hail for another — to become legal security for an accused person’s 
appearance at his trial. P, 

The world has not gone bail for us, and our falling short involves not the ruin of 
others.— C. Lever. 
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To go hard with one — to prove a troublesome matter to one. P. 

He jumped up with a great exclamation, which the particular recording angel who 
heard it pretended not to understand, or it might have gone hard with (proved a. 
serious matter for) the Latin tutor some time or other. — Holmes. 

To go home to — to appeal directly to. P. 

Mrs. Wallace spoke very slowly, because it was not an easy matter with her to ex- 
press her ideas, and with a certain gentle earnestness that went home (appealed 
directly) to the young girl’s heart, at least as much as the logic of her argument.— 
James IPayn. 

Go-to-meeting air or clothes — siicli as people have on when they go to 
church ; respectable. F. 

Catch him with his go-to-meetin’ (best) clothes on a-rubbin’ agin (against) their 
nasty, greasy axles, like a tarry nigger.— Halibueton. 

Tom (was) equipped in his go-to-meeting roof (respectable hat), as his friend called 
it.— Hughes. 

To go xoith the stream — to do as people around one do. P. 

And then it is so much easier in everything to go with the stream, and to do what 
you are expected to do.— Mrs. Oliphanx. 

To go xoithont saying— to be an understood thing ; to be an evident fact, 
or natural conclusion. P. Translated from the French, Ce xa sans 
dire. 

Imagine all this, and you will have some idea of the shackles with which the liter- 
ary class in Japan have shackled their countrymen. It goes without saying (the con- 
clusion is inevitable) that, under such circumstances, a lively, natural style is im- 
possible.— JoriJan Mail, 18S7. 

That such accusations were not only utterly false, but were beneath contemiDt, 
goes without saying (is, of course, understood).— A the Year Round, 1SS7. 

To go hy the hoard — to be lost. C. A nautical phrase, now in 
ordinary use. 

During that long sickness my wardrobe, and jewellery, and everything went by the 
board (I had to give up my wardrobe, and jewellery, and everything). 

Her rattling shrouds, all sheathed in ice, 

With the masts, went by the board.— Longfellow. 

To go ont of onds xuay — to trouble oneself; to discompose oneself. C. 

“My dear, I am sorry you did not smell it; but we can’t help that now,” re- 
turned my master without putting himself in a passion or going out of his way 
(showing signs of discomposure), but just fair and easy helped himself to another 
glass.— Maria Edgeworth. 

To go all lengths — to hesitate at no act, P. 

He is ready to go all lengths (risk everything) in his advocacy of the temperance 
question. 

To go to the had —to become a wreck. C. 

Think of my case. Miss Hawdon — ^linked for life to a woman whom I married to 
give myself a home, because all ties that bound me to domestic life seemed broken 
when I lost my darling, and because otherwise I should eventually have gone to the 
bad . — The Mistletoe Bough, 18S5. 
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To go to the wall — to be discomfited ; to have to retire. P. 

Everybody must go to the wall who cannot serve that interest.— iVori/i American 
Review, 1887. 

To go further and fare worse — ^to take extra trouble and find oneself in 
a worse position than before. C. 

Well, upon my word, I don’t blame you; you might have gone further and fared 
worse.— H. E. Ha-Ogard. 

All the go — popular ; fashionable. S. 

Folks ain’t thought nothin’ of (are held of no account), unless they live at Tree- 
mont ; it’s all the go (that place is very fashionable).— Haliburton. 

On the go — active ; running about continually ; indulging in liquor. P. 

“ Ma’ame Eichard was on the go,” as one of them said when he helped to pick her 
out of the gutter and carry her dead drunk into the back kitchen, where she and 
others made their filthy lair. — Mrs. E. Lynn Lintox. 

To go hack on — to be unfaithful to ; to fail to keep, especially of 
promises. C. See Back. 

Why, don’t you know, boss (master) ? They said they’d take me instead of you, 
and they won’t go back on their word (break their promise).— TewpZe Rar, 1S8G. 

To go down — to be accepted ; to be received with favour. C. 

Fletcher, Ben Jonson, and all tlie plays of Shakespeare, are the only things that go 
down.— Goldsmith. 

'^0 go for a man — to attack him. S. 

When he began to rail against American institutions, I went for (attacked) him. 

To go in for — to give one’s attention to ; to apply oneself to, C. 

Skating was an accomplishment he had never gone in for (attempted to acquire).— 
Blackwood’s Magazine, 1887. 

To go it — to be extravagant or headstrong in behawour. F. 

I heard Master George was going it, from the Saunders. — F. Marryat. 

To go off— to happen ; to take place. P. 

The wedding went off (happened) much as such affairs do. — Mrs. Gaskell. 

To go out — (a) to be discontinued ; to cease. P. 

I think I must tell you, as shortly as I can, how the noble old game of backsword 
is played ; for it is sadly gone out of late. — Hughes. 

[b) to go out to service ; to become a domestic servant. F. 

“ I think you have mistaken my aunt,” put in that young person “ She would be 
the last to hinder me or any of us going out, if it were for our good.” — Mrs. J. H- 
Eiddle. 

To give one the go-by — to neglect him ; to refuse to acknowledge him. F. 

Would you give Joey B. the go-by, ma’am ?— Dickens. 

But being made an honest woman of, so to speak, Becky would not consort any 
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longer with these dubious ones, and cut Lady Crackenbury when the latter nodded 
to her from her opera-box, and gave Mrs- Washington White the go-by in the ring. 
— Thaokebay. 

God . — God’s acre — the churchyard. P. 

As her eye roamed from sea to land it fell upon the little church immediately be- 
neath her, into whose God’s acre the footpath descended.— Jajvies Payn. 

Golden. — The golden State — California. P. 

The qoldeii ride — “ Do unto others as you would have others do unto 
you.” P. 

My dear boy, have you not learned the golden rule ? In all human actions look 
for the basest motive, and attribute that. (This is said in satire ; the real golden 
rule is as above.)— Bbsant. 

The golden howl is hrolcen — a euphemistic expression for death. P. 
Taken from the Book of Ecclesiastes (xii. 6) : “Or ever the silver cord 
be loosed, or the golden bowl be broken, or the pitcher be broken at 
the fountain, or the wheel broken at the cistern. Then shall the dust 
return to the earth as it was ; and the spirit shall return unto God 
who gave it. ” 

And thus they go on from year to year, until the golden bowl is broken (they die). 
— H. R. Haggard. 

To worship the golden calf— to bow down before something unworthy. 
P. The reference is to the actiozi of the children of Israel at Mount 
Sinai. See Exodus xxxii. 

The bourgeois mind is instantly prostrated before the golden calf of commercial 
prosperity.— Wm. Black. 

Gone. — A. gone ^coon — one who is lost or ruined. S. ’Coon is short for 
racoon. 

Mr. Winchester did not stop there— he forced a hundred pounds upon George. 
“If you start in any business with an empty pocket, you are a gone ’coon.” — 
C. Reads. 

Knowing the colonel’s prowess, the old racoon cried out, in the voice of a man, 
“ Hallo, there I air you Colonel Crockett ? For if you air. I’ll jist come down, or I 
know I’m a gone ’coon.” 

A gone case — somethiug hopeless ; a person who is despaired of. F. 

Wlien officers are once determined to ride a man down, it is a gone case with him 
(there is no hope for him).— R. H. Dana. 

Too far gone — in a hopeless or desperate condition. C. 

To use a phrase not often applied to a young lady, she was too far gone (hopelessly 
in love). — James Payn. 

Good.— .is good as very interesting ; exceedingly amusing. C. 

He swore it was as good as a play to see her in the character of a fine dame. — 
Thackerav. 

And I have no space to tell of the scene at Mrs. Tinkle’s, which was as good as a 
play. — M rs. H. Wood. 
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-46" (joocl as gold — thoroughly good and trustworthy. C. Generally used 
of persons. 

Having said this, Grace walked slowly out of the room, and neither Mrs. Hale nor 
Lily attempted to follow her. 

“ She’s as good as gold,” said Lily, when the door was closed.-~A. Tuollope. 

A good thing — a clever saying. C. 

When we say a good thing, in the course of the night, we are wondrous lucky and 
pleased. Flicflac will trill you off fifty in ten minutes.— Thackeray. 

Good lady — wife ; madam. 

His good lady, indeed, was the only person present who retained presence of mind 
enough to observe that if he were allowed to lie down on Mr. Squeers’s bed for an 
hour or so, and left entirely to himself, he would be sure to recover again almost as 
quickly as he had been taken ill. — Dickens. 

As good as — virtually; essentially; in every essential respect. C. 

She said that he was as good as engaged to a girl out there, and that he had never 
dreamt of her.— W. D. Howells. 

For good — altogether ; completely. C. 

You are going away for good (never to return), Mrs. Fortress ? ” I said. 

“ Yes, sir,” she answered, “ for ^ooA."— English Illustrated Magazine^ 18S6. 

For good and all — finally ; never to be reversed. C. 

When they were made sensible (understood) that Sir Condy was going to leave 
Castle Rackrent for good and all (never to return), they set up a whillalu (shout) that 
could be heard to the farthest end of the street.— Maria Edgeworth. 

Good for any sum — able or willing to pay the sum. P. 

One day a gentleman and lady came into lunch. A nice, quiet, tidy little lunch 
they had, just the same as in a good house of their own. By-and-by I bring in the 
bill, and wonder what they are good for (how much money they will give me). — All 
the. Year Round. 

To the good — on the profit side. C. 

“ Well,” says I, “ are you done up stock and fluke— a total wreck?”— “No,” says 
he ; have two hundred pounds left to the good.” — Halibujiton. 

When I’m dead and gone the land will be to the good, Thady, my lad.— Maria 
Edgeworth. 

Good graciozis ! — an exclamation of astonishment. T. 

“ Twenty years ' Good gracious, papa, I shall be six-and- thirty, so frightfully old 
to talk about anything ! ” 

Papa looked a little grave. “ Oblige me, my dear, by not saying good gracious ; 
it is very unladylike.”— T/ifi Argosy, 1886. 

A good Samaritan. See Samaritan. 

Good-morning to anything — farewell to it. F. 

When anything’s upon my heart, good-morning to my head ; it’s not worth a 
lemon. — Mabia Edgeworth. 

Exp. — The speaker means to say that his head or judgment takes its departure 
when his heart or feelings are interested. 
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As good as onds word — performing one’s promises. P. 

It was evident to her that Frank Muller would be as good as his word.~H. K. 
Haggard. 

Goody. — Goody-goody — weakly virtuous ; good, but feeble. P. 

If I find out the people I am quite clever enough to play a goody-goody part, if 
that suits them.— J ustin M‘Ca.rthy. 

Goose. — His geese are swans — lie places too liigli a value on his own 
possessions ; he overestimates what is his own. C. 

He (Dr. Whately) was particularly loyal to his friends, and, to use the common 
phrase, all his geese were swans. — Cardinal Newman. 

All the Lancastrian geese are swans.— Ehoda Broughton. 

The goose that lays the golden eggs — the source of one’s wealth or most 
cherished possessions. P. 

This affectionate anxiety was partly due to a certain apprehension the old gentle- 
man experienced when the goose that laid the golden eggs for him was out of sight. 
—James Payn. 

To hill the goose that laid the golden eggs — to destroy the source of one’s 
income or profit. P. A phrase taken from one of uEsojds Fables. 

If Brian had only known how immensely he had risen in her respect by the not 
very extraordinary display of talent and ability which he had just made, he would 
doubtless have hastened to kill the goose that laid the golden eggs by playing 
classical compositions until he wearied her.— Good Words^ 18S7. 

To cooh a personas goose for him — to cause his death. S. 

“ You see,” said Tom, “ that if you should happen to be wrong, our goose is 
cooked without the least doubt.”— Besant. 

It's a gone goose with any one — there is no more hope for him. S. 

Well, he took the contract for beef with the troops ; and he fell astern (failed to 
make it profitable), so I guess it’s a gone goose with him. — Haliburton. 

Gooseberry. — To play up old gooseberry with people — to defeat them or 
silence them sharply. S. 

He began to put on airs, but I soon played up old gooseberry with him (snubbed 
him). 

She can squander the income as she pleases, and play old gooseberry up to a 
certain point.— Miss Braddon. 

To play gooseberry — to act as a third person for the sake of propriety ; 
to appear with two lovers in public. C. 

There was Helena out of her chair standing by a gentleman. . . .while I was reduced 
to that position which is vulgarly but expressively known as playing gooseberry.—T/ic 
Mistletoe Bough, 18S5. 

A. gooseberry -picher — one who plays gooseberry. C. 

Wliat do I care for old Thresher? I brought Thresher to-day as a gooseberry- 
picker.— S. Baring Gould. 

Lihe old gooseberry — with great energy. S. 

Take them by the tail and lay on like old gooseberry.— H. Kingsley. 
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As green as a gooseberry — very ignorant of life ; raw and unedu- 
cated. S. 

His name was Green, and lie was as green as a gooseberry. — Captain Marbyat. 

Gordian. — To cut the Gordian hnot — to solve a difficulty in a bold or 
unusual fashion. P. 

Frank Muller must die, and die before the morning light. By no other possible 
means could the Gordian knot be cut. — H. H. Hag&ard. 

Grace. — To say grace — to ask the Divine blessing before commencing a 
meal. P. 

Mr. Pickwick, having said grace, pauses for an instant and looks round him.— 
Dickens. 

To get into a personas good graces — ^to gain his favour or friendship. P. 

Major D’Orville is rapidly gaining ground in the good graces of all the Newton 
Hollows party.— G. J. Whyte-Melville. 

With a good grace — gracefully ; graciously. P. 

With a had grace — ungraciously, so as to leave an unpleasant impres- 
sion. P. 

What might have been done with a good grace would at last be done with a bad 
grace.— Macaulay. 

The throne of grace — a figurative expression, meaning God’s seat, 
heaven. P. To come to the throne of grace is to pray. 

The ‘means of grace — opportimities of hearing the gospel. P. A reli- 
gious expression. 

The shop is next door but one to a chapel, too. Oh, how handy for the means of 
grace !— Besant. 

Grain. — Against the g^'ain — unpleasant ; contrary to one’s bias or in- 
clination, P. 

I am deficient in the aiuri sacra fames — the passion for dying a millionaire that 
possesses so many excellent people. I had rather have a little, and do what I like, 
than acquire a great deal by working against the grain (doing work which is un- 
pleasant). —James Payn. 

With a grain of salt — with some reservation. P. Translation of the 
Latin phrase, Cum grano sails. 

They fear lest suspicious men might take the story with a grain of salt.— H. B. 
Haqgari). 

Some of the adventures narrated may require to be taken with a grain of salt. — 
Spectator^ Sept J, 1887. 

Grape. — Sour grapes — something which is despised because it is un- 
attainable. C. See >SouR. 

So it has got its big wax doll after all, has it?” asks she with a sneer; “curly 
wig and long legs, and all ! ” 

I am roused to retort, I turn and rend her. 

“ Sour grapes ! ” cry I, with red cheeks, and in an elevated key. — Buoda 
Broughton. 



G-rass 


[ 139 ] 


Greek 


Grass . — To let the (jraas (/row under oner's feet — to be inactive ; to be idle 
and lazy. C. 

Viola is not the sort of girl to let the grass grow under her feet.— Florence 
Marry AT. 

Captain Cuttle held on at a great pace, and allowed no grass to grow under his 
feet. — Dickens. 

Grass 'loidow — a lady whose husband is temporarily absent. P. An 
Eastern term, especially used in India. 

A grass widow finds herself in need of consolation for the cruel absence of her liege 
lord. — The Mistletoe Bought 1SS5. 

Gray. — The c/ray of the morning — the dawn. P. See Mornino. 

The gray (or grey) mare — a man’s wife. C. This term is generally 
used with the implication that the man in the particular case is in- 
ferior to his wife. 

The vulgar proverb, that the gray mare is the better horse, originates, I suspect, in 
the preference generally given to the gray mares of Flanders over the finest coach- 
horses of England. — Macaulay. 

It was also quite clear to those who thought about things, and watched this little 
lady, that there may be meaning in certain proverbial expressions touching gray 
mares.— Besant. 

Grease. — To grease the 'palm o/— to bribe j to use money for the purpose 
of corrupting. E. 

Grecian.— iT/ie Grecian lend—m. elegant stoop or curving of the back- 
bone, much affected by ladies about twenty years ago. C. 

Greek.— TAe Greek Kalends— future time which will never arrive. P, 
The Kalends occurred at the beginning of the month with the Latin 
system of reckoning time ; hence the term Calendar — a table announc- 
ing when the first day of each month fell. The Greeks had no 
Kalends. 

The London School Board have since executed a strategical movement to the rear, 
suspending the obnoxious notice for a month, which is the .English equivalent for the 
Greek Kalends.— tTournai of Education^ 1887, 

When Greek meets Greek, then comes the tug of war — when one strong 
champion meets another of equal prowess the fight is a keen one. C. 

When Greeks joined Greeks, then was the tug of war. —Nathaniel Lee. 

Greek to anyone — unintelligible to him. C. See Shakespeare’s Julius 
Gcesar, act i. scene 2. 

Cassius. Did Cicero say anything ? 

Casca. Ay, he spoke Greek. 

Cassius. To what effect? 

Casca. Nay, an I tell you that ITl ne’er look you in the face again ; but those that 
understood him smiled at one another and shook their heads ; but, for mine own 
part, it was Greek to me. 
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Green. — The green-eyed monster — jealousy. P. 

Cherry was green with jealousy, but tried to hide it under protestations of admira- 
tion. — The Mistletoe Bough, 1885. 

To see green in another's eye — to consider him a simple, gullible 
fellow. S. 

“ Now, soldier-boy,” said I, 

“Do you see green in my eye ? 

Oh, pray excuse the slang ! ” — T. Davidson. 

“ I suppose you intend to marry Miss M., as I see you are paying her such devoted 
attention.” 

“Do you see any green in my eyes?” was the very vulgar reply. “ Why, as for 
marrying M!iss M., I’d rather be excused. She is too great a flirt.”— Andrews 
Citizen, 1887. 

The wearing of the green. Green is the Irish national colour. To vyear 
it shows patriotic or rebel sympathies. 

They are hanging men and women for the wearing of the green. — Popular Song. 

A green hand — a raw fellow unaccustomed to the work he under- 
takes. P. 

“ I thought everybody knew Job Terry,” said a green hand who came in the boat 
to me, when I asked him about his captain.— R. H. Dana. 

The green room — the private chamber where actors dress and undress. 
P. This room is a notorious place for gossip. 

There was only one topic on which Sir Henry could converse, and he was uncertain 
how it would be received if he was to start it— namely, actors’ gossip and green-room 
whispers.— Besant. 

Grief. — T'o come to grief— to be ruined ; to fail completely. P. 

France and Bonaparte, driven by the French fat (foot), as you are driven by the 
British Philistine, — and the French fat has proved a yet more fatal driver than 
yours, being debauched and immoral, as well as ignorant, — came to grief (wore 
ruined).— M. Arnold. 

Grin. — To grin and hear it — to suffer anything painful in a manly way, 
without complaint. P. 

“You scoundrel,” he said between his teeth, “you have made a fool of me fox* 
twenty years, and I have been obliged to grin and bear it.” — H. R. Haogakd. 

Grind.— To grind the face of— to oppress ; to tyrannize over. P. 

The agent was one of your middlemen who grind the face of the poor.— M aiua 
Edgewobtu- 

Hard giinder — a hard-working student or professional man. S. 

Besides, there is a pension looming ever so far ahead which I must go back and 
grind for.~-M%irTay''s Magazine, 1887. 

To gy'ind one's teeth — to have feelings of disgust, disappointment, or 
rage. C. 

Everything annoyed and angered me that day I ground my teeth (was intensely 

irritated) at the luncheon-table, which would have feasted half-a-dozen families. — 
The Mistletoe Bough, 1885. 
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Grips. — fjrips loith — struggling liar cl against. 0. 

Tom was daily growing in manfulness and thoughtfulness, as every high-couraged 
and well-principled boy must, when he finds himself for the first time consciously at 
grips with self and the devil.— Hughes. 

Grist. — To hring grist to the mill — to procure needful supplies ; to be a 
source of profit. C. 

A sly old Pope created twenty new saints to bring grist into the mill of (constitute 
a source of income for) the London clergy.— Bishop Horsley. 

The lawyer may be half-a-dozen things at the same time — a trader, a politician, a 
practical agriculturist, a land-agent, a coroner, a steeple-chase rider, a general jack- 
pudding. Everything brings grist to his mill, and the more irons he has in the fire 
the larger will be the number and the more varied the character of his clients.— A. 
J Essopp, in Nineteenth Century^ 1887. 

Grog. — Grog-Uossoms — the red pimples on a drunkard’s nose. ¥. 

A few grog-blossoms marked the neighbourhood of his nose. —Thomas Hardy. 

Ground. — To break ground — to commence operations ; to take the first 
step in any undertaking. P. 

To gain or get ground — to advance ; to make progress. P. 

It was very tiring and slow work, yet I did visibly gain ground. — K. L. 
Stevenson-. 

At four in the afternoon we sighted a sail under our lee-bow, gave chase, and got 
ground of her apace till night came on.— G. A. Sala. 

To lose ground — to retreat ; to give way j to become less powerful. P. 

But, on the whole, I am unable to deny that the state and the nation have lost 
ground with respect to the great business of controlling the public charge.— Glad- 
stone. 

To have the ground cut from under one^s feet — to see what one relies on 
for support suddenly withdrawn. 0. 

His was not a practical mind, and it was sure to take him some time to realize 
what it means to have the ground cut from under your iQQt.~Good JfordSj 1887. 

To hold one^s ground — to maintain one’s authority or influence. P. 

Having shipped for an officer when he was not half a seaman, he found little pity 
with the crew, and was not man enough to hold his ground among them. — R. H. 
Dana, jun. 

To stand one^s ground — to be firm ; to be unyielding. C. 

Marvel, though with much di-fficulty, stood his ground, and refused to sell Clover- 
hill till he should be perfectly sure that Miss Barton would marry him, and till his 
relation should arrive in town and give Iris consent. — Maria Edgeworth. 

But she made a supreme effort over herself, and did her best to stand her ground- 
— Mrs. E, Lynn Linton. 

Doion to the ground — completely. S. 

“America is the place,” he said to himself. “Some sea-coast city in South 
America would suit me down to the ground.”— Miss Braddon. 
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Grow. — To grow upon — to obtain great influence over ; to become 
prized. P. 

It was a face rather lovable than beautiful, rather sensitive than intellectual— a 
face which grew upon you as you looked at it, and which was always pleasant to look 
upon.— W. E. Norris. 

Grub . — Grub Street — the name of a low quarter in London inhabited for- 
merly by poor authors. As a noun, Grub Street signifies poor, mean 
authors ; as an adjective, mean, poor, low. P. The street is now 
called Milton Street. 

Johnson came among them the solitary specimen of a past age, the last sur\dvor of 
the genuine race of G-rub Street hacks.— MACAunAV. 

Gruh and bub — victuals and drink. S. 

Gruel. — To give a person his gruel — to punish a person severely j to kill 
him. S. 

He refused, and harsh language ensued. 

Which ended at length in a duel, 

When he that was mildest in mood 
Gave the turbulent rascal his gi'uel.— Barham. 

Grundy. — Mrs, Grundy — jealous neighbours ; the scandal-lo\fing por- 
tion of the community. C. The name comes from Morton’s novel 
Speed the Plough (179S), where one of the characters, Mrs. Ashfield, 
is always exclaiming, ‘ ‘ What will Mrs. Grundy say ? ” Mrs. Grundy 
was her neighbour. 

These awful rules of propriety, and that dreadful Mrs. Grundy (the thought of what 
one’s neighbours will say), appear on the scene, and of course spoil everything.— 
Blackwood\<i Magazine, 1S87. 

Guard. — To be on one's guard — to 'be watchful and prepared for an 
attack. P. 

Their pa and ma being seized 
With a tiresome complaint, which, in some seasons, 

People are apt to be seized 

With, who’re not on their guard against plum-seasons. 

Their medical man shook his head. 

As he could not get weU to the root of it.— Barham. 

To put a man on his guard — to warn him ; to make him careful. P. 

It was in such an outburst of rage that he had assaulted John in the inn-yard of 
Wakkerstrom, and thereby put him on his guard against him.— H. E. Haggard. 

Off one's guard — heedless ; forgetful ; in a careless state. P. 

Isaac caught both faces off their guard, and read the men as by a lightning flash to 
the bottom line of their hearts. — G. Ebade. 

Gulf. — A great gulf fixed — a complete and permanent caiise of separa- 
tion ; a radical diflerence and divergence. P. The phrase comes 
from the parable of Dives and Lazarus. See Luke xvi. 26. 

Between him and Mr. Carruthers there was a great gulf fixed.— E. Yates. 

Por forty years and more I lived among savages and studied them and their ways : 
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and now for several years I have lived here in England, and have in my own stupid 
manner done my best to learn the ways of the children of light, and what have I 
found? A great gulf fixed? No, only a very little one. — H. E. Haggard. 

Gun. — A. great gun — a noted personage. C. 

Time flew on, and the great guns one by one returned— Peel, Graham, Goulbourn, 
Hardinge, Herries. — B eaconsmedd; 

To Now great guns — to be very stormy ; to blow a heavy gale. P. 

At last it blew great guns ; and one night, as the sun went down crimson in the 
Gulf of Plorida, the sea running mountains high, I saw Captain Sebor himself was 
fidgety. — C. Eeadb. 

Guts. — To have guts in the train — to have sense ; to be full of intelli- 
gence. Old-fashioned. 

The fellow ’s well enough, if he had any guts in his brain. — Swift. 

Gutter. — Out of the gutter — of low origin. P. 

“We could never have supposed one of our blood would commit the crime of 
marrying a plebeian— and for love ! ” 

‘ ‘ Then why do you marry your sons to girls out of the gutter ? ” (low-born girls), 
was sometimes the rejoinder.— NatioTia? Heview, 1887. 


H 

Hack. — At hack (or heck) and manger — profusely ; extravagantly. F. 
Heck, or hack, is Scotch for a manger. The word is of Scandinavian 
origin. 

The servants at Lochmarlie must be living at hack and manger. — Miss Perrier. 

Hail. — Hail-fellow well-met — ^familiar ; on terms of easy intimacy. C. 
Also used as a noim. 

It was not, I will frankly admit, a very righteous beginning to a young life to be 
hail-fellow well-met witli a gang of deer-stealers. — G. A. Sala. 

His rdZfl was that of a hail-fellow well-met with everybody. — S arah Tvtler. 

Hair. — To a hair — to an extreme nicety. P. 

Oh ! that’s her nose to a hair, — that’s her eye exactly. — H aliburtor. 

To split hairs — to dispute over petty points. P. A hair-splitter is a 
caviller. 

Pray, don’t let us be splitting hairs. — A. Troelope. 

Both of a hair — both alike. F. 

For the peddler and tinker, they are two notable knaves, both of a hair, and both 
cousin-germans to the devil.— G reene. 

Hair standing on end. This is a sign of terror. P. See Stand. 
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To take a hair of the dog that hit you. This was at one time supposed to 
be a cure for hydrophobia. The expression is commonly used now 
when a man, after heavy drinking, is advised to take a little more 
brandy or other liquor. 

Decidedly, too, the homoeopathic system must be founded on great natural facts, 
and there is philosophy, born of the observation of human nature, in the somewhat . 
vulgar proverb that recommends a hair of the dog that bit you. — H. E. Haggard. 

To turn a hair — to show signs of fatigue. C. A phrase taken from 
horsemanship, and properly only applicable to a horse, but now used 
generally. 

Flushington would toil manfully through the most realistic descriptions (in French 
novels) without turning a hair. — F. Anstev. 

Then the fiddlers began — the celebrated Mellstock fiddlers, who, given free 
stripping, could play from sunset to dawn without turning a hair. — R. D. Black- 
MOEE, in Murray's Magazine, 18S8. 

Half. — Half -seas over — in a semi - drunken state; confused with 
drink. F. 

But Jason put it back as he was going to fill again, saying, “No, Sir Condy, it 
shan’t be said of me I got your signature to this deed when you were half-seas over.” 
—Maria Edgeworth. 

A had halfpenny — something which is supposed to return to the owner, 
however often he tries to get quit of it. C. 

It was not the first time, nor the second, that I had gone away— as it seemed, per- 
manently— but yet returned, like the bad halfpenny.— N. Hawthorne. 

Half the hattle — no small part of the difficulty overcome. C. 

To provide the patient with a good bed, fresh air, and suitable warmth is half the 
battle (will do as much as all things else for his recovery). 

Better half—o, wife. See Better. 

Halloo. — DonH halloo till you're out of the wood — be careful about show- 
ing premature signs of exultation. C. A favourite saying of the Duke 
of Wellington. 

When Wellington had driven the French out of Portugal, the Portuguese issued a 
print of the Duke, bearing the legend underneath — “ Invincible Wellington, from 
grateful Portugal.” A friend having sent the Duke a copy of the print, he struck 
out the word “ Invincible” with a dash of his pen, and wrote below, “ Don’t halloo 
till you’re out of the wood.” 

Halting, — The halting foot of justice — an expression borrowed from 
Latin literature, signifying the slow but sure punishment which 
follows wrong-doers. P. 

Justice, though with halting foot, had been on his track, and his old crime of 
Egyptian days found him out at last. — The Times, 18S7. 

Hammer. — To go it hammer and tongs — to act violently and recklessly; 
to throw all one’s energies into anything. C. 

The ancient rules of a fair fight were utterly disregarded ; both parties went at it 
hammer and tongs, and hit one another anywhere with anything.— James Payn. 
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To ’bring to the hammer — to sell by auction. P. 

All Diggs’s peuaies (househ.old effects), for the time being, were brought to the 
hammer. — Hughes. 

To sell under the hammer — to sell by auction. P. 

He threatened to foreclose, and sell the house under the hammer.— 0. Reade. 

Hand. — In hand — (a) under control. P. 

The other was laughed at behind his bach, and outwitted by the young man he 
thought he had so well in hand (completely under control).— Jane Austen. 

[b] in present possession ; ready for use. P. 

“You are in the fortunate position of having a competence of your own, I con- 
clude.” 

“ "Well, yes ; that is, I come into it on my majority— something in land and also in 
hand.”— B esant. 

(c) under discussion. P. 

Mrs. Nickleby glided, by an easy change of the conversation, occasionally into 
various other anecdotes, no less remarkable for their strict application to the subject 
in hand.— Dickens. 

To Iceep in hand — to direct or manage. P. 

As keeping in hand the home-farm at Domwell, he had to tell what every field was 
to bear next year.— Jane Austen. 

To tahe in hand — to take charge of ; to pay attention to. P. 

I have asked Herr Hoffman to take mo in hand. — Leisure Hour, 1S87. 

At hand — near ; close to one. P. Used both of time and of place. 

Mr. Woodhouse was to be talked into an acquie.scence of his daughter’s going out 
to dinner on a day now near at hand (soon to arrive).— Jane Austen. 

To come to hand — to be received. P. 

“ Your letter came to hand yesterday morning. Dr. Tempest,” said Mr. Crawley. — 
A. Tbollopb. 

At first-hand — directly; without any intermediate process. P. 

Could we not have a school for great men, just as they used to have a school of 
prophets? They would be taught to speak; they would be taught to study man- 

kind at first-hand and not by reports; they would be taught to write, to reason, to 
investigate; above all, they would be taught that remarkable history, the history 
of progress.— Besant. 

Oh, indeed, I should much rather come here at first-hand if you will have me. — 
Jane Austen. 

At second-hand — not directly; throngli an intermediary. P. 

He kept up just so much communication with them as to inform them, at second- ‘ 
hand or at third-hand, which measures to impede and if possible to defeat.— 
Thevelyan. 

Out of hand — [a) directly ; at once. P. 

Gather we our forces out of hand, and set upon our boasting enemy.— S bakE' 
SPEAKS. 

Sir Terence, in a tone of jocose, wheedling expostulation, entreated him to have 
the carriage finished out of hand (forthwith). — Maria Edgeworth. 

10 
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Out of hand — [h) ended; finished. P. 

Were these inward wars once out of hand (over), 

We would, dear lords, unto the Holy Land.— Shakespeaue. 

Hand over hand — at a rapid rate. C. 

He made money hand over hand. — Haliburton". 

Hand over head — leisurely ; easily. P. 

He set his magnificent main-sail and fore-sail and main-jib, and came up with the 
ship hand over head, the moderate breeze giving him an advantage. — 0. Eeade. 

An old hand — an experienced person. P. 

Thomas was too old a hand (prudent a personage) to make light of anything.- 
Blackmore. 

I am an old Parliamentary hand. — W. E. Gladstone, M.P. 

A great hand at anything — ^very well skilled in it ; very prone to it. C. 

He is a great hand at a flam (an inveterate liar). — Haliburton. 

Good is a great hand at talking. — H. E. Haggard. 

With a high hand — arrogantly ; imperiously. P. 

We have no time now for such trumpery; we must carry things now with a much 
higher hand (more imperiously). — Blaokmore. 

To get or gain the iipper hand — to obtain the mastery. P. 

It seems to me that the oid Tory influence has gained the upper hand.— J. Cham- 
berlain, M.P. 

From hand to mouth — without making any provision for the morrow ; 
consuming every day what is earned. P. 

No winter passes without reports of bitter distress in Korea. The general mass of 
the inhabitants live from hand to mouth, and can barely support themselves at the 
best of times. — Japan Mail, 1886. 

To fight for onds own hand — to look after one’s own interests. P. 

He had won the respect of his official superiors by showing that, in case of need, 
he could fight for his own hand (struggle on behalf of his own interests).— T revelyan. 

Hand and glove or hand in glove — on very intimate terms. P. 

And prate and preach about what others prove. 

As if the world and they were hand and glove. — Cowber. 

Exp. — On the most familiar terms. 

We thought him just the same man as ever— hand and glove (intimate) with 
every one. — M aria Edgeworth. 

We wore hand and glove, the old man and me. — C. Eeade. 

If we go hand in glove with oil, tobacco, corn, sugar, etc., we must, at least, get 
confounded with these commodities — H. Conway. 

To lend a hand — to help. C. 

Here comes a huntsman out of the woods dragging a bear which he has shot, and 
shouting to the neighbours to lend him a hand.— N. Hawthorne. 

To hear a hand— to be quick. P. 

“Stop, stop, daddy,” said a little half-naked imp of a boy, “stop till I get my 
cock-shy.” “ Well, bear a hand then,” said he, “ or heTl be off; I won’t wait a min- 
ute. ’’-Haliburton- 
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Hand in hand — [a) with the hands joined; close together; linked in 
friendly fashion. P. 

ISTow we are tottering down, John ; 

But hand in hand we’ll go, 

And sleep together at the foot, 

John Anderson, my jo.— Burns. 

(6) in conjunction; in unison. P. 

They were unable to see how parochial affairs could go on unless they worked 
hand in hand with the curate. — H. <1 onway. 

To malce a poor hand at — to make little impression upon ; to make little 
progress with. C. 

Notwithstanding the captain’s excessive joviality, he made but a poor hand at the 
smoky tongue.— Dickens. 

To mahe no hand of— to he unable to explain. C. 

No, sir, I can make no hand of it ; I can’t describe him. — R L. Stevenson, 

To give one\s hand upon anything — to pledge one’s honour to fulfil a 
promise. P. 

The moment I choose, I can be rid of Mr. Hyde ; I give you my hand upon that 
(promise you that solemnly). — E. L. Stevenson. 

On hand — in one’s possession. P. 

Last year I believe it was something awful ; you could see at the end of the season 
how the mothers were beginning to pull long faces when they thought of having to 
start off for Baden-Baden with a whole lot of unsaleable articles on hand. — W m. 
Black. 

Hands. — To hold one^s hands — to do nothing; to refrain from inter- 
fering. P. 

So, with something of an ill grace, Lord Salisbury bade those of his inclining to 
hold their hands, and the Land Bill of 1881 became law.— Justin McCarthy. 

To lay ha7ids on — to seize ; to lay hold of. P. 

Lay hands on the villain.— S hakespeare, 

To shalce hands ivith — to salute by grasping the hand. P. 

The monarch is forced to shake hands with the very politicians who have just 
brought before the House the abolition of the royal prerogative.— Ouida. 

'To have ui^on one’s hands — to be responsible for; to have charge of. C. 

The son made various unsuccessful provisions for himself, and still continued on 
his father’s hands. — W. D. Howells. 

Patty had all the business of the house upon her hands.— M arta Edgeworth. 

To tahe off one’s hands—to free from a burden. C. 

No one will take Ugly Mug off my hands, even as a gift.— Florence Marbyat. 

On all hands — everywhere. C. 

I believe it’s admitted on all hands that they (the young men at Oxford) know 
what’s good, and don’t coddle themselves.— Dickens. 



Handle 


[ 148 3 


Hang 


My hands are. full — I am very busy; I have plenty of work to do. C. 

Robinson’s hands were now full : he made brushes, and every day put some of them 
to the test upon the floor and walls of the building.— C. Reade, 

To change hands — to go into the possession of another. P. 

And so they haggled on for a little longer, but at the end of the interview Dandy 
had changed hands, and was permanently engaged as a member of Mr. Punch’s travel- 
ling company.— P. Anstey. 

Handle. — To give a handle to — to supply with an occasion- P. 

The defence of Vatinius gave a plausible handle (furnished a fair opportunity) for 
some censure upon Cicero.— Melmoth. 

As soon as it is known that we have kept the child here so strangely, we give a 
handle to suspicion and scandal.- H ugh Conway. 

To handle without mittens^ or gloves — to treat without any superfluous 
politeness or gentleness ; to attack vigorously. P. 

He declares that it is time for the good and true men to handle the impostors with- 
out gloves.— JVorf/i American Review, 1887. 

A handle to one^s name — a title. C. 

Now he has got a handle to his name, and he’ll live in clover all his life.— A. 
Trollope. 

Foster went forward into the forecastle as a common sailor and lost the handle to 
his name (was no more addressed as Mr. Foster).— R. H. Dana, jun. 

To go off the handle — to die. S. 

My old gentleman means to be mayor, or governor, or president, or something or 
other before he goes off the handle.— 0. "W. Holmes. 

Handsome. — To do the handsome thing hy another 'person — to behave 
liberally towards him. P. 

She hoped it would be a match, and that his lordship would do the handsome 
thing by his nephew.— Fielding. 

Handwriting. — The handwriting on the wall — the announcement of 
an approaching catastrophe. P. See the Bible, Daniel v. 5-31. 
At the feast of Belshazzar, the king of Babylon, there “ came forth 
fingers of a man’s hand, and wote over against the candlestick 
upon the plaster of the wall of the king’s palace : and the king saw 

the part of the hand that wrote And this is the writing that was 

written, Mene, Mene, Tehel, Upharshi. This is the interpretation of 
the thing: Mene; God hath numbered thy kingdom, and finished 
it. Tehel ; Thou art weighed in the balances, and found wanting. 
Peres ; Thy kingdom is divided, and given to the Medes and Persians. 

In that night was Belshazzar the king of the Chaldeans slain. 

And Darius the Median took the kingdom.” 

Hang. — To hang fire — to delay the accomplishment; to come to no 
decisive result. P. 

The plot, too, wMch had been supported for four months by the sole evidence of 
Oates, began to hang fire.— Green. 
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To hang out — to lodge ; to live. S. 

I say, old boy, where do you hang out ? — Dickens. 

To hang in chains — to suspend a criininars body in an iron frame, as a 
public spectacle. P. 

They hanged him in chains for a show.— T ennyson. 

To get the hang of a thing — to understand the general meaning, drift, or 
principle of anything. F. 

To hang by a thread — to be in a very precarious position or condition. P- 

A sailor knows too well that his life hangs by a thread to wish to be often reminded 
of it.— R. H. Dana, jun. 

A hang-dog looh — a guilty, depressed appearance. F. 

“ He, he ! ” tittered his friend, “ you are so — so very funny ! ” 

“ I need be,” remarked Ralph dryly, “ for this is rather dull and chilling. Look a 
little brisker, man, and not so hang-dog like.” — Dickens. 

Hank. — Hank for hank — on equal terms. C. 

If we become partners, it must be a hank-for-hank arrangement (an ai-rangement 
where we shall have equal profits). 

Happy. — IIa2P2>y-go-lucky — improvident ; heedless. C. 

In the happy-go-lucky way of his class.— C. Reade. 

The happy despatch — suicide ; a name commonly given to the Japanese 
method. C. 

It was to provide Lord Harry Brentwood with a seat (in Parliament) that I was 
to commit this act of happy despatch (political suicide).— Bough) 1SS5. 

Hard. — Hard as the nether millstone — ^very hard; unfeeling and obdu- 
rate. P. Generally applied to human character. 

We in the wilderness are exposed to temptations which go some way to make us 
silly and soft-hearted. Somehow, few of us are certain to keep our hearts as hard as 
the nether millstone. — Nineteenth Century^ 1887. 

A hard case — an irreclaimably bad person. C. 

He was a fellow-clerk of mine, and a hard case. — R. L. Stevenson. 

Hard and fast — securely. P. 

You can’t mean Smike?” cried Miss Squeers, clapping her hands. 

“Yes, I can, though,” rejoined her father. “I’ve got him hard and fast.” — 
Dickens. 

To go hard xoith one. Said where any one fares ill or has bad luck. P. 

It will go hard with poor Antonius. — Shakespeare. 

It shall go hard but I loill or if I do not — I shall most surely. P. 

It shall go hard if Cambio go without her.— Shake.speare. 

Hxp.— Cambio shall certainly go with her. 

Hard by — in the immediate vicinity ; close to. P. 

The news next obtained of the elephant was that he had killed several persons 
hard by. — Chambers's Journal, 1887. 
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Hard lines — harsh treatment ; unfortunate conditions. C. 

That was hard lines for me, after I had given up everything for the sake of getting 
you an education which was to be a fortune to you. — George Eliot. 

Hard up — having little money to pay one’s debts; in monetary diffi- 
culties. 0. 

Every man in England who was hard up, or had a hard-up friend, wrote to him 
for money in loan, with or without security. — Besant. 

Hare. — J-S mad as a March hare — crazy; insane. P. 

“ Oh,” said the admiral, “ then he is mad ?” 

“ As a March hare, sir. And Pm afraid putting him in irons will make him worse. 
It is a case for a lunatic asylum.” — G. Reade. 

The harems foot — the brush used by ladies for applying rouge. C. 

The heart of poor dear Babs gave a bound which brought a colour into her face 
brighter than that which the hare’s foot had left. — Mrs. E. Lynn Linton. 

Hark. — To harh hacJc — to return to a subject which has been dropped; 
to begin again where one has left off. P. 

Had they gone and told Silver, all might have turned out differently; but they had 
their orders, I suppose, and decided to sit quietly where they were and hark back 
again to “ Lilliburlero ” (commence singing “ Lilliburlero ” again).— R. L. Stevenson. 

Harness. — To die in harness — to continue at one’s occupation until one’s 
death ; to refuse to retire from active life. C. 

ITevertheless it was his (Lord Shaftesbury’s) constant prayer that he might die in 
harness, and his last years were full of unceasing activity.— Leisure Hour, 1SS7. 

Harp. — To harp on the same string — to continue speaking on the same 
subject. C. 

His mind, she thought, was certainly wandering, and, as often happens, it con« 
tinued to harp on the same string. — Jame.s Payn. 

Harum. — Harum-scarum — wild; reckless. C. 

They had a quarrel with Sir Thomas Hewcome’s own son, a harum-scarum lad, who 
ran away, and then was sent to India.— Thackeray. 

Hash.. — To settle a man^s hash for him — to overthrow his schemes ; to 
ruin him. S. 

At Liverpool she (the elephant) laid hold of Bernard, and would have settled his 
hash for (killed) him, but Elliot came between them. — C. Reade. 

Haste. — The more haste the less speed — excessive haste is often the cause 
of delay. C. 

"Women are fickle cattle,” I remember — I am sure my dear wife will excuse my 
saying so in her presence— and “most haste” is often “ worst speed ” with them. — 
Florence Marryat. 

Hat. — To hang up one^s hat in a house — to make oneself at home ; to 
enter into occupation. F. Visitors usually carry their hats in their 
hands when making a short visit ; to hang up the hat implies special 
intimacy or a regular invitation. 

“ Eight hundred a year, and as nice a house as any gentleman could wish to hang 
up his hat in,” said Mr. Gumming.— A. Trollope. 
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To pass round the. hat — to solicit subscriptions. C. 

A had hat — a good-for-nothing fellow. F. 

There was a fellow in my Katie’s family who was formerly in the army, and turned 
out a very had hat indeed. — Besant. 

Hatches. — To he under hatches — to be in a state of depression or 
poverty ; to be dead. C. 

Wellt he’s dead now and under hatches. — R. L. Stevenson. 

Hatchet. — To bury the hatchet — to cease fighting; to become friendly. 
G. A phrase borrowed from a Red Indian custom. 

Dr. Andrew Marshall made it up with his adversary, and they lived un friendly 
terms ever afterwards. Why don’t some of our living rnedici bury the hatchet with 
a like effective ceremony ?—Jeapfe,eson. 

To dig up the hatchet — to renew hostilities. C. 

To take up the hatchet — to make war. C. 

To throw the hatchet — to tell fabulous stories. F. 

Haul. — To haul over the coals. See Coal. 

To haul ill with — to sail close to the wind, in order to approach more 
closely an object. A nautical phrase. 

To haul off— to sail close to the wind, in order to avoid an object. 
A nautical phrase. 

To haul round — (of th.e wind) to shift to any point on the compass. 
A nautical phrase. 

To haul the wind — to turn the head of the ship nearer to that point from 
which the wind blows. A nautical phrase. 

Have. — To have at a person— to try to strike or hit him. C. A have- 
at-him is a stroke or thrust. 

And therefore, Peter, have at thee (I’ll hit thee) with a downright blow.— Shake- 
speare. 

Well, come here and I'll have at you in the vulgar tongue.— C. Reade. 

To have at a thing — to begin it or attempt it. C. 

Have at (I’ll begin) it with you.— S hakespeare. 

To have it out {with a person) — (a) to settle a disputed point ; to 
challenge another because of some offence of which he has been 
guilty. C. 

I marched back to our rooms feeling savagely inclined to have it out with Porbes 
for (demand from Forbes an explanation of) his selfishness and lack of consideration. 
—Macmillan’s Magazine^ 1887. 

-(b) to fiinish it; to enjoy the rest of it. C. 

During the remainder of the day Mr. Browdie was in a very odd and excitable 
state; bursting occasionally into an explosion of laughter, and then taking up his 
hat and running into the coachyard to have it out by himself.— Dickens. 
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To have a care — to be cautious. C. 

Have a care, Joe ; that girl is setting her cap at you.— Tbackeray. 

To have nothing for it — to have no alternative. P. 

He had nothing for it but to disperse his army.— Burton. 

He had like to have — he came near having. P. 

Wherever the Giant came, all fell before him; but the Dwarf had like to have 
been (was nearly) killed more than once. — Goldsmith. 

Hawk. — To know a hawk fi'om a hernshaw — to be clever ; to be wide- 
awake. C. A hernshaw is a kind of heron. 

When the wind is southerly I know a hawk from a hernshaw (or handsaw).— 
Shakespeare. 

Hawse. — To come in at the hawse-holes — to enter the navy at the lowest 
grade. F. 

Hay, — To make hay while the sun shines — to take every advantage of a 
favourable opportunity, P. 

If Patty had not been wise in her generation — if she had not made her hay while 
the sun shone, and lined her nest while feathers were flying abroad— -on the death of 
her master she would have come to cruel ends.— Mrs. E. Lynn Linton. 

Between hay and grass — in an unformed state ; hobble-de-hoy. F. An 
Americanism, said of youths between boyhood and manhood. 

To make hay of— to throw into confusion ; to disturb. F. 

Oh, father, you are making hay of my things. — Maria. Edgeworth. 

Head. — To have a head on one’s shoxdders — to be possessed of judgment 
and discretion. P. 

To be sure, her father had a head on his shoulders, and bad sent her to school, 
contrary to the custom of the country. — C. Read b. 

To eat his head off—[oi a horse) to do little or no work; costing more in 
food than he is worth. C. 

It was my duty to ride, sir, a very considerable distance on a mare who had 
been eating her head off (resting lazily in her stable).— Blackmore. 

To take it into ooie’s head — to conceive a sudden notion. F. See Take. 

Francis had taken it into his head to stroll over to Whitestone’s that evening. 

To turn one's head — to make vain or unreasonable. C. 

Well, he fairly turned Sail’s head ; the more we wanted her to give him up, the 
more she wouldn’t.— Haliburton. 

To put out of one's head — to forget; to drive away the thought of. C. 

Emma at last, in order to put the Martins out of her head, was obliged to hurry 
on the news, which she bad meant to give with so much caution.— Jane Austen. 

Heads or tails? — A cry used in tossing up a British coin. The face 
side and the reverse side of the coin are known respectively as heads, 
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(with reference to the Queen’s bust stamped on that side), and as tails, 
a term which has no particular significance. 

If you come out heads (says C.ipps, addressing an old sixpence which he is about 
to toss), little Ethy shall go ; if you come out tails, I shall take it for a sign that we 
ought to turn tail in (retreat from) this here job.—BLACKinoiiE. 

To maTce neither head nor tail of anything — to he unable to understand 
or find meaning in any statement or event. C. 

You did say some queer things, ma’am, and I couldn’t make head nor tail of what 
you said. — M bs. Oliphant, 

Over head and ears — completely. C. 

Kit is over head and ears (in love), and she will be the same with him after that 
fine rescue.— B lackmobe. 

He’s over head and ears in debt.— T hackebay. 

Head-over-heeh — hurriedly; before one has time to consider the matter. 

C. 

This trust which he had taken on him without thinking about it, head-over-heels 
in fact, was the centre and turning-point of his school life.—HuGHES. 

To give the head to a horse — to allow it freedom. C. 

He gave his able horse the head. — S hakespeabe. 

To let a man have his head — to allow him freedom. F. A phrase bor- 
rowed from the last, and originally only applicable to a horse. 

She let him have his head for a bit, and then, when he’d quite got accustomed to 
the best of everything and couldn’t live without it, she turned him into the street, 
where there is no claret and no champagne.— Besant. 

Head and shoidders — by the height of the head and shoulders. C. 

My son is head and shoulders taller than his mother. 

To come to a head — to ripen ; to approach completion. P. 

The plot was discovered before it came to a head. 

Head and front — the outstanding and important part. P. 

“Your good conversation in Christ”— “As he who called you is holy, be ye holy 
in all your conversation.” This is the head and front of the matter with the writer. — 
M. Abnold. 

Off one^s head — crazy; excited, and not under the guidance of one’s 
reason ; delirious. C. 

His three companions exchanged a second look of meaning, and one of the men 
whispered to his mate, “He’s clean off his head” (he is no longer sane).— A the 
Year Rounds 1887. 

To buy or sell a property over one^s head — ^to buy or sell without con- 
sulting the occupants. C. 

How his return to Beaton Brows, his crafty purchase of Mock Beggar over their 
heads, and his reputed wealth, bid fair to poison the whole stream of social life for 
them.— Mbs. E. Lynn Linton. 

“ What will become of Bed Windows? ” 

“ It will be sold over my head.” — Chamberses Journal^ ISSS. 
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To keep one's head above water — to avoid bankruptcy. 0. 

He is not, like our friend Sir Hyacinth O’Brien, forced to sell tongue and brains 
and conscience to keep his head above water. — ^M aria Edgeworth. 

Heap. — Strnch all of a heap — completely astonished. F. 

I thought he’d fainted too ; he was so struck all of a heap.— H alibubtok. 

Hear. — To hear tell of —to hear by report; to be informed of, F. 

I never heard toll of a man becoming a dressmaker.— H alibubton. 

Heart. — To take heart — ^to become hopeful; to feel encouraged. P. 

It is difficult for the farmer, particularly in some districts of Fife, to take heart 
after the experience of the last few days with their ceaseless torrents .— Andrews 
Citizen, 1886. 

To take anythincj to heart — to feel deeply pained about anything. P. 

I would not shame you hy seeming to take them to heart or treat them earnestly 
for an instant.— D ickens. 

To break one^s heart — to die of disappointment; to be mortally disap- 
pointed ; to cause bitter grief or sorrow to one. 

He (Lord Aberdeen) entered into the Crimean War, and it broke his heart (caused 
his death from grief). — M. Arnold. 

But his friend talked, and told the other officers how Greaves had been jilted, and 
was breaking his heart (dying of grief).— C. Eeade. 

In one^s heart of hearts — in the inmost recesses of the heart ; privately ; 
secretly. P. 

In his heart of hearts he feared lest there might be some flaw in the young man’s 
story.— James Payn. 

To carry or wear one’s heart upon one’s sleeve — to expose one’s inmost 
thoughts to one’s neighbours. P. 

In his youth, and in his unreserved intercourse with his sisters, he (Beaconsfield) 
would have appeared to carry a warm heart upon his sleeve (displayed unreservedly 
inner feelings of kindness).— Eeview, 1886. 

’Tis not long after 

But I will wear my heart upon my sleeve 
For daws to peck at, — Shakespeare. 

Note.— By daws ” are meant captious, ill-natured people. 

Heart and soul — enthusiastically. P. 

He went into the scheme heart and soul (with enthusiasm). 

His heart is in the right place — he is of a kindly and sympathetic dis- 
position. C. See Right. 

To have at heart — to be deeply interested in. P. 

What a touching attachment that is which these poor feUows show to any one 
who has their cause at heart— even to any one who says he has.— Thackeray. 

To get or learn by heart — to commit to memory. P. 

She fell to laughing like one out of their right mind, and made me say the name 
of the bog over, for her to get it by heart, a dozen times.— Maria Edgeworth. 
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To have one^s heart in one’s mouth — to be frightened or startled. C. 

“ Old Thady,” said my master just as he used to do, “how do you do ?” 

“Very well, I thank your honour’s honour,” said I; but I saw he .was not well 
pleased, and my heart was in my mouth as I walked along with him. — Mama 
Edgeworth. 

Heart whole — not in love. C. 

No young woman could reject such an offer without consideration, if she were 
heart whole.— Florence Marryat. 

To take heart of grace — to feel one’s courage revive. C. 

At length Mr. Turner, taking heart of grace, ventured to doubt whether the doings 
described would have been tolerated by any head-master worthy of his high and re- 
sponsible post. — W. E. Norris. 

I told him I was come to the Queensferry on business, and, taking heart of grace, 
asked him to direct me to the house of Mr. Eankeillor. — R. L. Stevenson. 

His heart sank into his hoots — he lost hope or courage ; he became deeply 
disheartened. C. 

Perhaps it was this— perhaps it was the look of the island, with its gray melan- 
choly woods, and wild stone spires, *and the surf that we could both see and hear 
foaming and thundering on the steep beach — at least, although the sun shone bright 
and hot, and the shore birds were fishing and crying all around us, and you would 
have thought any one would have been glad to land after being so long at sea, my 
heart sank, as the saying is, into ray boots ; and from that first look onward, I hated 
the very thought of Treasure Island.— E. L. Stevenson. 

After one’s own heart — just such as one likes ; dear to one. P. 

It was, indeed, a representative gathering after the Talberts’ own heart.— Hugh 
Conway. 

OiLt of heart — heavy ; sodden. C. 

The tillage-ground had been so ill managed by his predecessor that the land was 
what is called quite out of heart. — Maria Edgeworth. 

Heaven. — In the seventh heaven — in a state of intense delight or exalta- 
tion. P. 

William Henry, for his part, was in the seventh heaven Those days at Stratford 

were the happiest days of his life. — Jaries Payn. 

Good heavens I — an exclamation of surprise. C. 

Sir Henry Steele broke in loudly, “ Good heavens ! well, he is an extraordinary 
man.”— 0. Ebade. 

Heavy. — Heavy in hand — deficient in verve ; requiring to be urged on. 
C. A phrase originally used in driving. 

He was a kind, honest fellow, though rather old-fashioned, and just a trifle heavy 
in hand.— James Payn. 

Heels. — Laid hy the heels — {a) prostrated. P. 

When a very active man is suddenly laid by the heels, sad as the dispensation is, 
there are sure to be some who rejoice in it. — Blackmore. 

(5) put under arrest. F. 
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To tcbhe to one's heels — to run off. F. 

Timothy’s Bess’s Ben first kicked out vigorously, then took to his heels (scampered 
away), and sought refuge behind his father’s legs. — G-eouge Eliot. 

Doion at heels, or out at heels — having bad or untidy shoes ; in poor cir- 
cumstances, C. 

I am almost out at heels (in very low circumstances). — Shakespeare. 

Sneak into a corner down at heels and out at elbows. — Darrell. 

To cool or hich one's heels — to be made to wait when calling upon some 
great pex’sonage. C. 

We cooled our heels during the ordinary and inevitable half-hour.— G. A. Sala. 

I have been waiting, kicking my heels since the train came in. — Sarah Tytler. 

To tread upon the heels — to follow closely. P. 

One woe doth tread upon another’s heels (follows another closely).-~SHAKESPEARE. 

Achilles' heel — the only vulnerable part. P. When Thetis dipped her 
son in the river Styx to make him invulnerable, she held him by the 
heel, and the part covered by her hand was the only part not washed 
by the water. 

Hanover is the Achilles’ heel (only assailable point) to invulnerable England.— 
Carlyle. 

Tv hich up the heels— to die. F. 

His heels he’ll kick up, 

Slain by an onslaught fierce of hickup.— Egbert Brown-ino. 

To come or folloio upon the heels of— to follow closely ; immediately suc- 
ceeding. P. 

Bread, I believe, has always been considered first, but the circus comes close upon 
its heels . — Contemporary Review, 1S87. 

Exp.— The multitude cries first for food, but soon it demands amusements. 

The news of the sudden decease of old Mr. Caresfoot, of the discovery of Philip’s 

secret marriage and the death of his wife and of many other things, that were 

some of them true and some of them false, following as they did upon the heels of 
the great dinner-party, and the announcement made thereat, threw the country-side 
into an indescribable ferment. — H. E. Haggard. 

To get the heels of another — to outstrip liim. F. 

0 rare Strap, thou hast got the heels of me at last.— Smollett. 

To show the heels to — to outstrip. P. 

My impatience has shown its heels to my politeness.— E. L. Stevenson. 

To shoio a light pair of heels— to abscond. F. 

The day after the discovery of the fraud, Stanton thought it prudent to show a light 
pair of heels. 

Helter. — Helter-shelter — m haste and confusion. C. 

Colley held up a white handkerchief in his hand, and Breytenback fired, and 
down went the general all of a heap, and then they all ran helter-skelter down the 
hill.— H. E. Haggard. 
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Hen. — Lil'e a hen on a hot girdle — very restless. F. 

To sell onds hens on a rainy day — to sell at a disadvantagej or fool- 
ishly. F. 

“Never mind our son,” cried my wife. “Depend upon it, he knows what he is 
about. I’ll warrant, we’ll never see him sell his hens of a rainy day. I have seen 
him buy such bargains as would amaze one.”— Goldsmith. 

Hercules. — Hercules^ labours. Hercules, the mythical strong man of 
Greece, performed twelve labours or tasks, requiring enormous 
strength, for his brother Eurystheus. P. See Augean. 

That, too, is on the list of Hercules’ labours, Peter mine.— Chaules Kingsley. 

Here. — 2Teither here nor there — of no importance. C. 

“Touching what neighbour Batts has said,” he began in his usual slow and stead- 
fast voice, “it may be neither here nor there.” — B laokmobe. 

Here and there — scattered about thinly ; occurring at rare intervals. P. 

I wind about, and in and out, 

With here a blossom sailing, 

And here and there a lusty trout, 

And here and there a grayling.— Tennyson. 

The Unitarians are, perhaps, the great people for taking what here and there 
on the surface seems to conflict most with common sense, arguing that it cannot be 
in the Bible, and getting rid of it. — M. Abnold. 

Here's to yo%i — I drink to your good health. C, A somewhat old- 
fashioned phrase, used before drinking a glass of wine or cordial with 
a friend. 

Here’s to budgets, bags, and wallets ! 

Here’s to all the wandering train I— Bubns. 

The poet calls upon his hearers to fill their glasses and drink to the health 
of all jolly beggars. 

Herod. — To out-Herod Herod — to be more outrageous than the most 
outrageous ; to pass all bounds ; to rant. P. Herod w’as the bluster- 
ing tyrant of the Old English mystery plays. See Shakespeare’s 
Hamlet^ act hi. sc. 2. 

But Lord Randolph out-Herods Herod in the opposite direction. — Fortnightly Ite- 
view, 1887, 

There is nothing like giving a romp credit for a little boldness. To keep up her 
character she will out-Herod Herod.— Beacons field. 

Hie. — Hicjacet — two Latin words, signifying Here lies, which frequently 
begin the inscription on a tombstone. P. Inscriptions were formerly 
very commonly couched in Latin. 

On each brutal brow was plainly written the hie jacet of a soul dead within.— E. 
Bellamy. 

Hide-and-seek. — To 'play hkle-and-seeh with any one — to seem to elude 
his pursuit. F. Hide-and-seek is a children’s game, in which one 
hides and the others try to find him, or vice versd. 
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Indeed, the time passed so lightly in this good company that I began to be almost 
reconciled to my residence at Shaws ; and nothing.but the sight of my uncle and his 
eyes playing hide-and-seek with mine revived the force of my distrust. — E. L. 
Stevenson. 

High. — On high — aloft ; in or to heaven. P. 

The lark mounts up on high (to heaven).— Shakespeajre. 

Thy seat is up on high (aloft).— S hakespeare. 

HighjinJcs — uproarious fiin ; great sport. P. 

There he found the eleven at high jinks after supper, Jack Haggles shouting comic 
songs and performing feats of strength. — Hughes. 

High and dry — out of the water; in a dry place ; safe. P. 

Just where the eastern curve begins stands KingsclifF, a cluster of white cottages, 
fronted by a white beach, whereon some half-dozen of stout fishing-smacks are hauled 
up liigh and 6iy.~Good Words, 18S7. 

High time — fully time. P. Used where a limit of time has been 
reached, and it is necessary to delay no more. 

It was now high time (very necessary) to retire and take refreshment against the 
fatigues of the following day.— Goldsmith. 

High %vords — an angry discussion. P. 

Their talk that day had not been very pleasant ; words, very like high words, had 
passed between them. — George Eliot. 

To he on the high horse or the high ropes; to ride the high horse — to have 
a haughty demeanour ; to be overbearing. * F. 

Yes, I went there the night before last, but she was quite on the high ropes about 
something, and was so grand and mysterious that I couldn’t make anything of her, — 
Dickens. 

He’s an amusing fellow, and I’ve no objection to his making one at the Oyster 
Club; but he’s a bit too fond of riding the high hurse (of being arrogant).— George 
Eliot. 

High-faintin' — in a pretentious style ; pompous. S. 

His enemies have done their best to enlighten her as to the hollowness of his 
high-falutin’ -gvofessions.— Edinburgh Review, 1S8S. 

With a high hand — imperiously ; arrogantly. P. 

Mr. Tolair would have carxied his mission with a very high hand if he had not 
been disconcerted by the very unexpected demonstrations with which it had been 
received.— Dickens. 

A high tea — “ tea” — the evening meal— with meats and solid food. F. 

Miss Gray need not trouble about dress; she alw<ays looked nice. That serge she 
was wearing would do capitally, if she did not grudge it, for sauntering about the 
fields and garden, being pulled about by the children, and sharing their dinner and 
high tea.— Sarah Tytler. 

Hinges. — Off the hinges — in disorder; in a distiii'bed state. C. 

At other times they are quite off the hinges, yielding themselves up to the way of 
their lusts and passions.— Sharpe. 
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Hip. — Hip and thujh — in no half-hearted way; showing no mercy. P. 

‘^Protestants, I mean,” says ho (the priest), “are by the ears a-drivin’ away at 
each other the whole blessed time, tooth and nail, hip and thigh, hammer and 
tongs. "—Halibubton. 

To smite hip and thigh — to overthrow with great slaughter. C. 

“We shall smite them hip and thigh” (defeat them utterly), he cried. —H. Conway. 

It was that seventeen pounds to Grobury the baker, for flour, winch made the 
butcher so fixedly determined to smite the poor clergyman hip and thigh.— A. 
Trollope. 

To have on the hip — to gain the advantage over in a struggle. C. A 
wrestling phrase. 

If I can catch him once upon the hip, 

I will feed fat the ancient grudge I bear him.— S hakespeabe. 

How would Crawley look at him— Crawley, who had already once had him on the 
hip ?— A. Tbollope. 

Hit. — To hit off~to describe in a terse and clever manner. C. 

Goldsmith concocted a series of epigrammatic sketches, under the title of Jte- 
taliationy in which the characters of his distinguished intimates were admirably hit 
off with a mixture of generous praise and good-humoured raillery.— W. Ibvino, 

To hit it off together — to agree; to suit each other. C. 

You should have seen Kemble and him together ; it was as good as any play. 
They don’t hit it off together so well (find each other so congenial) as you and I do. 
—James Payn. 

To hit the nail on the head — to apeak appositely; to touch the exact 
point in question. P. 

We have already had Quintilian’s witness, how right conduct brings joy.... And 
Bishop Wilson, always hitting the right nail on the head in matters of this sort, re- 
marks that, “If it were not for the practical difficulties attending it, virtue would 
hardly be distinguishable from a land of sensuality.” — M. Abnold. 

To hit upon — to light upon; to discover. P. 

I can never hit on’s (recall exactly his) name. — Shakerpeabe. 

I have hit upon (discovered) such an expedient — G oldsmith. 

To hit out — to strike with the fists straight from the shoulder ; to box 
in a serious fashion. P. 

Hither. — Hither and thither — in various directions ; to and fro. P. 

H.M.S. — H.M.S. — an abbreviation for Her Majesty’s ship, or Her 
Majesty’s service. P. 

Hob. — Hoh and noh, or hob-noh. A phrase used of companions drinking 
together in a friendly fashion. F. Hence the verb to hob-noh, or 
to lioh-and-noh, 

“Have another glass “ With you, hob-and-nob,” returned the sergeant — 
Dickens. 

I have seen him and his poor companion hob-and-nobbing together.- T haokcray. 
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Hobby . — To ride a hobby — to follow a favourite pursiiitj or introduce a 
favourite subject into conversation with a childish eagerness. P. 

ITevertlieless, some ladies have hobbies which they ride with considerable persist- 
ence. Mrs. J ennynge’s hobby was a sort of hearse-horse, for it consisted in a devo- 
tion to the memory of her late second husband. — James Payn. 

To ride a hobby to death — to weary people utterly with one’s peculiar 
notions on a subject. P. 

Hobson. — Hobson's choice — no choice at all. C. Said to be derived 
from the name of a Cambridge livery-stable keeper, who insisted on 
each customer taking the horse th^it was nearest the door. 

hTo university man would ride him, even upon Hobson’s choice (if he could get no 
other to ride). — B lackmoub. 

Hocus-pocus. — Hocus-pocus — deception; underhand dealing. P. Said 
to be a play on the words Hoc est corpus, used in the Mass. 

Our author is playing hocus-pocus (hoodwinking his readers) in the very similitude 
he takes from that juggler.— Bentley. 

The hostess was too adroit at that hocus-pocus of the table which often is prac- 
tised in cheap boarding-houses. No one could conjure a single joint through a 
greater variety of forms.— Washington Ieving. 

Hog. — To go the whole hog — to have everything that can be got; to 
refuse to be satisfied with merely a portion. American slang. 

But since we introduced the railroads, if we don’t go ahead it’s a pity. We never 
fairly knew what going the whole hog was till then.— Halibueton. 

Hoist. — Hoist with or by one's oicii petard — destroyed by one’s own 
machinations, framed for the destruction of others. P. See Shake- 
speare’s Hamlet, act iii. sc. 4. 

It’s too disastrous a victory. I’m hoist by my own petard— caught in my own 
mouse-trap. — W. D. Howells. 

Hoity. — Hoity-toity. An exclamation signifying that the person ad- 
dressed has been speaking or acting petulantly and absurdly. G. 

Hoity-toity ! ” cries Honour; “ madam is in her airs, I protest.”— F ielding. 

Hold. — To hold by — to support; to approve of. 0. 

Even the paterfamilias who did not hold by stage plays made an exception in hon- 
our of the Bard of Avon. — James Payn. 

To hold forth — to speak in public, generally in praise of something. P. 

A pretty conjurer, telling fortunes, held forth in the market-place.— L’E steamge. 

The small boys, who are great speculators on the prowess of their elders, used to 
hold forth to (harangue) one another about Williams’s great strength.— Hughes. 

To hold off— to remain at a distance; to refuse to join in any under- 
taking. P. 

If you love me, hold not off.— S hakespeaee. 
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To hold on — to last ; to coiitimie. P. 

The trade held on (continued) for many years after the bishops became Protestants. 
—Swift. 

To hold out — to offer resistance ; not to succumb or yield. 

A consumptive person may hold out (not succumb to the disease) for years. — Au- 

BUTHNOT. 

To hold good — to be valid j to be applicable. P. 

No man will be banished, and banished to the torrid zone, for nothing. The rule 
holds good with respect to (is valid for) the legal profession. — Macaulay. 

To hold in play — to keep fully occupied with secondary matters -while 
the attention is diverted from the main point at issue. P. 

Grouchy was to hold the Prussians in play until the emperor had routed Wellington. 

To hold 07 ids 0 W 71 — to contend successfully; to maintain what one is 
struggling for. P. 

So far as silent maledictions were concerned, no profanity of theii’s could hold its 
own against the intensity and deliberation with which he expressed between his 
teeth his views in respect to their eternal interests. 

Moreover, with all her retiring ways, she was always quite capable of holding Her 
own.— Wm. Black. 

To hold water— to bear close inspection. C. A phrase generally used 
negatively. 

Tales had gone about respecting her. Nothing very tangible; and perhaps they 
would not have held water.— Mrs. Henry Wood. 

To hold in chech — to restrain; to control. P. 

We should find difficulty in supplying an army of eight thousand men at Kanda 
har, which would be sufiicient to hold in check the advance of one hundred thousand 
Kussians from the Caucasus.— Itcview, 1887, 

N' either to hold nor to hind — in a state of ungovernable excitement. C. 

“I tell you in turn,” said the young man, who was neither to hold nor to bind, 
simply because something had been said about his wife— “I tell you in turn that I 
mean to contest the seat all the same; and what is more, by the Lord Harry I mean 
to win it.” — W m. Black. 

Hole . — Hole-and-corner — secret; underhand. C. 

But such is the wretched trickery of hole-and-corner Buffery. — Dickens. 

No one could say that it was a hole-and-corner business, far less that the assembly 
was packed (filled with confederates). — James Payn. 

In a hole — in a difficult position. P. 

How he is going to prove that, I want to know. I’ve got him in a hole, you’ll see. 
—Justin M‘Carthy. 

There is little manoeuvring for position and putting the other party in a hole. — 
The Nation, May 1, 1800. 

hi the hole. A phrase used in playing cards to signify that the player 
has made a minus scoi'e. 
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Holy. — Holy water — water blessed by the priests of the Roman Catholic 
and Greek Churches. Catholics keep it in their houses, and use it on 
getting up, on retiring to rest, and when about to go on a journey. 
It is generally placed in stone basins or fonts at the entrance of 
churches, and is sprinkled on the worshippers at some of the more 
important services of the Church. 

Home. — At home — familiar; on easy terms. C. 

There was admiration, and. more even than admiration, in his eyes. It was a beau- 
tiful expression that I cannot define or put into words that made me feel at home 

(friendly) with him at once. — The Argosy^ 18S6. 

An at home'^ — a reception or entertainment given in the afternoon 
or evening. P. 

Now it so happened that Mr. Yates the manager was going to give an entertain- 
ment he called his at homes, and this took but a small orchestra.— C. Eeade. 

To be “ at home ” to people — to be ready to receive visitors. C. 

“ Sir Charles Bassett ! " trumpeted a servant at the door, and then waited, prudently, 
to know whether this young lady, whom he had caught blushing so red with one 
gentleman, would be at home to another. — C. Eeade. 

To bring a thing home to people — to say something which interests 
people, and the meaning of which they fully grasp. P. 

“ You’re like the wood-pigeon ; it says do, do, do all day, and never sets about anj 
work itself.” That’s bringing it home to people (a saying which rouses the attention 
of people).— George Eliot, 

To come home to a person — to reach one’s conscience; to touch one’s 
heart. C. 

I’ve heard a good deal of the clerks out of place, and now it comes home to me. — 
Besant. 

To mahe oneself at home — to act as if one were in one’s own house. P. 

“ Do untie your bonnet-strings, and make yourself at home. Miss Nipper, please,” 
entreated Jemima.— Dickens. 

To bring oneself home — to recover what one has previously lost. P. 

He is a little out of cash just now However, he has taken a very good road to 

bring himself home again, for we pay him very handsomely. — Madame D’Arblay. 

One^s long home — the grave. P. 

Whatever you can see in cold water to run after it so, I can’t think. If I was to 
flood myself like you, it would soon float me to my long home (cause my death). — 
C, Ebade. 

Honour. — Honour bright? — do you pledge your word for it? P- A 
phrase used when a man wishes to be perfectly sure that he is not 
going to be deceived. It is also used in affiimatioiis to mean, “ I do 
pledge my word solemnly.” • 

“ I do not mean to marry Mr, Jacorab, if that is what you mean.” — “ No ! Honour 
bright?” — W m. Black. 

“ Was it written in joke, pray?” — “No, that’s the best of it,” returned the actor; 
“right down earnest— honour bright.” — Dickens. 
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An affair of honour — a dispute involviug a duel. P. 

He had to leave London owing to a fatal result from an affair of honour in which 
he was concerned. 

A debt of honour — a debt incurred at play, which cannot be recovered 
by legal process, and is therefore considered more binding in the 
social code of laws. P. 

He had all along meant to pay his father’s debts of honour ; but the moment the 
law was taken of him, there was an end of honour, to be sure.— IMaria Edgeworth. 

A point of honour — a scruple axusing from delicacy of feeling. P. 

‘‘ I will not,” said Lochiel, “ break the ice. That is a point of honour with me.” — 
Macaulay. 

Honours of tear — the privilege granted to a defeated ai'my to march out 
of a town or a camp with colours flying. P. 

The same day, at one p.m., arrived a letter from General Stiels, granting permission 
to the officers to retain their swords, and to the army the honours of war. — Edinburgh 
Review, 1886. 

The honours rested with him — he was the most successful. P. 

The honours of the evening would have rested with Eatcliffe, had he not lowered 
himself again to his ordinary leYtl.— Edinburgh Review, 1882. 

To do the honours — to act as host or hostess at an entertainment. C. 

Afterwards Miss Amelia did the honours of the drawing-room.— Thackeray. 

Hoof. — To beat or pad the hoof— to walk. F. 

Charles Bates expressed his opinion that it was time to pad the hoof. —Dickens. 

Hook. — By hooh or by crook — by some means or other ; through some 
device. C. 

“I do not think,” he replied coldly, after an unpleasant pause, “that William 
Henry cares much about Shakespeare ; but he has probably asked for his holiday thus 
early in hopes that, by hook or by crook, he may get another one later on.”— James 
Payn. 

Off the hooks — (a) in disorder ; flurried. S. 

While Sheridan is off the hooks, 

And friend Delany at his books.— S wift. 

(b) dead; no longer in existence. S. 

The attack was so sharp that Matilda, as his reverence expressed it, was very 
nearly off the hooks. — Thackeray. 

On one^s o\on hook — independently ; on one’s own responsibility. F. 

The very eye-glass, which headed the cane he carried so jauntily in his hand, was 
out of keeping with their eye-glasses, and looked like some gay young lens who had 
refused to be put into spectacles, and was winking at life on its own hook. — James 
Payn. 

To hook it — to run away. S. 

Every school-boy knows that the lion has a claw at the end of his tail with which 
he lashes himself into fury. When the experienced hunter sees him doing that, ho, 
so to speak, “hooks it.”— H. Kingsley. 
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Hop.— ^0 hoi^ the twirj—to die. See Kick the Bucket, 

Horn. — To draw in one^s horns — ^to be reticent or timid. C. 

“ This is not his opinion,” said the doctor dryly, who having been betrayed into 
frankness by the other’s seeming acquaintance with the subject in question, now 
once more seemed inclined to draw in his horns.— J ames Payk. 

To show one^s horns — to show signs of a devilish nature. C. Hornie” is 
a popular name for the devil, whose characteristics, according to the 
popular conception, are his horns, his tail, and his cloven feet. 

“ A fine day, Mr. Burchell.” 

“ A very fine day, doctor; though I fancy we shall have some rain by the shooting 
of my corns” (callosities on the feet). 

“The shooting of your horns?” cried my wife in a loud fit of laughter.— Gold- 
smith. 

Mrs. Primrose suggests by her remark that Mr, Burchell had a devilish 

nature. 

To he on or between the horns of a dilemma — to be in a position of extreme 
difficulty, from which there seems no way of escape. P. 

“ We never cared for the money,” said Mrs. Corey. “You know that.” 

“ No ; and now we can’t seem to care for the loss of it. That would be still 
worse. Either horn of the dilemma gores us.” — W. D. Howells, 

Mr. Jeaffreson does not see that his argument brings him between the horns of a 
dilemma. — Athenceum, lUh November 1887. 

The “ Tabbies ” were on the horns of a dilemma. — H ugh Conway. 

The horn of plenty — a horn wreathed and filled to overflowing with 
flowers, corn, fruit — the symbol of prosperity and peace. P. Knovm 
by the Latin name cornucopia. The goddess Ceres is frequently 
pictured with it. 

Nature, very oddly, when the horn of plenty is quite empty, always fills it with 
babies. — Be.s.ant. 

His horn is exalted — he is proud and happy. P. A Scriptural phrase. 

As he paced the walks with Amy Shillibeer, and caused that young person’s horn 
to be exalted for hope that his flirting chaff meant serious business, he heard noth- 
ing to which he could object.— Mas. E. Lynn Linton, 

To lower one’s horn — to humiliate oneself ; to condescend. P. 

“ If we could prevail on him to abandon this insane affair,” said my Lady Jane, 
with the sublime self-forgetfulness of pride when it has lowered its horn as it skirted 
by ruin, and now raises it again as it touches success.— Mas. E. Lynn Linton. 

Hornet. — To bring or raise a hornets’ nest about one’s ears — to cause a 
host of critics or enemies to rise up against one. C. 

The chief offenders for the time were flogged and kept in bounds ; but the victori- 
ous party had brought a nice hornets’ nest about their ears. — Hughes. 

Horrors. — The ho^n^ors — the symptoms of delirium tremens. C. 

“ It’s a strange place,” said the squatter at length, speaking softly, as though loath 
to break the curious stillness. “It’s enough to give one the horrors.”— AW the Year 
Bound, 1887. 
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Hors. — Hors de comibat — rendered useless for fighting j disabled. P. 
A French phrase. 

If the Board schoolmaster was placed liors dc combat by professional scruples and 
professional fatigue, the same reservation might have applied equally to Bennet 
Gray.— S ahah Tytleb,. 

Horse. — ^ horse-laugh — a coarse, unmeaning laugh. P. 

One night, Mr. Yates being funnier than usual, if possible, a single horse-laugh 
suddenly exploded among the fiddles. — C. Rbape. 

To flog a dead horse — to agitate for the revival of a creed that is 
extinct. C. 

Arguing against Tom Paine is like flogging a dead horse. 

Horse-play — rough amusement. C. 

To be sure it was a boy, not a man, and child’s-play is sometimes preferred by the 
theatre-going world even to horse-play. — 0. Bbade. 

To take horse — to journey on horseback. P. 

He took horse to the Lake of Constance, which is formed by the entry of the 
Ehine.— A ddison. 

One-horse — mean ; petty ; in a small way. P. An Americanism. 

The former (steam circus) was literally a one-horse, or rather one-pony concern, 
for a patient little quadruped plodded round in the centre. — Harper’s Magazine^ 
March ISSS. 

Oh, well, Rhode Island is a one-horse state, where everybody pays taxes and goes 
to church.— W m. Black. 

On one's high horse — pnffed-up j arrogant. F. 

Well, the colonel does seem to be on his high horse, ma’am. — W, D. Howells. 

Host. — To reckon or count xoithont one^s host — to calculate without con- 
sidering fully the practicability of any plan. P. 

His feelings, in fact, were precisely the same as those on which Mr. Harris had 
counted— without his host (rashly).— James Payn. 

Napoleon had reckoned without his host as regards the position to be assumed by 
the South German nationalities. — Ilhistrated London News, 1887. 

Hot. — Hot-foot — quickly, C. 

The stream was deep here, but some fifty yards below was a shallow, for which he 
made off hot-foot. — H ughes. 

In hot water — in a state of trouble or worry. C. 

He was far oftener in disgrace than Richard, and kept me, I may say, in continual 
hot water, wondering what extraordinary trick he would take it into his head to 
play next.— A nnie Keaby. 

Hour. — the eleventh hour — just in time and no more to obtain can ad- 
vantage. P. 

At the eleventh hour he is compelled to take the last chance applicant.— Augustus 
Jessopp. 
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The> small hours — the morning hours after midnight. C. 

He was just playing that last rubber which possesses such elastic attributes, and has 
kept many a better man up to the small hours (out of bed until one or two o’clock), 
who otherwise makes it a principle to be in bed by ten o’clock. — J ames Payn. 

To heejp (Pod hours — to return home at an early hour every evening; 
not to be abroad at night. C. 

The landlady said she would have no lodger who did not keep good hour::i. 

In an evil hour — under the influence of an unhappy inspiration ; acting 
from an unfortunate impulse ; in an unlucky moment. P. 

In an evil hour he consented to give his son a latch-key. 

House.—^ housedO‘house visitation — a series of visits made to neigh- 
bouring houses in regular succession. P. 

I am struck more and more with the amount of disease and death I see around me 
in all classes, which no sanitary legislation whatsoever could touch, unless you had a 
house-to-house visitation of a Government officer. — C. EIingsley. 

To heep house — (a) to maintain a separate establishment. P. 

My mother no longer keeps house, but lives with her married daughter. 

(5) to manage domestic affairs; to act as housekeeper. P. 

"When my dear brother was alive (I kept house for him, Miss Nicldeby), we had to 
supper once a week two or three young men.— Dickens. 

To heep open house — to be hospitable to all comers. P. 

Everybody in the country knew the colonel, and everybody knew Drinkwater 
Torm, and everybody who bad been to the colonel’s for several years past (and that 
was nearly everybody in the county, for the colonel kept open house), knew Polly. — 
Harper'' s Monthly ^ 1S8G. 

To cry from the house-tops — to announce to the public. P. An Eastern 
phrase. The roofs of the houses in Syria and the neighbouring 
countries are flat, and are used in the evenings as family resorts. 

Gabriel, rousing himself now and again to listen, heard nothing that might not 
have been cried from the house-tops.— D. Chuistie Mubeay. 

House of call — a house where workmen of a particular trade meet, and 
where those in need of workmen can engage their services. P. 

The inn served as a house of call for farmers returning from Exeter market. 

Like a house on fire — ^very rapidly and easily; swimmingly.” F. 

He has, besides, got his favourite boots on, and feels equal to almost any social 
emergency, so he is making the agreeable to the heiress with that degree of origin- 
ality so peculiarly his own, and getting on, as he thinks, like a house on fire.— G. J. 

WH YTE'MELVILLE. 

“Yes,” said Jeremiah exultantly; “I’m getting on like a house on fire.” — B. L. 
Fabjeon. 

How. — How much? — a satirical expression, implying that the jperson 
who is addressed has used an absurdly learned phrase. S. 

“ The plant is of the genus Asclepladacm^ tribe Stapeliece ." — “ Genus how much?” 
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How is that for high ? — a vulgar phrase used after the telling of some 
wonderful story. S. 

Mr. Eerry casually remarks, “ I’ve hanged one hundred and thirteen convicts, and 
only attended one inquest, when the convict’s head was separated from his body, 
and I had to explain how the unfortunate accident occurred.” How is that for high ? 
Truly, it must be a profitable business that admits of such state and dignity in a 
hangman. — St. Andrews Citizen, 1S89. 

Hub . — The hub of the solar system or of the universe — the central city 
of the world. A name often applied in jest to Boston, Massachu- 
setts. B. 

Boston State-House is the hub of the solar system. You couldn’t pry that out of 
a Boston man if you had the th*e of all creation straightened out for a crowbar. — 0. 
W. Holmes. 

Calcutta swaggers as if it were the hub of the universe.— BaiZy News, 1886. 

Hue. — Hue and cry — a clamour in pursuit of an offender. P. 

A hue and cry hath followed certain men into this house.'— SnAKESPBAifE. 

The Dodger and his accomplished friend, Master Bates, joined in the hue and cry 
which was raised at Oliver’s heels. — Dickens. 

Huff. — To tahe the huff— to be offended; to be sulky. F. 

Suppose he takes the huff, and goes to some other lawyer. — C. Keade. 

Hug. — To hug the shore — to keep close to the shore, P. 

We were afraid to venture out to sea, and decided to hug the shore. 

To hug oneself— to chuckle with satisfaction. F. 

He hugged himself at the idea of their discomfiture. 

Hum. — To hum and haw — to hesitate in speaking. C. 

There came a pause, which, after humming and hawing a little, Philip was the first 
to break. — H. R Haggard. 

Humble. — To eat humble-pie — to apologize abjectly. P. Humble, 
mumble, or umble pie was made from the umbles or entrails of the 
deer, and fell to the lot of the inferiors at a feast. 

With the greatest alacrity the malcontents in Prance, the old Constitutional party, 
take up your parable. “Prance is eating humble-pie!” they scream out; “the 
tyrant is making Prance eat humble-pie ! Prance is humiliated ! Prance is suffocat- 
ing ! M. Arnold. 

Hundred. — Not a hundred miles off or from. A phrase often used to 
avoid a direct reference to any place. C. The place itself or its im- 
mediate neighbourhood is always intended. It therefore is equal 
to “ very near ” or ‘‘very close to.” 

Scene— chemist’s shop, not a hundred miles from Dumfries. Enter small girl with 
a bottle of cod-liver oil purchased on the previous day. Small girl : “If ye please, 
sir, will ye tak’ this back ? The man canna tak’ it, for he dee’d last nicht.” — St. 
Andrews Citizen, 1887. 

Paijo.— SmaU girl: “If you please, sir, will you take this back? The man cannot 
take it, for he died last night.” 
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Tlie phrase is also used of events not far distant in time. 

From all of which wise reflections the reader will gather that our friend Arthur 
was not a hundred miles off an awkward situation. — H. R. Hag gaud. 

Hungry. — As hungry as a hawh — ^very hungry. C. 

I made a hearty supper, for I was as hungry as a hawk.— E. L. Stevenson. 

Hunks. — A 71 old hunks — a niggardly, mean fellow. S. 

“ Not one word for me in his will A hunks,” replied Mr. Bunker; “ a miserly 

hunks.”— B esant. 

Husband. — The husbands^ boat A n^me given to the Saturday boat 
from London which brings down to Margate during the summer sea- 
son the fathers whose families are at the sea-coast. C. 

I never shall forget the evening when we went to the jetty to see the ’usbands’ boat 
come in.— T?ie Mistletoe Bough, 1885. 

Ship-husband — a sailor who diglikes to quit his vessel when in port. F. 

He was, as we use the term at sea, a regular ship-husband— that is to say, he 
seldom put his foot on shore.— Captatn IMarbyat. 

Husband's tea — very weak tea. F. 

Hush. — To hush iqi — to keep concealed ,* to suppress. P. 

The matter is hushed up, and the servants are forbid to talk of it.— Pope. 

“Ah,” he said unpleasantly, “you’re beginning to be ashamed of yourself, and 
wish the thing hushed up.” — F. Anstby. 

Hush-money — a bribe to secure silence regarding some iniquitous trans- 
action. P. 

There was, besides, hush-money for the sub-sheriffs (who had been bribed to keep 
quiet).— Maria Edgeworth. 

There is much more black-mail paid in the world than the world has any idea of ; 
but very little turns out to be what it pretends to be, hush-money.— James Payn. 


I 

Ice. — To break the ice — to commence speaking after an embarrassing 
silence ; to begin to speak on a delicate subject. C. 

After he’d a while looked wise, 

At last broke silence and the ice. — S. Butler. 

The ice having been broken in this unexpected manner, she made no further at- 
tempt at reserve. — Thomas Hardy. 

Idol. — Idols of the tribe [Idola ti'ihus ) — errors of belief into wbicli human 
nature in general is apt to fall. P. A phrase, with the others which 
follow, invented by Francis Bacon. 

Teachers and students of theology get a certain look, certain conventional tones of 
voice, a clerical gait, a professional neckcloth, and habits of mind as professional as 
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their externals. They are scholarly men, and, read Bacon, and know well enough 
what the idols of the tribe are. — Holmes. 

Some of these (preconceived shadowy notions) are inherent in the human mind, as, 
for example, the general prejudice in favour of symmetry and order Such pre- 

judices extend to the whole tribe of men, and may be called the idols of the tribe. — 
Abbott. 

Idols of the cctve [Idola specus) — errors of belief into whicli people living 
apart from the world are apt to fall. P. 

The frigidities, leading to nothing, of the old Sinico-Japanese scholarship, a 
scholarship full of the idols of the cave, nSust give way to the open-eyed methods of 
the West. — Japan Mail, 1886. 

Again, individual men, circumscribed within the narrow and dark limits of their 
individuality, as shaped by their country, their age, their own physical and mental 
peculiarities, find themselves as it were fettered in a cave.. ..they only see the 
shadows of realities : such individual misconceptions or idols may be called idols of 
the cave. — Abbott. 

Idols of the forum or marTcet-place {Idola fori) —errors of belief arising 
from language and social intercourse. P. 

Language is a third imposture tyrannizing over and moulding thoughts. It is 

the idol of intercourse, deriving its influence from all meetings of men, and may 
therefore be called the idol of the market-place.— A bbott. 

Idols of the theatre — the deceptions that have arisen from the dogmas of 
different schools. P. 

In the place of the unobtrusive worship of the truth, authority substitutes the 
mere fictions and theatrical stage-plays (for they are no better) of the ostentatious 
philosophers. It may therefore be called the idol of the theatre.— Abbott. 

If, — If you please. This phrase has often a peculiar use when inserted 
in a sentence. It calls attention to a statement, of which the opposite 
might have been taken for granted, and may be translated, “ Pray do 
not suppose the contrary. ” 

Rank is respected, if you please, even at the East End of London ; and perhaps 
more there than in fashionable quarters, because it is so rare. — Besant. 

Ignis. — Iijivkfatuus — deceptive light. P. Latin. See Will o ’ the Wisp. 

Austria, who, beguiled by the ignis fatuus of her great ally, had assisted in dis- 
crediting the Bund and covering it with ridicule, returned to it in her extremity.— 
Quarterly Renew, 1887. 

Ilk. — Of that iVk — of the place with the same name \ as, Bethune of that 
ilh = Bethune of Bethune. A Scotch phrase. 

I don’t mean Beatrice to marry Mr, Staunton, even if he is a Staunton of that ilk. 
— W. E. Noebis. 

Ill . — It’s an ill wind that hloxos nobody pood— few events are misfortunes 
to every one concerned. C. Sickness benefits physicians ; death puts 
money in the pockets of undertakers ; fires are popular with car- 
penters. 

’Tis an ill wind that blows nobody (any) good : the same wind that took the Jew 
Lady Rackrent over to England brought over the new heir to Castle Rackrent.— 
Maria Edgeworth, 

111 blows the wind that profits nobody.— S hakespeare. 
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Imperiuni. — Imperium in imperio — a government within a government. 
P. Latin. 

Improve. — To improve the occasion — to draw moral lessons from any 
event when it happens. C. 

Holmes, who was one of the best boys in the school, began to improve the occasion. 
“ Now, you youngsters,” said he, as he marched along in the middle of them, “ mind 
this— you’re very well out of this scrape. Don’t you go near Thompson’s barn again ; 
do you hear ’’’—Hughes. 

In. — The ins and outs of anythiiui — its wdiole working ; the details of 
anything. C. 

Now so many things come cross and across (happen in an unexpected and contrary 
fashion) in the countless ins and onts (varied experiences of life), that the laws of the 
Crippses failed sometimes in some jot or tittle.— Blackmore. 

No ; if you want to know the ins and outs of the Yankees (external and internal 
characteristics of the people of New England)— I’ve wintered them and summered 
them ; I know all their points, shape, make, and breed. — Haliburton. 

In for it — in a critical or dangerous situation. F. 

The Speaker, imagining I was going to rise, called my name. I was in for it (could 
not escape from the critical position), put my hat down, advanced to the table, and 
dashed along.— Beacons fielu. 

There was indeed a fearful joy about his playing at being a man of high family. 
He was in for it now, and he would not dx’aw back.— J. M‘CARTHy. 

In with a person — on friendly terms with him. F. 

That’s the worst of being in with an audacious chap like that old Nickleby. — 
Dickens. 

In mibihus — in the clouds j not having an actual existence. P. Latin. 

The above scheme is stiU, we believe, i)i nuhihus. 

In for a penny, m for a pound. This phrase is used when the same loss 
or danger is incurred whether the previous responsibility has been 
great or small. C. Compare the saying, “ As well be hung for a man 
as for a sheep. ” 

You never know when he’s done with you, and if you’re in for a penny, you’re in 
for a pound.— Dickens. 

If there’s anything queer about him when we once get into the work, in for a 
penny, in for a pound (we shall not hesitate to proceed to the most serious measures 
with him).— Dickens. 

In flagrante delicto — in the very act of guilt. C. Latin. 

IVTr. S. Eouth, while playing hazard in Mr. Griintz’s rooms, had been caught in 
flagrante delicto, in the act of cheating.— Edmund Yates. 

In extremis — at the last gasp ; in a hopeless condition. P. Latin. 

The delimitation of the sphere of influence which had been arranged, of course, 
meant an agreement in advance, whether Bulgaria or Greece should conduct insur- 
rections in particular villages whenever Turkey was in extremis, and which should 
annex them whenever Turkey was &xiiTOQit.— Fortnightly Eeiiiew, 1887. 
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In loco parentis — in a parent’s place. P. Latin. 

This statelf personage, probably for Miss Burt’s sake rather than his own, was 
about to place himself, as respected Miss Josceline, in loco %farentis,-~5AMBB Pa'sn. 

In medias res — right into the middle of a subject. P. Latin. 

At last I desperately broke the ice, rushing in medias res (introducing the subject 
abruptly).— TAe Mistletoe Bough, ISSJ. 

In memoriam — to the memory of. P. Latin. Used Hie jacet (g.v.). 

In situ — in the actual spot where anything has occurred. P. Latin. 

It is xeaUy worth while to get a copy of the memoirs to see how strange such 
language looks m situ. — National JReview, 1S88. 

In toto — taken completely ; altogether. P. Latin. 

If you hecome a nuisance, I shall either deny your statements in toto, or I shall 
take the wind out of your sails by confessing the truth to her on my own account.— 
"W. E. Norris. 

Indian. — Indian file — a procession in which each person follows after 
the other in a long line. P. 

Well, sir, as the four of us were walking in Indian file, what did the woman sud- 
denly do but go up to Jeremiah and accost him.— B. L. Earjeon. 

Indian summer — the finest part of the autumn season in North America, 
a time noted for its beauty and mildness. P. 

In the one case there was Mr. Josceline wooing and winning ; Mrs. Jennynge in an 
Indian summer (delightful state) of rapture ; and Miss Anastasia beginning to sus- 
pect what was going on.— James Patn. 

Infra. — Infra dig, — a contraction for infra dignitatem (Latin), ‘‘be- 
neath one’s dignity. ” F. 

Beards continued in favour until the seventeenth century, when the magistracy, 
again opposing the change of fashion as inlra dig., declined as long and as resolutely 
to part with their beards as their predecessors had done to adopt them. — Lady 
Jackson. 

I was thinking the other day that in these days of lecturings and readings a great 
deal of money might be made (if it were not infra dig.') by one’s having readings of 
one’s own books. — Dickens. 

Inside .— ^0 get the inside track of anything— to understEind its workings. 
F. An American phrase. 

Intention. — To heal hy the first intention (of a wound) — to close up with- 
out suppuration ; to come together and grow well without inflamma- 
tion. P. 

He only strapped up my cut, and informed me that it would speedily get well by 
the first intention— an odd phrase enough.— 0. W. Holmes. 

Inter. — Inter nos — between ourselves. C. Latin. Used when speak- 
ing confidentially. Compare the French e7itre nous, which see. 

I don’t believe in Tom’s sincerity ; but that is inter nos. 



lo.n. 


[ 172 ] 


Irony 


I.O.U. — LO.U., “1‘Owe you.” A form of acknowledgment of debt 
common between friends. The amount borrowed and the name of the 
borrower are added to these letters. 

But pay?— of course he must pay; to talk of burning I.O.U.’s was mere child’s 
play.— Thackeray. , 

Here he took out of his desk an I.O.IJ. for £5, ready drawn up, dated.— S. 
■Warren-. 

Ipse. — Ipse dixit. A dogmatic statement made by a writer without ad- 
ducing reasons. P. ‘ . 

Yet Sir George Trevelyan evidently expects that, on the other hand, Nationalist 
associations will be liable to be suppressed on the ipse dixit of the Lord Lieu- 
tenant that they are acting illegally.— Spectator, 18S7. 

Ipso. — Ipso facto — in the fact itself. P. Latin. Used where some- 
thing is said to be inherent of necessity in something else. 

Whatever the captain does is right, ipso facto, and any opposition to it is wrong on 
board ship.— R. H. Dana, jun. 

Irish. — Irish steio — a dish made with meat, potatoes, and onions, mixed 
confusedly together. P. 

Mrs. Grudden remained behind,to take some cold Irish stew and a pint of porter 
in the box-oflace.— Dickens. 

Iron. — To have many irons in the fire — to have many projects carrying 
on at one time. F. Irons are here the bolts used in the laundry to 
heat the box-iron, and renewed fi-om time to time. 

And then he (Lamb) tells what other literary irons are in the fire. — A. Ainger. 

Thus without risk he got his twenty per cent. Not that he appeared in these 
transactions ; he had too many good irons in the fire to let himself be called a 
usurer.— C. Ebade. 

In irons — fettered. P, 

“Overboard!” said the captain. “Well, gentlemen, that saves the trouble of 
putting him in irons.”— E. L. Stevenson. 

An inch of cold iron — a stab from a dagger or other weapon. P. 

An inch of cold iron brought this wonderful career to a close. 

The iron had entered into his soul — his spirit was broken. P. 

True, he wore no fetters, and was treated with a grave and stately consideration ; 
but his bonds were not the less galling, and the iron had not the less entered into his 
souL— G. A. Sala. 

To strike while the iron is hot — ^to act with energy and promptitude. C. 

“ Strike the iron while it’s hot, Bob,” replied I,— Captain Marryat. 

Irony. — The irony of fate — the curious providence which brings about 
the most unlikely events. P. 

By the irony of fate, the Ten Hours Bill was carried in the very session when Lord 
Ashley, having changed his views on the Corn Laws, felt it his duty to resign his seat 
in Parliament. — Leisure Hour, 1887. 
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Islands. — Islands of the Blest or Blessed — imaginary islands in the West, 
thought to be the abode of good men after death. P. 

Soon your footsteps I shall follow 

To the Islands of the Blessed.-— Longfellow. 

Issue. — At issue — (a) in controversy ; disjwited. P. 

This compromise, which was proposed with abundance of tears and sighs, not ex- 
actly meeting the point at issue, nobody took any notice of it. — Dickens. 

(b) at A’-ariance ; disagreeing. 

. We talked upon tlie question of taste, on which we were at issue.— Southey. 

To join issue with — to dissent from ; to find fault with ; to oppose. P. 

I must join issue with you on behalf of your correspondent, who says that cocky is 
bush-slang for a small selector.— JZZwsimied London News, 1887, 

To join issues — to leave a matter to the decision of a law-court. P. 

Plaintiffs joined issues, and the trial was set down for the next assizes. — C. Beaue. 

Itclling. — An itching 'palm — an avaricious disposition. C. 

Let me tell you, Cassius, you yourself 

Are much condemned to have an itching palm ; 

To sell and mart your offices for gold 
To undeservers.— Shakespeare. 

ltlmxiQ\,---IthurieVs spear— iloe weapon' of the angel Ithuriel, which 
exposed deceit by the slightest touch. P. 

•Him (Satan) thus intent Ithuriel with his spear 
Touched lightly; for no falsehood can endure 
Touch of celestial temper, but returns 
Of force to its own likeness. — Milton. 

Miracles, the mainstay of popular religion, are touched by Ithuriel’s spear. They 
are beginning to dissolve.— M. Arnold. 

Ivories. — To show one's ivories — to display one’s teeth. S. 

The negress showed her ivories in a long, rippling laugh.— Marryat. 

Jacky came instantly down, showed his ivories, and admitted his friend’s existence 
on the word of a dog. — C. Eeade. 

To wash one's ivories — to drink. S. 

Ixion. — The Ixionic wheel. Ixion, as a punishment for falling in love 
with J uno, was hurled to Tartarus, and there bound to a wheel which 
perpetually revolved. In the following extract the prison tread-mill 
is jocularly called the Ixionic wheel. 

Defendant’s brothers tread the Ixionic wheel for the same offence. — Thackeray. 


J 

Jack. — A Jach-at-a-pinch — a person suddenly called upon to perform 
some duty. P. Often applied to a clergyman Avithout a fixed posi- 
tion, who is frerpiently summoned to act at a wedding’ or a funeral 
in the absence of the regular minister. 
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Jack and Jill — common names at one time among the English peasantry : 
Jack for a man, Jill for a woman. Occurring frequently in rhymes. 

Jack shall have Jill ; 

Nought shall go ill ; 

The man shall have his mare again, and all shall be well 

Shakespeare. 

Fifty years ago and more, there was one great East Anglian fair, whither the squires 
and parsons for miles around resorted, along with Jack and Jill, and all the* rest of 
them.— A^7lence^t?3^, 1887. 

A Jack-in-office — a person who presumes on his official position to be 
pert or rude. C. 

I hate a Jack-in-ofiSce. — ‘Wolcot. 

A Jack Tar—d, British seaman. C. 

The pigeon-toed step, and the rollicking motion, 

Bespoke them two genuine sons oi the ocean. 

And showed in a moment their real characters, 

(The accent so placed on this word by our Jack Tars).— Barham. 

A Jack of all trades — a man who devotes himself to many different occu- 
pations, C. 

He should, as I tell him, confine himself entirely to portrait-painting. As it is, he 
does landscapes also. “ A Jack of all trades,” as I ventured to remind him, “ is 
master of none.” — James Payn. 

A Jack with a lantern or Jack o’ lantern — the ignis fatuus which flits 
about bogs, and often leads travellers to destruction. E. 

He was a complete Jack o’ lantern — ^here, and there, and everywhere. — H ali- 
BURTON. 

Jack Sprat — a diminutive boy or man. F. Immortalized in the 
rhyme ; — 

Jack Sprat could eat no fat, 

His wife could eat no lean ; 

And so it was, between them both, 

They licked the platter clean. 

Before you could say Jack Rohinson — in an instant ; immediately. F. 

“ Minerva has too bad a character for learning to be a favourite with gentlemen,” 
said Lord Clonbrony. 

“ Tut ! Don’t tell me ! I’d get her off (secure a husband for her) before you'could 
say Jack Kobinson, and thank you too, if she had £50,000 down (in ready money), or 
£1,000 a year in land.”— Maria Edgeworth. 

Found also under the contracted form, “ Before you could say J. B.” 

These men are not the warriors of commerce, but its smaller captains, who, watch- 
ing the fluctuations of this or that market, can often turn a thousand pounds ere we 
could say J. B.— C. Eeade. 

A cheap- Jack — a travelling vendor of goods. P. 

Cheap- Jacks have their carts beside the pavement.— Besant. 

Jack’s hean-stalk — a bean-stalk which grew up in one night. C. The 
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story of JacTc and the Bean-Stalk is an old and very popular nursery 
tale. Compare Jonah’s gotjed. 

For the affection of young ladies is of as rapid growth as Jack’s bean-stalk.— 
Thackehay. 

Jack Ketch — the hangman. F. 

Jos, who would no more have it supposed that his father, Jos Sedley’s father, of 
the Board of Eevenue, was a wine merchant asking for orders, than that he was 
Jack Ketch, refused the bills with scorn. — T hackehav. ^ 

He will come back without fear, and we will nail him with the fifty-pound note 
upon him ; and then— Jack Ketch (he will be hanged).— 0. Eeaoe. 

Jack-in-a-box — something which disappears and reappears with great 
suddenness. C. 

She was somewhat bewildered by this Jack-in-a-box sort of appearance. — "W m. 
Black. 

Some fools made a run on the bank, as you know. I was cleaned out, and had 
nothing for it but to put up the shutters, when in came this old sphinx— for all the 
world like a Jack-in-the-box with the lid open, or a deus ex machind of the Greek 
stage. — Mas. E. Lynn Linton, 

Jack Homer — the self-indulgent, complacent little boy, who picked out 
plums from the pie. Immortalized in the nursery rhyme : — 

Little Jack Horner sat in a corner. 

Eating a Christmas pie ; 

He put in his thumb, and he pulled out a plum, 

And said, “ What a good boy am I ! ” 

We shall not do Mr. Edmund Quincy the wrong of picking out in advance all the 
plums in his volume — But here and there is a passage where we cannot refrain, for 
there is a smack of Jack Horner in all of us, and a reviewer were nothing without it. 
— J. E. Lowell. 

Jack Frost — a playful name for frost. C. 

“ I hope you don’t expect gratitude.” 

“ I only expect the blankets to keep out Jack Frost.” — Miss Bkaddon. 

JaiL— jail-bird — a hardened criminal. C. 

The Jail-birds who piped this tune were, without a single exception, the desperate 
cases of this moral hospital.— C. Eeade. 

James. — Coitrt of St. James or St. James's — the English Court. P. 

A third described, with gay malevolence, the gorgeous appearance of Mrs. Hast- 
ings at St. James’s. — Macaulay. 

Jar. — On the jar — ajar; partly open. F. 

The door was on the Jar, and, gently opening it, I entered and stood behind hei 
unperceived.— Brooke. 

“ I see Mrs. Bar dell’s street door on the Jar.” 

“ On the what?” exclaimed the little Judge. 

“ Partly open, my lord,” said Sergeant Snubbin.— B ickehs. 

Jaw. — Stop yonr jaw — ^be quiet. S. 

If you don’t stop your Jaw about him, you’ll have to fight me.— H. Kingslev. 



Jean 


[ 1V6 ] 


Jiffy 


Jean. — Gra^xmicl — a nickname for a JFrenchman. T’. See Johnny 
Crapeatj. 

As true as the last century Englishman’s picture of Jean Crapaud. — J. R. Lowell. 

Jeddart, — Jeddart or Jedivood justice — hanging the criminal first, and 
trying him afterwards. P. 

The case of Lord Byron was harder. True Jedwood justice was dealt out to him. 
First came the execution, then the investigation, and last of all, or rather not at all, 
the accusation. — M a.caula.y. 

JericllO. — To go to Jericho — to go away; to go into retirement. S. An 
expression nsed contemptuously. The allusion comes from the Bible : 
“Hanun took David servants, and shaved off the one half of their 

beards When they told it unto David, he sent to meet them, because 

the men were greatly ashamed: and the king said, Tarry at Jericho 
until your beards be grown, and then return” (2 Sam. x. 4, 5). 

Mrs. Jones was rather cross, she made a little noise ; 

She said she ‘‘ did not like to wait on little vulgar boys.” 

She with her apron wiped the plates, and as she rubbed the delf. 

Said I might “go to Jericho, and fetch the beer myself.”— BAHHAJvr. 

Seeing her, I wished Job’s scruples had been at Jericho.— H. R. Haggaed. 

Jerry. — Jerry -worh — unsubstantial work in building. P. Jerry -’builder 
jerry-built have this significance. 

Two lumps of plaster fall from the roof of the jerry-built palace; then the curse 
begins to work. — Pall Mall Gazette, 1S8U. 

A jeri'y or Tom-and- Jerry shop — a public-house where only beer is sold. 
S. So called from its inferiority to a fully-licensed house. 

We turned into a Tom-and- J erry shop to have some beer, and spin a bit of a yarn 
about old times.— G. J, Whyte-Melville. 

Jessie. — To give a man Jessie — to thrash him soundly. S. 

He at length lost patience, and doubling up his sleeves made for the man. And I 
can tell you he gave him Jessie. 

Jeunesse. — Jeunesse dorie — the gilded youth” of a nation; its fashion- 
able young men. P. Prench. 

You could never get together a jetmesse dor&e without our assistance. — H, 
Kingsley. 

Jew. — A Jew^s eye — something very valuable. S, Probably from 
French 

It’s the nerves, boy, the nerves; and a drop of the real stuff is worth a Jew’s eye 
for steadying a man after a night of it, as the saying i-s.—Hall Caine. 

Jib. — The cut of one\sjib — one’s personal appearance. Sailors’ slang. 

She disliked what sailors call “ the cut of his jib.”— Sir W. Scott. 

Jiffy. — In a jiffy — without any delay; forthwith. C. 

In a jiffy I had slipped over the side.— R. L. Stevenson. 
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Jingo. — By jingo — mild oath having no definite meaning. S. 

One of them, I thought, expressed her sentiments on this occasion in a very 
coarse manner, when she observed that, by the living jingo, she was all of a muck of 
sweat.— Goldsmith. 

The Jingoes. A war party about the year 1877. 

The refrain of the war-song (then very popular) contained the spirit-stirring 
words, — 

“We don’t want to fight ; but, by jingo, if we do, 

We’ve got the ships, we’ve got the men, we’ve got the money too.” 

Some one whose pulses this lyrical outburst of national pride failed to stir called 
the party of the enthusiasts the Jingoes. — Justin M‘Cauthy, 

Job. — A JoVs comforter — one who comes avowedly to comfort a friend, 
but who really annoys him. P. See the Bible (Book of Job). Job 
had three friends who came to him in his trouble as comforters, but 
spent their time in reproaching him. 

What a morbid propensity some people have, when visiting a sick chamber, to 
relate all the melancholy news they can remember, instead of cheering the patient 
with light and bright conversation. No better example, we would say, could be 
found than the following One of our actors was taken suddenly ill, and was confined 
to his bed for a fortnight. When the turn for the better came he rose, and a barber 
was sent for. After some time a quaint little German fussed into the room with, 
“Ah, my friend, you vas ill? Well, dis weather is popping ’em off by dozens!” 
Suddenly he paused with the lather brush in his hand, and looking at the sick actor 
said, “ Vy, I shave a man like you on Tuesday, and on Wednesday— whiff— he was 
dead!” — St. Anch'eics CiUzen, 1SS6. 

“ I told you so, I told you so ! ” is the croak of a true Job’s comforter,— A. 
Trollope. 

J6b\s comfort — consolation which irritates instead of soothing. C. 

Did ever a young fellow go to the dogs, but some old woman of either sex found 
her way to the very ear that ought not to be tormented with Job’s comfort, and 
whisper, “Aw, dear! aw, dear!” and “ Lawk-a-day ! ” and “I’m the last to bring 
bad newses (news), as the saying is ; ” and “ Och, and it’s a pity, and him a fine, brave 
young fellow, too !” and “I wouldn’t have told it on no account to another living 
soul.”— A. Hall Caine. 

JoWs news — news of calamities. C. 

From home there can nothing come but Job’s news.— Carlyle. 

JoWs -post — a bringer of bad news. P. 

This Job’s post from Dumouriez reached the National Convention.— C arl\TjE. 

The patience of Job — very great patience. C. 

Mr. Pratt has certainly the patience of Job.— Karia Edgeworth. 

Job. — To pay a person by the job — to pay him for each separate portion 
of work done. P. A jobbing carpenter is one who is ready to do 
odd pieces of work when sent for. 

To do the job for a man — to kill him. P. 

That last debauch of his did the job for him (caused his death). 

12 
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A had j oh — said of what is hopeless or impracticable. F. 

Indeed, the general opinion was that, finding we had reached the mission station in 
safety, they had, knowing its strength, given up the pursuit of us as a bad job. — H. 
E. BUoGARn. 

I will not say that he had given the whole thing up as a bad job, because it was the 
law of his life that the thing never should be abandoned as long as hope was possible. 
— A. Tbollope. 

Joe. — A Joe Miller or Joe—B, stale jest. F. Joe Miller was a witty 
actor at the beginning of last century. His jests, with many others 
added, were published in book form in 1737. “I don’t see the Joe 
Miller of it” signifies, “I don’t see the wit in it.” 

Take hackneyed jokes from Miller, got by rote, 

With just enough of learning to misquote.— Bykon. 

Not so these officers, however; they tell each other the stalest and wickedest old 
Joe Millers.— Thackeray. 

Jog. — To jog another's memory or another'^ s elhoxo — to remind another of 
a duty or a promise apparently forgotten. F. 

To jog 071 — to proceed lazily and heavily. C. 

Thus they jog on, still tricking, never thriving.— Dryden. 

John. — Johoi o’ Nohes md John o’ Styles — ordinary peasants. C. 

John o’ Nokes and John o’ Styles were now more considered than I was.— G. A. 
Sala. 

John Company — a familiar name given to the East India Company 
(E.I.C.), which ruled in India until the mutiny of 1857. 

When he had thoroughly learned this lesson he was offered a position in India, in 
the service of John Company. — Mrs. E. Lynn Linton. 

Johxi Doe and Jlidiax'd Roe — dummy names used in law cases to repre- 
sent the plaintiff and the defendant in an action of ejectment. This 
form of words was abolished in 1852. 

Thus in a case lately decided before Miller, Doe presented Eoe a subscription 
paper. — 0. W. Holmes. 

Instead, therefore, of Jones and Smith fighting out the matter in their own proper 
names, they (the lawyers) set up a couple of puppets (called John Doe and Eichard 
Eoe), who fall upon each other in a very quaint fashion, after the manner of Punch 
and Judy.— S. Warren. 

John Bull — a representative Englishman. P. Dr. Arbuthnot’s History 
of John Bull made the expression current. 

“Who is he when he is at home?” 

“ The Englishman’s first question about every stranger,” remarked Mrs. Lindsay, 
laughing. “ What a thorough John Bull you are, Arthur ! ” — W. E. Norris. 

John Orderly — the signal to shorten the performance at a show. S. 
The master who remains on the outside platform of the booth, and 
takes in the money, cries to the actors, “Is dohn Orderly there?” 
This is a signal for them to cut short the performance. 
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Johnny. — Johnny Crax^eau — a familiar term for a Frenchmanj especially 
in use among sailors. See Jean. 

Those vessels went armed, too, as befitted the majesty of the bunting under which 
old Dance had gloriously licked Johnny Gentleman's Magazine, 1887. 

Join. — To join hands with — to take as a partner ; to associate oneself 
with. P. 

“I smoke my pipe and think how unappreciated Keats was, and flatter myself 
mine is a parallel case. Then, like Bruce’s spider, I try again.” 

“And, like him, you will at last succeed,” said EUa confidently. “When merit 
joins hands with perseverance, success is certain.” — James Payn. 

To join the majority — to die. P. A classical phrase. 

General Ward, who commanded the “Disciplined Chinese Pield Force,” had just 
joined the majority. — Xall Mall Gazette, 1SS7. 

Joint. — Out of joint — in confusion and disorder. P. 

The times are out of joint. — Shakespeabe. 

“ Why, minister,” says I, “what under the sun is the matter with you? You and 
Captain Jack look as if you had had the cholera. What makes you so dismal and 
your horse so thin ? What’s out o’ joint now ? ’’—Haliburton. 

Jolly. — The jolly Eoger — the pirate’s flag. F. 

“ Mr. Kentish, if that be your name,” said I, “ are you ashamed of your own 
colours?” 

“Your ladyship refers to the ‘Jolly Koger’?” he inquired with perfect gravity^ 
and immediately went into peals of laughter.— B. L. Stevenson. 

Jonah. — JonaK’s gourd — a phrase applied to what grows in a night and 
withers with equal rapidity. ■ P. 

“I expect I belong to the order of Jonah’s gourds,” said Campion bitterly.— F. 
Anstey. 

Jonathan. — Brother Jonathan — a typical American. C. 

An American Bepublic in stars and stripes w'as also represented from Yokohama; 
and two brothers Jonathan, one from Tokio, another from Yokohama, supported 
their countrywoman. — Japan Mail, 1887. 

Jump. — To ju7np a claim — to seize upon a mining claim by force, or in 
the absence of one who has a prior claim. 

To gain possession of this old wood and iron, and get a right to the water, Bufe 
proposed, if I had no objections, to jump the claim.— B. L. Stevenson. 

To jump at — to accept with eagerness. C. 

To his surprise, Susan did not jump at this remuneration.— C. Bbade. 

To jump ov jump over the hroomstich — to marry in an informal way. S. 

Well, the other gipsy man is no other than Joe Smith, who jumped the broomstick 
with the lovely Princess Cinnaminta. — Blackmore. 

A Bomish wedding is surely better than jumping over a broomstick, which, unless 
we had adopted the uncouth Moresque custom, would have been all the ceremony of 
matrimony we could have had. — G. A. Sala. 
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Justice. — To do one jiistice — to display one’s good qualities or good 
looks. P. 

In one bracelet was a photograpli of dear little Charlie, taken from a picture done 
in oils, very like, but not doing him justice (making him appear as pretty as he 
actually was ). — The Mistletoe Bought 1S85. 

In justice to — desiring to treat fairly; doing what justice demands 
to. P. 

In vain poor Lady Clonbrony followed the dowager about the rooms to correct this 
mistake, and to represent, in justice to Mr. Soho, though he had used her so ill, that 
he knew she was an Englishwoman.— Maria Edgeworth. 


K 


Kaow. — To haov)4aow—to behave in a submissive manner. F. From 
the Chinese. 

To have to kaow-taow to Arnold too, as I must do of course. — A non. 

Keen. — Keen of cbjoh — eager for work. S. 

If you offer to take charge of those young brats, I must say you are keen of a job. 

Keep. — To Iceep abreast of— to advance at an equal pace with ; not to 
fall behind. P. 

He yet found abundance of time to keep abreast of all that was passing in the 
world.— 1887, 

To heap up — to continue alongside of ; not to fall behind. P. 

“Please, sir, we’ve been out Big-side hare and hounds and lost our way.” 

“Hah ! you couldn’t keep up (fell behind), I suppose.”— Hughes. 

To heap company — to have a sweetheart ; to court. F. 

This is Miss Kennedy, and I hope— I’m sure — that you two will get to be friendly 
with one another, not to speak of keeping company (becoming lovers).— Besant. 

To heap an aye to or on — to watch. C. 

Whilst they were eating it, leaving Mouti to keep an eye to them, he went some 
way off and sat down on a big ant-heap to think.— H. E. Haggard. 

To keep in with a man — to remain on friendly terms with him. C. 

I always told your father he thought too much of that Watson ; but I would keep 
in with him if I were you, for they say he’s coining money.— !3^e Mistletoe Bough, 
1883. 

To keep one^s hand in — to employ one’s energies ; to continue in 
practice. C. 

You’ll find plenty to keep your hand in at Oxford, or wherever else you go.— 
Hughes. 
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To hee'p body and soul together — to maintain bare existence. P. 

One of the maids having fainted three times the last day of Lent, to keep body 
and soul together we put a morsel of roast beef into her mouth. — IVLikia Edgewoiith. 

To keep dark about anything — to preserve secrecy. C. 

If you have tastes for the theatre and things, don’t talk about them. Keep them 
dark.— Besant. 

To keep to oneself— to be retiring in one’s habits; of a reseiTed dis- 
position. C. 

We do not see much of our neighbours; they live very quietly, and keep to them- 
selves. 

To keep in view — to have one’s aim or attention fixed in a certain direc- 
tion. P. 

He had always kept in view the probability of a dissolution of the firm. 

To keep countenance or in countenance — to lend moral support to. P. 

Flora will be there to keep you countenance. — K. L. Stevenson. 

He might as well be a West India planter, and we negroes, for anything he knows 
to the contrary— has no more care nor thought about us than if we were in Jamaica 
or the other world. Shame for him ! But there’s too many to keep him in coun- 
tenance.— Maria Edgeworth- 

To keep onds countenance — to preserve one’s gravity; to refrain from 
laughing. P. 

The two maxims of any great man at court are, always to keep his countenance, 
and never to keep his word.— Swift. 

To keep house. See House. 

To keep pace loith. See Pace. 

To keep in — [a] to refuse to disclose ; to preserve secret. C. 

But, please, don’t think old Grizzel mean for keeping in what had taken place ; 
she was only obeying orders.— Mrs. Henry Wood. 

[b] to detain schoolboys after the regular hours as a punishment. C. 

He was no more moved than the Eoman soldiers, or than the schoolmaster is 
moved by the sad face of a boy kept in. — Besant. 

To keep up appearances — to behave as if everything was right. 0. 

Captain Cuttle kept up appearances, nevertheless, tolerably well.— Dickens. 

Keeping. — In keeping — suitable ; harmonizing. P. 

It was in keeping (harmonized) with the scenery around.— M rs. H. Wood. 

Out of keeping — unsuitable; inappropriate. P. 

It was an old room on which George Dallas looked— an old room with panelled 
walls, surmounted by a curious carved frieze and stuccoed roof, and hung round 
with family portraits, which gave it a certain grim and stern air, and made the gay 
hothouse plants with which it was lavishly decorated seem out of keeping, — Edmund 
Yates. 
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Kettle. — A Mule of fiah — a confused state of affairs; a muddle. F. 
“Kettle” is here for hiddle, a net. 

There, you have done a fine piece of work truly — there is a pretty kettle of fish 
made on’t at your house.— Fielding. 

Key. — The My of a position — the point whose possession gives control 
over a position or a district. P. A military phrase. 

To have the My of the street — to be locked out. F. 

‘'There,” said Lowten, “you have the key of the street.” — Dickens. 

Gold My~t]iQ badge of a chamberlain. P. 

Hardly will that gold key protect you from maltreatment.— Coleridge. 

Keystone. — The Keystone State — a popular name for. Pennsylvania. 

He comes from the Keystone State. 

Kick, — To kiclc over the traces — to become violent and insubordinate. 
F. A phrase taken from horse-driving. 

You must not kick over the traces, or I shall be forced to suppress you. Lady 
Anne You are growing a trifle too independent. — H. E. Haggard. 

"Who on earth would have thought that a girl like Janette Lisle, brought up 'in 
that kind of way, and in such a household, would have been so carried away by her 
love as to kick right over the traces and run off. — J. M'Carthv. 

To hide the team — to be deficient in weight; to fly into the air. P. 
Said of a' scale in a balance. 

But in his present survey of the age as his fi.eld, he seems to find that a sadder 
colour has invested all the scene. The evil has eclipsed the good, and the scale, 
which before rested solidly on the ground, now kicks the beam.— Gladstone. 

The latter (scale) quick flew up, and kicked the beam. — Milton. 

7^0 hick up dust — to carry on a valueless discussion. C. 

Amongst the manuscript riches of the Bodleian, there was a copy of a certain oJd 
chronicler about whose very name there has been a considerable amount of learned 
dust kicked up.— De Qxjincey. 

To hick the hucMt — to die. S. 

“ The cap’n (captain) will inherit the property after the old bird hops” (his old aunt 
dies). 

“ Hops?” repeated Josephine, not understanding him. 

“Ay— kicks.” 

“ Kicks ? I don’t understand.” 

“ Hops the twig— kicks the bucket. How dull you are V'—Chamhen's Journal, 1887. 

To hick up the heels — ^to die. F. 

His heels he’ll kick up, 

Slain by an onslaught fierce of hickup.— Eobekt Browning. 

To hick up a row or a shindy — to cause a disturbance; to be violent in 
behaviour. F. 

Master Mash, who prided himself upon being a young gentleman of great spirit, 
was of opinion that they should kick up a row, and demolish all the scenery.-^ 
Thomas Day (Sandford and Merton). 

Hawes shrank with disgust from noise in his prison “ Beggars get no good by 

kicking up a row,” argued he.—C. Eeade. 
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To get more Icichs than halfpence — to receive more abuse than profit ; to 
be badly or roughly treated. T. 

Let the sweet woman go to make stmshine and a soft pillow for the poor devil 
whose legs are not models, whose efforts are blunders, and who in general gets more 
kicks than halfpence.— George Eliot. 

To Icich against the pricJcs — to struggle with an overmastering force ; to 
refuse to move in a clearly mapped-out patk P. The phrase is used 
in the Bible (Atits ix. 5). 

Like most such men, who are sent into seclusion for the good of the community, 
Maurice Hervey was able to realize, without such severe treatment as was needed to 
convince the apostle, that kicking against the pricks is foolishness.— Hugh Conway. 

My father had quite as little yielding in his disposition, and kicked against the 
pricks determinedly. — T. A. Trollope. 

Kidney. — Of the same kidney — of the same nature. P. 

Fellows of your kidney will never go through more than the skirts of a scrimmage. 
—Hughes. 

Kilkenny. — To fight like Kilkenny cats — to fight till the combatants are 
all torn to pieces. C. See Cats. 

The tactics of the Kilkenny cats by which the Sultan kept hold of the wretched 
island were hideously cmel—Spectatorf December 1887. 

Kill. — To kill two birds with one stone — to effect two results with one 
expenditure of trouble; to gain two objects by one exertion. G. 

"We will kill two birds with one stone— disinter a patient for our leathern gallows, 
and furnish a fresh incident of the Inquisition.— C. Eeade. 

To kill one^s man — to fight a duel with fatal results to one’s opponent. C. 

He was a famous shot, had killed his man before he came of age, and nobody 
scarce dared look at him whilst at Bath.— Maria Edgeworth. 

Kinchin. — On the kinchin lay. See Lay. 

Kind. — ( Tribute) in kind — tribute paid, not in money, but in articles of 
produce. P. 

The Turk, who was a man of strict honour, paid the count by embezzling the 
tribute in kind of the province he governed, — Beaconseield. 

King. — King’s English — the standard English, such as is regarded as 
good by the highest authorities. P. ISTow known as Queen’s English. 

She was the most ignorant old creature that ever was known, could neither read 
nor write, and mad© sad jumble of the King’s English when she spoke.— G. A. Sal a. 

King’s evidence — the evidence of one of a band of criminals who, in 
order to obtain a pardon, informs against his fellows. P. 

The unhappy man, to save his life, had betrayed his master and turned King’s evi- 
dence.— G. A. Sala. 

King Log — one who, having enjoyed a short popularity, is afterwards 
treated with contempt. P. See JSsop’s Fables, The Frogs asking 



Kingdom 


[ 184 ] 


Knee 


for a King.” To change King Log for King Stork is to change a 
stupid hut harmless ruler for an oppressor and tyrant. 

It is a singular fact that Mr. Emerson is the most steadily attractive lecturer in 
America. Into that somewhat cold-waterish region adventurers of the sensational 
kind come down now and then with a splash, to become disregarded King Logs before 
the next session. — J. E. Low'ell. 

To he to call the king one^a cousin — to he in a state of perfect 

satisfaction or elation. !F. 

He wouldn’t condescend to call the king his cousin just at this present time (he is 
so much elated with his prosperity). — Halibujrton. 

The king of terrors — a name for death. P. Prom the Bihle (Joh 
xvhi. 14). 

Her rival was face to face with that king of terrors before whom all earthly love, 
hate, hope, and ambition must fall down and cease from troubling.— H. R. Haggabi). 

Kingdom. — Kingdom come — the next world. P. 

If the face of the master is to be taken as a barometer, we shall all be in kingdom 
come before long.— C apt aix Mabryat. 

Kiss. — To kiss hands — to kiss the hand of the sovereign on accepting 
or retiring from high office. P. 

To kiss and he friends — to become reconciled. P. 

“ It is not generous of you, Mr. Heigham, to throw my words into my teeth. I 
had forgotten all cabout them. But I will set your want of feeling against my want 
of gratitude, and we’ll kiss and be friends.” 

“ I can assure you, Mrs. Carr, that there is nothing I should like better. "When 
shall the ceremony come off?” 

“ Kow you are laughing at me, and actually interpreting what I say literally, as 
though the English language were not full of figures of speech. By that phrase” — 
and she blushed a little, that is, her cheek took a deeper shade of coral— “I meant 
that we would not cut each other after lunch.”— H. R. Haggard. 

To kiss the rod — to submit to punishment meekly and without complaint. 

Kite. — To fly a kite — to sustain one’s credit by obtaining accommo- 
dation bills. A colloquial phrase among coimnercial men. 

Here’s bills plenty— long bills and short bills — ^but even the kites, which I can fly 
as weU as any man, won’t raise the money for me now.— Mabia Edgeworth. 

Kith, — Kith and kin — relatives, and connections by marriage. C. 

Jason had none of his relations near him. No wonder he was no kinder to poor 
Sir Condy than to his own kith or kin.— Mabia Edgeworth. 

It was a sair vex (sore trouble) to a’ (all) her kith and kin.— S cott. 

Kittle . — Kittle cattle to shoe — a difficult person to manage. P. 

But I am not so sure that the young lady is to be counted on. She is kittle cattle 
to shoe.— George Eliot. 

Knee. — To how the knee to Baal — to conform to the prevailing or 
fashionable worship of the day. P. See the Bible : Yet I have left 
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me seven thousand in Israel, all the knees which have not bowed to 
Baal ” (2 Kings xix. 18). 

Whiggisni is always the scorn of thorough-going men and rigorous logicians-~is 
ever stigmatized as a bending of the knee to Baal.— J. Cottbh Mouison. 

To how the hiee before — to submit to. P. 

In the course of the year 1859 several of those eminent Frenchmen who refused to 
bow the knee before the Second Empire had frequent and friendly conversations 
with Macaulay on the future of their unhappy country.— Gr. 0. Trevelyan. 

Knife. — War to the hiife — deadly strife. P. 

War to the knife now.— C. Reape. 

So the strife settled do\vn into a personal affair between Flashman and our young- 
sters ; a war to the knife, to be fought out in the little cockpit at the end of the 
bottom passage. — T. Hughes. 

Knock. — A hnoch-out — an auction where the bidders are in collusion. C. 

There are occasional knock-outs and other malpractices in every saleroom in 
London. — Athenceum, 1S87. 

This w'as a knock-out transaction. Twelve buyers had agreed not to bid against 
one another in the auction room ; a conspiracy illegal but customary.— C. Beade. 

To hnoch under — to submit completely. F. 

Our government is not going to knock under because they have suffered a few 
reverses.— H. E. Haggard. 

To hioclc up — (ct) to fatigue. F. 

This is my only holiday, yet I don’t seem to enjoy it— the fact is, I feel knocked 
up with my week’s work.— S. Warren. 

{h) to awake by rapping at the door, P. 

Then I knocked up old Macniven out of bed.— B. L. Stevenson. 

(c) to call upon ; to visit. F. 

He would go home some of these days and knock the old girl up. — H. Kingsley. 

To hioch on the head — to frustrate ; to break up ; to destroy. F. 

Mr. Hinckley told us some very interesting facts connected with the original 
survey, and knocked several ignorant delusions on the head.— W. H. Bussell. 

To hioch off~{a) to discontinue. F. 

When the varlet knocked off work for the day it was observed that he was pos- 
sessed of a strange manner.- Besant. 

(h) to cease work. F. 

They gradually get the fidgets. This is a real disease while it lasts. In the work- 
room it has got to last until the time to knock off.— Besant. 

(c) to prepare; to get ready. F. 

Bover, too— you might easily get up (the part of) Bover while you are about it, and 
Cassio and Jeremy Diddler. You can easily knock them off: one part helps the 
other so much. Here they are, cues and all. — Dickens. 

To hioch about — to wander ; to travel without definite aim. F. 

I am no chicken, dear, and I have knocked about the world a good deal. — H. B. 
Haggard. 
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Know. — To hnow what one is about — to be far-sighted and prudent. C. 

She makes the most of him, because she knows what she is about and, keeps a 
mean. — M. Arnold. 

To know what's what. See What. 

Kjiuckle, — To hnuchle down — to acknowledge oneself beaten; to sub- 
mit. F. 

We knuckled down under an ounce of indignation. — Blaok:more. 

I had to knuckle down to this man — to own myself beaten but for his help. — Mrs. 
E. Lynn Linton. 

To hiucJde under — to yield ; to behave submissively. C. 

The captain soon knuckled under, put up his weapon, and resumed his seat, 
grumbling like a beaten dog.— E. L. Stevenson. 

To rap a mail's hmicldes — to administer a sharp reproof. C. 

The author has grossly mistranslated a passage in the Defensio pro Populo 
Anglicano ; and if the bishop were not dead, I would here take the liberty of rapping 
his knuckles.— De Quincey. 


L 

Labour. — -A. labour of love — work undertaken spontaneously, and not 
for pay. P. 

That his own thoughts had sometimes wandered back to the scenes and friends of 
his youth during this labour of love (the composition of the Deserted Village), we 
know from his letters. — Black’s Goldsmith. 

Lady. — Lad^ Bountiful — a charitable matron. P. 

Every one felt that since Mrs. Armytage was playing the part of Lady Bountiful, 
it was better that she should go through with it.— Jaivies Payn. 

Laissez. — Laissezfaire — let alone ; allowing things to go as they will ; 
absence of intervention or control. P. French. 

Laissez-faire declines in favour; our legislation grows authoritative.— Coritempor- 
ary Review, 1SS7. 

Lamp. — The lamp of Phoebus — a poetical name for the sun. 

Lance. — A free lance — one attached to no party ; one who fights for 
his own hand. P. 

That he (Defoe) wrote simply as a free lance, under the jealous sufferance of the 
government of the day.— Minto. 

Laud. — To see how the land lies — to see in what state matters are. C. 

Now I see how the land lies, and I’m sorry for it. — Maria Edgeworth. 

Her hostess clearly perceived how the land lay, and was exceedingly indignant at 
the supposed neglect of her favourite.— Jambs Payn. 
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To mahe the land — -to come in sight of the land as the ship approaches 
it from the sea. P. 

He made the land the sixth day after leaving Melbourne. 

The land of the leal — heaven. P. Originally a Scottish phrase. On 
one celebrated occasion Mr. Gladstone used the expression erroneously, 
as applying to Scotland. 

We’ll meet and aye be fain (loving) 

In the land of the leal. — Baroness Nairne. 

Lapsus. — Lapsus lingucB — a slip of the tongue ; something said by mis- 
take. C. Latin. 

" I will not answer for anything he might do or say. I only know—” 

“ What do yon know ?” 

“ More than I choose to say. It was a lapsus Uiiguoi"’ (I should not have said that 
I knew anything). — Florence Marryat. 

Large. — At large — {a) free; at liberty. P. 

It was thus that the little party in the prior’s hostel conversed together on a foot- 
ing more confidential and familiar than would have been possible had they been at 
large in the world without. — James Payn. 

If you are still at large, it is thanks to me.— E. L. Stevenson. 

(&) in a wide sense ; generally. P. 

Their (the English people’s) interests at large are protected by their votes. — "W. E. 
Gladstone. 

A gentleman at large — a person without any serious occupation. C. 

He was now a gentleman at large, living as best he might, no one but himself 
knew how.— Miss Braddon. 

Lark. — To have larJcs — to indulge in boyish tricks. F. 

What larks we had when we were boys 1 

When the shy falls %ve shall catch larhs — an absurd statement, used to 
throw ridicule on any fanciful proposition. C. 

The stationary state may turn out after aU to be the millennium of economic ex- 
pectation, but for anything we know the sky may fall and we may be catcliing larks 
before that millennium arrives. — Contemporary Revieio, 1886. 

Late. — Late in the day — behind time; too late. C. Used with refer' 
ence to long periods. 

*‘I am not going to stand your eternal visits to him.” 

“You have stood them for twenty years. Eather late in the day to object now; 
isn’t it?” she remarked coolly. — H. E. Haggard. 

Laugh. — To laugh to scorn — to treat with ridicule. P. 

Lochiel would undoubtedly have laughed the doctrine of non-resistance to scorn. 
—Macaulay. 

To laugh in one's sleeve — to smile inwardly while preserving a serious 
countenance. P. 

His iSimplicity was very touching — “How they must have laughed at you in 
their sleeves, my poor Willie 1 ” she answered pityingly. — James Payn. 
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To laiirjh off— to dismiss with a laugh. P. 

Our baronet endeavoured to laugh off with a good grace his apostasy from the 
popular party.— Maria Edgeworth. 

To laugh out of the other corner or side of the mouth — to be made to feel 
vexation ; to have the laugh turned against a jeering person. C. 

“Nonsense ! ” said Adam. “Let it alone, Ben Cranage. You’ll laugh o’ th’ other 
side o’ your mouth then.” — George Eliot. 

To laugh on the wrong side of onds face — to be humiliated. C. 

By-and-by thou wilt laugh on the wrong side of thy face.— C arl vle. 

Law. — To have or tahe the law of any one — to prosecute any one in a 
law court. C. 

“ There’s a hackney-coachman downstairs, with a black eye and a tied-up head, 
vowing he’ll have the law of you.” 

“ What do you mean,— law?” Sedley faintly asked. 

“ Eor thrashing him last night.” — Thackeray. 

“ She was as bad as he,” said Tinker. “ She took the law of every one of her 
tradesmen.” — Thackeray. 

A law of the Medes and the Persians — an unalterable law. P. 

We looked upon every trumpery little custom and habit which had obtained in 
the school as though it had become a law of the Medes and Persians.— T. Hughes. 

Law-abiding — obedient to the laws. P. 

Yet the road is not worthy of this reputation. It has of late years become orderly; 
its present condition is dull and law-abiding. — Besant. 

Lay. — The lay or lie of the land — the general features of a tract of 
country. P. 

Fortunately, they both of them had a very fair idea of the lay of the land ; and, in 
addition to this, John possessed a small compass fastened to his watch-chain.— H. 
E. Haggard. 

To lay about one — to strike on all sides. P. 

He’U lay about him to-day. — Shakespeare. 

He lustily laid about him ; but in consequence he was brought to the ground and 
his head cut off.— B uistyan. 

To lay by— to save ; to store away. P. 

He had not yet, it is true, paid off all the mortgages, still less had it been in his 
power to lay by anything out of his income. — Good Words, 1SS7. 

To lay down the law — to speak with authority. 0. 

Though it was pleasant to lay down the law to a stupid neighbour who had no 
notion how to make the best of his farm, it was also an agreeable variety to learn 
something from a clever fellow like Adam Bede.— George Eliot. 

To lay the corner-stone — to make a regular beginning. P. 

I verily believe she laid the corner-stone of all her future misfortunes at that very 
instant. — M aria Edgeworth, 
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To lay heads together — to consxilt. C. 

Then they laid their heads together, and whispered their own version of'lilie story. 
— Besant. 

To lay to heart — to ponder deeply upon. P. 

To do Alice justice, though she listens to such lessons she does not lay them to 
heart as she might . — Eclinhurgh Itemew, 18S2. 

Lay it to thy heart. — S hakespeare. 

To lay low — to bury. P. 

I saw her laid low in her kindred’s vault.— S hakespeaee. 

To lay violent hands on — to murder. P. 

I do believe that violent hands were laid 

Upon the life of this thrice-famed duke. — Shakespeare. 

To lay hy the heels — to render powerless; to confine. F. Originally 
used of imprisonment in the stocks, a punishment inflicted on vagrants 
and others. The ankles were enclosed in a board, the culprit pre- 
serving a sitting posture. See Heels. 

Poor old Benjy ! the rheumatiz has much to answer for all through English coun- 
try sides, but it never played a scurvier trick than in laying thee by the heels. — 
T. Hughes, 

To lay oneself out for — to direct one’s energies towards. P. 

“And now,” said Mr. Colliber, “you will take chambers in Pall Mall; you will 
join a club— I can get you into as good a one as you have a right to expect; you 
will drive in your cab to the office everyday; you will lay yourself out forgiving 
dinners.” — Besant. 

To he laid wp — to be unwell; to be confined in one’s room with sick- 
ness. C. 

He was made so rabid by the gout, with which he happened to be then laid up, 
that he threw a footstool at the dark servant in return for his intelligence.— Dickens. 

To lay in — to store for use on an approaching occasion. P. 

The aboriginal peasantry of the neighbourhood were laying in pikes and knives.— 
Macaulay. 

To lay it on — to exaggerate ; to do anything extravagantly. F. 

Now you are laying it on. Surely he could not get so high a salary. 

A lay figure — a human model used by an artist. P. 

Meantime you are not to be a lay figure, or a mere negative. — C. Reade. 

To lay to — [a) to cease from advancing ; to stop. P. See Lie to. 

“ Well, gentlemen,” said the captain, “ the best that I can say is not much. We 
must lay to, if you please, and keep a bright look-out.” — E. L. Stevenson. 

(&) to be sure of ; to be certain regarding. F. 

“Ask your pardon, sir, you would be very wrong,” quoth Silver. “You would 
lose your precious life, and you may lay to that.”— R. L. Stevenson. 
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To lay anything to one's charge — to accuse him of it; to hold him re- 
sponsible for it. ‘ P. Biblical. (See Deut. xxi. 8 ; Rom. viii. 33. ) 

My scoundrelly enemies did not fail to confirm and magnify the rumour, and 
would add that I was the cause of her insanity ; I had driven her to distraction, I 
had killed Bullingdon, I had murdered my own son : I don’t know what else they 
laid to ray charge. — Thackeray. 

To lay oat — (a) to spend (of money). P. 

Unluckily all our money had been laid out that morning in provisions.— Goldsmith. 

(&) to invest. P. 

To crown all. Mademoiselle Beatrice is a funded proprietor, and consulted the 
writer of this biography as to the best method of laying out a capital of two hundred 
francs, which is the present amount of her fortune. — Thackeray. 

(c) to prepare a corpse for the coffin. P. 

“ What am I to do about laying her out?” asked Mrs. Evitt of the doctor.— Miss 
Braddok. 

{d) to he willing to undertake the charge of. 

1 have never laid myself out for families. Children are so mischievous.— Miss 
Braddok, 

The hid or hinchin lay — the practice of robbing young children — a special 
branch of the London thieves’ art. S. See the career of Noah Clay- 
pole in Oliver Twist, 

“You did well yesterday, my dear,” said Fagin ; “beautiful! Six shillings and 
ninepence halfpenny on the very fi.rst day. The kinchin lay will be a fortune to 
you.”— Dickens. 

What in Olvogr Twist fifty years later is called the kinchin lay, appears here (in 
Captain Grose’s dictionary) as the kid lay ; the last word meaning profession. — King- 
ton OUPHANT, in Tlie Neio English, 

Lead. — To lead one a pretty dance — ^to cause one unnecessary trouble. C. 

“Well, my lord,” cried Sir Terence, out of breath, “you have led me a pretty 
dance all over the town.”— !Maria Edgew'orth. 

To lead up to — to conduct to gi'adually and cautiously. P. 

Mr. Fleming does not even accuse the incumbent of insidiously leading up to 
Mariolatry . — Saturday Eeriew, 1SS7. 

After a little rambling talk the lawyer led up to the subject which so disagreeably 
preoccupied him.— E. L. Stevenson. 

To lead off— to begin. P. 

There were, no doubt, many ardent and sincere persons who seemed to think this 
as simple a thing to do as to lead off a Virginia reek — J. E. Lowell. 

To lead up a hall — said of the most important couple who open the ball 
by commencing the dance. P. 

Mr. Thornhill and my eldest daughter led up the ball, to the great delight of the 
spectators. — Goldsmith. 

To lead hy the nose. See Nose. 
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Leaf. — To tahe a leaf out of another personas hooh — to imitate him in 
certain particulars. C. 

Do you know, Arminius, I begin to think, and many people in this country begin 
to think, that the time has almost come for taking a leaf out of your Prussian book. 
— M. Aknold. 

To turn over a new leaf— to begin a different mode of life. C. 

I suppose he’ll turn over a new leaf, now there’s a lady at the head of the establish- 
ment. — G eorge Eliot. 

Leak. — To leah out — ta become gradually kno^vn (of something which 
has been kept a secret). P. 

It was plain that the news of his engagement had leaked out through one of those 
mysterious channels which no amount of care can ever effectually close in such 
cases.— W. E. Norris. 

To spring a leah — to let in water. P. 

"Whether she sprang a leak, I cannot find, 

Or whether she was overset with wind, 

But down at once with all her crew she went.— Dryden. 

Leap. — By leaps and hounds — by a series of sudden and rapid ad- 
vances. P. 

The figures showing the advance by leaps and bounds of Jewish pauperism year 
after year are no less striking.— 5'i>ec^af or, 1S87. 

Leap year — a year of tliree hundred and sixty-six days, occurring every 
fourth year. P. Ladies are allowed to propose marriage to gentle- 
men during leap years. 

But I don’t remember any one having given me an “engaged ring ’’before; and 
it’s not leap year (the year when ladies propose) neither.— James Payn. 

Least. — The least said the soonest mended — it is prudent to speak little. 
C. 

The old lady ventured to approach Mr. Benjamin Allen with a few comforting 
reflections, of which the chief were, that after all, perhaps it was well it was no 
worse ; the least said the soonest mended. — Dickens, 

Leatker. — Leather and prunella {ov prunello) — what is on the exterior; 
non-essential. P. Prunella is a cloth used by shoemakers in making 
the uppers of boots. 

Worth makes the man, and want of it the fellow; 

The rest is all but leather or prunello. — Pope. 

The question is. How is the book likely to sell? All the rest is leather and 
prunella (does not matter).— James Payn. 

Leave, — To leave off— [a) to cease or desist from; to abandon. P, 

First they left off worshipping the gods of Troy. — Besant. 

{h) to discontinne wearing. P. 

He goes in his doublet and hose, and leaves off his wit. — Shakespeare. 
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To leave, out in the cold — to neglect; to exclude from participation in 
anything. P. 

My boy was to have been her heir, but she had the disposal of her property, and 
she has bequeathed it all to Cornellis, so my sou is left out in the cold. — Chambers’s 
Journal, ISSS. 

To leave in the lurch. See Lurch. 

Leek. — To eat or mallow the leeh—to submit to what is humiliating. C. 

One has heard of eating the leek, but that is nothing in comparison with that 
meal of the Sepoys at Dustybad. —James Payn. 

It was certain that he (Mr. Erin) would have to swallow a very large leek (under- 
go a very painful mortification) first.— James Payn. 

Left. — Over the left — understand quite the reverse of what is said. P. 

Each gentleman pointed with his right thumb over his left shoulder. This action, 
imperfectly described by the feeble term “ over the left,” when performed by any num- 
ber of ladies and gentlemen who are accustomed to act in unison, has a very graceful 
and airy effect; its expression is one of light and airy sarcasm,— Dickens. 

A left-handed compliment — a saying which, though apparently meant to 
flatter, really depreciates. An unlucky piece of flattery. P. 

His quiet manner left his speech impunctuated, and his fishy eyes, level voice, and 
immovable face put no dot to an ambiguous “i,” and crossed no “t” in a left- 
handed compliment.— Mbs. E. Lynn Linton. 

To (jet left — to he disappointed. 

Yes ; and there will be the same inevitable feature about his canvas that there was 
in ISSS. He (Cleveland) ’ll get left.— York Weekly Tribune. 

On the left hand — in an irregular way. C. 

And then this girl, this Yetta, had Clinton blood in her, if on the left hand, and 
sadly mixed. — Mbs. E. Lynn Linton. 

A left-handed oath — an oath which is not binding. C. 

must be a left-handed oath,” he said, as he obeyed her.— H ugh Conway. 

Leg. — To give leg-hail — to run off; to escape. F. 

It is by no means improbable that the marauders, with a good start and active 
horses under them, will have given leg-bail to (eluded) their pursuers.— DaiZ?/ Tele- 
graph, 1887. 

Even an attorney may give leg-bail to (escape from) the power under which he lives. 
— Blackmobe. 

On one’s legs — erect ; about to make a speech. P. 

He (Major Scott) was always on his legs; he was very tedious; and he had only 
one topic, the merits and wrongs of Hastings.— Macaulay. 

On its last legs — about to perish; ready to fall. P. 

I entirely agree with your condemnation of the London coal tax. I read with the 
utmost satisfaction the denunciation of it by Lord Bandolph Churchill. If he holds 
to his position the tax must be on its last legs— W. E. Gladstone. 
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Without a leg to stand on — having no support. C. 

And. that fool Kimble says the newspaper’s talking about peace. Why, the country 
wouldn’t have a leg to stand on (would be ruined).— George Eliot, 

They compared notes, and agreed that no system but the separate one had a leg to 
stand on (had any chance of succeeding).— C. Eeadb. 

To give a leg iijp — to help into the saddle. C. 

His friend Tim giving him a leg up, he canters sober John past the stand. — G. X 
W hyte-Melville. 

To stand on one^s own legs — to be dependent on no one. C. 

Persons of their fortune and quality could well have stood upon their own legs. — 
Collier. 

To malce a leg — to bow in the old-fashioned way, drawing one leg back- 
ward. P. 

So in they come ; each makes his leg, 

And flings his head before. — C owpeb. 

He made his leg and went away.— S wift. 

Each made a leg in the approved rural fashion. — A. Trollope. 

To put owe’s best leg foremost — ^to walk or run at the top of one’s speed ; 
to hurry. C. See Foot. 

“Now, you must put your best leg foremost, old lady,” whispered Sowerberry in 
the old woman’s ear; “we are rather late.” — Dickens. 

Good sea-legs — capacity of standing the motion of a ship at sea without 
suffering from sea-sickness. P. 

It was one of those doubtful days when people who are conscious of not possessing 
good sea-legs, and who yet enjoy a sail in moderate weather, are prone to hesitate.— 
James Payn. 

Legion. — Their oiame is legion — they are countless; their number is 
infinite. C. A phrase taken from the Bible (Mark v. 9). 

Lend. — To lend a hand — to help. C. 

You see the manufacturers. Here they are, with their wives and daughters. They 
all lend a hand, and between them the thing is done. — Besant. 

Length. — At length — [a) at last; after a long time. P. 

And as she watched, gradually her feet and legs grew cold and numb, till at length 
she could feel nothing below her bosom. — H. E. Haggard. 

[b) to the full extent ; omitting nothing. P. 

“ I propose to go into the subject at length after breakfast,” returned Alexander.— 
E. L. Stevenson. 

At full length — stretched out to the full extent. P. 

Here stretch thy body at full length. — "Wordsworth. 

Let. — To let off— to excuse; to set free. P. 

We can’t let you off, Lady Mona. It is imperative that you should wash your 
face in sight of us all, and dry it too. — Florence Marry at. 

13 
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To let on — to reveal ; to let people know. F. 

“ I vow,” said Mr. Slick, “I wish. I hadn’t let on (allowed people to know) that I 
had it at all.”— H aliburton. 

“ Bnt you won’t let on, Ewan, will' you?” he said. — Hall Caine. 

It is also used of dissimulation. 

He lets on that he is wealthy. 

To let jiy or let drive — {a) to discharge a missile with force. C. 

I looked up, and there, as I thought, was the calf. So I got my rifle on and let 
drive, first with one barrel, then with the other. — H. R. Haggard. 

(b) to aim a blow; to strike at with violence. C. 

He let fly with such stoutness at the giant’s head and sides that he made him let 
his weapon fall out of his hand. — B unvan. 

To let out — to disclose; to make known what would otherwise he a 
secret. P. 

Nave let out one day that he had remonstrated with his daughter in vain. — Mrs. 
H. Wood. 

To let alone — to leave unmolested ; not to approach. P. 

It really was not poor Aleck’s fault. He is gentle as a lamb when he is let alone.— 
H. R. Haggard. 

To let well alone — to refuse to interfere where matters are already satis- 
factory. C. 

Let alone— a phrase signifying much less.” P. 

I have not had, this livelong day, one drop to cheer my heart. 

Nor brown (a copper) to buy a bit of bread with— let alone a tart.— B arham. 

To let one in — to make one responsible without his knowledge. F. 

He was let in for a good hundred pounds by his son’s bankruptcy. 

To let slide — to allow anything to pass unnoticed. S. 

I call this friendly. I asked myself last night, “Will these boys come to see me, 
or will they let the ragged Yankee slide ?” And here you are.— Besant and Rice. 

To let go of anything — to relax one’s hold of it. C. 

He let go of Bessie in his perplexity and fear.— H. R. Haggard. 

Let he! — no matter ! C. 

Leon. Do not draw the curtain. 

Paul. No longer shall you gaze on’t, lest your fancy 
May think anon it moves. 

Leon. Let be, let be 1 — Shakespeare. 

To let he — to leave alone. C. 

Would it not be well to let her be, to give him his way and leave her to go hers, in 
peace?— H. R. Haggard. 

Letter. — The letter of the the exact literal interpretation of a law 
or written document. P. 

Farmer Gray had always the preference, and the hatred of Mr. Hopkins knew no 
bounds— that is, no bounds but the letter of the law, of which he was ever mindful, 
because lawsuits are expensive. — Marta Edgeworth. 
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To the letter — exactly ; following instructions minutely. P. 

He was overbearing, harsh, exacting, and insisted on his orders being carried out 
to the letter.— Besant. 

Red letter. See Red. 

Level. — To do one^s level best — to exert oneself to the utmost of one’s 
power. P. His Level Best is the name of a work by a Mr. Hale, 
published in Boston in 1877. 

He did his level best to get me the post. 

To have one^s head level — to be discreet; to have a well-balanced mind. 
P. American. 

“ The Jury must be mad ! ” 

“ I guess not, Pat. They’ve the reputation of being a level-headed leiR—Maaiwil- 
lan*s Magazine, 1887. 

To level up — to bring what is lower to an equality with what is higher. 
P, First used by Lord Mayo in 1869. 

The older officials with smaller salaries applied to have them levelled up to the 
salaries of the new-comers. 

To level down — to bring what is higher to an equality with things that 
are lower. P. 

The Government, however, did the reverse— they levelled down the salaries. 

Lick. — To lick into shape — ^to give form or method to a person or thing. 
P. The phrase owes its origin to the fable that the cubs of a bear 
are born shapeless, and are licked into shape by their mother. 

“But,” said the doctor, as he resumed his chair, “tell me, Bonnycastle, how you 
could possibly manage to lick such a cub into shape, when you do not resort to 
flogging?”— Captain Mae-rvat. 

To lick the d%ist — to fall in battle. P. 

His enemies shall lick the dust . — Paalm Ixxii, 9. 

To lick the spittle of— to crouch before ; to be meanly servile towards. P. 

His heart too great, though fortune little, 

To lick a rascal statesman’s spittle. — SvvrFT. 

Lie. — As far cts in one lies — as far as one is able ; to the limit of one’s 
powers. P. 

As far as in me lies, I mean to live up to her standard for the future. — F lorence 
Marryat. 

To give the lie to — to contradict flatly. P. 

When another traducer went the length of including Margaret in the indictment 
by the assertion that a female relative of Mr. Erin’s performed the more delicate 
work of the autographs, he gave him the lie direct.— James Payn. 

To lie to — to be stopped in her course (of a ship). P. 

We now ran plump into a fog, and lay to (took in the sails and checked the speed 
of the vessel).— Lord Dufferin. 
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■To lit to owe’s work — to work vigorously. F. 

They lay to the work and finished it by mid-day. 

To lie on hand — to remain unsold. P. 

To lie on one^s hands — to hang heavily. P. 

Time lay on her hands during her son’s absence. 

To lie with any one — to belong to any one ; to be the duty of any one. P. 

The charge of souls lies upon them. — Bacon. 

It lay, she said, with Henry, to make overtures of conciliation. 

Life. — To the exactly ; so as to reproduce the original person or 
scene. P. 

Victor Hugo, who delighted in that kind of figure, would have painted him to the 
life. — Spectator, 18S7. 

As large as life — of the same size as the living being represented. P. 

He marched up and down before the street door like a peacock, as large as life and 
twice as natural. —Halibuuton. 

To hear a charmed life — to escape death in almost a miraculous 
manner. P. 

TJp and down the ladders, upon the roofs of buildings, over floors that quaked and 
trembled with his weight, under the lee of falling bricks and stones, in every part of 
that great fire was he; but he bore a charmed life, and had neither scratch nor 
bruise. — D ickens. 

For my life ; for the life of me — although I should lose my life as a 
penalty. C. A phrase used in strong assertions. 

Hor could I, for my Hfe, see how the creation of the world had anything to do with 
the business I was talking of. — GtOjousmith. 

Half an hour ago Walter, for his life, would have hardly called her by name. 
But he could do so now when she entreated him.— Dickens. 

Lucy, for the life of her, could not help fancying there was something in it.— A. 
Trollope. 

Lift. — To lift up the eyes or face — to look with confidence. A Biblical 
phrase. 

I will lift up mine eyes unto the hills.— PmJm cxxi. S. 

Thou shalt lift up thy face unto God . — Job xxii, S6. 

To lift up the head — to rejoice; to triumph. Biblical. 

And now shall my head be lifted up above mine enemies round about me.—Pmlm 

xxvii. 6. 

To lift up' the heel against — to treat violently (and ungratefully). 
Biblical. 

He that eateth bread with me hath lifted up his heel against me.— John xiii. IS, 

Talfourd, in the bitterness of his soul, exclaimed that Literature’s own familiar 
friend, in whom she trusted, and who had eaten of her bread, had lifted up his heel 
against her.— G. 0. Trevelyan. 
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To lift up the voice — to cry aloud in joy or in sorrow. Biblical. 

And Saul lifted up his voice, and wept. — 1 Samuel axiv. 16. 

They shall lift up their voice, they shall sing. — Isaiah xxiv. 1^. 

To lift up the horn — to be arrogant in behaviour. Biblical. See Horn. 

Lift not up your horn on high: speak not with a stiff neck (proudly). — Psalm 
Ixxv. 6. 

Light . — To see the liyht — to be born; to come into actual existence. P. 

The good brother! But for him my poems would never have seen the light.— 
Besant. 

To make light of— to treat as of no importance ; to disregard. P. 

But my father made light of all plebeian notions. — C. Reade. 

“Don’t you be so aggravating, old man,” said the good-natured George; “and 
you, Mr. Meadows, should know how to make light of an old man’s tongue.” — 
C. Eeade. 

To stand in one^s own light. See Stand. 

To set light hy — to undervalue ; to despise. P. 

He sets light by his wife’s notions. 

To Iring to light — to disclose; to make known. P. 

The duke yet would have dark deeds darkly answered ; he would never bring them 
to light.— Shakespeare. 

To come to light — to become known. P. 

Come, let us go ; these things, come thus to light, 

Smother her spirits up.— Shake.speare. 

Light-fingered gentry — pickpockets. 

To light out — to make off ; to disappear. S. An Americanism. 

Cheboygan Tribune. Oh, yes, the Soo is booming, and the following proves it 
Harry Leavitt, manager of the theatre, skipped last week. The Eckert Robinson 
Co. did not take in enough to pay expenses, and left between two days. Billy Mac- 
Robie drugged and robbed a printer, named Tom Nelson, on Monday night, and lit 
out. Curious how they like to leave a live town. — Sault Ste. Marie News, Aug. 1SS8. 

To light upon — to find ; to discover by accident. P. 

M. de Bernard’s characters are men and women of genteel society — rascals enough, 
but living in no state of convulsive crimes ; and we follow him in his lively, malicious 
account of their manners, without risk of lighting upon any such horrors as Balzac 
and Dumas have provided for us.— Thackeray. 

Light of carriage — loose in conduct. F. 

She was said to be rather light of carriage.— C aptain Marryat. 

Like. — Had like — came near. P. See Have. 

Limb. — Limb of the laio — a member of the legal profession ; a lawyer. P. 

Then, when this base-minded limb of the law grew to be sole creditor over all, 
he takes him out a custodian on all the denominations and sub-denominations. — 
Maria Edgeworth. 
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Line. — Hard lines — harsh treatment ; undeserved misfortune. T. 

His wife would be the best person, only it would be hard lines on her. — A. 
Tkollope. 

The line of beauty — the ideal line formed by a graceful curve of any 
kind. P. 

But you know what I mean by the artistic temperament: that way of taking 

the line of beauty to get at what you wish to do or say. — "W. D. Howells. 

All along the line — in every particular. P. 

The accuracy of the supposed statements of fact is contested all along the line by 
persons on the spot. — W. E. Gladstone. 

To read between the lines. See Bead. 

The lines are fallen to me in pleasant places — I am fortunate in my 
worldly surroundings (Ps. xvi. 6). 

A lonely wayfarer, happy in the knowledge that his daughter’s fate was no longer 
allied with his, that whatever evil might befaE him, her lines were set in pleasant 
places.—Miss Braddon. 

Linked. — Linked sweetness long drawn out — something which pleases 
the senses for a considerable time. P. A line of Milton’s H Allegro 
often quoted. 

Lap me in soft Lydian airs, 

Married to immortal verso ; 

Such as the melting soul may pierce, 

In notes with many a winding bout 
Of linked sweetness long drawn out.— Milton. 

Lion. — A lion, or a great lion — a very popular person. C. 

We (Bulwer and Disraeli) are great lions here (at Bath), as you may imagine. — 
Disraeli. 

The lion’s share — a disproportionately large share. P. See ^Esop’s 
fable of the lion who went out hunting with a wild ass. “ I will take 
the first share,” he said, “because I am king; and the second share, 
as a partner with you in the chase.” 

Mr. and Mrs. Armytage had their bottle of champagne, of which the latter, it was 
rather ill-naturedly said, got the lion’s share.— James Payn. 

Lip. — To make a lip — to have a sullen or mocking expression of face. P. 

I will make a lip at the physician.— S hakespeare. 

To keep or carry a stiff upper lip — to be stubborn or ill-tempered. S. 

It’s a proper pity such a clever woman should carry such a stiff upper lip (possess 
such a bad temper).— Halibxjrton. 

To smack one’s lips — to express satisfaction. P. 

She enjoyed the supremacy of these names exceedingly, and, to use a very in- 
appropriate (because common) expression, smacked her lips over it.— J ames Payn. 
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Little. — The Little Go — an examination wliich candidates for the B.A. de- 
gree at the English universities have to pass early in their course. C. 

Then came the sentimental walks with that tall college man, who was reading 
with the Kev. Mr. Tuck’s curate ; — much reading he did. No wonder he got plucked 
in the Little Go.— Mas. H. Wood. 

Live.— To live down — to prove an accusation false by a consistent life. P. 

He was beginning to live down the hostility of certain of his neighbours. — W. E 
Noerib, in Good Words, 1SS7. 

To live up to anything — to prove oneself by one’s life worthy of something 
excellent. P. Punch satirizes an aesthetic man and his wife who, 
having obtained a fine piece of old blue china, resolved to live up 
to it.” 

And try to believe that, so far as in me lies, I mean to live up to her standard for 
the future.— Florence ]Marrva.t. 

Liver. — White-livered^ lily-livered^ pigeon-livered, milk-livered — cow- 
ardly ; meek -tempered. C. The liver was considered formerly to be 
the seat of passion and bravery. 

Curse him, the white-livered Englishman !— H. R. Haggard. 

Go, prick thy face, and over-red thy fear, 

Thou lily-livered boy.— S hakespeare. 

I am pigeon-livered (too mild in dispo.sition), and lack gall.— S hakespeare. 

Loaf. — The loaves and fishes — the actual profits ; the material benefits. 
P. A phrase taken from the New Testament. Christ fed a multi- 
tude with some loaves and a few small fishes. Those who followed 
him not for his teaching, but for the mere gratification of their ap- 
petites, were said to desire the loaves and fishes. 

Thenceforward he was rich and independent, and spared the temptation of play- 
ing the political game with any pressing regard to the loaves and fishes of office. — 
Edinburgh Review, 1SS7. 

Lock.— To lock the stdble-door after the steed is stolen — to take precau- 
tions too late. P. 

When the sailors gave me my money again, they kept back not only about a third 
of the whole sum, but my father’s leather purse ; so that from that day out (thence- 
forward), I carried my gold loose in a pocket with a button. I now saw there must 
be a hole, and clapped my hand to the place in a great hurry. But this was to lock 
the stable-door after the steed was stolen. — R. L. Stevenson. 

Locum.— Aocwm tenens — one who holds a situation temporarily ; a sub- 
stitute. P. Latin. 

And behold, he and his parishioners are given over to a locum tenens.— Nmetecnth 
Century, 1887. 

Log. — Log-rollhig — laudatory criticisms in literary reviews bestowed on 
one another by private friends. P. 

There is certainly no excuse for literary log-rolling. It is a detestable offence. — 
North American Review, 1887. 
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Loggerheads. — To he at loggerheads ; to come^ fall, or go to loggerheads 
— to quarrel ; to disagree. C. 

A couple of travellers that took up an ass fell to loggerheads which should be his 
master. — L’EsTRAitaE. 

Tim Linkinwater is out of the question ; for Tim, sir, is such a tremendous fellow 
that he could never contain himself, but would go to loggerheads with the father 
before he had been in the place five minutes. — Dickens. 

Loins. — To gird up the loins — to brace oneself for vigorous action. P. 

But her father’s will was law to her, and she girded up her spiritual loins and pre- 
pared for the encounter.— Mus. E. Lynn Linton. 

Lombard Street. — Lombard Street to a China orawf/e— something very 
valuable staked against a thing of little value ; very long odds. C. 
Lombard Street, in London, near the Bank of England, is a centre of 
great banking and mercantile transactions. 

“It is Lombard Street to a China orange,” quoth Uncle Jack. 

“Are the odds in favour of fame against failure really so great?” answered my 
father.— Bulwer Lytton. 

Long. — or in the long-run — eventually ; before all is over. P. 

At the long-run these fellows never thrive. — Maria. Edgeworth. 

A statesman in the long-run must yield to royal solicitation.— G. 0. Trevelyan. 

The long and the short of a matter — a matter viewed briefly in its most 
important aspects ; the important principle, or fact, contained in any 
jiisbtement. C. 

But my mother wouldn’t part with him if he was a still worse encumbrance. It 
isn’t that we don’t know the long and short of matters, but it’s our principle.— 
George Eliot. 

The long and short of the matter is, that on getting off the lake, after seven hours’ 
rowing, I felt as much relieved as if I had been dining for the same length of time 
with Her Majesty the Queen.— Thackeray. 

To draw or pull the long how — to exaggerate. C. 

King of Corpus (who was an incorrigible wag) was on the point of pulling some 
dreadful long bow, and pointing out a half-dozen of people in the room as E. and H. 
and L., etc., the most celebrated wits of that day. — Thackeray. 

By a long chalk — very considerably. F. 

Soon after Bordeaux she had words (quarrelled) with the lions. They, in their in- 
fernal conceit, thought themselves more attractive than Djek, “ It is vice versa, and 
by a long chalk” (very much so), said Djek and Co. — C. Reade. 

Look. — To look after — to attend to ; to pay careful attention to. P. 

Politeness of manner and knowledge of the world should principally be looked 
after by a tutor.— Locke. 

I assured you that when the trust was paid I would look after her. — Besant. 

Look you ! — please observe what I am saying. C. 

It was a place where professional singers — women, too, look you, nearly as bad as 
dancers, not to say actresses — came and sat on a platform and sang for money.— 
Justin McCarthy. 
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To look alive^ or look sharp — to hurry ; to be quick ; to act promptly. F. 

“ Tell young gent to look alive,” says guard, opening tlie hind-boot.— T. Hughes. 

Their life, bitter as it was, would be bitterer if they did not look sharp and learn a 
good many texts.— C. Eeade. 

To look sharp after — to watch carefully. P- 

The moment I became her sole guardian, I had sworn on my knees she should 
never kill another man ; judge whether I had to look sharp after her.— C. Eeade. 

To look bhie — to show signs of disgust or disappointment. P. 

Squire Brown looks rather blue at having to pay two pounds ten shillings for the 
posting expenses from Oxford.— T. Hughes. 

To look daggers — to gaze upon with anger. P. 

There ho sits abaft the mainmast, looking daggers at us.— C. Beade. 

To look %tp — to improve ; to grow brighter ; to be in demand. C. 

“Things are looking up, Jeremiah,” he said in a tone of exultation. — B. L. 
Farjeon. 

In commercial phrase, coffins were looking up.— D ickens. 

To look a person up — to visit him. P. 

But Lucy would have me come and look you up ; and I assure you I had rather 
face a battery of my own cannon.— T/ie Mistletoe Bough, 1S85. 

To look in upon — to visit informally. C. 

“ I had no idea you had a visitor here, Mrs. Jennynge,” he said. 

“ Yes ; Miss Josceline was so good as to look in upon us.”— James Payn. 

To look in the face — to examine boldly ; to refuse to shrink from exam- 
ining. P. 

Sir Condy (was) not willing to take his affairs into his own hands, or to look them 
even in the face. — Maria Edgeworth. 

It was many a day, however, before she could look her own misfortune in the face. 
—James Payn. 

To look to — to take care of. P. 

She hated to water her flowers now ; she bade one of her servants look to the 
garden.— C. Beade. 

That is your look out — you must provide against that. P. 

If he chooses to vote for the devil, that is his look out. — 0. W. Holmes. 

To look out — to guard against dangers ; to take precautions ; to be care- 
ful. P. 

Time sometimes brings its revenges, and, if it does, you may look out, Mrs. 
Bellamy.— H. B. Haggard. 

To look over — [a) to read over. P. 

Meet presently at the palace ; every man look o’er his part ; for, the short and the 
long is, our play is preferred. — Shakespeare. 

(6) to overlook ; to allow to pass. P. 

He forgave her, and looked over her conduct.— Magazine, 1887. 
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To look for a needle in a haystack — to search after anything with very 
little chance of finding it. P. 

There is little use searching for him in this crowd ; it is like looking for a needle 
in a haystack. 

To look through coloured spectacles — to see things not as they really are, 
hut distorted by one’s own prejudices. P. 

People who live much by themselves are apt to look at things through coloured 
spectacles. 

To look forward to — to expect with feelings of pleasure. P. 

The children are all looking forward to your visit. 

To look about one — to be cautious and wary. C. 

John began to think it high time to look about him (take precautions for the 
future).~AaBUTHNOT. 

Loose. — To loose one's pfurse-strings — to give money towards some good 
object. C. 

On the loose — dissipated. F. 

Her husband is, I fear, on the loose just now. 

A loose fish — a dissipated man. F. 

In short, Mr. Miles was a loose fish. — 0. Peade. 

Having a tile loose. See Tile. 

Lord. — A lord of creation — a man (as distinguished from a woman). C. 
The term is generally used jocularly. 

No, I had rather be a woman, with all her imperfections, than one of those lords 
of creation, such as we generally find them. — G. J. Whyte-Melville. 

Lose. — To lose caste — to be no longer welcomed in the houses of re- 
spectable people. P. 

You may break every command in the decalogue with perfect good breeding, nay, 
if you are adroit, without losing caste. — J. P. Lowell. 

To lose heart — to become dispirited. P. 

Deprived of solid support in the rear, the men in front will probably lose heart, 
and be easily driven away or arrested. — Fortnightly Revieiu, 1S87. 

To lose the day — to be defeated. P. 

You will be shot, and your houses will be burnt, and if you lose the day those who 
escape wiU be driven out of the country. — R. P, Hag gaud. 

Loss. — To be at a loss — to be unable to decide. P. 

Jane herself was quite at a loss (quite bewildered) to think who could possibly have 
ordered the piano. — Jane Austen. 

Love. — Love in a cottage — marriage without a sufficient income to live 
in the fashionable world. P. 

Lady Clonbrony had not, for her own part, the slightest notion how anybody 
out of Bedlam could prefer, to a good house, a decent equipage, and a proper estab- 
lishment, what is called love in a cottage. — Maria Edgeworth. 
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There is no love lost between them — they dislike each other. P. 

There is no great love lost between the English Conservative Cabinet and the Bul- 
garian Government.— B.evUWy 1687. 

To make love to — to woo ; to court. P. 

“ And you’re making love to her, are you ? ” said Cute to the young smith. 

“Yes,” returned Bichard quickly, for he was nettled by the question ; “and we 
are going to be married on New Year’s day.”— Dickens. 

Luck. — Down on one^s luck. See Down. 

Lucky. — To cut or make one's lucky — to run off; to decamp. S. 

He (Fagin) might have got into trouble if we hadn’t made our lucky.— Dickens. 

LUCUS. — Lucus a non lucendo. An etymological pun. Lucus, which 
mean^ a dark grove, seems to be connected with liiceOi to shine, but is 
not. This derivation rests on a principle of contradiction. 

Thus Verdant’s score was always on the lucus a non lucendo principle of deriva- 
tion, for not even to a quarter of a score did it ever reach.— Gree^x. 

Lug. — In lug — pawned. S. 

My fiddle is in lug just now. 

To lug in — to introduce violently ; to chag in without sufficient 
cause. P. 

It doesn’t matter what the subject is, always provided that he can lug in the 
bloated aristocrat and the hated Tory.— B esant. 

Lump. — A lump sum — a sum which includes many small items ; a sum 
given at one time to cover several smaller pajrments. P. 

The amounts asked for should be granted in a lump sum to the Imperial Govern- 
ment.— DaiZy Telegraph, 1S85. 

Having a lump in one's throat — ready to weep. C. 

He grew more grave, and quiet, and slow. The lump in my throat grew larger 
every moment (I felt every moment readier to weep).~~JBelgrama, 18SG. 

To lump it — to dislike anything. S. Generally used in the phrase, — 

“She won’t like that at all,” said Musselbow. 

“ Then she must lump it.”— A. Tkollofe. 

Lurch. — To leave in the lurch — to abandon ; to leave in a helpless con- 
dition. P. 

For myself, I think you are giving him an immense deal of unnecessary trouble, 
and that if he left you in the lurch it would serve you right.— A. Trollope. 

“My only excuse,” said he, “is that it never occurred to me to think that Tracy 
would leave me in the lurch.” — Good Words, 1SS7. 

At lurch — ^liidden or secreted (generally for a bad purpose). P. 

To give a lurch — to tell a lie ; to deceive. S. 
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M . — To have an M under the girdle — ^to have the courtesy to address 
people by the title Mr., Mrs., or Madam. C. 

Mad . — As mad as a hatter — crazy ; dangerously insane. F. 

I know him ver7 well. He’s a very good fellow, but as mad as a hatter. He’s 
called Madman, you know. — T, Hughes. 

As mad as a March hare — dangerously mad ; crack-brained. F. 

“ Oh,” said the admiral, “ then he is mad.” 

“Asa March hare, sir. And I’m afraid putting him in irons will make him worse. 
It is a case for a lunatic asylum.”—C. Heade. 

Lihe mad — in an excited fashion ; hurriedly. F. . 

None would have known the staid, respectable Meadows in this figure that came 
flying over hedge, and ditch, and brook, his hat dangling and leaping like mad be- 
hind him.— C. Reads. 

To go or run mad after anything — to conceive a violent passion for 
it. C. 

The world is running mad after farce. — D ryden. 

Magnura. — Magnum ojpxts — great work ; masterpiece. P. Latin. 

“I shall never achieve any great work in London,” he told himself. “For my 
magnum opus I must have the tranquillity of wood and moor.” — Miss Braddon. 

Mahomet. — Mahomet coming to the mountain — the less coming to the 
greater. P. 

“As the mountain would not come to Mahomet, Miss Rayne, you see that 
Mahomet has come to the mountain,” she says, to hide her annoyance. — F lorence 
Marryat. 

Maid. — A maid-qf-all-ivorlc — a general servant, who acts as cook, waiter, 
bedroom attendant, etc. P. 

If the bishop is going to Paris, and wants an honest maid- of -all- work, he can have 
her, I have no doubt. — Thackeray. 

Maiden. — Maiden S'peech — first speech. P. 

He (Lord Byron) was greatly, indeed childishly, elated by the compliments paid to 
his maiden speech in the House of Lords.— M.ACAULAy. 

Main. — dn the main ; for the main — ^for the most part. P. 

These new notions concerning coinage have, for the main, been put into writing 
above twelve months. — Locke. 

The main chance — money; wealth; material welfare. 0. 

I have always, as you know, been a commonsense person, with a proper appre- 
ciation of the main chance.— W. E. Norris, in Good Words^ 1S87. 

Make. — To make at — to run or move towards. P. 

Tom rushed at Jacob, and began dragging him back by his smock, and the master 
made at them, scattering forms and boys in his career. — T. Hughes. 
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To make as to make an appearance of ; to feign. P. 

Now, Mr. Feeblemind, when they were going out of the door, made as if he in- 
tended to linger. — Bunyan. 

To make against — to be unfavourable to. P. 

There was a keenness about his eye, and an acuteness of expression, much in 
favour of the law; but the dress and general bearing of the man made against the 
supposition. — Haliburton. 

To make away ivith — to put out of the way ; to remove. P. 

The gentlemen had somehow made away with their obstructiveness. — Earjoefs 
Magazine, 1887. 

“ Ordinary case enough,” you’ll say with your experience— ordinary case enough : 
drunken man decoyed into some water-side den, robbed, and made away with.” — E. 
Yates. 

To make away with oneself—to commit suicide. P. 

The women of Greece were seized with an unaccountable melancholy, which dis- 
posed several of them to make away with themselves. — Addison. 

The idea of making away with himself had flitted through his mind a dozen times, 
—A. Trollope. 

Co make 'believe — to pretend. C. 

Her view of the case was that his highness’s secretary, having no belief in the 
genuineness of his master’s pretensions, found it necessary to make believe very 
much.— James Payn. 

To make bold — to summon up courage ; to venture. P. 

“ I make bold, young woman,” he said as they went away, “ to give you a warning 
about my nephew.” — B esant. 

To make bold with — to venture to deal with. P. 

By the time I was twelve years old I had risen into the upper school, and could 
make bold with Eutropius and Caesar.— Blackmore. 

To make one^s bread — to earn a living. C. 

But for you I should be making my bread by this time, or rather attempting to do 
so.— J ames Payn. 

To 'make bricks without straw — to work without having the necessary 
materials supplied. P. A phrase taken from the Bible (Ex. v. 7). 

People do not look pressed, or in a hurry, or task-mastered, or told to make bricks 
without straw. — Besant. 

To make eyes at — to flirt or coquet with ; to gaze at amorously. F. 

Many professors, in her long experience, had come and gone ; some of them dis- 
missed for kissing the governesses, and even the maids ; others for making eyes at 
the pretty girls. — Besant. 

To make a figure — to distinguish oneself. P. 

He never went the circuit but twice, and then made no figure for want of a fee 
and being unable to speak in public. — Maria Edgeworth. 
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To make for — to rush towards. P. 

On seeing the man, the animal dropped the woman, and made for him ; but he 
escaped into the village. — Chambers's Joimial, 1S87. 

To make free with — to use without permission or ceremony. C. 

These are the same who have made free with the greatest names.— Pope. 

To make friends — to become reconciled. P. 

He is a generous fellow, and will soon make friends with yon again. 

To make good — to make compensation for ; to pay in full. P. 

On looking into his affairs he found enough to fill him with dismay— debts, mort- 
gages, mismanaged estates, neglected cottages, the mansion going to ruin, besides 
all his old arrears to bo made good (paid up). — Quarterly Review, 1887. 

To make head or headway against — to progress; to strive successfully 
against some obstacle. P. 

Everybody was in terror of his life, and no one was powerful enough to make head 
against (resist) the freebooters.— 1887. 

I think, Mr. Goslett, that if she’d only hold her tongue and go to sleep, I might 
make headway with that case in the morning. — Besant. 

To make light of —to treat as unimportant. P. 

Up to the present time he had made rather light of the case, and as for danger, he 
had pooh-poohed it with good-humoured contempt.— 0. Reade. 

To make much of— to treat with great favour. C. 

As his wife had remarked, he always made much of Gwendolen, and her importance 
had risen of late.— George Eliot. 

To make of— to give a reason for ; to account for. P. 

I began to feel a pain I knew not what to make of (which I could not satisfactorily 
account for) in the same joint of my other foot. — Sir W. Temple. 

To make off— to run away. P. 

Lord Wharton crept out of his saw-pit and made off to his own party.— GewfZewien’s 
Magazine, 1S8G. 

The holder of a horse at Tellson’s door, who made off with it, was put to death. — 
Dickens. 

To make out — (a) to discover ; to find out exactly ; to understand. P. 

Antiquaries make out the most ancient medals from a letter with great diflBculty 
to be discerned. — Felton. 

It is not everybody who can make her out (understand her character).— GoofZ 
Words, 1887. 

(6) to establish ; to prove. C. 

There is no truth which a man may more evidently make out (prove) to himself 
than the existence of a God.— Locke. 

Sometimes it’s why we haven’t made out our case yet. — Besant. 

(c) to contrive. C. 

What with foreboding looks and dreary death-bed stories, it was a wonder the 
child made out to live through it. — O. W. Holmes. 
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To make, over — to transfer in a legal manner. P. 

Shelley made over to her a part of his income, and she retained all that she re- 
ceived from her own family. — Edinburgh Review, 1SS3. 

To make up for anything — to compensate for it; to supply a deficiency 
caused by it. P. 

She was very hard at work— no doubt endeavouring to make up for her husband’s 
repeated absences.— Hugh Cohw'ay. 

To make up a quarrel — to become friendly. P. 

He remembered, in his careless way, that there had been a quarrel, and that he 
wanted to make it up, as he had done many a time before. — Good Words, 1887. 

To make it up or make up matters — to become friendly again ; to be re- 
conciled, C. 

Oh, how she longed to make it up with him. — T homas Hardv. 

I’ll go straight to the city the instant you leave me, make up matters with Mrs. 
Nickleby, and take her away to the theatre. — Dickens. 

To make up to — to seek the acquaintance of ; to pay court to. P. 

Young men of spirit are sadly afraid of being thought to make up to a girl for her 
money.— Justin M'Carthy. 

Nay, gentlemen, Dr. Goldsmith is in the right. A nobleman ought to have made 
up to such a man as Goldsmith.— Samuel Johnson. 

To onake up with — to become reconciled to ; to regain the good-will 
of. C. 

Many a rascally captain has made up with his crew, for hard usage, by allowing 
them duff twice a week on the passage home. — B. H. Dana. 

Malt. — To have the malt above the wheat or meal — to be drunk. F. 

When the malt begins to get above the meal (company begins to get drunk), they’ll 
begin to speak about government in Kirk and State. — Scott. 

Mammoil. — The mammon of unrighteousness — wealthy and worldly 
people. P. A Biblical expression. 

Make to yourselves friends of the mammon of unrighteousness.— L'ufce xvL d. 

So Bebecca, during her stay at Queen’s Crawley, made as many friends of the 
mammon of unrighteousness as she could possibly bring under controL— Thackeray- 

Man, — Man alive ! — an exclamation of astonishment. S. Used where 
one hears or imparts startling information. 

“Haul quick, Ede !” shouted Bobinson, “or you will drown them, man alive.” — 
C. Beads. 

“ You are wasting my time with your silly prattle,” said Meadows sternly. “ Man 
alive ! you never made fifty pounds cash since you were calved.”— C. Bbade. 

To a man—QYQvy one without exception. P. 

They had, to a man, been willing enough to give their verdict for the old man’s 
execution.— H. B. Haggard. 

A man of Belial — a wicked, depraved person. A Scriptural phrase in 
common use. 

“Susan,” replied Isaac, “you are good and innocent. You cannot fathom the 
hearts of the wicked. This Meadows is a man of Belial.” — C. Beads. 
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A T^an of his word — a truthful or trustworthy person. P. See Word. 

A man of straw — an unreal person ; a product of the imagination. P. 

This plotter, this deceiver of the innocent, on whom you vent your indignation, is 
a mere man of straw. The reality is a very peaceable, inoffensive character. 

A man of letters — a literary man ; an author. P. 

He had mentioned in the last five minutes that he was a man of letters. — J ames 
Payn. 

As a man of letters Lord Byron could not but be interested in the event of this 
contest. —M acaulay. 

A man of the loorld — a man who is well acquainted with society and the 
world at large; a man whose interests lie in worldly things. P. 

What Mr. Wordsworth had said like a recluse, Lord Byron said like a man of the 
world.— hlACAULAY. 

As a man of the world, he was well aware that, when a new arrival comes under 
discussion in any community, the general tendency is to criticise rather than to 
commend.— J ames Payn. 

The man in the moon — an imaginary person who inhabits the moon, and 
is supposed to he ignorant of worldly affairs. C. 

She don’t know where it will take her to, no more than the man in the moon.— 
Haliburton. 

What to say or how to say it, poor little Blanche, who was totally unused to this 
sort of thing, and tormented, moreover, with an invincible desire to laugh, knew no 
more than the man in the moon.— G. J. Whyte-Melvillb. 

A man Friday — a faitliful and subservient follower. C. See Defoe’s 
Rohinson Crnsoe. 

Count von Eechberg, according to Lord Clarendon, was Prince Bismarck’s man 
Friday. — Athcncsum, 18S7. 

Every man-jack — every man, high or low ; all without exception. F. 

There happened, too, to be a man-of-war in harbour, every man-jack, or rather, 
every officer-jack of which, with the exception of those on watch, was there. — H. E. 
Haggabd. 

You^ll he a man before your mother — a jocular expression of encourage- 
ment to a lad. F. Used on an historic^ occasion by Burns in ad- 
dressing Sir Walter Scott, then a boy. 

You mind your business half as well as I mind mine, and you’ll be a man before 
your mother yet,— H. Kiegsley. 

Manner. — By no manner of means; not hy any manner of means — quite 
the contrary; in no way; on no account. C. 

Hot that he was, by any manner of means, possessed with the greatness of his own 
ideas, but that Mrs. Fermitage, from a low velvet chair, looked up at him with such 
emphatic inquiry and implicit faith that he was quite in a difficulty how to speak or 
what to say.— E. D. Blackmore. 

Many. — Too many or one too many — too powerful or crafty; more than 
a match. F. 

“ Ay ! ay ! ” thought he ; “ the Irishman is cunning enough. But we shall be too 
many for him.”— M aria Edgeworth. 
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Mare. — To make the mare to go — to make a display of prosperity; to 
carry out undertakings. F. Generally found in the expression, 

Money makes the mare to go.” 

I’m making the mare to go here in Whitford— without the money, too, sometimes. 
— C. Kingsley. 

To find a mare^s nest — to make an absurd discovery; to make a dis- 
covery whicli turns out to be a hoax. P. 

He retired with a profusion of bows and excuses, while Mr. Reginald Talbot fol- 
lowed in silence at his heels like a whipped dog, who, professing to find a hare in her 
form, has only found a mare’s nest. — James Payn. 

Shanks's mare — the legs. F. 

I am riding shanks’s mare (walking) to-day. 

The gray mare — a name given to a woman who is cleverer than her 
husband. C. 

There is no equalizer of sexes like poverty or misery, and then it very often proves 
that the gray mare is the better horse. — Burroughs. 

Marines. — Tell that to the marines — an expression implying incredu- 
lity. F. 

Unless you can put your information togetlier better than that, you may tell your 
story to the marines on board the Pelorus. — H. Kingsley. 

Mark. — To make one's mark — to distinguish oneself. P. 

The atmosphere of society is scientific and sesthetic, and its leaders, although 
bound to be moderately well off, have, for the most part, made their mark by their 
brains. — JEdinburgh Review, 1S82. 

{God) hless the mark! — a superstitious utterance, originally used to avert 
evil. F. Afterwards it came to have very little meaning = “I beg 
your pardon.” 

To be ruled by my conscience, I should stay with the Jew my master, who (God 
bless the mark !) is a kind of devil. — Shake.speare. 

Crystal Palace— bless the mark 1— is fast getting ready. — Macaulay. 

God save the mark — an invocation to God for mercy. 

I saw the wound, I saw it with my eyes— God save the mark '—here on his manly 
breast. — S hakespeare. 

Beside the mark — inappropriate ; out of place. P. 

There is a circle of elect spirits, to whom the whole strain of this paper will, it is 
most likely, seem to he beside the mark. — W. E. Gladstone. 

To mark time — (of soldiers) to raise the feet alternately as if on the 
march. P. 

"With the swinging, easy step of those accustomed to long and toilsome marches, 
the detachment moved rapidly forward, now lessening its front as it arrived at some 
narrow defile, now marking timejbo allow of its rear coming up without effort into 
the proper place.— G. J. 'Whyte-Melvillb. 

u 
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U'p to the marh — in good condition or form. F. 

Bob, although he had been a very short time before brutally knocked upon the 
top of the kitchen fire, was up to the mark, and appeared ready for action.— H. 

KlliTGSJLEY. 

Marriage. — Marriage lines — a marriage certificate. C. 

All she saved from the fire was a box containing her marriage lines and other im- 
portant papers. 

Marrow, — To go down on one^s marroto-hones — to kneel- S. 

He shall taste it instead of me, till he goes down on his marrow-bones to me. — 
C. Reabe. 

Marry. — Marry~come-xvp — a derisive or sarcastic exclamation, now 
obsolete. 

Upon which Miss Batty replied, with some little asperity, “ And was that your 
secret ? ” If she had lived in the Elizabethan era she would have adjured him with a 
marry-come-up ! — Verdant Green. 

Mash. — To maJce one^s mash — to gain a devoted admirer; to have some 
one falling in love with you. S. 

You need not be so particular about your dress. You have made your mash (have 
already an admirer). 

He feels contempt for you, and when he gets among his kind he boasts of the 
mash he has made, and calls you a jolly little thing. — St. Andrews Citiaen, 1S87. 

Mashed. — To be mashed upon — to be in love with ; to be a devoted ad- 
mirer of. S. A Masher is a dandy who dresses so as to ‘‘ kill.” 

I’m not one bit mashed upon her, and I don’t want her to be mashed upon me ; 
and she wouldn’t be in any case; but she interests me, and she’s a dear little 
Vinnie.— Jusriif M'CAHTHy. 

Massacre. — The mcossacre of the innocents — the amiouncement by the 
leader of the House of Commons at the end of a session of the 
measures that are abandoned for want of time. P. The historical 
massacre of the innocents took place at Bethlehem, after the birth 
of Christ (Matt. ii.). 

Mast. — To sail or serve before the mast — to be a common sailor. F. 
The sailors’ quarters, or forecastle, are in the bow of* the vessel. 
Bichard Henry Dana, jun., has written a well-knowm book, Two 
Years before the Mast — that is, two years as a common sailor. Com- 
pare In the ranks,” said of a private soldier. See Bakk. 

There was once an earl who went away and became a sailor before the mast. — 
Besant. 

And, indeed, bad as his clothes were, and coarsely as he spoke, he had none of the 
appearance of a man who sailed before the mast.— R. L. Stevenson. 

Our own idea is, that neither birth, nor riches, nor education, nor manner, suffice 
to constitute a gentleman ; and that specimens are to be found at the plough, the 
loom, and the forge, in the ranks, and before the mast, as well as in the officers’ 
mess-room, the learned professions, and the Upper House itself. — G. J. Whyte- 
Melvillb. 
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Matter.—^ matter of course — sometliiiig which •naturally follows; a 
thing which excites no surprise or attention. P. 

As for the certificate which Sir Henry Maine awarded us, we took it, I fear, very 
much as a matter of course. — Nineteenth Century^ 1887. 

Great was the good man’s horror at finding himself shut out of his own house. 
Had he been alone he would have treated it as a matter of course.— T. Hughes. 

Matter-of-fact — unimaginative ; prosaic. P. 

Extricating her, as he seemed always to do, from her unpleasant dilemma and her 
matter-of-fact swain.— G. J. Whyte-Melville. 

Mauvaise. — MaxLvaise honte — awkwardness ; clumsy shyness. C. 
French. 

He had, he said, been always subject to mauvaise honte and an annoying degree of 
bashfulness, which often unfitted him for any work of a novel description. — A. 
Trollope. 

May. — May meetings — religious meetings held yearly in Exet*er Hall, 
London. P. 

“Bo you know, I have never been in London but once, and then to attend the 
May meetings.”— B. Christie Murray. 

Mealy. — Mealy-mouthed — soft-spoken; using mild language; afraid to 
speak out. C. 

She was a fool to be mealy-mouthed where nature speaks so plain.— L’E stranqe. 

You’re too mealy-mouthed, Mrs. Bounce, that’s where it is.— G. J. Whyte-Mel- 

VILLE. 

Mean. — To mean xoell or 'kindly 'by — to have friendly intentions towards ; 
to intend to aid or benefit. P. 

He had meant well by the cause and the public. — Macaulay. 

I do not think that your cousin means kindly by you. — H. R. Hagoari). 

A mean uShite — a name used in the Southern States of America and 
elsewhere, as in South Africa, where the white race is in a minority, 

- to signify “a white man without landed property.” 

By all means — certainly ; assuredly. P. 

Mr. Elton, just as he ought, entreated for the permission of attending and reading 
to them again. 

“By all means. We shall he most happy to consider you one of the party.”— 
Jane Austen. 

By no means — certainly not. P. 

The wine on this side of the lake is by no means so good as that on the other. — 
Addison- 

Measure. — To measure swords xuith another — to fight with him, using 
the sword as a weapon. P, 

So we measured swords and parted. — Shakespeare. 

To measure onds length on the ground — to fall flat. P. 

If you will measure your lubber’s length again (wish to be thrown down flat again), 
tarry.— S hakespeare. 
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To measure strength — to engage in a struggle. P. 

The factions which divided the prince’s camp had an opportunity of measuring 
tlieir strength. — Macaulay. 

To tahe the measure of a man^s foot — to see wliat is his character; to 
decide mentally how much a man is fit for or wfill venture to do. F. 

The natives about Mooifontein had pretty well taken the measure of John’s foot 
by this time. His threats were awful, but his performances were not great. — H. R. 
Haggaud. 

This was Farmer Greenacre’s eldest son, who, to tell the truth, had from his ear- 
liest years taken the exact measure of Miss Thorne’s foot.— A. Trollope. 

Meet. — To meet another half-way — to come to terms with him on the 
basis of mutual concessions; to treat an antagonist in a conciliatory 
spirit. P. 

Margaret was indignant with her cousin that he did not respond to his father’s 
kindness with more enthusiasm. “If he had behaved so to me, Willie, I should 
have met him half-way,” she afterwards said reprovingly.— James Payn. 

Memento. — A memento mori — something which recalls death. P. 
Strictly speaking, the phrase memento mori means, remember to 
die.” 

I make as good use of it (thy face) as many a man doth of a death’s head or a 
memento mori. I never see thy face but I think on hell fire.— S hakespeare. 

Merry. — To mahe merry — to indulge in laughter and joking ; to enjoy 
oneself. P. 

They made merry at the poor farmer’s plight. 

The king went to Latham to make merry with his mother and the earl. — Bacon. 

A Merry Andrew — a clown; a mountebank. P. Also used familiarly 
without the article, like Tommy AtTcins^ Jach Tar. 

His business is jibes and jests, and this is the first time that I ever saw Merry 
Andrew arrested. — Beaconspield. 

Meum. — Meum and tuum — my property and thy property. C. 

He reappeared with the Nouvelle Helotse, a philosophic history, by I forget whom, 
a discourse on superstition (vulgarly called religion), by D’Alembert, and one or two 
works tending to remove the false distinction ci■^^ization had invented between 
meim and tmm and the classes of society. — C. Reade. 

Midling. — Miching oncdlecho — underhand mischief. A Shakespearian 
phrase [Hamlet^ act iii. scene 2). Miching means hiding or skulking ; 
malecho is Spanish, meaning an evil action. 

His very step was thievish— mic/iiwof nmllecho—vciidi his eyes shot from side to side, 
as though he mistrusted the darkness, as, perhaps, he did.— D. Christie Murray. 

Midsummer. — Midsummer madness — ^utter lunacy. C. 

He had shown great imprudence in paying attentions to Hester, even in her former 
position, but to renew them under her changed circumstances would be midsummer 
madness.— James Payn. 
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Might . — JFztJi might and main — with all one’s energy and resources. P. 

With might and main they chased the murderous fox. — Duyden. 

Growl had been listening at Newman’s door with all his might and main. — 
Dickens. 

The servants tugged with might and main, but could not lift this enormous recep- 
tacle, and were finally obliged to drag it across the floor.—NATHANiEL Hawthorne. 

Mild. — Dram it mild — do not exaggerate. S. 

Draw it a little milder, Coombe, do. Make it four or five, and it will be much 
nearer the mark.— Florence Marryax. 

Milk. — To cry over spilt milk — to indxilge in useless regrets. C. 

But it’s no use crying over spilt milk. — B lackmore. 

That accounts for the milk in the cocoa-nut — that explains matters. P. 

He has some land in the settlement belonging to him. That accounts for the millc 
in the cocoa-nut — that explains his anxiety to have us move out there. 

Milk-and-water — tasteless ; having an insipid character ; feeble. C. 
Also, as a lioun, what is insipid. 

A milk-and-water bourgeois (timid, feeble-minded citizen).— C. Beade. 

Hitherto the conversation had had so much of milk-and-water in its composition, 
that Dalrymple found himself able to keep it up and go on with his background at 
the same time. — A Trollope. 

The milk of human kindness — ^natural feelings of pity, sympathy, and 
generosity. P. 

I fear thy nature ; 

It is too full of the milk of human kindness 
To catch the nearest way.— Shakespeare. 

The younger was fat, fresh, and fair, and seemed to be always running over with 
the milk of human kindness. — A. TRollope. 

The milk of human kindness was not curdled in her bosom.— A. Trollope. 

Miller. — To drown the miller — to put too much water in anything. P. 

This punch is not worth drinking— you’ve drowned the miller. ' 

Milling. — Milling in the darhnans — murder at night. S. 

Men were men then, and fought in the open field, and there was nae milling in 
the darkmans (no midnight murder). — Scott. 

Mince, — To mince matters or the matter — to gloze over ; to represent in 
too favourable a light ; to be mealy-mouthed. P. 

But not being a woman much given to mincing matters, she puts her meaning 
beyond a doubt by remarking that she had heard tell people sent to Paris for their 
gowns, just as though America wasn’t good enough to make one’s clothes. — Edin- 
hurgh Review, 18S7, 

Indeed, not to mince the matter, six or seven of that sacred band were nullity in 
person.— C. Reaue. 

Mincemeat. — To make mincemeat of— to shatter; to completely destroy ; 
to demolish. P. 

Later he (Jeffrey) got into his head the oddest crotchet of all his life, which was 
that a Conservative Government, with a sort of approval of the people generally, 
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and especially of the English peasantry, would scheme for a coup d’etat, and (his own 
words again) make mincemeat of their opponents in a single ye&i-."— Macmillan’s 
Magazine, 1SS7. 

We should have made mincemeat of them all, and perhaps hanged up one or two 
of them outside the inn as an extra sign-post.— G. A. Sala.. 

Mind. — Mind your ez/e — be careful. S. 

“Perhaps it may be so,” says I; “but mind your eye, and take care you don’t 
put your foot in it.” — HALiBunTON. 

We must mind our eye, George. A good many tents are robbed every week.— 
C. Reade. 

Mint.— -4 mint of money — a large fortune. C. 

She went on as if she had a mint of money at her elbow.— Maria Edgewortu. 

Mischief. — To 'play the mischief with — to ruin; to overturn. !F. 

Don’t you know that you will play the very mischief with our vagus nerves ?— Wm. 
Black. 

Miss. — -4 9?u’-sss is as good as a mile — a failure is a failure whether 
one comes very near succeeding or not. A man will lose the train 
equally by being a minitte as by being balf«an-hour too late. C. 

Had the tie parted one instant sooner, or had I stood an instant longer on the 
yard, 1 should inevitably have been thrown violently, from the height of ninety or a 
hundred feet, overboard ; or, what is worse, upon the deck. However, a miss is as 
good as a mile— a saying which sailors very often have occasion to use.— R. H. Dana. 

To miss stays — to fail in attempting to tack. P. Used metaphorically 
of other kinds of failuz’e. 

Ah, Jim, Jim, I reckon I’ve missed stays.— R. L. Stevenson. 

Missing. — The missing link — a creature between a man and a monkey, 
the discovery of which is necessary to the establishment of the theory 
of the descent of men from monkeys. P. The name is often applied 
to men who resemble monkeys. 

We had a tutor at college who rejoiced in the name of the “ missing link.” 

Mistletoe. — Kissing under the mistletoe. It is usual in England and 
other countries at the festive Christmas season to hang up a sprig of 
mistletoe from the ceiling. When a girl passes under the mistletoe 
she may be kissed. The practice is a source of much merriment. 

Mitten. — To get the mitten — to make an offer of marriage and be re- 
jected. C. 

There is a young lady I have set my heart on, though whether she is going to give 
me hers, or give me the mitten, I ain’t duite satisfied, — H aliburton. 

To handle without the gloves or without mittens — to treat unceremoniously; 
to deal roughly with. P. See Handle. 

Modus. — A modus vivendi — a mutual agreement under w’hich people 
can live in harmony. P. Latin. 

Unofficial conversations take place from time to time, but no modus vivendi has 
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been established, the home companies wanting those from China to retire to their 
own field exclusively, which they decline to Ao.—Ja'pan Mail, 1SS7. 

Surely it was possible for them to construct a sufficiently pleasant modus vivendi, 
even if they held somewhat different views on political matters.—WM. Black. 

Molly. — -A Molly Coddle — a pampered or effeminate person. P. 

“ I don’t think I should care much about going into the Guards if I were a man.” 

“ Why not ?” 

*‘I don’t know; I’ve seen some of them, and I think they are rather Molly 
Coddles.” — Murray's Magazine, 1S87. 

Monkey. — 3Ionlcey^s allowance — hard blows instead of food. S. A 
sailors’ phrase. 

You fellows worked like bricks, spent money, and got midshipmen’s half-pay 
(nothing a day and find yourself) and monkeys’ allowance (more kicks than half- 
pence).— -C. Kingsley. 

To get or have onds monkey up — to be enraged or irritated. S. 

You’ll have his monkey up directly.— H. Kingsley. 

To such the monkey — [a) to drink rnm out of cocoa-nnts. S. It is a 
common practice for sailors to buy cocoa-nuts, extract the milk, and 
fill them again wnth rum, 

(&) to suck liquor with a straw from casks. S. 

I didn’t peach (become an informer) at Barbadoes when the men sucked the 
monkey.—CAPTAiN Marryat. 

Month. — A month of Sundays — an indefinitely long period. S, 

He could easily have revenged himself by giving me a kick with his heavy shoes on 
the head or the loins, that would have spoiled my running for a month of Sundays.— 
0. Reade. 

Moon. — A moonlight flitting — a secret removal hy night of tenants 
who are iniable to pay the rent of their house. F. 

They took a moonlight flitting soon after, and were never heard of more in the old 
country. 

Shooting of moons. The same as the above. S. 

I bought his houses, I let his houses ; I told him who w’ere responsible tenants, I 
warned him when shooting of moons seemed likely.— Besant. 

More. — To he no more — to be dead. P. 

Cassius is no more.— S hakespeare. 

You’ll have heard that my father is no more.— Miss Mulock. 

More and more — with a continual increase. P. 

As the blood passeth through narrower channels, the redness disappears more and 
more. — Arbuthnot. 

Morning, — The gray of the morning — the early morning. P. 

And the first gray of morning filled the east. 

And the fog rose out of the Oxus stream. — M. Arnold. 

But above all things, have good care to exercise this art before the master strides 
up to his desk, in the gray of the morning.— Blackmore, 
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Mother. — Does your mother hioio yoiCre out? — a quizzical expression 
used to a person wlio seems too simple and childish to take care of 
himself, y. 

I went and told tho constable my property to track : 

He asked me if I didn’t wish that I might get it back. 

I answered, “To be sure I do ! — it’s what I’m come about.” 

He smiled and said, “ Sir, does your mother know that you are out?”--BAUHAM. 

Mother-xoit — natural sagacity ; good sense. P. 

It is extempore, from my mother-wit.— S hakespeajre. 

Mother's apron strhvjss, phrase used to signify “watchful maternal 
care ” of a child too young and thoughtless to take care 'of itself. C. 

Little Smith, fresh from his mother’s apron-strings, is savagely beaten by the cock 
of the school, Jones.— H. R. Haggard. 

Mother Carey's chickens — a sailor’s name for the stormy petrel. 

Danny would mock Mother Carey’s chicken and catch the doleful cry of the cor- 
morant.— Hall Caine, 

Mount. — To moimt (juard — to act as sentinel. P. 

Their destination reached, they picnicked as they had arranged, and then sepa- 
rated, the bride and bridegroom strolling off in one direction, Mildred and Arthur 
in another, whilst Miss Terry mounted guard over the plates and dishes.— H. E. 
Haggard. 

Mountain. — To make a mountain of a mole-hill — to magnify a small 
matter, making it unnecessarily important. P. 

stuff and nonsense, Segrave ! you’re making mountains out of mole-hills, as you 
always do.— 6’ood Words, ISSL 

3lo luitam-dew — Scotch whisky. P. 

When in the Highlands, he became too fond of the mountain-dew. 

Mouth. — Down in the moxith — disappointed. 0. 

But upon bringing the next ashore, it proved to be only one great stone and a 
few little fishes: upon this disappointment they were down in the mouth. — 
L’Estranue. 

Bxj word of mouth — verbally. P. 

The message was given by word of mouth ; it was not wiitten. 

To have the mouth water — to have feelings of anticipated enjoyment; to 
look at with intense longing. P. 

For ’tis said he lives bravely where he is; yea, many of them that are resolved 
never to run his hazards, yet have their mouths water at his gains.— B unyan. 

Move. — To mom heaven and earth — to make every possible effort. C. 

But of course all the Plumstead and Framley set will move heaven and earth to 
get him out, so that he may not be there to be a disgrace to the diocese.— A. 
Trollope. 
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Much. — Much of a muchness — very similar; differing but slightly. C. 

The miller’s daughter could not believe that high gentry behaved badly to tlieir 
wives, but her mother instructed her. “O child, men’s men (men are men); gentle 
or simple (gentry or common people) they’re much of a muchness.”— GEonuii Eliox, 

Mud. — To throw mud at — to abuse ; to speak evil of. C. 

A woman in my position must expect to have more mud thrown at her than a less 
important person.— F lorence IVIarryat. 

Muff. — A muff— 2 ,n effeminate, timid person. P. 

The other boys called him a muff for refusing to go, but he remained, firm. 

Mug. — To mu(j-u^ — to prepare for an examination. S. A college 
phrase. 

I must go home and mug-up for next Saturday. 

Mull. — To mahe a mull of it— to be awkward aiid unsuccessful. F. 

“ I always make a mull of it,” he said to himself when the girls went up to get 
their hats.— A. Trollope. 

Mummy.— jfb heat to a mummy — ^to thrash soundly; to give a severe 
drubbing to. 0. 

The two highwaymen caught the informer and beat him to a mummy. 

Mump. — Mimjping-day — the 21st of December, a day on which the 
poor were accustomed to go about the country begging, D. To 
mitmp is to beg or cheat.” 

Murder. — Murder will out — a saying which refers to the great difficulty 
of keeping a crime secret. C. The phrase is now current about secret 
deeds which are not crimes. 

“ Oh, thank God ! the battle’s ours ! ” replied Mr. Kunnington, with delighted ex- 
citement. “ The murder’s out (secret is discovered). I’ll pledge my existence that 
within six months’ time we have them all back at Yatton.”— S. Warren. 

Murder, the proverb tells us, will out ; and although, of course, we do not know 
how many murders have remained undiscovered, appearances seem to lend support 
to the theory.— W. E. Norris. 

The murder’s out — everything is disclosed. F. 

The murder was out now.— H. Kingsley. 

Mute. — Mute as a fish — wholly silent. C. 

Miss Kiljoy might have screamed ; but, I presume, her shrieks were stopped by the 
sight of an enormous horse-pistol which one of her champions produced, who said, 
“No harm is intended you, ma’am ; but if you cry out we must gag you,” on which 
she suddenly became as mute as a fish. 

Mutton. — To eat one’s mutton— to dine. F. 

“Will you eat your mutton with me to-day, Palmer?” said Mr. Williams at the 
gate of the jail. — C. Reade. 
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Naboth. — jSfohotWs vineyard — a neighbour’s possession coveted by a 
rich roan. P. The reference is to King Ahab (1 Kings xxi. 1-10), 
who coveted the vineyard of Naboth the Jezi'eelite, and finally ob- 
tained it by foul means. 

He was well aware that the little Manor House property had always been a 
Haboth’s vineyard to his father . — Good Words, 1887, 

Nail. — To nail one's colours to the mast — to refuse obstinately to sur- 
render. P. 

“There,” he said, “I’ve nailed my colours to the mast. That will show these 
gentry that an Englishman lives here.”~H. H. Haggard. 

On the nail — (a) immediately; without delay. F. 

I’ll give you twenty pounds down twenty pounds on the nail.— Besant. 

[!)) ready money. A plate of copper on which bargains are settled 

in Liverpool Exchange is called “ The Nail.” 

Hemember every share you bring in brings you five per cent, down on tire nail.— 
Thackeray. 

To hit the nail on the head — to say what is exactly applicable to the 
case ; to discover the real remedy for anything. C. 

How he hits the nail on the head ! . . .What noble common-sense appears in such 
criticism as this l—Maemillan's Magazine, 1887, 

A nail in o?ie’s coffin — a facetious name for a glass of strong liquor — gin, 
whisky, or brandy. S. 

Name. — To name the day — to fix the day for marriage. C. 

So, soon after, she named the day.— C. Heade. 

To call a 'person names — to speak disrespectfully to a person ; to use nick- 
names to him. P. 

When he called his mother names because she wouldn’t give up the young lady’s 
property how the ladies in the audience sobbed 1— Dickens. 

To take a name in vain — to use the name thoughtlessly or irreverently; 
to swear profanely by the name. P. 

Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God in vsim.—Exodus xx. 7. 

I always call Chancery “it.” I would not take its name in vain for worlds.— H. 
R Haggard. 

Nap . — To go nap — to stake all the winnings. S. A phrase taken from 
the game of nap, or napoleon. ' 

He heard what they said. They’ve squared it; it’s a moral. Now’s the time; 
I’m going nap on Morning Light” (a racehorse). —B. L. Earjeon. 
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Napping. — To talce or catch one napping — to find him unprepared; to 
surprise him when off his guard or asleep. C. 

They took him napping in his bed. — S. Butler. 

No, George, Tom Weasel won’t be caught napping twice the same year.— C. Eeade. 

General Boulanger is an active and energetic minister, and when this war about 
which everybody is talking does break out, he does not mean France to be caught 
napping . — Contemporary Uemew^ 1S8T- 

Narrow. — The narrow house or home — the grave. P. 

Sad images 

Of the stern agony, and shroud, and pall, 

And breathless darkness, and the narrow house. — Bryant. 

I feel like those would-be saints of old who bespoke their coffins years before they 
had occasion for them, and all day long used to contemplate their narrow home. — 
James Payn. 

Nature. — In a state of nature — ^naked. P. 

The man was found in the cave in a state of nature, and raving mad. 

Naught. — To set at naught — to disregard. P. 

Be you contented 

To have a son set your decrees at naught.— Shakespeare. 

Ne. — Ne plus ultra — ^nothing fxirther ; the extreme limit. P. Latin. 

There stood on the Spanish coast a pillar with the words ne phis ultra inscribed 
upon it. After the discovery of America the ne was taken out. 

Of all the pleasures of the exercise of charity, the very greatest (to some minds) 
is the satisfaction afforded by the fact of the recipient of our bounty having once 
occupied a social position equal or superior to our own. This is the ne plus ultra of 
the delights of patronage.— James Payn. 

Near. — The near side of a horse — the side on the. rider’s or the driver’s 
left. F. 

To de near — to he stingy or parsimonious. C. 

With all her magnificent conduct as to wasting alcoholic treasure, she was rather 
near.— Conway. 

Neat. — Heat as a pm — very neat and tidy. F. 

Everything was as neat as a pin in the house. — B. H. Dana. 

Neck. — Hech and necJc — keen and close; close together (of two competi- 
tors in a contest). P. 

If new-comers were to bring in the system of neck-and-neck trading. — G eorge 
Eliot. 

They reach the last fence neck-and-neck, Haphazard landing slightly in advance. — 
G. J. Whyte-Melvillb. 

To breaTc the neck of anything — to accomplish the stiffest part of it. C. 

The day has been very hot even for the Transvaal, where even in the autumn the 
days still know how to be hot, although the neck of the summer is broken (worst 
part of the summer is over). — H. B. Haggard. 

Blow-hard was a capital spinner of a yarn when he had broken the neck of his 
day’s work. — H ughes. 
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On the nech q/— immediately after. P. 

Instantly on the neck of tliis came news that I’ernando and Isabella had concluded 
a peace.— Bacon. 

j^eck and crop — completely. P. 

Finish him off, neck and crop; he deserves it for sticking up to a man like you. — 
Blackmoue. 

A stiff neck — obstinacy in sin. A Scriptural phrase. 

Speak not with a stiff neck.— Psahii Uxv. 5, 

jSfeck and heels — in a hasty and summary fashion. 

There is no doubt that when the poor feUow tried to get into the pulpit, they took 
him and carried him neck and heels out of the church. — A. Trollope. 

He rushed to the scene of unhallowed festivity, inflicted corporal punishment on 
the “ father of the feast,” and turned his astonished guests neck and heels out of 
doors.— W. Irving. 

Neck verse — a sentence of Scripture which, when repeated by a criminal, 
saved him from capital pimishment. C. See Benefit of Cleegy. 

Poor rogue ! he was soon afterwards laid by the heels and swung ; for there is no 
neck verse in France to save a gentleman from the gallows.— G. A. Sala. 

Neck or nothing — a braving of all dangers ; the risking of every- 
thing. P. 

It was neck or nothing with me whether I should go down to the gulf of utter 
neglect or not. — Thomas Campbell. 

“ If it is neck or nothing on my side, sir, it must be neck or nothing on yours 
also ! ” 

“ Neck or nothing by all means,” said Noel Vanstone. — Wilkie Collins. 

Ned. — To Qnake one’s md out of—to make money from. S. Ned is a 
slang word for a guinea. 

There are a good many people there from other parts, and always have been, who 

come to make money and nothing else and who intend to up killock and off 

(depart with all their property) as soon as they have made their ned out of the Blue- 
noses. — Haliburton. 

Needle. — To get the needle — to get irritated. S. 

Take care lest he get the needle and send you off. 

Needs. — Needs must lohen the devil drives — one must submit, however 
ungracefully, to hard necessity. B. 

“What, you are in your tantrums again !” said she. “Come along, sir. Needs 
must when the devil drives. ” — C. Eeade. 

Nem. — Nem. con. — a contraction for nemine contradicente (Latin) = 
no one dissenting. C. 

This resolution was agreed to ticm. cm. 

The general, too, understood these details thoroughly, and therefore it was dis- 
respectful youth voted ncm. con. that Newton-Hollows was “a rare shop at feeding- 
time.” — G. J. Whvte-Melville. 
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Neptune. — A son of JSfeptum — a sailor. P. Neptune was the god of 
the sea in Roman mythology. 

After once crossing the line, you can never be subjected to the process, but are 
considered as a son of Neptune. — R. H. Dana. 

This son of Neptune, dying suddenly, left all his little property to a degenerate 
nephew, who hated salt water. — ^R. Buchanan. 

Nest . — To feather one’s nest — to provide for one’s future ; to lay by 
money. C. 

It may do him some harm, perhaps, but Dempster must have feathered his nest 
pretty well (saved a considerable sum of money); he can afford to lose a little bnsi- 
nes.*?. — George Eliot. 

A mare’s nest. See Mare. 

A something laid by as a start or commencement. C. In a 

nest where hens are expected to lay, it is customary to place a real or 
imitation egg to tempt the hens to lay others beside it. This egg is 
called the nest-egg. 

Books or money laid for show, 

Like nest-eggs, to make clients lay. — S. Butler, 

At present, however, as Margaret reminded her cousin, there was not enough of 
them— though so far as they went they had a material value— to become nest-eggs; 
they could not be considered as savings or capital to any appreciable extent.— James 
Payn. 

Never. — N'ever say die — don’t despair, S. 

Will you give him my compliments, sir— No. 24’s compliments— and tell him t 
bid him never say die ?— C. Reade. 

I never did — an exclamation of astonishment. P. 

“ I never did ! ” exclaimed Eliza Sampson, when her brother had read the brief 
letter aloud. 

Eliza was always protesting that she never did. This somewhat unmeaning phrase 
was her favourite expression of astonishment.— Miss Beaddon. 

Newcastle. — Newcastle Tiosintality — roasting a friend to death, P. 

Newgate. — To he in Newgate—to be a criminal. C. Newgate is the 
great prison of London. 

^'No doubt he ought to be in Newgate,” said the other emphatically.— James 
Payn. 

Next. — Next to nothing — almost nothing. C. 

Her table the same way, kept for next to notliing. — Maria Edgeworth. 

Next door to — very close to ; almost. C. 

She observed to that trusty servant that Colonel Arden was next door to a brute. — 
Theodore Hook. 

Next one’s heart — very dear to one. P. 

They could talk unreservedly among themselves of the subject that lay next their 
hearts.— James Payn. 
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Nicety. — To a nicety — exactly; with extreme accuracy. P. 

The room vv'as all arranged to a nicety. 

Nick.— the nich of time—ox^ctly at the right moment. P. 

Things are taking a most convenient turn, and in the very nick of time.— James 
Payn. 

In the nich — at the right moment. F- 

He gave us notice in the nick, and I got ready for their reception. Mama 
Edgeworth. 

Old Nich — the devil. S. 

And the old man began to step out as if he was leading them on their way against 
old Nick.— Ha LI BURTON. 

Night.— ni(jht-cap—CL warm drink taken before going to bed. C. 

Nightniare, — The ni(jhtma7''e and her nine-fold — frightful apparitions 
which appear at night. Probably stands for ‘'nine foals.” 
See Shakespeare’s King Lem\ act hi. scene 4- 

St. Withold footed thrice the old, 

He met the nightmare and her nine-fold. 

Stars shoot and meteors glare oftener across the valley than in any other part of 
the country, and the nightmare with her whole nine-fold seems to make it the 
favourite scene of her gambols. — Washington Irving. 

— 2Iil acfwzfrari— admiring nothing. Latin. 

To the last, I believe, his London nil admiraH mind hardly appreciated the fact 
of its being real cold snow. — H. Kingsley. 

Nine,— nine day^' something which causes great excitement 

for a short time and then is heard of no more. P. 

King Edioanl. You’d think it strange if I should marry her. 

GloiLcester, That would be ten days’ wonder at the least. 

Clarence. That’s a day longer than a wonder lasts.— Shakespeare. 

To the nines — to perfection ; splendidly. F. 

Praising a man’s farm to the nines (as if it were perfection).— Halibtjrton. 

This gallant, good-natured soldier flattered her to the nines.--C. Eeadb. 

Bran-new, polished to the nines.— C. Eeade. 

Nine tailors mahe a man — a popular saying in contempt of tailors. F. 
A tailor is often called the ninth part of a man. 

Nip. — To ni}') a hung — to steal a purse. S. 

Meanwhile the cut-purse in the throng 

Hath a fair means to nip a bung. — Popular Ballad, 17U0. 

To nip in the hud — to destroy at an early stage, before any mischief is 
done. P. 

Prom the above it is quite clear that the king had ample warning of the rising, and 
possessed the means of nipping it in the bud. — Fortnightly Review, 18S7. 

No. — No go — ^of no use. S. 

“ These ’lection buns are no go,” said the young man John.— O. W. Holmes. 
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jVb end — a very great sum ; a gTeat deal. F. 

Times are so hard. Box at the opera no end (costs a great sum).— C. Beade, 

Nob.~^4 nob of the fivRt water — a very high-class personage. S. Noh 
is a contraction for nobleman. 

One comfort, folk are beginning to take an interest in us; I see nobs of the first 
water looking with a fatherly eye into our affairs. — C. Eeade. 

Noblesse. — Noblesse oblige. This phrase implies that a person in a 
high position is constrained to perform his duties well by a sense of 
his position : high rank has its obligations. P. A French phrase. 

jN'aturally — noblesse oblige^ as Felspar hinted — Ella spoke most of the poems. — 
Jambs Payn. 

That fine-grafeed pride of place which is best expressed in those two majestic 
words noblesse obhge . — Mrs E. Lynn Linton. 

Nod.-A nod is as good as a whik to a blind horse — there is no use 
repeating a sign to those who cannot or do not choose to see. F. 

Thinks I to myself, a nod is as good as a wink to a blind horse. —H aliburton. 

The land of nod — sleep. F. 

But every night I go abroad 

Afar into the land of nod.~R. L, Stevenson. 

Noggin. — To go to noggin-staves — to go to pieces ; to fall into con- 
fusion. F. A noggin is a wooden cup, made with staves, like a cask. 

Silence ! or my allegory will go to noggin-staves.— K ingsley. 

Nom. — No 771 de guerre — a name assumed for a time. P. A war -name. 
French. 

Hobart, being then a post-captain ashore with nothing to do, took a prominent 
part, under the nom cle guerre of Captain Roberts. — Spectato7', 1SS7. 

Nom de plume — a fictitious name assumed by an author. P. A pen- 
name. French. For example ; — 

Nmn de 'plume: 

Marian Evans George Eliot. 

. Madame Pudevant George Sand. 

Charles Dickens Boz (in his earlier writings). 

William Makepeace Thackeray .. .Michael Angelo Titmarsh. 

Several of the pieces published in 1801 under the nom de plume of Thomas Little 
were written before he (Moore) was eighteen . — Encyclopcedia Brifannicay 9th ed. 

Nonce. — Tor the 7i07ice — temporary ; not habitual. P. Also used as an 
adverb temporarily. Prom “ then once.” 

Vivian was not under the necessity of paying any immediate courtesy to his op- 
posite neighbour, whose silence, he perceived, was for the nonce, and consequently 
for him.— BsAcoNSFiELn. 

Nose. — With one’s nose at the grindstone — hard at work. C. Generally 
used of mechanical or uninteresting work. 

The clerks^ with their noses at the grindstone, and her father sombre in the dingy 
room, working hard too in bis way.— M rs. Olirhant. 
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To map on&^pi no^t off—to speak in a cross tone to any one; to address a 
person sharply. C. 

“I observe that IMr. John’s things have not been laid out for him properly, as 
they ought to have been,” she said suddenly, snapping his nose off, as Jervis said. — 
Mrs. Oliphant. 

To meamre noses — to meet. F. 

TVe measured noses at the cross roads. 

To onahe a personas nose swell — to make him jealous. F. 

To turn vp one\^ nose at — to look with contempt upon. C. 

He has the harsh, arrogant, Prussian way of turning up his nose at things.— 
M. Arn-old. 

To put a man's nose out or out of joint — to supplant him ; to mortify 
him. F. This phrase is also found in the form his nose has lost a 
joint. 

No substance has yet superseded gunpowder for artillery purposes— for one reason, 
gunpowder is comparatively so safe ; but, of course, its nose may be put out of joint 
even by the skilful application of the all-pervading air to the base of a projectUe. — 
Spectator, Oct 1SS7. 

He was jealous of her (the elephant)— afraid that she would get as fond of some 
others as of him, and so another man might be able to work her, and his own nose 
lose a joint, as the saying is.~C. Huade. 

Perhaps Maurice may be able to drive Lanfrey out of the field— put his nose out of * 
joint, and marry the girl himself.— M rs. E. Lynn Linton. 

To cut off one's nose to sprite one's face — to act from anger in such a way 
as to injure oneself. F. 

If you refuse to go because you are angry with me, you will just be cutting off 
your nose to spite your face. 

One of its (jealousy’s) commonest and least startling effects is that species of moral 
suicide which is best described by the vulgar adage of “ cutting off one’s nose to spite 
one’s face,” and which produces that most incomprehensible of all vagaries termed 
“marrying out of pique.”— Ct. J. WHYTE-MELyiLLE. 

To lead hy the nose — to influence a person so that he follows you 
blindly. C. 

Though authority be a stubborn bear, yet he is often led by the nose with gold.— 
Shakespeare. 

'VYhat would you think of a cabinet minister being led by the nose— what would 
you think of his resigning the wdiole of his authority, into the hands of the per- 
manent secretary under him — simply because that secretary undertakes the duty of 
getting the minister’s wife, who is not very presentable, included in invitations, 
and passed into houses where .she would never otherwise be seen ?— Wm. Black. 

He showed a certain dogged kind of wisdom in refusing to be led by tlie nose by 
the idle and ignorant chatterboxes against whom he was thrown in the parlour of the 
public-house.— H. Kingsley. 

To take pepper in the nose — to take offence. F. 

To put or thrust one's nose into another's affairs — to interfere with another 
person’s affairs unwarrantably. F. 

I liked the man well enough, and showed it, if he hadn’t been a fool and put his 
nose into my business.— C. Beade. 



ITot 


[ 225 ] 


ITunky 


To wipe a personas nose — to cheat him. S. 

I’ve wiped the old men’s noses (got a pretty good sum of money out of them). 

Under one's nose — in one’s immediate proximity ; close to one. C. 

Poetry takes me up so entirely that I scarce see what passes under my nose.— Pope. 

To pay through the nose — to pay an extravagant price. S. 

I hoped they would never adopt our democratic patent method of seeming to 
settle one’s honest debts, for they would find it paying through the nose in the long 
run. — J. E. Lowell. 

Sooner than have a fuss, I paid him through the nose everything that he claimed. 
—A. Trollope. 

Not. — Not a hit of it — not at all; in no way. F. 

“^Well, for one thing, we ought all to be here.”— “ Not a bit of it,” responded 
Dick.— UZac/ciwoocZ’s Magazine^ 1SS7. 

Note. — A note of hand — a promissory note ; a paper containing a 
promise to pay a certain sum of money. P. 

“ Why, my dear lad,” he cried, “this note of hand of Shakespeare’s, priceless as 
it is, may be yet outdone by what remains to be discovered.”— James Pavn. 

Now. — Noxo and then — at intervals; occasionally. P. Used "both of 
place and time. 

He who resolves to walk by the rule of forbearing all revenge will have opportuni- 
ties every now and then to exercise his forgiving temper.— Atterburv. 

A mead here, there a heath, and now and then a wood.— D rayton. 

He (Lord Byron) now and then praised Mr. Coleridge, but ungraciously and with- 
out cordiality.— Macaulay. 

Nowhere. — To he nowhere — to fail to secure a leading place. C. 

In fiction, if we except one or two historical novels, which avowedly owe their 
existence to a laudable admiration of Scott, Italy is literally nowhere . — Athenccuniy 
1887. 

Null. — Null and void — of no effect ; useless. P. A legal phrase. 

The document began by stating that the testator’s former will w^as null and void. — 
H. R. Haggard. 

Number. — Number one — a person’s self. 0. 

Some conjurers say number three is the magic number, and some say number 
seven. It’s neither, my friend, neither; it’s number one. — Dickens. 

But let me hear about yourself, Angela; I am tired of No. 1, I can assure you.— 
H. R. Haggard. 

Nunky. — Nunley pays — the Government pays for everything. S. 
N^inhylievQ stands for “Uncle,” short for “ Uncle Sam.” The letters 
U.S., stamped on United States Government property, were jocularly 
read “Uncle Sam.” “Uncle Sam” thus came to mean the Govern- 
ment, and gave rise to the phrase to stand Samj which see. 

Walk through a manufactory, and you see that the stern alternatives, carefulness 
or ruin, dictate the saving of every penny; visit one of the national dockyards, and 
the comments you make on any glaring wastefulness are carelessly met by the slang 
phrase, “ Nunky pays.” — Herbert Srbncer. 
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Nut. — To he nuts to — to please greatly. F. 

These were nuts alike (equally agreeable) to the civilian and. the planter. — O. 0. 
Teevelyan, 

To edge his way along the crowded paths of life, warning all human sympathy to 
keep its distance, was what the knowing ones called nuts (excessive pleasure) to 
Scrooge. — D ickeijs. 

To he nuts on anything — to be extremely fond of it. F. 

My aunt is awful nuts on Marcus Aurelius. •—'Wm. Blace. 

Off one's nut — crazy ; mad. S. Tfut is a slang term for the head. 

He was getting every day more off his nut, as they put it gracefully. — J. 
McCarthy. 

A hard nut to crach — a difficult problem to solve. C. 

On the contrary, he unflinchingly faced a third question, that, namely, of the true 
wishes of the testator, whose will had been made known some hours before; and 
really this was rather a hard nut to crack.— f?ood Words, 1887. 

Nutshell. — To lie in a nutshell — ^to be capable of easy comprehension or 
solution. P. 

There was no need to refer to Heimann or any one else. The whole thing lay in a 
nutshell. — Murray's Magazine, 1887. 

To assimilate the written to the spoken style— the whole thing lies in that nut- 
shell (is capable of solution by that method). 

In a nutshell — simply and tersely. P. 

That one admission of yours, “ he is almost entirely dependent on his pen,” states 
the whole case for me in a nutshell. — J ames Payit. 


O 

Oak. — Sport one's oah. See Sport. 

Oar* — To put in one's oar — to interfere officiously in others’ affairs; to 
break into a conversation uninvited. F. 

She is not the first hand that has caught a lobster by putting in her oar before her 
turn, I guess.— Halibueton. 

I put my oar in no man’s boat.— T hackeray. 

To lie or rest on one's oars— to cease from hard work; to take an interval 
of rest. 0. 

I had finished my education So I left Paris, and went home to rest on my oars. 

— C. Reade. 

To ship oars — to place the oars in the rowlocks. A nautical phrase. 

To toss the oars — to raise the oars vertically, for the purpose of saluting. 
A nautical phrase. 
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To kinship the oars — to remove the oars from the rowlocks. A nautical 
phrase. 

Oats. — T'o soiv one’s wild oats — to indulge in youthful dissipation and 
excesses. P. 

Dunsey’s taste for swopping (exchanging) and betting might turn out to be some- 
thing more than sowing wild oats. — George Eliot. 

Ohs. — Ohs and sols — ohjectiones et solutiones. P. Old-fashioned, These 
objections and proofs were placed in the margin of theological works. 

Bale, Erasmus, etc., explode, as a vast ocean of ohs and sols^ school divinity; a 
labyrinth of intricate questions.— Burton {Anatomy of Melancholy). 

Observe. — The observed of all ohse^wers — the centre of attraction. P. 
A quotation from Shakespeare’s Hamlet^ act iii. scene 1 : — 

The glass of fashion and the mould of form, 

The observed of all observers ! 

We children admired him: partly for his beautiful face and silver hair; partly 
for the solemn light in which we beheld him once a week, the observed of all ob- 
servers, in the pulpit. — E. L. Stevenson, in Scribner's Magazine, 1887. 

Occasion. — On occasion — ^when necessary ; at certain times. P. 

Then they went on to give him instructions. He was to start at once— that very 
week, if possible ; he was to follow certain lines laid down for his guidance ; on occa- 
sion he was to act for himself.— Bes ant. 

I am glad to find you can stand your own trumpeter on occasion, though I wish 
you would change the tune. — S mollett. 

To tahe occasion — to seize an opportunity. P. 

In rummaging over a desk to find a corkscrew, young Ludgate took occasion to 
open and shake a pocket-book, from which fell a shower of bank-notes. — Maria 
Edgeworth. 

Odds . — At odds — [a) opposed to; differing from. P. 

Mr. Pilgrim had come mooning out of the house, at odds with all the festivity and 
tired of the crowd.— J. McCarthy. 

{b) at a disadvantage. P. 

What warrior was there, however famous and skilful, that could fight at odds with 
him ?— Thackeray. 

Odds and ends — stray articles; casual pieces of information; things 
picked up in different places. P. 

A few more odds and ends (stray remarks) before the conclusion of this article. — 
Spectator, 18S6. 

Then there was poor Jacob Dodson, the half-witted boy, who ambled about cheer- 
fully, undertaking messages and little helpful odds and ends for every one. — T. 
Hughes. 

By long odds — ^by a gi’eat difference ; most decidedly. P. 

He is by long odds the ablest of^the candidates. 

No odds — it’s of no consequence. P. 

“ I have lost my hat.”— “ No odds. Come without one,” 
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Odour. — hi had odour — ill spoken of ; having a bad reputation. P. 

Mat Crabtree would not be hindered from wrapping up the girls and handing them 
to their scats by the trifling objection that he was in bad odour with both of the 
women. —SARi.H Tytler. 

Odour of sanctity. It was at one time believed that the corpse of a holy 
person emitted a sweet perfume. The expression “ odour of sanctity ” 
is now used figuratively : “He died in the odour of sanctity ” = “He 
died having a saintly reputation. ” 

The whitewashed shrine where some holy marabout lies buried in the odour of 
sanctity. — C hant Allen, in Contemporary Mevievj, ISSS. 

It was the spring of the year when the examining chaplain gave the verdict which, 
for good or ill, put Dan out of the odour of sanctity.— H all Caine. 

You are the middle-aged father of grown-up sons and daughters, a magistrate, a 
church member, who keeps regular hours, and calls up his servants to prayers and so 
forth— all that belongs to the essence of respectability and the odour of sanctity.— 
Sarah Tytler. 

Off. — To he of'—to refuse to come to an agreement. F. 

At last when his hand was on the door they offered him twelve thousand five hun- 
dred. He begged to consider of it. Ho, they were peremptory. If he was off, they 
were off,— C. Eeade. 

Well off—m comfortable circumstances. P. 

He seemed to be very well off as he w'as. — Miss Austen. 

Be off with you I — go away ! C. A peremptory order. 

** Be off with you 1 Get away, you minx !” he shouted.— H. R. Haggard. 

Off and on — at intervals; sometimes working, sometimes doing noth- 
ing, C. 

They (Garibaldi and Mazzini) off and on fell out like the heroes of some old epic.— 
Contemporary Review, 18S8. 

“Dear me! Now that’s very interesting,” said Mr. Josceline; “you could have 
got two shillings a line, if you pleased, for writing a poem that took you how long?” 

“ "Well, perhaps two months, off and on.” — James Payn. 

Off-hand — (adj.) free and easy; without stiffiiess. P. 

Having a bluff, off-hand manner, which passed for heartiness, and considerable 
powers of pleasing when he liked, he went down with the school in general for a 
good fellow enough. — T. Hughes. 

”(adv. ) without preparation or calculation ; immediately. P. 

The strong-minded Lady Southdown quite agreed in both proposals of her son-in- 
law, and was for converting Miss Crawley off-hand. — Thacker.ay. 

He can give you off-hand any information about the capital you may want. 

Off hy heart — committed to memory. P. 

A day or two afterwards, Mr. Quirk, in poring over that page in the fourth volume 
of Blackstone's Commentaries where are to be found the passages which have been 
already quoted (and which both Quirk and Gammon had got off by heart), fancied 
he had at last hit upon a notable crotchet.— S. Warren. 

Off one’s head — crazed ; distracted. G. 

The fact was, the excellent old lady was rather off her head with excitement.— 
James Payn. 
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Off colour — shady ; disreputable. F. 

His reputation and habits being a trifle off colour, as the phrase is, he had fallen 
back on a number of parasitical persons, who, doubtless, earned a liberal commission 
on the foolish purchases they induced him. to make. — W m. BlaciL 

Office, — To cjive the office — to forewarn ; to tell beforehand. S. 

Then back after me ; I’ll give you the office. Ill mark you out a good claim.— 
C. Beade. 

Oh. — Oh yes— a corruption of oyez (listen), the cry of heralds making a 
proclamation. S. 

■Well, then, said the crier, “Oh yes I oh yes I His Majesty’s— I mean her 
Majesty’s — court is now opened.” — Haliburton. 

Oil. — To oil one's old loig — to make the person drunk- North of 
England slang. 

To pour oil on troubled ivater's — to pacify matters ; to act as peace- 
maker. P. 

In my telegrams and letters to The Times I did all in my power to throw oil on the 
troubled waters, by explaining mutual misunderstandings, and combating the false 
accusations made on both sides.— H. Mackenzie ’W’^allace. 

Used of the actual process. 

Not a barrel of water fell upon the Arno’s deck. I believe this may with safety be 
claimed as one of the earliest recorded instances of the practical application of oil 
to the troubled waters.— ^cri5ne?'’s Magazinet 1SS7. 

Oil of palms — money. S. See Palm. 

To strike oil — [a) to come upon a bed of petroleum. P. 

I knew it (the oil) was there, because I’d been in Pennsylvania and learned the 
signs ; it was only the question whether I should strike it.— Besant and Bice. 

(6) to make a valuable discovery of any kind. S. 

Ointment. — A fly in the ointment — that which spoils the freshness or 
excellence of anything. C. See Bible (Eccles. x. 1). 

The homely vein running through her own four daughters, of whom not one was 
really pretty, and some were really plain, was a very blue-bottle in my lady’s oint- 
ment.— Mrs. E. Lynn Linton. 

O.K. — O.K. — facetious contraction for “ all correct” = “all right.” 

Old. — Old as the hills — ^very ancient. C. 

My dear child, this is nothing new to me — to any one. What you have experi- 
enced is as old as the hiUs.— Florence Marryat. 

An old maid — an unmarried woman who has passed the usual age for 
marriage, and is likely to die single. P. 

During her papa’s life, then, she resigned herself to the manner of existence here 
described, and was content to be an old maid. — Thackeray. 



Olive 


[ 230 ] 


One 


Olive. — ^0 ^old out the olive branch — to make overtures of reconcilia- 
tion. P. 

The sudden appearance in these circumstances of Chamberlain with the olive 
branch in his mouth adds piquancy to the scene . — The Times, ISSO. 

An oUve~hranch~&. child. P. See Ps. cxxviii. 3. The Bible expression 
is olive plant ; “ Thy wife shall be as a fruitful vine by the sides of 
thy house : thy children like olive plants round thy table.” 

This young olive-branch, notorious under the n.imo ot Timothy’s Bess’s Ben, had 
advanced beyond the group of women and children.— -G eouge Eliot. 

The lodgers to whom Crowl had made allusion, under the designation of “the 
Kenwigses,” were the wife and olive branches of one hir. Kenwigs, a turner in ivory. 
—Dickens. 

On^—Onfor aiiything — ready to engage in it. S. 

Are you on for a row on the river? 

Once.— and for finally ; irrevocably. P. Also once for all. 

I must tell you once and for all that you will get nothing by kneeling to me.— H. 
B. Haggard. 

Once ttpon a time—s, somewhat old-fashioned and pedantic plirase used 
to introduce an incident or story which took place at spme indefinite 
time in the past. P. 

Once upon a time— of all the good days in the year, on Christmas eve— old Scrooge 
sat busy in his counting-house. — D ickens. 

Once in a way — sometimes ; at long intervals ; on rare occasions. C. 
Also found in the form once and away> 

She knew he was of no drunken kind, yet once in a way a man might take too 
much. — B lackmore. 

’Tis but for once and away.— M aria EDGE■^^0h''rH. 

Once and again — ^repeatedly ; often. C. 

I have told you once and again that you must not smoke in this room. 

One. — One of these days — soon ; shortly. C. 

He repeatedly reasoned and remonstrated with Mr. Titmouse on the impropriety 
of many parts of his conduct— Titmouse generaUy acknowledging, with much appear- 
ance of compunction and sincerity, that the earl had too much ground for complaint, 
and protesting that he meant to change altogether one -of these days. — S. Warren. 

One too many for a person — ^niore powerful or cunning than he. P. 

I rather fancy we shall be one too many for him. — W. E. Norris. 

At one — agreed ; in harmony ; of the same mind. P. 

We have read treatises hy the dozen on style and rhetoric from Blair to Bain, and 
there is none that we should be inclined ourselves to adopt as a class-book. So far, 
we are at one with Mr. Morley. — Journal of MV'Cation, 18ST . 

One-horse — third-rate ; poor ; insignificant. S. 

One of them destroyed Manitoulin, my island of the blest, with a few contemptu- 
ous criticisms. It was, he declared, a very one-horse sort of place. — W. H. 
Bussell. 
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O.P, — O.P. — ^publishers' contraction for “ out of print.” Also for old 
prices,” in connection with the O.P. Piot at new Covent Garden 
Theatre in 1809, when the prices were raised. 

Open. — With open arms — gladly ; with a warm welcome. P. ♦ 

They were both received with open arms by the mayor and old Dewar. — 0. Eeade. 

An open secret — a piece of information not formally declared, yet known 
to every one. P. 

It was an open secret that almost every one (of Lord Palmerston’s ecclesiastical 
appointments) was virtually made by Lord Shaftesbury. — Leisure Hour, 18S7. 

Open as the day — utterly without deception or hypocrisy. C. 

Open as the day, he made no secret of the fact that he was alone in the world.— 
James Payn. 

Arthur, on the other hand, learned quite everything about her, for her life was 
open as the day.— H. E. Haggard. 

Open sesame — a phrase which causes doors to open. See, in the Arabian 
Nirjhts^ Entertainments, the story of Ali Baba and the Forty Thieves. 
When Ali Baba uttered the words ‘‘Open sesame,” the door of the 
robbers’ cave opened. 

The French do not believe in love. This is a sweeping statement, it may be said, 
but if not accepted as a fundamental truth, the surest of all open sesames to the 
arcana of French society fails the observer.— Review, 1SS7, 

The spell loses its power; and he who should then hope to conjure with it would 
find himself as much mistaken as Cassim in the Arabian tale, when he stood crying, 
“ Open wheat,” “ Open barley,” to the door which obeyed no sound but “ Open 
sesame.”— Macaulay. 

To open the hall. See Ball. 

An open question — a fact or doctrine about which different opinions are 
permitted. P. 

Whether the army is sufficiently organized, or sufficiently provided, or sufficiently 
well led, may be an open question, — Spectator, 1S87. 

To open the eyes of a person — to make him aware of the I’eal state of 
affairs. C. 

This last fiagrant case of injustice opened the commissioner’s eyes. 

Opinion. — To he of opinion — to judge ; to consider. P. 

Mr . Gladstone was of opinion that the tax was inexpedient. 

Mrs. Sedley was of opinion that no power on earth would induce Mr. Sedley to 
consent to the match between his daughter and the son of a man who had so shame- 
fully, wickedly, and monstrously treated him. — Thackeray. 

Orange, — Orange blossoms — ^brides wear orange blossoms. C. 

“ How is the amiable and talented Mr. Staunton ?” inquired this person jocosely ; 
“and what has he come to this lovely retreat for? To gather orange blossoms?” 
(get a bride). — W. E. Norris. 

A suched orange — a man whose powers are exhausted. S. 

By this time Dibdin was a sucked orange ; his brain was dry. 
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Order. — To talce order — to take steps or measures; to make provi- 
sion. P. 

Is any rule more plain than this, that whoever voluntarily gives to another irre- 
sistible power over human beings is bound to take order that such power shall not be 
barbarously abused ?— Macaulay. 

To take orders — to become a clergyman. P. 

Though he never could be persuaded to take orders, theology was his favourite 
study. — Macaulay, 

1% orders — ^lielonging to the clerical profession. P. 

“ What ! ” interrupted I, “ and were you indeed married by a priest, and in 
orders?” (a regular clergyman).— Goldsmith. 

The order of the day — what every one is striving after. C. 

“ Think no more of love, but as much as you please of admiration ; dress yourself 
as fast as you can,” said Miss Broadhurst ; “ dress, dress is the order of the day.” — 
Mama Edgewobth. 

Economy in the public service is the order of the day . — Westminster JlevieWf Dec. 
1837. 

The orders of the day — the list of agenda in a legislative body ; for 
example, the House of Commons. 

Other. — The other day — lately ; some time ago. C. 

Did you see what the brigands did to a fellow they caught in Greece the other day? 
— H. R. Hag GAUD, 

Out. — To he out — to be mistaken. P. 

“ Oh, there you are out, indeed, Cousin Wright ; she’s more of what you caU a prude 
than a cofl[uette.”— Maria Edgewobth. 

To he out with any one — to have a disagreement with the person, P. 

If you are out with him, then I shall not visit him. 

Out-and-out — thoroughly ; completely. C,' 

Now, I’m as proud of the house as any one. I believe it’s the best house in the 
school, out-and-out.— Hughes. 

To have it out with any one — to have an altercation with some one on a 
certain subject. C. 

One day when the two old officers return from their stroll, Mrs. Bunch informs the 
colonel that she has had it out with Eliza.— Thackebay. 

Out of the way — odd ; quaint ; unusual. P. 

Besides, he had always something amusing to say that lessened our toil, and was 
at once so out of the way, and yet so sensible, that I loved, laughed at, and pitied 
him.— Goldsmith. 

Owt of sorts — (a) indisposed ; not in good bodily condition. C. 

I am out of sorts, however, at present; cannot write. Why? 1 cannot tell.— 
Macaulay. 
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(b) in bad humour ; ill-pleased. C. 

"W as this the pale, sad soul who had come away from England with us, out of sorts 
with the world, and almost aweary of her life? — \V m. Black. 

To out-Herod Htrod — to be extravagant in one’s language ; to storm as 
an actor. P. Herod was a typical tyrant, 

“ I fancy,” said he, “ your praise must be ironical, because in the very two situa- 
tions you mention I think I have seen that player out-Herod Herod, or, in other 
words, exceed all his extravagance.”— Smollett. 

Out of j[>lace — unsuitable; improper. P. 

All this delicate consideration for the feelings of an impecunious young person was 
deplorable and out of place.— James Payn. 

Out of pocTcet — (a) actually paid. C. As in the phrase ‘‘out of pocket 
expenses.” 

[h) put to expense. (J. 

Mephistopheles, either because he was a more philosophic spirit or was not the one 
out of pocket, took the blow more coolly. — C. Beade. 

He was both out of pocket and out of spirits by that catastrophe. —Thackeuay. 

Old of print. See Print. 

Out of collar — without a place. Servants’ slang. 

The did butler has been out of collar since last autumn. 

Out at elbows. See Elbow. 

Out of the question. See Question. 

Out of the wood — escaped from a difficulty or danger. C. 

You are not out of the wood (safe from danger) yet. 

The excess of women over men makes it impossible for all to be married — Mormon- 
ism not being our way out of the wood (of escape from this difficulty). 

An out-and-outer — a thorough-going fellow; one pre-eminent in any 
capacity. S. 

Master Clive was pronounced an out-and-outer. — Thackeray. 

Outrun. — To outrun the constable — to become bankrupt. C. 

A minute of the financial board, published in the Camlridge Reporter, shows that 
the university is in danger of outrunning the constable. — Journal of Education, 1SS7. 

Over, — Over and above — in addition ; besides ; extra. P. 

Well, she didn’t think somehow that Zee-Zeet was over and above (excessively) 
well-offi. — English Illustrated Magazine, 1SS6. 

Over and over — frequently ; repeatedly. P. 

She had (heard) though— over and over again. For it was Toby’s constant topic. — 
Dickens. 

Over the left — understand the contrary of what is said. >S. 

The cook will suit you very well— over the left. 

Exp. — He will not suit you at all. 
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Overland. — An overland farm—^ farm witiiout any house upon it. 
Devonshire dialect. 

Owl. — To take owl — to be offended. S. 

Own. — To own up — to confess. C. 

Wliat do you want I should own up about a thing for, when I don’t feel wrong.— 
W. D. Howells. 


P 

P, — To mind o?ie’s^’s and qs — to be careful in one’s behaviour. C. 

I think that this world is a very good sort of world, and that a man can get along 
in it very well if he minds his jp’s and q’s.— A. Trollope. 

And to have to mind my p’s and ^’s is what I don’t like.—PLOEENCB IMarryat. 

To bep and q — to be of the first quality. F. 

Bring in a quart of maligo, right true, 

And look, you rogue, that it be p and q,— R owlands (1613). 

Pace. — To try an animaV s paces ; to put an animal throurjh its paces — 
to find out how it goes. P. A horse walks, ambles, trots, canters, 
gallops — these are its different paces, which an intending purchaser 
will examine before he strikes a bargain. 

I had, in the usual forms, when I came to the fair, put my horse through all its 
paces.-— G oldsmith. 

To try a man’s paces — to see what are his qualities. F. 

We take him (the preacher) at first on trial, for a Sabbath or two, to try his paces. 
— Haliburton. 

To keep pace with — to keep alongside of ; to go at the same speed as ; to 
progress equally wdth. P. 

Agriculture (in the States) has kept pace with manufacturing industry, while it has 
far outstripped commerce. — Edinburgh Revieio, 1SS$. 

Old as I am, I feel a pleasure in making any person whom I meet on the way put 
his horse to the full gallop to keep pace with my trotter.— Haliburtox. 

Pack, — To talk pack-thread — to use improper language skilfully dis- 
guised. S. 

To he packing — to go off ; to leave a place. S. 

Now, be packing; I do not wish to see you again. 

To pack cards — to cheat ; to act unfairly. C. 

She has packed cards with Csesar (entered into a deceitful compact with Csesar).— 
Shakespeare. 
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To send a man packing — to dismiss him summarily j to send him 
off. F. 

Is none of my lads so clever as to send this judge packing ?— -Macaulay. ■ 

Pad . — A pad in the straw — something wrong. F. 

To pad the hoof —to walk, F. 

What do you mean?” asked Lambert, staring in amazement. “ You would not 
have Susie pad the hoof because the bank has failed?” — Sabah Tytler. 

At length Charley Bates expressed his opinion that it was time to pad the hoof.— 
Dickens. 

Paddle. — To paddle your own canoe — to manage your own affairs with- 
out help. S. 

My wants are small, I care not at aU 
If my debts are paid when due ; 

I drive away strife in the ocean of life, 

While I paddle my own canoe.— H. Clifton. 

Paddock. — To turn paddock to haddock — to dissipate property. A pro- 
vincial Norfolk phrase. 

Paddy.— A Paddy, See Pat. 

Pagoda. — To shake the pagoda tree — to gain a fortune in an easy way. 
An Anglo-Indian phrase. 

When he had thoroughly learned this lesson he was offered a position in India, in 
the service of John Company, under whose flag, as we know, the pagoda tree was 
worth shaking (it was easy to amass a large fortune).— Mrs. E. Lynn Linton. 

Pains. — To he at pains — to take trouble ; to be careful. P. 

She delivered it for the behoof of Mr. Chick, who was a stout, bald gentleman, 
with a very large face, and his hands continually in his pockets, and w'ho had a 
tendency in his nature, to whistle and hum tunes, which, sensible of the indecorum 
of such sounds in a house of grief, he was at some pains to repress at present.— 
Dickens. 

Paint. — Paint red. See Red, 

Pair. — A iiair of stairs — a flight of stairs ; a staircase. P. 

Indeed, the hostess of that evening has since been economizing up two pair of 
stairs at Antwerp.— G. J. Whyte-Melyille. 

To pair or pair off- — (a) (of a member of Parliament) to abstain from 
voting, having made an arrangement with a memher of the opposite 
side that he shall also abstain. P. A customary Parliamentary? 
practice. 

Mr. W. B. Barbour has paired with Mr. T. Lynn Bristowe from the 14th for the 
remainder of the session . — The Scotsman, 

(6) to take as a partner. P. 

He paired off with Miss Sedley, and Jos squeezed through the gate into the gardens 
with Bebecca on his arm.— Thackeray. 
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Pale. — To leap the pale — to get into debt; to spend more than one’s 
income. S. 

Palm. — To palm off anything — ^to pass anything under false pretences ; 
to get another to accept ignorantly a false article. P. 

Once upon a time a Scotchman made a great impression on the simple native 
mind in Natal by palming off some thousands of florins among them at the nominal 
value of half-a-crown.— H. E. Haggard. 

To hear the ptcthn — to be pre-eminent. P. The leaves of the palm tree 
were used as S5rmbols of victory. A palm leaf or branch was carried 
before a conqueror. 

It was certain that with Mr. Freeman for editor, the essential element of illus- 
trative maps would not be neglected; but his own, W'hich are admirably selected, 
bear the palm. — Athenceum, 18S7. 

Of man’s miraculous mistakes, this bears the palm. — Young. 

To give the palm to — to acknowledge as superior. P. 

Having discussed the subject of nationality and love, Mr. Finch gives the palm 
without hesitation to American love. — Literary World, August 25, 1887. 

Palm oil — money. P. So called because it ‘‘greases the pahn.” 

The enterprising sight-seer who proceeds on this plan, and who understands the 
virtue of “palm oil” and a calm demeanour, is sure to see everything he cares to 
see.—C. Dickens, jun., in Dictionary of London, 

Pan, — To pan out — to result; to appear in the consequences. S. 
American slang. 

She didn’t pan out well.“-WM. Black. 

To savour of the pan. See Savoee. 

Pandora. — Pandora^s box — a collection of evils. P. In the legend of 
Prometheus, Pandora (the all-gifted goddess) is said to have brought 
from heaven a box containing all human ills, which, the lid having 
been opened, escaped and spread over the world. 

Pandora’s box was opened for him, and all the pains and griefs his imagination had 
ever figui’ed were abroad. — Mbs. E. Lvnn Linton. 

Pap. — Pa^p with a hatchet — kindness done in a very rough way, F. 

He means well, but his kindness is pap with a hatchet. 

Paper. — A paper lord — a lord of justiciary; a judge bearing the title of 
lord. C. A Scottish phrase. 

A paper war — a dispute carried on in writing. C. 

Par. — At neither above nor below the nominal value. P. 

He (George II.) gave Englishmen no concfuests, but he gave them peace and ease 
and freedom, the three per cents, nearly at par, and wheat at five and six and 
twenty shillings the quarter. — Thackeray. 
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Pari. — Pari passu — simultaneously ; in a like degree. A Latin phrase. 

Again, assuming that English repetition was taught in the lowest forms, and some 
way up the school, should it be carried on iiari passu with Latin up to the sixth?— 
Journal of Education^ ISST. 

Parisll, — Po come upon the jiarish. See Come. 

Parsnip. — Fine %mrcls butter no parsnips — fair promises do not clothe or 
feed the persons to whom they are made. C. 

Who was the blundering idiot who said that fine words butter no parsnips ? Half 
the parsnips of society are served and rendered palatable with no other sauce. — 
Thackeray. 

Part. — Part and parcel — an essential part ; what is inseparably bound 
up with something else. P. 

“ Well, Mr. Squeers,” he said, welcoming that worthy with his accustomed smile, 
of which a sharp look and a thoughtful frown were part and parcel, “how do pou 
do ? ’’—Dickens. 

The wretched Malone could not do worse, when he bribed the sexton of Stratford 
church to let him whitewash the painted etfigy of old Shakespeare, which stood 
there, in rude but lively fashion depicted to the very colour of the cheek, the eye, 
the eyebrow, hair, the very dress he used to wear — the only authentic testimony we 
had, however imperfect, of these curious parts and parcels of him. — C. Lamb. 

Of parts — able. P. 

The occasion was one which required a man of experience and parts to hold the 
office. — Edinburgh Jtiemew, 1SS6, 

The original Bingo had never been a dog of parts.— F. Anstet. 

PartMan. — A Parthian shaft — a last shot; a parting missile. P. 
The Parthians, it is said, were accustomed to shoot while retiring on 
horseback at full speed. 

Aunt Esther was right there, and that Parthian shaft she had let fly at a venture— 
“I see that it is the poet who is the favourite” — had also food for thought in it.— 
James Payn. 

Her pupil rushed after her, giving upon her own account a Parthian glance of 
wrath and indignation around the circle as she did so. — Murray's Magazine^ 18S7. 

Becky watched her marching off, with a smile upon her lip. She had the keenest 
sense of humour, and the Parthian look which the retreating Mrs. O’Dowd flung 
over her shoulder almost upset Mrs. Crawley’s gravity. — Thackeray. 

Parti, — Parti pris — prejudice; fondness for a cause already espoused, 
P. A Prench phrase. 

Still, after making allowance for parti pris, and for some lack of extended in- 
quiry, the book is valuable.— 1887. 

Pass, — To pass by — to overlook; to refrain from punishing; to ex- 
cuse. P. 

It conduces much to our content if we pass by those things which happen to our 
trouble.— Jeremy Taylor. 

God may pass by single sinners in this world. — Tillotson. 

To pass muster — to bear examination; to be sufficiently good not to be 
rejected. 0. 

There can be no serious objection to such glove encounters as are common at 
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public “assaults-at-arms,” and even tlie exhibition given by J. L. Sullivan, the 
American champion, in the City Hall, Glasgow, on Monday evening, in presence 
of three thousand spectators, may pass muster. — St Andrews G itizen, 1S88. 

Ah intruder in the throng, a comparative stranger and a secret spy, might pass 
muster and escape detection, if not absolutely, at least to a great extent.— Sarah 
Tvtlee. 

To pcoss off (as) — (a) to secure acknowledgment or recognition (as). P. 

They pass themselves off as an old married couple.— -J ambs Payn. 

One of these passengers being a child still young enough to be passed off as a child 
in arms,— H. Conway. 

(6) to cease ; to be discontinued. P. 

For a few nights there was a sneer or a laugh when he knelt down, but this passed 
off soon.— T. Hughes. 

(c) to dismiss from notice ; to let pass. P. 

Work-girls are horribly afraid of gentlemen, though they pass it off with cheek 
and chaff.—BESANT. 

To pass over — to take no notice of ; to condone. P. 

One could see she was vain, and forgive it — she had a right to he vain; that she 
was a coquette, and pass it over— her coquettishness gave piquancy to her beauty. — 

V S. Barinq-Gould. 

To come to a pretty be in a bad state. C. 

Things are coming to a pretty pass when you take me to task for not being in 
earnest. 

Passage. — A passage of arms — a dispute ; a quarrel real or playful. P. 

As for Mrs. A. and Mrs. B., it seemed as if they were unable to encounter one 
another without a passage of arms . — Good TTordSy 1887. 

Passing. — Passing rich — ^very wealthy. P. Passing is frequently used 
as an intensive by Shakespeare. 

A man he was to all the country dear, 

And passing rich on forty.pounds a year.— GonnsMiTH. 

A past~master — a thoroughly experienced person ; an old hand.” P. 

If you are ambitious of excelling in that line, you had better take a few lessons 
from your friend Monckton, who is past-master in the art of humbugging his audiences. 
— W. E. Norris. 

Pat. — A Pat^ Paddy, or Paddy ]Vhach — an Irishman. F. Abridged 
from Patrick, patron saint of Ireland. Patrick is very commonly 
used as a Cliristian name in Ireland. In the United States Mick (a 
contraction of Michael) is used for Irishmen, and Biddy (from Bridget) 
for Irishwomen. 

Here’s fun ! let the Pats have it about their ears.— T. Hughes. 

I’m Paddy ’Whack, from Ballyhack, 

Not long ago turned soldier.— Pop-aZar Son^. 

Patch . — Not to he a patch on another person — terbe in no way compar- 
able to hinr. F. 

He is not a patch on you for looks (much inferior to you in personal appearance).— 
C. Beade. 
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To ]patch u}-) a reconciliation — to return, but only in appearance, to a 
formerly friendly footing; to make a temporary truce. P. 

“ It was perturbing,’ assuredly, and it might have served, if Linda hadn’t written; 
that patched it up,” I said, laughing.— H. J^jyiEs, jun., in HaTper's Monthly^ 
February 1888. 

Patrimony. — The patrimony of St. Peter — the states of the Church ; 
the land formerly subject to the Pope. P. 

Patter. — To patter flash — to talk thieves’ language. S. 

Paul . — Paiil Pry — an inquisitive person. C. 

He (Boswell) was a slave proud of Ms servility; a Paul Pry convinced that bis own 
curiosity and garrulity were virtues. — IM acaulay. 

Pave. — To pave the way — to make ready ; to prepare the way ; to 
facilitate the introduction of. P. 

Her triumph, though, was short-lived, and but paved .the way to Lord Lytton’s 
final expedient . — Westminster RevieWy December 1887. 

Pay. — To pay out — to have satisfaction or revenge from. P. 

Did you see what the brigands did to a fellow they caught in Greece the other day 
for whom they wanted ransom ? First they sent his ear to his friends, then his nose, 
then his foot, and last of all his head. Well, dear Anne, that is just howl am going 
to pay you out.— H. R. Haggard. 

To pay court — to show flattering attentions. P. 

The very circumstance of his having paid no court to her at first operated in Ms 
favour.— IL aria Edgeworth. 

To pay the deU of nature — to die. P. 

Coleridge is just dead, having lived just long enough to close the eyes of Words- 
worth, who paid the debt of nature but a week or two before. — C. Lamb. 

To pay one’s loay — to pay one’s daily expenses without going into debt ; 
to meet one’s obligations ; to live free of debt. P. 

But it may be said as a rule, that every Englishman in the Duke of Wellington’s 
army paid his way.— Thackeray. 

A British merchant will have to sell a great many pounds of sugar and yards of 
calico before he can have earned enough to paj his way. — Spectator, 1887. 

To pay the piper. See Piper. 

The devil to pay — a severe penalty ; very serious consequences. P. 

“I must go home, else I shall be locked out.” 

‘‘ There would be the devil to pay then,” says Dick, standing up too, and stretcMng 
like a big Newfoundland.— R hod a Broughton. 

To pay through the nose — to pay an absurdly high price. C. 

Although that crafty and rapacious slave-dealer would have made him pcay through 
the nose for his treasure, knowing the physician to be a man of great wealth, he 
forbore in very shame from his extortion. — G-. A. Sala, 

Peace. — To heep the peace — a legal phrase, signifying to refrain from 
causing a disturbance.” A man who has been guilty of an offence — 
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for instance, a man who has threatened another with violence — is 
‘‘hound over to keep the peace” for a certain period under heavy 
penalties. 

Bound over to the peace — obliged to be well-behaved; under severe 
penalties in case of misbehaviour. P. 

Mr. Layard, once a daring and somewhat reckless opponent of government and 
governments, had keen bound over to the peace, quietly enmeshed in the dis- 
cipline of subordinate ofiBce. — J. M'CAaTHV. 

To hold one's peace — to keep quiet ; to be silent. P. 

She said, and held her peace ; jEneas went 
Sad from the cave. — DnYUEisr. 

Peace at any price — the name given to a party of politicians in the 
English Parliament who object to war under all conditions. P. 

The well-educated, thoughtful middle-class, who knew how much of worldly 
happiness depends on a regular income, moderate taxation, and a comfortable home, 
supplied most of the advocates of peace, as it was scornfully said, at any price.— J. 
M'Cahthy. 

Pearls. — To cast pearls before swine — to give what is precious to those 
who are unable to understand its value. P. A Biblical phrase. 

Through him the captain offered them fifteen dollars a month, and one month’s 
pay in advance, but it was like throwing pearls before swine. — E. H. Dana. 

Pecker. — One's pecher — one’s nose. S. 

To keep %p one's pecker — to be cheerful ; to keep in good spirits. S. 

Keep up your pecker, man ; you will be all right to-morrow.— C. Eeabe. 

To put up another's pecker — to irritate or displease him. S. 

He thinks he can do what he likes with me. I am not quite sure of that, if he puts 
up my pecker. 

Peep. — Poep of day — the first appearance of day. P. 

He came at peep of day. 

Peepers. — To close one's peepers — to shut one’s eyes. S. 

The next question was how long they should wait to let the inmates close their 
peepers. — C. Eeade. 

Peg. — -4 peg — a drink of brandy and water. S. An Eastern phrase. 
The full expression is “a peg in one’s coffin,” from tlie deadly effects 
of drink on Europeans in Eastern countries. 

Allow me to mix you a peg; it will enable you to take a more generous view of 
the matter. 

To peg away — to persevere. S. 

“Peg away, Eob,” said Mr. Allen to his companion, encouragingly. — Dickens. 

To take one down a peg — to lower a person’s pretensions; to humiliate 
him. F. 

The brilliant young athlete wanted taking down a peg.— Ziiemry World, 18SS. 
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To come, down a peg — to be lowered or liiimiliated. P. 

Well, he has come down a peg or tw'O, that’s all, and he don’t like it.— H. R. 
Haggabd. 

PeU. — Pell mell — in confusion ; heaped in disorder one upon the 
other. P. 

The great force crumples up like an empty glove, then turns and gallops pell mell 
for safety to its own lines.— H. R. Haggabd. 

Penny. — A pretty penny — a large sum ; much money. F. 

The owner had spent what he was wont to term playfully a pretty penny on his 
books. — George Eliot. 

A penny -dreadful — the name given to newspapers devoted to the pub- 
lication of accounts of murders, outrages, and such sensational 
news. F. 

“You fiend in human form, what is it, I wonder, that has kept me so long from 
destroying you and myself too ? Oh, you need not laugh ! I have the means to do 
it if I choose. I have had them for twenty years.” 

George laughed again hoarsely. “ Quite penny-dreadful, I declare ” (you speak, I 
assure you, in the style of a cheap sensational newspaper). — H. R. Haggard. 

Of all these there is more than an abundant supply always ready, in what may, for 
want of a better title, be called the penny-dreadfuls. — Edinburgh Eevieio, XSS7. 

A penny for your thoughts — a playful remark made to one who seems 
immersed in thought. C. The full expression would be, “111 give 
you a penny if you’ll tell me your thoughts.” 

Judy looked a little bit puzzled at this. “A penny for your thoughts, Judy,” 
says my sister. — Maria Edgeworth. 

Penny wise and pound foolish — careful about small profits or savings, 
and foolishly blind to larger and more important gains. F. 

He (the king) engaged her (the elephant) to perform gratis in the Champs Elys4es 
during the three days’ fete. Fifteen hundred francs for this. 

But Huguet was penny wise and pound foolish to agree, for it took her gloss off — 
showed her gratis to half the city. — C. Reade. 

To turn a penny. See Turn. 

To thinlo one’s penny silver — to have a good opinion of oneself. F. 

Penny gaffs — cheap places of entertainment. C. 

Penny gaffs have a dozen audiences every night. — Contemporary Review, 1SS7. 

Pepper. — Pepper-and-salt — a term applied to a kind of cloth of mingled 
black and white. C. 

One was a low-spirited gentleman of middle age, of a meagre habit, and a dis- 
consolate face, who kept his hands continually in the pockets of his scanty pepper- 
and-salt trousers. —Dickens. 

To tahe pepper in the nose — to become irritated. F. Old-fashioned. 

Because I entertained this gentleman for my ancient (standard-bearer), he takes 
pepper in the nose.— Chapman. 
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A pepper-corn rent — an insignificant or nominal rent. 

An admirable plan ! but we will take the houses first at a pepper-corn rent. — 
Beauonsfield. 

Per. — Per annum — yearly. 

Per saltum — at a bound. P. Latin. 

They imagined that with the attainment of her political freedom, Italy ought 
jpe,r saltum to have regained her place among the nations. — Spectator, January 14, 
1888. 

Per se — in itself ; apart from other considerations. P. Latin. 

He is always per se the duke.— H ugh Conway. 

Perch. — To tip over the perch — to die. P. 

Either through negligence, or want of ordinary sustenance, they both tipped over 
the perch.— U rquh ART. 

Person. — In person — not through a deputy ; with bodily presence. P. 

It is his highness’ pleasure that the queen 
Appear in person here in court. — S hakespeare. 

The curt reply brought the earl in person to Becky’s apartment.— T hackeray 

Pet. — To talce thep)et — to be needlessly offended; to sulk. F. 

You got into trouble, and when your father, honest man, was disappointed, you 
took the pet or got afraid, and ran away from punishment. — E. L. Stevenson. 

Petard. — Hoist with one’s o2on petard. See Hoist. 

Peter. — Rolling Peter to pay Paul. See Rob. 

Peter Funh—m. auction where the bidders have a secret understanding. 
See Knock-out. S, “ Peter Fimk” is the American term. 

To peter out — to cease to produce ; to fail ; to come to an end by 
degrees. S. 

It is said his Pennsylvania monopoly has petered out, and he is now obliged to get 
his supply from Canada.— Nation, 1800. 

Petticoat; — Petticoat government — ^the rule of women. F. 

This afforded fresh subject of derision to those who scorned petticoat government. 
— hlARiA Edgeworth. 

In petticoats — [a] still a child ; still in the nursery. P. 

An infant freethinker, a baby philosopher, a scholar in petticoats— a man, when 
he grew up, who knew almost everything except himself (J. S. Mill). — Mrs. 
Oliphant. 

(6) of the female sex; in the form of a woman. C. Opposed to 

“in trousers.” 

“But she is false, covetous, malicious, cruel, and dishonest”— what a friend 'in 
petticoats 1— A. Trorlope. 

He never knew when Jane might not make some extravagant display of the stu- 
dent or professor in petticoats. — S arah Tytler. 
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Petto. — In petto — in secrecy ; in reserve. P. 

AVhatever else they might hold undeclared in petto. — Nouth. 

Philadelphia. — A PhiJadelj^hia lawyer — the sharpest man living. C. 
^‘Enough to puzzle a Philadelphia lawyer,” is a phrase used with 
reference to some very perplexing matter. 

Philip. — To appeal from Philip) drunh to Philip) sober — to ask for a re- 
consideration of any case because the first decision was given without 
due gravity, the arbiter being under some engrossing influence. C. 

If they had any fault to find, let them go to her, -which -was not even appealing 
from Philip drunk to Philip sober, but rather from the lioness in the jungle to the 
lioness in the cave.— Mrs. E. Lynn Linton. 

Philosopher. — The p)hilosophefs stone — an imaginary stone, sought 
after by alchemists, which had the property of transmuting every- 
thing it touched into gold. P. 

That stone 

Philosophers in vain so long have sought. — IVIilton. 

There are a great many places of -worship about ^Yhitechapel, and many forms of 
creed, from the Baptist to the man -with the bireiia, and it would be difficult to 
select one which is more confident than another of possessing the real philosopher’s 
stone, the thing for which we are always searching, the whole truth.— Besant. 

Pick. — To pick a quarrel — to search for an occasion to quarrel. P. 

At last Dennis could stand it no longer ; he picked a quarrel with Fritz, and they 
had a battle-royal to prove which was master.— M. Arnold. 

To pick holes — to find fault ; to criticise. C. 

“ Hang the feUow,” murmured Mr. Erin to himself, “ he’s beginning to pick holes 
already.”— James Payn. 

“ That means that you have been trying to pick holes in him, and that you can’t,” 
returned ]Mrs. Lindsay a little defiantly. — W, E. Norris. 

To pick a bone loith one — to find fault with him ; to blame him. C. 

Just look at my nose, and you will soon change your mind. It’s broader, and 
flatter, and snubbier than ever. I consider that I have got a bone to pick with (reason 
to find fault with) Providence about that nose. — H. R. Haggard. 

To pick up — (a) to obtain in a chance way. C. 

He asked his friends about him, where they had picked up such a blockhead. — 
Addison. 

The young man, at least, thought his manner of looking an offence to Miss Miller; 
it conveyed an imputation that she “picked up” acquaintances. — H. James, jun. 

(&) to grow stronger ; to recover health. C. 

After he had eaten a little and had a swallow or two more of the brandy, he began 
to pick up visibly, sat straighter up, spoke louder and clearer, and looked in every 
way another man.— R. L. Stevenson. 

A pick-me-up — anything taken to restore the strength ; a tonic. E. 

I find the syrup you gave me a capital pick-me-up. 
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To pick off— to kill separately ; to shoot one by one. P, 

He (the war correspondent) now marches with the van, goes out with the forlorn 
hope, sits down in the thick of the fight with his note-book, and takes ten men’s 
share of the bullets. Consequently ho sometimes gets picked off. — B esant. 

To pick to piece.9 — to criticise harshly ; to find fault with in a jealous 
fashion. F. 

The ladies were drinking tea, and picking their neighbours to pieces. 

To p)ick d hole in a man's coat — ^to find fault with him j to find a weak 
place in his character. F. 

It is difiStCult to pick a hole in our minister’s coat ; ho performs his duties too faith- 
fully. 

The pick of the basket — the very best of anything. C. 

It cannot be pretended that we have thus far succeeded in obtaining the pick of the 
basket.— J>aiZy Telegraphy 1S85. 

Pickle. — To have a rod in pickle for any one — to have a punishment in 
store for any one. F. 

I have a rod in pickle for Tom when he returns home. 

Pickwickian. — In a Pickwickian sense — in a merely technical sense, not 
applicalde elsewhere. P. A phrase taken from Dickens’s Pickwick 
Papers: “ He had used the word in its Pickwickian sense.” 

Pie. — To go to pie — to fall into confusion. P. 

Your military ranked arrangements going all (as the typographers say of set types 
in a similar case) rapidly to pie.— C aelyle. 

Piece. — To give another apiece of one's mind — to speak bluntly and un- 
ceremoniously to him ; to tell him unpleasant truths. C. 

On the doorstep of the house where Hilda lodged, stood her landlady giving a 
piece of her mind to a butcher-boy, both as regarded his master’s meat and his per- 
sonal qualities. — H. B. Haggajid. 

Of a piece with — similar to ; like. P. 

Scarcely any other part of his life was of a piece with that splendid commence- 
ment.— M aca UL.AY. 

To piece out — {a) to increase in length. P. 

Whether the piecing out of an old man’s life is worth the pains, I cannot tell.— S ib 
W. Temple. 

[h] to arrange from scattered materials; to put together so as to 

foima a whole. P. 

Piece out my history in connection with young Walter Gay, and what he has made 
me feel; and think of me more leniently, James, if you can.— D ickens, 

Piecexmrk — work done and paid for by each separate article made or job 
finished, and not by the day or the hour. P. 

Nothing could be a more noble spectacle than that of myself working at a lathe for 
nothing in* the old days: would it be quite as noble at the brewery doing piece- 
work ?— Besant, 
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Pi5ce. — Piece de redstance — the principal dish at a banq^uet ; the chief 
article. 0. French. 

The rough fare of the ship’s crew, of which the pihce de resistance was the hardest 
of Dutch cheese. — R. Buchanan. 

Pied. — A jmd d terre — a place where one can alight; a convenient 
house of one’s own. P. French. 

Mr. Harding, however, did not allow himself to be talked over into giving up his 
own and only piec? d terre in the High Street. — A. Tuollope. 

Pig.-^ 2 ncf in a 'poize — something bought without inspection; goods 
accepted and paid for blindly. F. 

He would have greatly preferred to have the precious manuscript, like the others, 
for nothing ; but, after all, what was demanded of him was better than being asked 
to give hard cash for a pig in a poke.— James Payn. 

A pig's lohisper — (a) a very loud whisper. S. 

(b) a very short space of time. S. 

To drive one's pigs to marlzet — to snore. F. 

To bring one's pigs to a pretty marlzet — to sell at a loss ; to manage one’s 
affairs badly. F. 

“ He never could have brought his pigs to a worse market,” observed Sawbridge. — 
Captain Mahryat. 

To go to pigs and whistles — to be dissipated ; to go to utter ruin. F. 

“ Do you know what has happened in your absence? ” 

Lambert nodded. “ That the concern has gone to pigs and whistles,” he said 
defiantly.— Sarah Tytler. 

Pigeon, — Pigeon or pidgin English — the corrupt language, half English 
and half Chinese, used in commercial transactions throughout the far 
East. P. 

The grammar of pidgin English is not English but Chinese.— Sayce. 

To pluclz a pigeon — to cheat a simpleton ; to fleece a greenhorn. P. 

“ Here comes a nice pigeon to pluck,” said one of the thieves.— C. Reads. 

Pigeon's millz — an imaginary substance, which simple hoys are sent to 
purchase on All Fools’ Day (April 1). F. 

Pile. — To maize a pile — to realize a fortune ; to get wealthy. F. 

On the other hand, if the old man should only go on for another year or two he 
would make that little pile, and a very comfortable little pile it would be. — Besant. 

Pill. — To gild the pill. See Gild. 

To sxigar the pill. See Sugar. 

A bitter or hard pill to swallow — a disagreeable experience to undergo ; 
something woimding to the pride. C. 

Sir Hamilton could not help recognizing the truth of this observation, but Metter* 
nich made him swallow another bitter pill (listen to another disagreeable truth). — 
Public Opinion, 1886. 
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Pillar. — From ^pillar to post — ^from one refuge to another ; hither and 
thither. P. 

I’m afraid we shall be pretty well knocked about from pillar to post during- the 
next month. — yLOB-ENCE IMarhyat. 

Pin. — Pins and needles — ^the tingling sensation in a limb which has been 
benumbed. C. 

A man may tremble, stammer, and show other signs of recovered sensibility no 
more in the range of his acquired talents than pins and needles after numbness. — 
George Eliot. 

On the pin — watchful. F, 

He -was on the pin to see who should be chosen. 

To pin o?^e’s faith — to fix one’s trust. C. 

Those who pinned their faith for better or for worse to the pack.— 1885. 

Pin money — money granted to a wife for her small personal expenses. 
P. Pins formerly were costly, and formed a considerable share of such 
expenditure. 

The day that Miss Rayne becomes Lady Coombe I will settle a thousand a year on 
her for her private use, and so she’ll be independent, and have as much pin money 
as she’ll know how to do with.— Florence IVIarryat. 

Pinch. — At or on a pineh — in a difficulty. P. 

They at a pinch can bribe a vote.— S wift. 

Instead of writing, as on a pinch he loved to write, straight on from his somewhat 
late and lazy breakfast until the moment of dinner found liim hungry and com- 
placent, with a heavy task successfully performed, he was condemned, for the first 
time in his life, to the detested necessity of breaking the labours of the day by 
luncheon.— Trevelyan, in Life of Macaulay. 

To feel ivhere the shoe pinches. See Shoe. 

Pink. — A pinh coat — the dress worn by huntsmen in England. C. 

But he absented himself from home on the occasion of every meet at Ullathorne, 
left the covers to their fate, and could not be persuaded to take his pink coat out of 
the press, or his hunters out of the stable. — A. Trollope. 

He (the actual French dandy) has a wondrous respect for English “gentlemen 
sportsmen he imitates their clubs sports his pink out hunting.— Thackeray. 

Pipe. — To pipe one’s eye — to weep. S. 

He then began to eye his pipe, 

And then to pipe his eye. — H ood. 

To put a person's pipe out — to discomfit him ; to disappoint bis 
plans. 

James Crawley's pipe is put out. — Thackeray. 

He couldn’t think of putting the squire’s pipe out after that fashion.— H ali- 

BURTON. 

Put that in your pipe and smolce it — listen to that remark and think over 
it. F. This saying generally accompanies a rebuke. 

‘‘And always put this in your pipe, Holly,” said the Dodger, as the Jew was heard 
unlocking the door above, “if you don’t take fogies and tickers.” — Dickens. 



Piper 


[ 247 ] 


Place 


Piper. — To jpay the ^pi'per — ^to defray the cost of an entertainment. P. 

“ Ay, races and balls, fine clothes and fine eating, them’s the ways of the gentle- 
folks, and we pay the piper,” growled a humble cynic.— Sarah Tytler. 

Pipers’ news — stale news. P. 

Pis, — A pis alien — a desperate resource ; a last shift. P. French. 

I have no idea of becoming a pis alUr if this hare-brained peer should change 
his mind.— G. J. Whyt e-Melville. 

Pitch. — To pitch and pay — to pay ready money. Old-fashioned. 

To pitch a yarn — to tell a wonderful story. S. 

The skipper is in great glee to-night ; he pitches his yarns with gusto.— CTiam&ers’s 
Journal, 1835. 

To pitch in or into — to attack vigorously. F. Used either of actual 
blows or abusive language. 

That curious fancy for pitching in at people they only half disapprove, which 
marks a certain kind of English audience— or, indeed, every kind, if the pitching is 
only improved into “ invective,” and becomes “an ornament of debate”— is deeply 
gratified by Mr. Labouchere. —S^jecfator, 1887. 

“ But if he should pitch into you, sir ? ” 

“ Then he will pitch into a man twice as strong as himself.”— C. Re ape. 

“ Dear Tom, I ain’t going to pitch into (scold) you,” said Arthur piteously.— 
T. Hughes. 

To pitch it strong — to act or speak very warmly. F. 

I wonder he did not overdo it then, he pitched it so strong.— Telegraph, 
1SS5. 

Pitchers. — Pitchers have ears — there are listeners who may hear. C. 
A proverbial expression. Also, ‘‘Little pitchers have long ears,” — 
young persons are quick of hearing. 

Pitchers have ears, and I have many servants. — Shakespeare. 

The child might be somehow mistaken, or the old woman might have misread the 
address. But that was unlikely; and if it had been so, surely Miss Gray, knowing 
that little pitchers have ears, would have porrected the mistake. — Sarah Tytler. 

Place. — Out of place — unsuitable. P. 

The words were colourless in themselves, but there was a hard, unfriendly, and 
superior tone in them rather out of place in a house where she was a guest.— 
C. Reade. 

Give place — yield; retire. P. 

Victorious York did first, with famed success, 

To his known valour, make the Dutch give place. — Dryden. 

The rustic honours of the scythe and share 

Give place to swords and plumes, the pride of war. — Dbydek. 

To give place to — to make room for. 

Dr. Swift is turned out of his stall and deanery-house at St. Patrick’s, to give place 
to Pather Dominic from Salamanca. — Thackeray. 
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To take place — {a) to happen, P. 

It is stupidly foolish to venture our salvation upon an experiment, which we have 
all the reason imaginable to think God will not suffer to take place.— Atteubuky. 

(6) to take precedence. P. 

As a British freeholder, I should not scruple taking place of a Trench marquis.— 
AnniaoN. 

In place — (a) present. Old-fashioned. 

Then was she fair alone, when none was fair in place. — Edmuni) Spenbeu. 

(&) suitable ; appropriate. P. 

He did not think the remark in place. 

Plaguy. — A plaguy sight — very much ; exceedingly. S. 

The lawyers looked like so many ministers, all dressed in black gowns and white 
bands on, only they acted more like players than preachers, a plaguy sight (very 
much more).— H alliburton. 

Plain. — Plain as a pike-staff— yotj plain or evident. C. 

Prune it of a few useless rights and literal interpretations of that sort, and our 
religion is the simplest of all religions, and makes no barrier, but a union, between 
us and the rest of the world.” 

“ Plain as a pike-staff” (that is very evident), said Pack, with an ironical laugh.— 
George Eliot. 

Plain work — sewing that is not ornamental. P. 

They understand their needle, broadstitch, and all manner of plain work.— Gold- 
smith. 

She does beefsteaks and plain work.— Thackeray. 

Plank. — To imlk the plank. See Walk. 

Platonic. — Platonic love — love with no mixture of sexual passion. P. 

There are not many men who could have observed Mrs. Lecount entirely from the 
Platonic point of view. — W ilkie Collins. 

Play. — To play the devil, deuce, or mischief with — to injure; to hurt 
seriously. P. 

In short, in your own memorable words, to play the very devil with everything 
and everybody. — Dickens. 

The master-gunner and his mates, loading with a rapidity the mixed races could 
not rival, hulled the schooner well between wind and water, and then fired chain 
shot at her masts, as ordered, and began to play the mischief with her shrouds and 
rigging.— C. Eeade, 

To hring into play — to give an opportunity for the exercise of. P. 

The very incongruity of their relative relations brought into play all his genius. — 
A. Ainger. 

To play one false — to deceive one. P. 

“Now, look you here, Anne,” said George in a sort of hiss, and standing over her 
in a threatening attitude, “ I have suspected for some time that you were playing me 
false in this business, and now I am sure of it.” — H. R. Haggard. 
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To 'play fast and loose. See East. 

To play one^s cards — to carry out a sclieme. C. 

We have seen how Mrs. Bute, having the game in her hands, had really played her 
cards too well. — Thackeray. 

To play into a person'^s hands — to act for the benefit of another person ; 
to manage matters so that, unknowingly, another person, often an 
enemy, is benefited. P. 

This is simply playing into the hands of lazy ne’er-do-weels (good-for-nothings). 
— Observer, 1SS5. 

To play truant — to stay from school without leave ; to absent oneself 
without leave. P. Properly a school phrase ; elsewhere used play- 
fuUy. 

“ What ! ” said George, who was, when in an amiable mood, that worst of all cads, 
a jocose cad, “are you going to play truant (go off without permission), too, my 
pretty cousin?”— H. E. Haggard. 

To play one person off against another — to use two people for one’s own 
purposes ; to make two people act upon each other, so as to bring 
about a desired result. P. 

On the occasion referred to the quick-witted old crone saw her chance in a mo- 
ment, and commenced to play off one of her visitors against the other with consum- 
mate skill.— A. Jessopp. 

To make play — to take the lead; to lead off. E. A phrase taken from 
the race-course. 

Gray Parrot made play with Duke of Richmond and Florio next.— DaiZi/ TelajraiDh, 
1885. 

Played out — of no further service ; exhausted ; bereft of force. P. 

There is a popular impression amongst the vulgar of this country and of America, 
that the part of sovereign has been long since played out. — Westminster JReview, 
1887, 

Is our civilization a failure ? 

Or is the Caucasian played out? — Bret Harte. 

Prom some reason or another examinations were rather played out (rejected as of 
little value).— Dai Jy Telegraph, 1885. 

To play the rdle of — to act the part of ; to behave as. P. A theatrical 
phrase. 

The fire in the cave was an unusually big one that night, and in a large circle 
round it were gathered about thirty-five men and two women, Ustane and the 
woman to avoid whom Job had played the role of another scriptural character. — H. 
R. Haggard. 

To play one tricks — to cheat or deceive; to be untrustworthy. E. Used 
playfully. 

He was now an old man, but active still and talkative. His memory played 
him tricks (was untrustworthy).— Besant. 
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To play a part — to be deceitful ; to be double-faced ; to dissimulate. P. 

“ I really am much obliged to you, my aunt,” said John, utterly astonished to find 
that she possessed a heart at aU, and had been more or less playing a part all the 
evening. — H. B. Haggaub. 

To play up to another — to accommodate oneself to another’s peculiarities 
so as to gain some advantage. F. 

There is your playing up toady, who, unconscious to its feeder, is always playing 
up to its feeder’s weaknesses.— B eacons fi ebb. 

ChilTs play — easy work. P. 

The work of reformation is child’s play to that of making your friends believe you 
have reformed.— H ugh Conway. 

Please. — Please the pigs — if all be well. F. 

“Please the pigs,” then said Mr. Avenel to himself, “I shall pop the question.” — 
Bulwer Lytton. * 

“ And,” he observed to himself, as he watched his friend retreating to his bed- 
room, and took his own candle, “ once back to London, I’ll speak to the doctor, and, 
please the pigs, you shall marry Kate before you’re si.-?: months older. — Mistletoe 
Dough, ISSB. 

If you please. See If. 

Pleased cls Punch — highly pleased. F. 

Old Staines is as pleased as Punch — W. E. Norrih. 

You could skip over to Europe whenever you wished. Mamma would be as 
pleased as Punch.— R. Grant. 

Ploilgll. — To put one^s hand to the plough — to commence serious work ; 
to undertake important duties. P. A Biblical phrase. “And Jesus 
said unto him, No man, having put his hand to the plough, and look- 
ing back, is fit for the kingdom of God ” (Luke ix. 62). 

To have been the first publicly to proclaim this principle is no mean boast ; and 
now that they have put their hand to the plough, the preceptors will certainly not 
look h 2 i.dk. —Journal of Education, 1SS7. 

To hole bach from the plough — to abandon work that has been seriously 
undertaken. P. ' 

To he ploughed — to fail to pass in an examination. College slang. 
Plucked is also so used. 

I am sure to be ploughed at the final examination. 

Pluck. — To pluck up courage or one's heart or one's spirits — to regain 
confidence ; to throw fear aside. C. 

He willed them to pluck up their hearts. — K nollys. 

Pluck up thy spirits.— S hakespeare. 

Carlo sat and whimpered, and then wagged his tail, and plucked up more and more 
spirit.— C. Reade. 

To pluck off— to descend in rank or title ; to lower oneself. C. 
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Plume. — To plume oneself upon — to be proud of ; to boast regarding. P, 

The idea of a man pluming himself on his •nxtvL6.— Daily Telcfjmph, 18S5. 

Nay, very likely Mrs. Bute Crawley thought her act was quite meritorious, and 
plumed herself upon her resolute manner of performing it.— Thackeray. 

Borrotved plumes — ornaments which do not belong to the wearer. P. 

know some people do not care to appear in borrowed plumes,” the elder woman 
went on.— Sarah Tytler. 

Pocket. — To put one's hand in one's poclcet — to he charitable,* to give 
money in charity, C. 

I daresay Dr. Goodenough, amongst other philanthropists, put his hand in his 
pocket.— George Eliot. 

To put one's pride in Okie's poclcet — to lay aside one’s pride for the time 
being ; to be humble for the moment. C. 

If Miss Blanche should ask you how we are getting on, Rachel, put your pride in 
your pocket, mind that.— G. J. Whyte-Melville. 

To he in pocket — to be a gainer. P. 

Yet I’m none the better for it in pocket.— D ickens. 

To he out of pocket — to lose ; to be a loser. P. 

Mephistopheles, either because he was a more philosophic spirit, or was not the one 
out of pocket (who had lost money), took the blow more coolly.— C. Reade. 

All idea of a peerage was out of the question, the baronet’s two seats in Parlia- 
ment being lost. He was both out of pocket and out of spirits by that catastrophe.— 
Thackeray. 

A pocket borough — a borough where the electors were so few in number 
that a single powerful personage could control elections and send his 
own nominee to Parliament. P. 

In the autumn of 1834 he (Disraeli) is full of his possible return for Wycombe, 
which was practically a pocket borough. — Edinburgh Review, 1886. 

To pocket an insult — to submit to an insult without retaliating or show- 
ing displeasure. P. 

The remark was a rude one, but the man chose to pocket the insult. 

Shakespeare uses pocket up in this sense, — 

Well, ruffian, I must pocket up these wrongs. 

To pocket dibs — to receive salary or profits. S. 

“What gives a man position,” said Tommy, “is to make other beggars do the 
work and to pocket the dibs yourself.” — ^B esant. 

iVofe.— Beggars is here merely a slang term for “people,’' “men.” 

A pocket-pistol — a jocular name for a flask to carry liquor. P. 

Coming from Newman Noggs, and obscured still further by the smoke of his 
pocket-pistol (his tipsy condition), it became wholly unintelligible, and involved in 
utter darkness.— D ickens. 
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Point. — To malce a point o/~to "be very careful about; to take care not 
to omit. P. 

When his sister went out to market he made a point of waiting for Sophy’s coming 
down to the drawing-room.— Jamek Payk. 

To stretch a point — to make an exception ; to observe a rule less strictly. 

P. 

Oh, I suppose I shall have to stretch a point when I invite people to my house.— 
Jambs Payn. 

Point hlanh — directly ; plainly ; explicitly. P. 

Praise everybody, I say to such. Never be squeamish, but speak out your com- 
pliment both point blank in a man’s face and behind his back, when you know 
there is a reasonable chance of his hearing it again. — Thackeray. 

So she refused you, Uppy— refused you point blank, did she?— G. J. Whyte- 
Melville, 

To carry one's point — to obtain an object sought for ; to persuade others 
to act as you wish. P. 

Lady Clonbrony was particularly glad that she had carried her point about this 
party at Lady St. James’s.— Maria Edgeworth. 

To point a moral — to give force to a moral precept ; to add to the moral 
force of a remark. P. 

He left the name at which the world grow pale, 

To point a moral or adorn a tale.— Johnson. 

Here at least was a judgment ready made, to point the moral of the pious and 
stimulate the fears of the timid.— Review, 1887. 

To the point — apposite ; applicable. P. 

My spoken answer, hke my written answer, was not very much to the point.— 
Belgravia, 1S86. 

To come to points — to fight with swords, P. 

They would have come to points immediately.— Smollett. 

A case in p>oint — a case which illustrates the subject under discussion. P. 

He quotes instances in point from the history of Rio Grande.— Contemporary/ 
Review, 18SS. 

Poke. — To poke fun at — to ridicule; to chaff. P. 

One was so pleased with his tutor that ho gave me a pot of beer besides my fee. I 
thought he was poking fun at me.— C. Reade. 

A pig in a poke. See Pig. 

Poker. — Old Poker — the devil. F. 

As if Old Poker was coming to take them away. — H. ‘Walpole. 

Poles. — Under hare poles — with no sails spread. P. 

We were scudding before a heavy gale, under bare poles.— Marry at. 

Polish. — To polish off— to finish ; to settle. S. 

Well, sir, I couldn’t finish him, but Bob had his coat off at once— he stood up to 
the Banbury man for three minutes, and polished him off in four rounds easy. — 
Thackeray. 
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Pons. — Pons Asinorim — the name given to the fifth problem of the 
Pirst Book of Euclid. P. See Asses’ Bridge. 

Go and bob for triangles, from the Pons Asinorum.— Thackeray. 

What was it that so fascinated the student ? Not the Pons Asinorum.— Thack- 
eray. 

Pooh. — To pooh-pooh — to ridicule; to treat with contempt. C. 

He seems to pooh-pooh the question, that it was absolutely impossible for 
Henry of Navarre to bring peace to the kingdom as long as he adhered to the Church 
of the minority. — Atkenccumf 1887. 

Poor. — Poor as a church mouse — ^very poor; having barely enough to 
live upon. P. 

“ One of our young men is just married,” Dobbin said, now coming to the point. 
“It was a very old attachment, and the young couple are as poor as church mice.” 
—Thackeray. 

Pop. — To pop corn — to parch or roast maize or Indian com until the 
grains explode with a pop.” C. An American phrase. 

To pop the question — to make a proposal of marriage. C. " 

I suppose you popped the question more than once.— D ickens. 

Position. — To be in a p>osition to — to have the time, opportunities, or 
information requisite for. C. 

The ofi&cial referred to is in a position to know (has means of knowing).— 
Telegraph, 1S85. 

You will get a good salary; I am not in a position to say (prevented by circum- 
stances from saying) exactly how much. 

Posse. — Posse comitatus — military strength of a country ; available fight- 
ing force. Latin. 

“ Only Goths, my donkey-riding friends ! ” quoth Smid, and at that ominous name 
the whole posse comitatus tried to look unconcerned.— C. Kingsley. 

Possess. — To possess oneself of— to dbtnim; to secure. P. 

We possessed ourselves of the kingdom of Naples, the duchy of Milan, and the 
avenue of Trance in Italy. — Addison. 

To possess 07ie's soul in patieiice — to refrain from worrying; to be 
patient. P. 

“ Possess your soul in patience, and in due time you shall see what you shall see,” 
answered Arthur oracularly. — W. E. Norris. 

Possession, — Possession is nine-te7iths of the law, or possession is eleven 
points in the law, and they say tlm'e are hut twelve — a dictum used to 
assert the great importance which the law attaches, in disputed cases, 
to actual possession of the disputed property. P. 

Ain’t this my husband’s place of abode? Ain’t possession nine points of the law? 
— JtrsTiN M‘Carthy. 

To take possessio7i — to occupy ; to seize. P. 

At length, having killed the defendant, he actually took possession.— Goldsmith. 
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ToSSUin. — To act ^possiim or 'play Opossum — to dissemble. S. The 
opossum has a habitj when pursued, of rolling itself up and pretending 
to be dead. 

It’s almost time for Babe to quit playing ’possum. — Scribner's Magazine, 1S86, 

Post. — To post oneself in — to obtain full information about ; to 

learn thoroughly. P. 

Tell me all about it ; what books you had to post yourself up in for your examina- 
tions, and how you came out of them. — S arah Tytler. 

Post hoc ergo propter hoc — ^because one thing follows another, therefore 
it is caused by what precedes. P. Latin. 

Post hoc ergo propter hoc may not be always safe logic. — J. B. Lowell, 

Post-and-rails tea — ^tea having a number of stalks floating in it. P. 

The tea is more frequently bad than good. The bad, from the stalks occasionally 
found in the decoction, is popularly known as post-and-rails tea. — Daily Telegraph, 
1886. 

Pot. — A pot shot — a shot taken cahnly at a sitting object. C. 

This fanatic, having observed the envoy seated in his tent with a light, and the 
door of the tent open, fetched his long gun, squatted down at about fifty yards, and 
took a pot shot at the “ Nazarene inG.delP— Murray's Magazine, 1887. 

Let not the pot call the Tcettle hlach — do not criticise your neighbours un- 
less you are free from blame yourself. “ Satan reproving sin.” F. 

You think it’s a case of the pot calling the kettle black, perhaps. I’m black 
enough, goodness knows ! but you yourself said just now that you didn’t believe I 
had sunk to her depth of infamy. — W. "E. Norris. 

To heep the pot boiling — (a) to continue the fun. F. 

Keep the pot a-bilin’, sir ! ” said Sam. (The party were sliding on the ice.) — 
Dickens. 

(&) to get sufficient funds to maintain one’s household in comfort. 

C. The phrase is used contemptuously by artists and literary men, 
of work done merely for the sake of the money to be paid for it. 

By these and a score more little petty arts I just keep the pot boiling,— C. Beade. 

Something made him unwilling to exhibit himself before her in the degrading 
occupation of pot-boiling (painting pictures solely for money).— James Payn. 

To go to pot — to be ruined or wasted. S. 

AH’s one, they go to pot.— D ryden. 

My farm, stock, and utensils, these young blood horses, and the brand-new vessels 
I was building, are all gone to pot.— Haliburton. 

Pot Inch — ordinary fare; the meal which an unexpected guest re- 
ceives. C. 

But he never contradicted Mrs. Hackit, a woman whose pot luck (ordinary fare for 
guests) was always to be relied on. — George Eliot. 

He should be very welcome to take pot luck with him.— Graves. 
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Potato, — The potato-trap — a slang term for the mouth. 

On this Alfred hazarded a conjecture. Might it not have gone down his throat? 

Took his potato-trap for the pantry-door. Ha ! ha !” — C. Reade. 

Pound. — To claim one's pound of flesh — to demand payment of debts 
due to one, even where their payment involves much suffering. P. 
The phrase comes from Shakespeare’s Merchant of Venice, where 
Shylock the Jew insists upon Antonio giving him a pound of his flesh, 
according to an agreement previously made. 

The Sultan’s view of Germany is that he ought to seek for the help of German 
officers and of German financial guides, on the ground that all the other great 
powers want their pound of flesh from Turkey. — Fortnightly Remew, 18S7. 

To pound away — to work hard. P. 

However, Goldsmith pounded away at this newly- found work. — Black. 

Pow. — To hold a pow-wow — to have a riotous meeting. S. 

Powder. — Mot worth poicder and shot — not worth the trouble or 
cost. F. 

The place is not worth powder and shot. 

Pray. — T pray^ pray^ or prithee — an exclamation which often accom- 
panies a question. C. 

But, pray, in this mechanical formation, when the ferment was expanded to the 
extremities of the arteries, why did it not break through the receptacle ’—Bentley. 

Premium. — At a premium — much sought after ; increased in value. P. 

Suicide is at a premium here (the men here are fond of committing suicide). — 
C. Eeade. 

Servants are at a great premium, masters at a discount, in the colony.— C. Eeade. 

Presence. — Presence of mind — ^power of self-control and intelligent 
action in a crisis. P. 

It is hy presence of mind in untried emergencies that the native metal of a man 
is tested.— J. E. Lowell. 

Both men changed colour but retained their presence of mind and their cunning. 
— C. Eeade. 

Pretty. — A pretty time of it — a difficult or unpleasant condition of 
affairs. F. 

Mr. Samuel Erin had for the present a pretty time of it. He was like a man 
caught in a downpour of hailstones, without an umbrella. — James Payn. 

A pretty go — an awkward position j a critical situation. S. 

Supposing now that some of them were to slip into the boat at night and cut the 
cable, and make off with her. It would be a pretty go, that would.— H. E. Haggaed. 

Prick. — To prich up the ears — to show signs of interest ; to appear at- 
tentive. C. 

The fiery courser, when he hears from far 
The sprightly trumpet and the shouts of war, 

Pricks up his ears. — Beyden. 
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To 'prick out — to plant for the first time. P. 

To prick up oneself— to make a display ; to show off. F. 

PrillL^. — Primd facie — at first sight ; apparently. P. Latin. 

At this stage, the learned counsel having already made his opening speech, a state- 
ment now would primd /aeie be irregular, and the judge said so ; whereupon Mr, 
Finlay turned to his learned friends, the Attorney- General and Sir Charles Hussell, 
and showed them a letter, and conversed with them earnestly and in low tones.— (St. 
Andreios Citizen, 1887. 

Primrose. — The primrose path — ^the pleasant and alluring road which 
leads to destruction. P, 

But, good my brother, 

Bo not, as some ungracious pastors do, 

Show me that steep and thorny way to heaven ; 

Whiles, like a puffed and reckless libertine, 

Himself the primrose path of dalliance treads, 

And recks not his own rede.— S hakespearts. 

So in those idle days of the Shotover curacy he trod the primrose path of dalliance 
with a careless and unguarded heart, and did not waken to a sense of danger imtil he 
found himself and another precipitated downward into the very gulf of hell.— Max- 
well Gray. 

Prizes. — Toplayprites — to he in earnest. Old-fashioned. 

They did not play prizes, and only pretended to quarrel.— Stilling fleet. 

Pro. — Pro hono pnhlico — for the public welfare ; for the benefit of the 
whole company. P. Latin. 

In some of the bank otfices it is the custom (to save so much individual time) for 
one of the clerks— who is the best scholar— to commence upon the Times or Chronicle, 
and recite its entire contents aloud pro hono Lamb. 

Pro and con — for and against ; favourable and unfavourable. P, 

Mr. Tupman and Mr. Snodgrass arrived, most opportunely, in this stage of the 
pleadings, and as it was necessary to explain to them all that had occurred, together 
with the various reasons pro and con, the whole of the arguments were gone over 
again. — Dickens. 

Pros and cons — arguments for and against ; minute discussion. C. 

Very many thanks to W. M. for his kind contribution to the pros and cons of King 
William the Third's pronunciation of English. — Illustrated London News, 1SS7. 

After a few pros and cons, they bade her observe that her old lover, Ephraim 
Slade, was a rich man, and if she was wise she would look that way.— C. Beade. 

Pro tanto — so far ; in itself. P. Latin. 

That (right) does tend to attract, or rather to drive, all ambitious or powerful men 
into the deliberative arena, and that pro tanto is beneficial.— SpeeSafor, 1887. 

Pro tempore — for a short time; not permanent or permanently. P. 
Latin'. 

The body was then deposited, pro fmpors, in St. Anne’s Church, Soho.— C. Reade. 

Proforma — for form’s sake; merely to satisfy rules. P. Latin. 

It was merely a pro formd meeting; the real business had already been discussed. 
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Procrustean. — Procrustean hed — an uncomfortable couch, where violent 
measures are necessary to insure that the person fills it. P. Pro- 
crustes was a famous robber who lived near Athens. He compelled 
his prisoners to lie down on a certain couch. If they were too long 
for it, their limbs were chopped off ; if too short, they were stretched 
to the required length. 

They have some particular theory to maintain, and whatever does not fit their 
Procrustean bed is at once condemned. — ^E. Whipple. 

Promise. — I i^romise yon — an expression generally attached to state- 
ments about the future, and signifying “I declare to you,” “You 
may be certain.” C. 

“ Will not the ladies be afraid of the lion ?” 

“ I fear it, I promise you.” — Shakespea^he. 

Proof. — To 'put to the proof — to test; to try in practice. P. 

My paper gives a timorous wi-iter an opportunity of putting his abilities to the 
proof.— Addison. 

But he (the British soldier) hates water ; drench him thoroughly and you put him 
to the proof.— G. J. Whyt e-Melville. 

The piroof of the pudding — the tasting of it ; the actual experience of 
anything. C. 

“I mention no names; but it’s rather odd that when I am speaking of hollow- 
hearted friends you should at once name Mr. Tagrag.” 

The proof of the pudding— handsome is that handsome does; and I’ve got £5 of 
his money at any rate.” — S. Wahren. 

The upshot of all discussion on this question is that, to use a vulgar phrase, the 
proof of the pudding will be in the eating. — Spectator, September 17, 1887. 

Proud. — Proud flesh — inflamed flesh arising in woimds or ulcers. P. 

The sores had generated proud flesh. — Daily Telegraph, 1885. 

Pull. — To pidl up — to cause to stop ; to come to a stop. P. Originally 
used of pulling the reins in driving, and of thus stopping a horse. 

They thanked heaven they had been pulled up short (suddenly arrested) in an evil 
career.— C. Eeade. 

It is such a relief to be able to say awful without being pulled up (interrupted and 
reproved) by Aunt Chambers, — H, R, Haggard. 

The coach pulls up (stops) at a little roadside inn with huge stables behind.— 
T. Hughes. 

To pidl up stakes — to remove one’s residence. American slang. 

To pull through — not to succumb ; to succeed with difficulty. C. 

You pulled through it (the punishment), and so will he.— C. Reade. 

To pull a person through — to extricate him from a difficulty or danger. C. 

His extra speed pulled him through.— JieZd, 1886. 

To pidl the strings — to set in action secretly; to he the real though 
hidden promoter of anything, C. 

The men who pull the strings are down in the Cape. They want to drive every 
Englishman out of South Africa, — H. R. Haggard. 

17 
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To 'pidl together — to work harmoniously. C. 

The new director and the professors are said not to pull together. 

To jpull oneself together — to rally ; to prepare for a fresh struggle. F. 

The Middlesex men now pulled themselves together.— 1S86. 

Joe retired to the bar, where he had a glass of brandy neat, and tried to pull him- 
self together, but with small success.— B es ant. 

The cool water applied to his head, and the glass of brandy, vile as it was, that he 
drank, pulled Balfour together, — W m, Black. 

To pull faces — to make grimaces. C. 

To pull a long face — to look melancholy. C. 

Sarah returning at this moment, shaking her head, and pulling a long face at the 
ill-success of her search, devoted herself to administering sal volatile. — Murray's 
Magazine, 18S7. 

Pulse. — To feel one^s pulse — {a) to discover the heat of the heart by 
pressing an artery. P. 

(&) to sound a person ; to try to discover a person’s secret opinions. C. 

So much matter has been ferreted out that this Government wishes to tell its own 
story, and my pulse was felt (I was sounded in the matter).— S outhey. 

Purchase. — dlis life is not woi'th a year's purchase — he is not likely to 
survive more than a year. 

Purgation. — To put one to his purgation — to call upon him to clear him- 
self from an accusation. P. 

If any man doubt, let him put me to my purgation.— S hakespeare. 

All right, old fellow; I didn’t mean to put you on your purgation. — A. Trollope. 

Purple. — Born in the purple — born a prince. P. Purple is the imperial 
colour. 

To think of that dear young man (Prince Louis Napoleon), the apple of his 
mother’s eye, born and nurtured in the purple, dying thus, is too fearful, too awful.— 
Queen Victoria. 

To marry into the purple — to marry a prince or a nobleman. P. 

Now I had not the slightest wish for my dear Helena to marry into the purple.— 
Mistletoe Bough, 1S85. 

Purpose. — On purpose — designedly ; with full intention. P. 

Where men err against this method, it is usually on purpose, and to show their 
learning. — S wift. 

On purpose to — with the intention of (followed by the infinitive). P. 

I do this, on purpose to give you a more sensible impression of the imperfection of 
your knowledge. — W atts. 

He travelled the world, on purpose to converse with the most learned men. — 
Goldsmith. 

With the purpose o/— with the intention of (followed by the participle 
or gerund). P. 

He left with the purpose of following her. 
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To the purpose — appositely ; pointedly ; sensibly ; (also as an adjective) 
sensible ; practical. P. 

He was wont to speak plain and to tlie purpose. — Shakespeaue. 

To small purpose — for very little good ; without much practical bene- 
fit. P. 

To small purpose had the council of Jerusalem been assembled, if once their deter- 
mination being set down, men might afterwards have defended their former opinions. 
— Hookee. 

Purse. — Purse-proud — arrogant because of wealth; puffed up through 
being wealthy. P. 

“What is so hateful to a poor man as the purse-proud arrogance of a rich one ? — 
Obse^'ver. 

1 wish we had never seen those odious, purse-proud Osbornes.— Thackeeav. 

To make up a purse — to collect subscriptions on behalf of some individual ; 
to get together a sum of money. P. 

Meanwhile a purse, I think of seventy dollars, was made up on board, and when 
they were on the point of returning ashore was handed to them ^London and China 
Express, 18S7, 

Some friends who took an interest in me made up a purse for me, by which I 
was enabled to pay my passage-money in advance.— G. A. Sala. 

Push. — To he put to the push — to be tested by difficult circumstances. P. 

Once he is put to the push, his native energy will appear. 

To come to the push — to be seriously tested. P. 

’Tis common to talk of dying for a friend ; but when it comes to the push (people 
are actually tested) ’tis no more than talk.— L’Estrang e. 

Put. — Put about — anxious ; annoyed ; in a flurry. C. 

Tom was rather put about by this speech. — T. Hughes. 

To put oneself about — to take trouble. 0. 

Mr. Treverton was a person for whom jDeople must be expected to put them- 
selves about.— Miss Braddon. 

To put about a ship — to turn it round. P. 

The Stella was put about, and the other broadside given without a return from her 
opponent. — Captain Maeryat. 

To put by — [a] to tbrust aside ; to neglect. P. 

A presence which is not to be put by. — W oedswoeth. 

[b] to save ; to lay aside. P. 

Eight thousand servants, fed and half-clothed at their masters’ expense, have put 
by for forty years, and yet not even by aid of interest and compound interest 
have reached the Eubicon of four figures (goal of £1,000).— C. Eeade. 

Hard put to {it) — in great trouble ; sore beset. C. 

You are desperate hard put to, woman,” said the Deemster. — Hall Caine. 

For if he, though a man, was so hard put to it, what canst thou, being but a poor 
woman, do?— B unyan. 
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Put to it — tested ; tried ; placed in a difficulty. P. 

Well, I was never so put to it in my life. — Marta. Edgeworth. 

But Gingham worked for the whole family as a woman will when put to it — G. J. 
Whyte-Melville. 

The small gentry were sore put to it to know how to order themselves between 
these two opposing forces — respect for virtue in the abstract and their inherited 
allegiance to their local lord.— Mrs. E. Lynn Linton. 

Put on — feigned ; hypocritical. C. 

Sir Charles obeyed this missive, and the lady received him with a gracious and 
smiling manner, all put on and cat-like. — C. Reads. 

Nave made a show of resistance — which was all put on, for he was as fond of shil- 
lings as of pounds— and then gave in. — Mrs. Henry Wood. 

To put out ov put out of countenance — to discompose; to make uncom- 
fortable ; to confuse ; to disconcert. P. 

She interested him intensely, to say the least of it, and, man-like, he felt exceed- 
ingly put out (annoyed), and even sulky, at the idea of her departure. — H. R. 
Haggard. 

“ When Colambre has been a season or two more in London, he’ll not be so easily 
put out of countenance,” said Lady Clonbrony.— Maria Edgeworth. 

To put out — to dislocate. P. 

She put her shoulder out —Meld, 1S87, 

To put two and two together. See Two. 

To put that and that together — to reason ; to draw an inference. F. 

Young as I was, I also could put that and that together.— Captain Marryat. 

To put in a word~~to recommend ; to use one’s influence. C. 

Well, sir, if he thinks so well of Mr. Poyser for a tenant, I wish you would put in 
a word for him to allow us some new gates (recommend that he should allow us 
some new gates).— George Eliot. 

To put in an appearance — to be present ; to attend a meeting. C. 

Not only did all the lady guests put in an appearance, but all the gentlemen.— 
Jambs Payn. 

Half an hour afterward they sat down as usual to supper. Bessie did not put in 
an appearance till it was a quarter over, and then was very silent through it. — H. R. 
Haggard. 

To put heads together — to consult ; to plot ; to arrange a plan. P. 

Those two ladies now put their heads together. — C. Reads. 

To put off~{a) to postpone. P. 

Let not the work of to-day be put off till to-morrow, for the future is uncertain.— 
L’Estrange. 

All parties and entertainments were, of course, to be put off.— Thackeray. 

— (Z>) to baffle ; to get rid of by temporizing. P. 

He put them off with promises. 

Hastings, who wanted money and not excuses, was not to be put off by the ordin- 
ary artifices of Eastern negotiation. — Macaulay. 

Mrs. Wallace was not to be put off by jest.— J ames Payn. 
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(c) to set out from the shore. P. 

Three of them put off in a boat to visit the brig. 

To put down — to suppress ; to quell ; to crush. P. 

He does me the favour to inquire whether it will be agreeable to me to have Will 
Fern put down.— D ickens. 

To put on — to dress oneself with. P. 

The little ones are taught to be proud of their clothes before they can put them 
on.— Locke. 

To put up a person — {a) to give him accommodation ; to lodge him. P. 

His old college friend Jones lived there, and offered to put him up for a week 

[b] to proclaim his marriage banns. P. 

We are to be put up in church next Sunday, and it takes three Sundays.— Captain 
Makuyat. 

To put %ip a horse — to tie it up or put it in a stable. P. The American 
word is hitch — “he hitched his horse.” 

He rode into Newborough, and putting up his horse, strolled about the streets.—- 

C. Eeade. 

To put up — to stop ; to rest. P. 

I wondered at what house the Bath coach put up.— Dickens. 

To put up to — to incite ; to instigate ; to teach a dodge or trick. C. 

‘‘We will practise it in the morning, my boy,” said he, “and I’ll put you up to a 
thing or two worth knowing.” — Thackehay. 

A put-up affair — a concocted plot ; an affair which is not what it pre- 
tends to be. P. 

A suspicion of the whole affair being what the police call a put-up one, was pass- 
ing through his mind.— James Payn. 

To put up loith — to suffer ; to pass over without resentment. P. 

Whatever may be the case with Hungary, it must be admitted that Austria will 
put up with a good deal from Eussia rather than Fortnightly Beview, 1SS7. 

To put upon — to deceive ; to treat unfairly or deceitfully ; to make one 
do more than a fair share of work. C. 

Take care never to know anything about leather, and you won’t be put upon 
(gulled or bullied). — Besant. 

You look and talk like a lady born and bred, and I fear you will be put upon 
(cheated). — Besant. 

This is followed by a determination on the part of the forewoman to find fault, 
and by a determination on the part of tho work-girls not to be put upon (have too 
much work given them).— Besant. 

To put to the blush — to shame ; to vanquish. P. 

Flattering himself that by this stroke of magnanimity he had put the old quiz to 
the blush, he stalked out of the office with the paper in his pocket. — Thackeray. 

You could be put to the blush in many things by a school-girl of fifteen. — H. E. 
Haggabo. 
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To put to death — to execute. P. 

Teuta put to death one of the Roman ambassadors. — Abbuthnot. 

To put out of court — to make one’s evidence of no value ; to disqualify 
one from speaking with authority. P. 

The fact that they were believed to be opposed on principle to all wars put them 
out of court in public estimation, as Mr. Elinglake justly observes, when they went 
about to argue against this particular war.— Justin McCarthy. 


Q 

Quality. — The quality upper class; the gentry. Old-fashioned, 
and now vulgar. 

By degrees the quality gave up going, and the fair, of course, became disreputable. 
—/If/ienoezm, 18S7. 

Quarter. — To give or shoiv quai'ter — to act with clemency; to he merci- 
ful ; to be lenient. P. 

To the young, if you give any tolerable quarter, you indulge them in their idleness 
and ruin them.— Collier. 

Queen, — Queenh^ English — the standard English. P. The same as 
King’s English. See King. A Plea for the Queen^s English is the 
title of a book by Bean Alford. 

Queen Anne is dead — that is stale news. C. A phrase used sarcastically. 
The Americans say “ Eats,” or That’s an awful chestnut,” when a 
stale story is told. 

Lord Brougham, it appears, isn’t dead, though Queen Anne is.— B.\bham. 

“ He was my grandfather’s man, and served him in the wars of Queen Anne,” 
interposed Mr. Warrington. On which my lady cried petulantly, “0 Lord, Queen 
Anne’s dead, I suppose, and we aren’t (are not) going into mourning for her.”— 
Thackeray. 

Queen of the May — the village girl who was chosen, as the fairest in the 
village or district, to be queen of the revels on the first of May, known 
as May-day. P. 

‘'I thought that you were the spirit of the place, or,” he added gracefully, point- 
ing to a branch of half-opened hawthorn bloom she held in her hand, “ the original 
Queen of the May.”— H. R. Haggabp. 

To turn Queen's evidence — to turn informer for the sake of a pardon. P. 
See King. 

I hate a convict who turns Queen’s evidence.— H. Kingsley. 

Queen's heads — ^postage stamps. F. 

“ I must buy some stamps; I am run out of Queen’s heads.” 

“That is precisely what I want money for,” said Trip testily. “I have neither 
paper nor envelopes nor stamps.” — S. Baring-Gould. 
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Queer, — To he in Queer Street — to be in unfortunate circumstances. F. 

No, sir, I make it a rule of mine— the more it looks like Queer Street, the less I 
ask.— R. L. Stevenson. 

Question. — In referred to ; under discussion. P. 

But at this moment Hawes came into the cell with the bed in question in his 
arms.— C. Reade. 

To call in question — to express doubts regarding ; to find fault with. P. 

When religion is called in question because of the extravagances of theology being 
passed off as religion, one disengages and helps religion by showing their utter de- 
lusiveness. — M. Aenold. 

Out of the question — impracticable ; unworthy of discussion. P. 

Intimacy between Miss Fairfax and me is out of the question.— Jane Austen. 

A hurning question — a subject causing widespread interest; a question 
demanding solution. P. 

The people like to be roused by red-hot, scorching speeches; they want burning 
questions, intolerable grievances.— Besant. 

To leg the question. See Beg. 

Qui. — On the qui vive — eager; watchful; alert. C. Qiti vive is the 
summons addressed by French sentinels to those who approach them. 

Every one was on the qui vive, as Mrs. Jennynge expressed it, to see the new- 
comers.— James Payn, 

Quid. — A quid pro qtio — something given in return ; a recompense. P. 
Latin. 

Unfortunately, in this prosaic world, one cannot receive cheques for one thousand 
pounds without, in some shape or form, giving a quid%>ro qiLo.—B.. Pt. Haggard. 

Quits.— he quits tvUh a person — to have paid another all you owe 
him; to have a clear account witli him. C. Used both of money 
dealings and of injuries to be revenged. 

My spade shall never go into the earth again till I’m quits with him (I have had 
my revenge).— C. Reade. 

To cry quits — to acknowledge that one’s account with another is clear ; 
to cease struggling. 0. 

But will he get her to marry him, I wonder. If he does, I shall cry quits with 
him indeed. — H. R. Haggard. 

Quod. — To put in quod — to imprison. S. 

Do you really mean to maintain that a man can’t put old Diggs in quod for snaring 
a hare without all this elaborate apparatus of Roman law ?— M. Arnold. 
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R. — The three ICs — Reading, (w)riting, and (a)rithmetic. 0. These 
subjects were formerly considered the necessary parts of an ordinary 
education. 

Fortunate indeed were the youngsters who for a brief season tasted even of the 
rich delights of the three E’s, as an alderman of that epoch (1S50) is said to have 
designated the mysteries of reading, writing, and arithmetic. — Edinburgh Eeview, 1887. 

Rabbit. — Ralibit-it or od-rahbiUit — a common expression, having little 
meaning. Formerly an oath with the name of God in it. S. 

Rack, — On the rach — [a) in a state of torture, of pain, or of bodily or 
mental discomfort. P. 

A cool behaviour sets him on the rack (makes Mm miserable), and is interpreted 
as an instance of aversion or indifference.— Addison. 

{h) in a state of restless activity. P. 

Martin’s ingenuity was therefore for ever on the rack to supply himself with a 
light.— T, Hughes. 

To go to rach and ruin — to fall into utter disrepair ; to go to destruc- 
tion. P. 

Mrs. Barry, indeed, though her temper was violent and her ways singular, was an 
invaluable person to me in my house, which would have gone to rack and ruin long 
before, but for her spirit of order and management, and for her excellent economy 
in the goverhiuent of my numerous family.— Thack:era.y. 

So we must go to rack and ruin, Kate, my dear. — Dickens, 

To 2 vorh by rach of eye — to be guided by the eye alone in working ; to 
work without the assistance of line or rule. P. 

To be or live at rach (or hech) and manger — to live extravagantly; to 
spend money heedlessly. C. 

John Lackland — tearing out the bowels of St. Edmundsbury Convent (its larders, 
namely, and cellars) in the most ruinous way by living at rack and manger there. — 
Carlyle. 

Racket. — To be on the rachet — to spend one’s time in frolic or dissipa- 
tion. F. 

He had been off on the racket, perhaps for a week at a lime.— Daily Telegraphy 
1835. 

To stand the rachet — to take the consequences ; to he responsible. F, 

He is as ready as myself to stand the racket of subsequent proceedings.— Da iZy 
Telegraphy 1882. 

Rag, — Gentlemen of the order of the rag — ^military officers. F. The 
rag refers to their red uniform. 

It is the opinion which, I believe, most of you young gentlemen of the order of 
the rag deserve.— Fielding. 
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Rag-tag and hob-tail — the dregs of the people ; those loungers about a 
city who are always ready to flock together and make a mob. 0. 
Pound also in the more correct form, tag-rag and hoh-tail. See Tao. 

Mr. Gladstone, in fact, is tired of teing ont in the cold. The pleasure of leading 
the rag- tag and bob-tail proves but so-so, compared with the pleasure of command- 
ing the House of Commons. —Si. Andrews Citizen, 18S7. 

Rage. — All the rage — extremely popular. 0. 

Uncle Tom, to the surprise of many that twaddle traditional phrases in reviews 
and magazines about the art of fiction, and to the surprise of no man who knows 
anything about the art of fiction, was all the rage. — C. Reade. 

Note.— U ncZe TourCs Cabin, by Mrs. H. Beecher Stowe. 

Rain. — It never rams hut it 2^o%irs — a phrase often used when a rapid 
succession of events occurs. It signifies somewhat the same as “ mis- 
fortunes never come singly,” but has a wider application by its 
reference to all kinds of events. 

Nevertheless—for, in spite of the proverb, “ It never rains but it pours,” good 
fortune seldom befalls us mortals without alloy— there were drops of bitterness in 
his full cup.— Jaiues Payn. 

A rainy day — a time of trouble and difficulty. C. 

Thou’lt give away all thy earnings, and never be uneasy because thou hast nothing 
against a rainy day.— George Eliot. 

Mr. Punch, in a cartoon, is represented as advising the British workman to avoid 
the gin-palace, and put by for a rainy ^a.j.—FortnigUthj Renew, 1887. 

Raise. — To raise one's hack — to grow obstinate ; to rebel. C. 

He had raised his back more than once against orders emanating from the palace 
in a manner that had made the hairs on the head of the bishop’s wife to stand 
almost on end.— A. Trollope. 

To raise the loind. See Wind. 

Raison. — Raison d'itre — claim to exist ; right to have an existence. P. 
A French phrase. 

In the conviction that no real amalgamation could ever exist between the two will 
be found the raison d'etre of the high character with which some of the men of the 
tiers were credited.— lVatio?ia? Review, 1S8G. 

Rake. — To rake np the fire — ^to prepare the fire to last all night, by 
covering it with a large piece of coal and throwing cmders or coal- 
slack on the top. P, 

When she had raked up the fire for the night, she lit a candle and sat down for 
half-an-hour to read before retiring to rest. 

Ramp. — On the ramp — wild ; in a state of excitement. F. See Ran -tan. 

It is ayro\ws of a re-issue of Messrs. Cassell’s serial, British Battles by Land and 
Sea, that Lord Wolseley goes anew on the ramp. — Scottish Leader, August 5, 1800. 

Rampage. the rampage — drunk. S. 

Ran. — 071 the ran-tan — excited ; roaming about furiously. S. 

John had been (as he was pleased to call it) visibly “ on the ran-tan” the night be- 
fore. -E. L. Stevenson. 
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Rank. — The rank and file — the undistinguished mass; the private 
soldiers of an army. P. 

While the rank and file of his parliamentary opponents sought to shout or laufh 
him down, he tells his sister that he was receiving the most flattering testimonies of 
approval from discriminating judges. — Edin'burgh Bevieiv, 1886. 

In the ranks — serving as a private soldier. P. 

Specimens (of gentlemen) are to be found at the plough, the loom, and the forge, 
in the ranks, and before the mast, as weU as in the officers’ mess-room, the learned 
professions, and the Upper House itself.— Gr. J. Whyte-Melville. 

To rise from the ranks — to be promoted to the position of a commissioned 
officer after having served as a private soldier. P. 

Rap. — To ra 2 o out — to speak violently; to utter loudly. C. Generally 
used with the word oath ” as object. 

He was provoked in the spirit of magistracy upon discovering a judge who rapped 
out a great oath at his footman. — Annisoisr. 

Trank rapped the words out sharply. Mordle looked the picture of surprise.— 
Hugh Conway. 

To rap over the knuckles — to administer a sharp reproof; to censure 
sharply. C. 

The author has grossly mistranslated a passage in the Defensio pro populo Angli- 
cano; and if the bishop were not dead, I would here take the liberty of rapping his 
knuckles. —He Quincey, 

Rara. — Tara avis — something seldom seen. P. Latin. Literally, a 
‘‘rare bird.” 

He had brought from India a favourite native servant, his khitmutgar, Supashad ; 
a man who was indeed a rara avis among English-speaking khitmutgars, being very 
intelligent, and only a moderate thief. — Mistletoe Bough, 1880. 

Rate. — At any rate — in any case; whatever be the circumstances. P. 

If he could once reach the cave he would at any rate get shelter and a dry place to 
lie on.--H. E. Haggabd. 

Raw.— .4 raw recruit—Bia awkward or simple fellow; one who has not 
yet learned his trade or profession; one who is “ green.” F. 

For example, if Sir Barnet had the good fortune to get hold of a raw recruit, or a 
country gentleman, and ensnared him to his hospitable villa, Sir Barnet would .say 
to him on the morning after his arrival, “Now, my dear sir, is there anybody you 
would like to know?” — Dickens. 

Reacll. — second-hand clothes. S. So called in Lon- 
don because an intending purchaser of such clothes asks the shopman 
to “ reach-hiin-down ” them in order to try them on. 

Read. — To read a lesson — to scold or repi-imand. C. 

Oh, you can speak to my Aunt Molineux and she will read you a fine lesson.— 

C. Eeaue. 
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To read between the lines — to see a ■writer’s concealed meaning. P. 

He has not eno'ugh experience of the way in ■which men have thought and spoken 
-to feel what the Bible writers are about — to read between the lines, to discern where 
he ought to rest his whole weight, and where he ought to pass lightly. — Matthe'w 
Arnold. 

Ready. — Beady money — money which can be immediately made use of ; 
money in one’s hands. P. 

ISTo ready money was required by the new heir.— M aria Edgeworth. 

Rear. — To bring up the rear — to come last. P. 

At half-past ten, Tom Moody, Sir Huddlestone Euddlestone’s huntsman, was seen 
trotting up the avenue, followed by the noble pack of hounds in a compact body— 
the rear being brought up by the two whips clad in stained scarlet. — Thackeray. 

Reckon. — To recJcon without onds host — to calculate blindly; to enter 
rashly upon any undertaking. P. 

We thought that now our troubles were over and our enemy’s beginning; but we 
reckoned without our host (were mistaken).— Macwinan’s Magazine, 1887. 

Xn coming down so unexpectedly to Brettywell, Sir Bate had not reckoned entirely 
without his host.— Florence Marbyat. 

To rechon on or upon — to expect. P. 

You reckon upon losing (expect to lose) your friends’ kindness.— Sir W. Temple. 

To rechon with — to call to punishment ; to settle accounts with. P. 

His justice will have another opportunity to meet and reckon with them. — T il- 

LOTSON. 

Antony and Lepidus, too, had to be reckoned with.— J. A. Froudb. 

Record. — To heat, break, or cut the record — to do a distance in less time 
than it has ever been done before. C. 

The White Star steamer Teutonic made the passage across the Atlantic in 5 days, 
19 hours, 5 minutes — thus breaking the record. — The Scotsman, August 1800. 

Speechly proceeded to cut the three miles’ record nearly by twelve seconds. — 
Referee, 18S6. 

Red. — Bed-handed — in the very act of committing a crime. P. No 
doubt referring to stains of blood. 

“ By taking the place of your servant, and so selling you into the power of my 
friend Count Per^tekoff,”— and here he laughed a low, cruel laugh, I was enabled 
to take these wretches red-handed, and so insure the fate they have so long richly 
deserved.” — Murray's Magazine, 1SS7. 

Bed tape — officialdom ; useless official formalities. P. 

Unlike a minister in England who steps into an oflSce with the red tape cut and 
dried for him, Lord Wellesley had no one to advise him. —Asiatic Quarterly Review, 
1887. 

The Bed Booh — the peerage list. P. 

And let us, my brethren, who have not our names in the Bed Book, console our- 
selves by thinking how miserable our betters may be, and that Damocles, who sits 
on satin cushions, and is served on gold plate, has an awful sword hanging over his 
head. —Thackeray. 
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A red-letter day — an auspicious or happy day. P. 

All being holidays, I feel as if I had none, as they do in heaven, where ’tis all red- 
letter days. -“Charles Lamb. 

Painted red — (of a village or town) given over to merriment and high 
jinks. S. An American phrase. 

Singapore has been in trouble. During the greater part of three days— 22nd, 23rd, 
and 24th of February— the town was “ painted red ” by Chinese rowdies, and the air 
was full of bludgeons and buckshot.— Japan Mail, 1S87. 

A red cent — ^used, like “a brass farthing,” to signify the least piece of 
money. F. American. 

Now the colonel, in short and sharp sentences, interrupted by a good deal of 
writhing and hard swearing, said he would not leave a brass farthing— a red cent was 
what he actually mentioned— to any of his relatives who had known him in England. 
— Wm. Black. 

A red rag to a hull — what especially provokes and irritates. P. 

He (George 11.) hated books, and the sight of one in a drawing-room was as a red 
rag to a bull. —Temple Bar, 1887. 

Reductio. — A reductio ad absurduin — a particular case which proves 
the absurdity of a general statement. P. Latin. 

Certainly that appears to us the reductio ad atsurdum of the theory of fortuitous 
y'dviation.— Spectator, Feh. 3, 1888. 

Reed. — A hrohen reed — a support which will fail you. P. 

Though Mr. Crawley was now but a broken reed, and was beneath his feet, yet 
Mr. Thumble acknowledged to himself that he could not hold his own with this 
broken reed. — A. Trollope. 

In both cases have white men found that the negro ally was a broken reed.— 
Nineteenth Ce 7 itury, Nov. 1887. 

Reel. — Off the reel — in uninterrupted succession. F. 

Refusal. — To have the refusal of anything — to be allowed to buy it 
before any one else ; to have the first offer of it. P. 

What was her mortification when the dowager assured her that the identical Al- 
hambra hangings had not only been shown by JVIr. Soho to the Duchess of Torcaster, 
but that her grace had had the refusal of them.— Maria Edgeworth. 

Mrs. Flint will never let Mrs. Steel have the refusal.— Haliburton. 

Reins. — To give the reins — tp allow unrestrained freedom; to release 
from control. P. 

But how could he thus give reins to his temper?— James Payn. 

Removed. — Once or twice removed — separated by one or two steps of 
family relationship, P. A person is cousin once removed to the full 
cousin of one of his parents, or to the child of one of his full cousins. 

The old gentleman of our own time, whose grandsire (once or twice removed) 
gathered the arrows upon Flodden Field.— Jambs Payn. 

Our cousins, too, even to the fortieth remove, all remembered their .affinity.— 
Goldsmith. 
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Res. — aiKjusfoi domi — limited means ; want of sufficient funds for 
household comfort. P. Latin. 

If it hadn’t been for the res atujiisUe domi — -jom know what I mean, captain — I 
should have let you get along with your old dug-out, as the gentleman in the water 
said to Noah.— W. D. Howells. 

Respects. — To pay one^s respects to any one — to make one a polite visit ; 
to meet one with courtesy. P. 

Her last pleasing duty, before she left the house, was to pay her respects to them 
as they sat together after dinner. — Jane Austen. 

Every day Miss Swartz comes you will be here to pay your respects to her. — 
Thackeray. 

Resurrection. — Resurrection pie — a pie composed of the odd hits of 
meat that have been cooked already. S. 

Retching. — Retching and reaming — stretching out the arms and gaping, 
as when one is aroused from sleep. F. 

Return.— ^0 return to our muttons — to return to the main subject of 
our narrative. C. The translation of a proverb taken from the old 
French farce of Pierre Patelin. 

To return to our muttons — this mode of progression 

At length upon Spanking Bill made some impression. — Barham. 

Rhyme. — Pleither rhyme nor reason — wanting in sense and every other 
valuable quality. P. Sir Thomas More advised an author, who had 
sent him his manuscript to read, “to put it into rhyme,” which, 
when he had done, Sir Thomas said, “ Yes, marry, now it is some- 
what, for now it is rhyme ; before it was neither rhyme nor reason. ” 

Without rhyme or reason — inexplicably j from no cause to be easily 
understood. C. 

When a person on whom one is accustomed to depend for most of that social in- 
tercourse and those pleasant little amenities that members of one sex value from 
another, suddenly cuts off the supply without any apparent rhyme or reason, it is 
enough to induce a feeling of wonder, not to say of vexation, in the breast.— H. E. 
H.A.GGARI). 

Ribbon. — A red ribbon or riband — the order of the Bath. P. The 
knights of the Bath wear a crimson ribbon with a medallion bearing 
the motto, Triajuncta in uno (three joined in one). 

He (Hastings) had then looked forward to a coronet, a red riband, a seat at the 
Council Board, an office at Whitehall— Macaulay. 

A blue ribbo7i — the order of the Garter, the most distinguished of the 
English orders. P. The phrase is used to signify a “distinction of 
the highest kind.” 

In 1840 he was elected to a fellowship at Oriel, then the blue ribbon of the uni- 
versity. — Athenmum^ 1887. 
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To handle the ribbons — to liold the reins ; to drive. !F. 

Otherwise, I have no doubt, I should have been able to take a place in any hip- 
podrome in the world, and to handle the ribbons (as the high, well-born lord used to 
say) to perfection.— Thackeray. 

Rich. — Tick as a Jeio — very rich. F. 

Poverty prevails among the London Jews to a much greater extent than was 
imagined— sufficient, certainly, to shake considerably popular faith in the truth of 
the old saying, “Rich as a Jew.” — Spectator, 1887. 

Richmond. — Another Richmond m the field — another unexpected adver- 
sary. P. The phrase is taken from Shakespeare’s Richard III., act 
V. j scene 4. At the battle of Bosworth, King Richard replies to his 
attendant Catesby, who urges him to fly, “I think there be six Rich- 
monds in the field. Five have I slain to-day instead of him. ” 

This time it was a rival suitor who made his appearance, and Brian’s hot Irish 
temper rose when he saw another Richmond in the field. — Fergus W. Hume. 

Rift. — The rift in the lute — the small defect or breach which will 
gradually spoil the whole. P. 

Some little rift had taken place in the lute of her diplomacy.— James Payx. 
Unfaith in aught is want of faith in all ; 

It is the little rift within the lute, 

That by-and-by will make the music mute, 

And ever widening, slowly silence all. —Tennyson. 

Rig. — To rig the marhet — ^to buy shares of a stock in which one is inter- 
ested, in order to force up the price : a common practice. A stock - 
broking phrase. 

So you make your mine by begging— (modern miners never dig),— 

And yon float a gorgeous company. The shares go spinning up ; 

But you never rig the market. (What an awkward word is rig.) 

And you drain success in bumpers from an overflowing cup. — Punch. 

Right. — To 'put or set to rights — to arrange ; to rectify ; to set in order ; 
to cure. C. 

She put her curls to rights and looked as pleased as fun.— Haliburton. 

When I had put myself somewhat to rights at the hotel, I hired a fly and drove 
to Herr Kiicher. — Leisure Hour, 1887. 

Was it not well, then, that he should see a letter which put that mystery to rights ? 
—R. L. Stevenson. 

Old Cooper has set him to rights (caused him to recover from sickness) by this 
time, you may depend on it.— Jajvies Payn. 

By rights — properly ; according to strict justice. P. 

Had it not been for the pre-occupied and uncomfortable state of his mind, 
Arthur should by rights have enjoyed himself very much at Madeira.— H. R. 
Haggard . 

A right arm — one’s stanchest friend ; the principal supporter of any 
one. P. 

Sir Launcelot, my right arm, the mightiest of my knights.— Tennyson. 
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To send to the right-about — to dismiss without ceremony. F. 

The next offer Eliza would not accept ; it was from a widower with children, and 
she sent him to the right-about.— Mrs. H. Wood. 

Had he had the power of doing so, that brilliant young gentleman would have 
been sent to the right-about with the shortest yoBSible delsiy.— Murray's Mwjazinet 
1SS7. 

A right-hand man — a very serviceable person ; a friend on whom one 
chiefly depends. P. 

The general liked it just as well— wanted a pipe (of the wine) for the commander- 
in-chief. He’s his royal highness’s right-hand man. — Thackeray. 

His heart is in the right 'place — he is faithful and true-hearted. C. 

My daughters are plain, disinterested girls, but their hearts are in the right place. 
—Thackeray. 

Right as a trivet — safe and sound ; in a thoroughly satisfactory condi- 
tion, F. 

Don’t you hear me tell you that we have found out all about the cheque, and that 
you’re as right as a trivet ? — A. Trollope. 

Rimmon. — To how down in the house of Rimmon — to conform to cere- 
monies of which one disapproves ; to subordinate one’s religious convic- 
tions to political or social expediency. Kimmon was a Syrian god. 
Naaman, when he became a Jewish proselyte, asked Elisha the pro- 
phet’s pardon for continuing to worship with his royal master in the 
temple of Rimmon (2 Kings v. 18). 

Eimmon, whose delightful seat 
Was fair Damascus, on the fertile banks 

Of Abbana and Pharphar, lucid streams.— Milton, Paradise Losty i. ^67. 

Others of the tell-tale letters show us in detail how Defoe acquitted himself of his 
engagements to the Government— bowing, as he said, in the house of Eimmon.— 
Min TO. 

Ring. — To ring the changes on anytMng — to make use of an expression in 
a variety of ways ; to repeat something in various different forms. P. 

Some of our English authors of to-day have a trick of ringing the changes on a 
phrase until the ear gets rather weary of it. 

Ringing the changes — a method of cheating whereby a customer gets 
back his own coin and keeps the change. S. He buys sixpence 
worth of currants, tenders half-a-crown, and gets back two shillings 
as change. Then he says, “ Oh, here is a sixpence ; give me hack the 
half-cro\vn,” which the shopkeeper, taken unawares, probably does, 
and the cheat makes off with two shillings. 

To form a ring — to make a union of manufacturers of a certain article, 
so as to keep up the price. F. 

Experience has shown that the operation of these trusts, or rings, or syndicates, is 
completely baneful.— T/ie Scotsman, 1890, 
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Riot. — To run riot — to roam wildly and without restraint ; to be lawless 
in conduct. P. 

The day was bright and lovely, and I found my eyes running riot the same as they 
had done during my first ride on British soil.— Buhroughs 

And as he was whirled along on the London and North-Western, how the young 
soldier’s thoughts ran riot in the future.— G. J. Whvte-Melville. 

When we lean back with folded arms in our corner of the family pew are we 
thinking of heaven’s high King, and our position relatively to him? or is not rather 
our fancy running riot among our pleasant sins ?— Rhoda. Broughton. 

Rise. — To take, or get a rise out of a person — to amuse oneself by making 
another angry or excited ; to play a trick on another. F. Origin- 
ally, no doubt, taken from angling, where one casts a fly to get a 
fish to “ rise.” 

On one occasion I took what we used to call a “rise” out of Calverley.— 

Bar, 1887. 

Road. — A. royal road— 2 , road without difficulties. P. 

There is no royal road to learning ; no short cut to the acqifirement of any valuable 
art,— A Trollope. 

In the road — forming an obstruction. C. The same aSi “ In the way.” 

Although as strong as a horse, he looked neither heavy nor yet adroit, only leggy, 
coltish, and in the road.— R. L. Stevenson. 

Roast. — To cry roast meat — to be unable to keep one’s good fortune to 
oneself ; to proclaim one’s good luck. C. 

They may imagine that to trumpet forth the praises of such a person would be cry- 
ing roast meat, and calling in partakers of what they intend to apply solely to their 
own use.— Fielding. 

The foolish beast not being able to fare well but he must cry roast meat, would 
needs proclaim, his good fortune to the world below.— 0. Lamb. 

To rule the roast or roost — to be supreme. See Rule. 

Rob. — To rob Peter to pay Paul — to take what rightfully belongs to 
one person to pay another. P. The origin of this expression is as 
follows : — In 1540 the abbey church of St. Peter’s, Westminster, was 
advanced to the dignity of a cathedral by letters patent ; but ten 
years later it was joined to the diocese of London again, and many of 
its estates appropriated to the repairs of St. Paul’s Cathedral. 

How was he to pay for it ? The horse was not his. To leave it would be to rob 
Peter to pay 'Pb.vI.— L eisure Hour, 1887. 

Robe. — Gentlemen of the long robe — judges and barristers. P. 

The genteel world had been thrown into a considerable state of excitement by two 
events, which, as the papers say, might give employment to the gentlemen of the 
long robe.— Thackeray. 

Rock. — Rochs ahead — a phrase signifying that some danger menaces. 
P. The title of one of Mr. Greg’s books is Cassandra, or Rocks 
Ahead — that is, “the Prophetess of Evil, or Danger looming near.” 

“Take him away again, sir. Don’t let him stay. Rocks ah* ad, sir!” Mr. Bun- 
ker put up his hands in warning.— Bbsant. 
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0)1 the rocks — hard up ; having no money left S. 

Hock-bottom prices — the lowest possible price. F. 

The largest stock of United States stamps of any dealer, at rock-bottom prices. 

Rod. — Ho put or have a rod in pickle — to have a punishment in 
store. F. 

The house grows silent; the guests return to their homes, and to the rods their 
expectant wives have got in pickle for them.— Ehoda Broughton. 

Roger. — The Jolly Roger — the black pirate’s flag. P. 

The Hispaniola, still lay where she had anchored ; but, sure enough, there was the 
Jolly Roger— the black flag of piracy — flying from her peak. — R, L. Stevenson. 

Roi. — Roi faineant — a do-nothing king ; a sovereign only in name. P. 
The later Merovingian kings of France allowed all power to pass into 
the hands of the mayors of the palace, and themselves became rois 
faineants, or sluggard kings. 

It was the old story — the young Sultan who leaves everything to his grand 
visrier, and flnds himself a roi faineant dethroned and imprisoned. — Mistletoe Bough, 
1887. 

Roland. — To give a Roland for ayi Oliver — to give tit for tat ; to re- 
taliate in a forcible manner. P. 

He withdrew moodily to a bench, comforted, liowevei’, not a little by the thought 
that he had given Mrs. Carr a Roland for an Oliver. — H. R. Haggard. 

He then took a sheet of paper, and said he would soon give her a Roland for an 
Oliver.— C. Reade. 

Rolling. — A rolling stone gathers no moss — a person who is always 
shifting about makes no money ; a restless wanderer remains poor. 
P. A proverb of Thomas Tusser’s (1523-1580). Mr. Laurence Oli- 
phant described his experiences, as a traveller, in a series of articles 
in Blackwood'' s Magazine, entitled “ Moss from a Rolling Stone.” 

He had been a rolling stone, which, if it had gathered no moss, had rolled on it 
(made no money, had used plenty of it).— J ames Payn. 

Rome. — Rome 'ivOjS not hnilt in a clay — great results cannot be ob- 
tained in a short period ; patience is required in the production of 
anything valuable. P. 

Yes,” said Ella, amused by this very moderate compliment to her artistic skill ; 
‘‘it is the one with the coast-guard station on it; but I have not had time to put 
that in yet,” 

“ I see ; Rome was not built in a day, was it James Payn. 

When at Rome do as the Romans do or as the Pope does — an ancient 
proverb recommending prudence in behaviour. We must adapt our- 
selves to the prejudices and customs of others. St. Augustine found 
on arrival at Rome that they fasted on Saturday ; he complied with 
this custom, though it was strange to him. 

18 
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Room. — Hoorn and to spare — plenty of accommodation ; ample room. C. 

To prefer another's room to his company — to wish another to leave you ; 
to dislike his society. jF. 

When one is not en rapport with one’s friends about any particular subject in 
which for the time they are interested, it is better to leave them, for it is certain 
they would rather have our room than our company.— James Payn. 

Root. — The root of all evil — the love of money. P. So called in tlie 
New Testament (1 Tim. v. 23). 

The root of the matter— religious principle ; deep-seated religious 
faith. P. A plirase much used by the Puritans, and borrowed from 
the Old Testament : “ Seeing the root of the matter is found in me ” 
(Job xix. 28). 

Thou dost not believe but what the Dissenters and the Methodists have got the 
root of the matter as well as the Church folks.— George Eliot. 

Rope. — Give a rogue rope enough and he will hang himself— di^ wicked 
man is sure to bring about his own destruction. C. 

He is a bad man, and a dangerous man, but let him be. He is taking plenty of 
rope, and he will hang himself one of these days.— H. H. Haggard. 

With a rope round one's nech — in imminent danger of a violent death. P. 

This (hanging) was the usual fate which followed failure in this country (Central 
America); and those who fought in it knew they were doing so with a rope round 
their necks— which doubtless improved their fighting qualities.— JS^ac/cwood’s Maga- 
zine, 18S6. 

A rope of sand — something which has an appearance of strength, but is 
in reality useless. P. 

Where he (Love) sets his foot, the rocks bloom with flowers, or the garden becomes 
a wilderness according to his good-will and pleasure, and at his whisper all other 
allegiances melt away like ropes of sand. — H. E. Haggard, 

Rose. — Under the rose — privately; secretly; in confidence. P. 

The Alsatians and we have some common enemies, and we have, under the rose, 
some common friends,— Scott. 

Meadows went to the Black Horse, the village public-house, to see what farmers 
wanted to borrow a little money, under the rose. — C. Eeade. 

John, saying nothing, continued to disobey the order, under the rose. — K. L. 
Stevenson. 

A hed of roses — a luxurious place ; a very comfortable situation. P. 

That James Ailsa, sensitive and shrinking, did not repose just then upon a bed of 
roses, may be easily understood. — Mrs. Henry Wood. 

Life could not have been a bed of roses for any of them.— M rs. Henry Wood. 

Rot. — Hot or all rot — humbug ; nonsense. S. A favourite schoolboy 
phrase in England. 

By this time Mouti had got the horses up, and asked if he was to inspan. 

‘‘Ho ; wait a bit,” said John. “ Very likely it is all rot ” (my fears are unfounded), 
he added to himself.— H. R. Haggard. 

Let’s stick to him, and no more rot (nonsense), and drink his health as the head of 
the house.— T. Hughes, 
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Rouge. — JRoiige et noir — a well-known game of cards. French. Liter- 
ally, “ red and black.” 

Those who are interested in the mysteries of rouge et Tioir,— B eaconsfield. 

Rough. — To rough it — to endure hardships; to do without comforts or 
luxuries. P. 

Take care of Fanny, mother ; she is tender, and not used to rough it like the rest 
of us.— J ane Austen. 

The luxurious style which men who have served long in the army, and often been 
obliged to rough it, know so well how to enjoy.— G. J. Whyte-Melville. 

Hough on — hard lines for ; a hardship to ; unfortunate for. C. 

There was a universal feeling, he assured his ward, of syrnpathy for him. Every- 
body felt that it was rough on such a man as himself to find that he was not of illus- 
trious descent.— B esant. 

A rough customer — an unpleasant individual ; one whose manners are 
coarse. F, 

A rough diamond — a person with an unattractive exterior, who possesses 
good qualities of mind and heart. C. 

As for Warrington, that rough diamond had not had the polish of a dancing-master, 
and he did not know how to waltz.— T hackeray. 

The rough side of the tongue — rebuke ; abuse. P. 

Johnson, after the manner of critical bears, often licked with the rough side of 
his tongue. 

Bound . — A round 0 — nothing. F. 

Alfred told her the round 0, which had yielded to “ the duck’s egg,” and was be- 
coming obsolete, meant the cipher set by the scorer against a player’s name who is 
out without making a run (at cricket). — C. Beade. 

To go the round — to circulate ; to be carried to the different members 
of a society. P. 

In spite of the stories which have lately gone the round of the European press as 
to Bussian mobilization on the frontier of Boumania, it is probable that Bussia will 
no longer pursue the policy of tearing off bits of Turkey.— Fortnightly Review, 1SS7. 

In ToxLiid numbers — mentioning an approximate sum which has no small 
figures or fractions. P. 

The cost, in round numbers, will be £3,200. 

A round robin — a document, signed by a number of individuals, which 
has the names radiating from the centre, so that no name heads the 
list. P. 

Their names ‘were reduced to writing, to be respectfully submitted to Johnson. 
But such was the awe entertained of his frown, that every one shrank from putting 
his name first to the instrument; whereupon their names were written about in a 
circle, making what mutinous sailors call “ a round robin.”— Washington Irving-. 
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To round on a j)e,rson — to prove unfaithful to him ; to behave treacher- 
ously to him. F. 

“ Jeremiah, if that venomous wretch Phoebe Parebrother bad married you, would 
you be in danger now?” 

“ No ; there would be nothing to trouble me, if she hadn’t rounded on me.*’— B. L. 
PARJEO^f. 

Row. — A roio of jpins — used to signify what is of small value or im- 
portance. F. 

“ True,” would be my mournful reply ; “ but he doesn’t amount to a row of pins” 
(is a very insignificant person). — Egbert Grant, quoted in Edinburgh Mevmv, 
1882 , 


Row. — A row royal — a grand fight ; a quarrel in which much noise is 
made. F. Tliis “row” rhymes with “now,” and is probably an 
abridgement of “ rout.” 

And the end is general exasperation, with fines, notices of leave, warnings, cheeki- 
ness, retorts, and every element of a row royal.— Besant. 

Rub. — To ruh down — to groom a horse. P. 

When his fellow-beasts are weary grown, 

He’ll play the groom, give oats, and rub ’em down.— Drvdbn. 

“ I could milk a cow and groom a horse with anybody.” 

“Ah!” said Nicholas gravely; “I’m afraid they don’t keep many animals of 
either kind on board ship, Sraike ; and even when they have horses, that they are not 
very particular about rubbing them down.”— DrcKENs. 

To ruh up — to renew ; to refresh ; to brighten. C. 

You will find me not to have rubbed up the memory of what some in the city 
heretofore did.— Swift. 

1 shall be glad of the opportunity of rubbing up my classics a bit ; I have been 
neglecting them lately.— H. E Haggard. 

Therds the rub — that is the point which causes me trouble. P. A quo- 
tation from Shakespeare — Hamlet’s soliloquy. 

“ How does your account with him stand?” 

“ My account ! ah, there’s the rub.”— E dmund Yates. 

Rubicon. — To cross or the Rubicon — to take a decisive step ; to 
venture on a great and dangerous undertaking. P. The Rubicon is 
a small river which separated republican Italy from Cisalpine Gaul. 
Csesar, whose military command was limited to the latter province, 
arrived at this river, and after some hesitation crossed it. By doing 
so he broke the law, and became an invader of his country. 

Compelled to choose between two alternatives, he laid the matter before liis wife, 
and awaited the verdict from her lips. It came without hesitation. “ It is your 
duty ; the consequences we must leave. Go forward, and to victory.” 

The die was thus cast, the Eubicon crossed.— Quarferi?/ Review, 1887. 

Ruddock, — Red ruddochs — gold coin. S. 
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Rule. — To rule the roost or roast — to manage ; to govern ; to have the 
chief say in everything. C. Probably the roost (meaning an assembly 
of fowls) is the original phrase. 

The new-made duke that rules the roast. —Shakespeare. 

Alma, slap-dash, is all again, 

In every sinew, nerve, and vein ; 

Kuns here and there, like Hamlet’s ghost, 

While everywhere she rules the roast.— Prior. 

Mrs Nash was ruling the roast at Caromel’s farm, being unquestionably both mis- 
tress and master. — Mrs. Henry Woon. 

He was biding his time, and patiently looking forward to the days when he himself 
would sit authoritative at some board, and talk and direct, and rule the roast, while 
lesser stars sat round and obeyed, as he had so well accustomed himself to do. —A. 
Trollope. 

He cruised around in the rivers and inlets and sounds of North Carolina for a 
while, ruling the roost. — Harper's Monthly^ 18S7. 

Rum. — A rum start — a strange condition of affairs. S. 

'‘Come,” said Silver, struggling with his ashen lips to get the word out, “this 
won’t do. Stand by to go about. This is a rum start.”— H. L. Stevenson. 

A mm customer — a person difficult to deal with. S. 

If they (the Dutchmen) could only keep their hands out of their breeches pockets, 
they would be rummer customers than they are now.— Captain Marryat. 

Run. — To run to seed. See Seed. 

To run riot — to roam wdldly. See Riot. 

To be run out of anything — to have no more in stock or in one^s posses- 
sion. F. 

I must buy some stamps; I am run out of Queen’s heads.— S. Barino-Goulb. 

To run short — to be insufficient. P. 

However, the house was finished at length and furnished— furnished quietly and 
scantily, because the money ran Chambers's Journal, 1887. 

Several days running — several days in succession. C. 

Fine ladies would never consent to be asked for three Sundays running in the 
parish church,— Trevelyan. 

In the long-run. See Long. 

To run amuch or amok — to rush ahead violently ; to go at a headlong 
pace. P. A Malay phrase. Generally associated with violent and 
angry collisions. 

Eeady to run amuck with any one who crossed him.— D israeli. 

In their alarm they were ready to run amuck of everything. — Manchester 
Guardian, 1880. 

Satire’s my weapon, but I’m too discreet 
To run amuck, and tilt at all I meet.— Pope, 

But what do you mean by being rich? Is it to run amuck and then fail?— 
Besant 
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To run to earth — to secure the capuire of ; to hunt down. C. 

It looks extremely ugly, to say the least of it, that all the men who helped to run 
to earth the various members of the Euthven family were richly rewarded.— 
Spectator, Jan. 7, 188S. 

The run of one^s teeth — as much as one can eat. !F. 

It was an understood thing that he was to have the run of his teeth at Hazelhurst, 
and that his muse was to supply all other wants.— Miss Bkaddon. 

The run of peofle ; the common run — ordinary folks ; the average of 
people. C. 

Perhaps I am scarcely an example of what is popularly called the common run of 
visitors at the Ultramarine.”— James Payn. 

The ordinary or common run — what is customary or usual. P. 

I saw at once that these repasts are very superior to the common run of entertain 
ments.— T hackebay. 

They had pretensions above the ordinary run.— W. Ibving. 

To be run after — to be popular and admired. C. 

“She gives herself wonderful airs, it seems,” said Bassett, rather bitterly. 

Marsh fired up. “ So would any woman that was as beautiful, and as witty, and 
as much run after as she is.” — C. Keade. 

She had been rather fond of society, and much admired and run after before her 
marriage.— T. Hughes. 

To run down— {a) (of a vessel or any body in motion) to sink or over- 
turn it by collision. P. 

As he trotted on, he would call out to fast postmen ahead of him to get out of the 
way, devoutly believing that in the natural course of things he must inevitably over- 
take and run them down.— D ickens. 

[h) to speak against ; to criticise unfavourably. C. 

“How could you, could you deceive me so?” cried Ella pitifull}'. “Suppose I 
hadn’t liked the poems ? ” 

“ Well, then, I should never have told you about them. But didn’t you guess the 
truth when Felspar used to run them down, and protest that they were not half good 
enough for the illustrations ? ” — James Payn. 

(c) to discover ; to hunt after and find. P. 

“ISTow, look here,” said the captain; “you’ve run me down; here I am. Well, 
then, speak up : what is it ? ” — E. L. Stevenson. 

{d) to stop through want of winding (of a watch). P. 

The mechanism of the miller’s life stopped, but that of the watch went on, for Joe 
wound it up that same evening, and it had not since been allowed to run down.— S. 
Baking-Gould. 

Run down — in a low state of health. C, 

This evening, especially, he was much run down, and the unexpected cJiop brought 
a sense of physical comfort which he had not known for a great while.— Besant. 

To run in — to lock up. C. 

Fifty inebriates were run in for the night. 
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Run on — a phrase used in printing, to signify that a paragraph is to he 
contmued without a break. 

A run upon a hanh — a sudden rush of depositors and holders of notes 
anxious to obtain their money. P. 

Jessop’s bank has such a number of small depositors, and issues so many small 
notes. He cannot cash above half of them without notice. If there comes a run, ho 
must have to stop payment this very day.-— IMiss Mulock. 

To run for it — to make off ; to hurry away. F. For it does not refer 
to any object, but is a mere extra phrase. 

Hut just then — crack ! crack! crack! — three musket-shots flashed out of the 
thicket. Merry tumbled head-foremost into the excavation ; the man with the 
bandage spun round like a teetotum, and fell all his length upon his side, where he lay 
dead, but still twitching ; and the other three turned and ran for it with aU their 
might.— E. L. Stevenson. 

To run up a score — to buy articles on credit. F. 

Eun up a score with that Jellico I No ; she’d not be such an idiot as that. — Mms. 
E, Wood. 

To run on anything — (of the mind) to be occupied with thoughts of 
it. P. 

In England everybody’s head runs on dukes.— James Payn. 

To run a rig ; to run one's rigs—A>o play a trick ; to be riotous. F. 

While I live you shall be kept straight and like a lady; and when I’m gone I 
shan’t be none (any) the wiser if you go wrong and run your rigs as you have done.— 
Mrs. E. Lynn Linton. 

To run over — (a) to overflow. P. 

He fills his famished maw, his mouth runs o’er 

With unchewed morsels, while he churns the gore. — Dryden. 

{h) to read or consider in a hasty manner. P. 

If we run over the other nations of Europe, we shall only pass through so . many 
different scenes of poverty.— Addison. 

To run out — (a) to come to an end. P. 

When a lease had run out, he stipulated with his tenant to resign^up twenty acres 
without lessening his rent. — Swift. 

[h] to digress ; to extend ; to expand. P. 

Nor is it sufficient to run out into beautiful digressions. — Addison. 

To run up — (of a building) to erect speedily; to build in a short 
time. C. 

This whole street was run up in three months’ time. 

Busll. — Tfot loorth a rush — of no value. P. 

John Bull's friendship is not worth a rush.— Arbuthnot. 
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Sack. — To get the sa/^k — to be dismissed from employment. E. A. 
plirase common in French, where sac (sack) means knapsack. It has, 
therefore, reference to the “ marching off” of a soldier. 

I say, I wonder what old Fogg ’nd (would) say, if he knew it. I should get the 
sack, I s’pose (suppose), eh ? — Hugh Conway. 

And what is it to him ?" retorted Evans, with rude triumph; “ he is no longer 
an officer of this jail ; he has got the sack and orders to quit the prison.”— C. JBeade. 

Sackcloth.. — In sackcloth and ashes — in grief and repentance, P. This 
is a Scriptural expression, and comes from the habit of Eastern 
nations on occasions of sorrow and remorse. 

A deplorable error and misfortune, for which humanity should mourn in sackcloth 
and ashes.— J. S. IMill. 

She felt that she might yet recover her lost ground, that she might yet hurl Mr. 
Slope down to the dust from which she had picked him, and force her sinning lord 
to sue for pardon in sackcloth and ashes.— A, Trollope. 

Sad. — A sad dog — a merry fellow ; a gay man ; a man given to jok- 
ing. F. 

I am afraid, ma’am, your son is a sad dog. 

Safe. — Safe hind, safe find — what is packed up securely will be easily 
got again. C. 

Safe bind, safe find— you know the proverb.— "Wilkie Collins. 

Sail . — To sail close to the xoind — to go very near to impropriety or 
danger. C. Said of a ship when nearly running into the wind. 

He had always been so especially hard on a certain kind of young English gentle- 
man, who has sailed too close to the wind at home, and who comes to the colony to 
be whitewashed. — H. Kingsley. 

To make sail — (a) to start (of a sailing vessel). P. 

The captain gave orders for unmooring ship, and we made sail, dropping down 
slowly with the wind and tide, — E. H. Dana, jun. 

[h) to start ; to go off. F, 

The signal to make sail for the drawing-room was given, and they all arose and 
departed. —Thackeray. 

To strike sail — (a) to lower the sails. P, 

(5) to be more humble ; to lessen one’s pretensions. P. 

Margaret 

Must strike her sail, and learn awhile to serve 
While kings command.— S hakespeare. 

Bail of the line — warships. P. 

Before he left Egypt he (Nelson) burnt three of the prizes. They could not have 
been fitted for a passage to Gibraltar in less than a month, and that at a great ex- 
pense, and with the loss of the service of at least two sail of the line.— Southey. 
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To set sail. See Set. 

Sake.— ^0^’ sake's sake — for old times ; because of previous acquaintance. 
F. Equal to the Scotch “ For auld langsyne.” 

I’ve a-boen (I have been) long minded to do’t for sake’s sake.— T. Hughjes, 

Y et for old sake’s sake she is still, dears, 

The prettiest doll in the world.— C. Kingsley. 

Salt. — A hove the salt — in a position of honour. P. The salt-cellar in 
the dining-hall of former times was placed half-way down the table, 
and marked the division between the equals of the master in rank and 
his inferiors. 

Below the salt — in an inferior position. P. 

His lordship’s business, however, lies chiefly with those, so to speak, below the 
salt.— G. J. Whyte-Melville. 

To eat a man's salt — to partake of his hospitality ; to be his guest. C- 
This, among the Arabs especially, constituted a sacred bond between 
host and guest. It is considered unseemly for a person to eat a man’s 
salt and then to speak ill of him. 

One does not eat a man’s salt, as it were, at these dinners. There is nothing sacred 
in this kind of London hospitality.— Thackeeay. 

To salt a mine — to sprinkle some precious ore about it, so that it may 
appear rich and productive. C. A common trick. 

If it hadn’t been for the Dutchman’s story they would never have known the mine 
was salted at all.— St. Louis Democrat, April 17, 1888. 

To throiv salt on the tail — a ludicrous ];)hrase, applied to the attempted 
capture of something difficult to catch. Children are told they may 
catch birds if they succeed in throwing salt upon their tails, as in the 
nursery rhyme, — 

Simple Simon went a hunting 
For to catch a quail ; 

He got a pennyworth of salt 
To throw upon its tail. 

His intelligence is so good, that were you coming near him with soldiers or con- 
stables or the like, I shall answer for it you will never lay salt on his tail.— Scott. 

Plenty of subjects going about for them that know how to throw salt upon their 
tails. That’s what’s wanted. — Dickens. 

The salt of the earth — the wholesome portion of a community ; that por- 
tion of a community which has a good influence upon the rest. P. 
The expression is taken from Matthew’ v. 13 : “Ye are the salt of the 
earth.” 

We require to call up before us the dissenting community of the period, with its 
strong underlying sense, not only that it was the salt of the earth, but that its 
bounden duty was to prove itself so.— M rs. Oliphant. 

Rather too salt — said of an excessive hotel bill or overcharge of any 
kind. S. 
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To spill salt. This is considered unlucky. It is also considered un- 
lucky to help another to salt at table: ‘‘Help to salt, help to 
sorrow.” 

Some of those eggs were for breakfast, and I ate them with a good appetite ; but in 
helping myself to salt I spiEed it, on which she started up with a scream.— 
TH^IGKEEA-Y. 

Worth one's salt—oi value ; serviceable. C. 

He loved, to earn his money. He delighted to believe — Toby was very poor, and 
couldn’t well afford to part with a delight— that he was worth his salf.—DicKENS. 

Every man who is worth his salt has his enemies.— T. Hughes. 

True to one's faithful to one’s employer. P. 

Faithful as they were to their salt, they had never so much as dreamed that the 
master whom they had served so loyally could betray them. — J. A. Fkoude. 

With a grain of salt. See Grain. 

Sam,— 2^0 stand Sam— to entertain friends ; to pay for refreshments. 
S. Sam is a contraction for “Uncle Sam,” a jocular name for the 
U.S. Government. The phrase, therefore, originally means to pay all 
expenses, as the Government does. 

Samaritflll. — -4 good Samaritan — one who behaves in a kind and com- 
passionate manner to those who have no claims upon him. P. See 
the parable of the Good Samaritan (Luke x. 29). 

I took leave of the good Samaritan, w’ho appointed two of my niggers to see me 
out of the wood.— C. Reade. 

It is seldom that debtors or good Samaritans waylay people under gas-lamps in 
order to force money upon them, so far as I have seen or heard.— J. R. Lowell. 

Same.— the same— {a) no difference. P. 

‘‘ It must be late in the afternoon, then,” said the lawyer rather crossly. 

“ All the same to me,” acquiesced the Pater.— Mrs. H. Wood. 

(&) nevertheless. C. 

He may ha a reformed character. AU the same, I cannot employ him. 

Sanctum. — Sanctum sanctorum — a private retreat ; the room in a house 
set apart for one’s private use. C. Latin. 

“ If I might be allowed to propose,” said Lazarus, “ I would suggest your follow- 
ing me into my sanctwni. sanctorum .’’ — S Baring Gourd. 

Baud. — The sajid has run out — the appointed term has come to an end. 
P. Sand is here the sand in the hour-glass, by which time was 
formerly measured. 

‘‘Hush, my child— never talk of dying. Please God, you have many years of life 
before you.” 

She shook her golden head a little sadly. “ No, doctor, roy sand has run out ; a7id 
perhaps it is as well.”— H. R. Haggard. 

A rope of sand. See Rope. 
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Sang. — Sang froid — cold blood ; calmness in tlie presence of excitement 
or of danger. P. French. 

Then Eobinson, who had never lost his presence of mind, and had now recovered 
his sangfroid, made all four captives sit round together on the ground in one little 
lot.— C. Eeade. 

Sans. — Sails fa^on — without observing strict etiquette. P. French. 

“ 'Will you both come and dine with me to-night, sans fagon; there will be nobody 
except Agatha and Mr. Heigham?” asked Mrs. Carr. — H. E. Haggaud. 

Satan. — Satan reproving sin. This phrase is xised when the person who 
finds fault with another is equally guilty of the bad habit. F. 

Satin. — A yard of satin — a glass of gin. London slang. 

Sauce. — What is saneefor the goose is sauce for the gander — like things 
demand like treatment. C. 

Now, what’s sauce for the goose is sauce for the gander : if you put a pressure on 
one class to make it train itself properly, you must put a pressure on others to the 
same end. — M. Arnold. 

Sauve. — Sauve qni pent. This phrase is used when, in a time of clanger, 
every one looks out for his own safety. P. French. 

If Swift had not been committed to the statesmen of the losing side, what a fine 
satirical picture we might have had of that general saum qui pent (scramble out of 
danger) amongst the Tory party.— Thaceerav. 

Savoir. — Savoir vivre — knowledge of polite life. P. French. 

Miss Nugent had always seen him in large companies, where he was admired for 
his savoir vivre and entertaining anecdotes. — Maria Edgeworth. 

Savour. — To savour of the pan — to betray its origin. F. 

To savour of the frying-pan — to show signs of heresy. P. 

Bishop Nix of Norwich used to call the persons whom he suspected of heretical 
opinions, “men savouring of the frying-pan.”— Soutuey. 

Say. — To say onds say — to say all one has to say ; to tell one’s own 
story in one’s own way. C. 

Ladies and gentlemen, the workman has said his say, and I hope the company 
have been amused. — C. Eeade. 

Scarce. — To maize oneself scarce — to retire ; to withdraw ; to go off. F. 

As soon as ever they understood the object of their feared and respected com- 
mandant, a general desire manifested itself to make themselves respectively and col- 
lectively scarce.— H. E. Haggard. 

When a lady tells you decidedly she can’t stop to talk to you, and when she ap- 
pears up to her eyes in cleaning house or something of that sort, the next thing to 
do is to make yourself scarce. — George Eliot. 

Scarlet. — The Scarlet Woman — the Church of Rome. P. A term 
borrowed from the Bible (Rev. xvii. 4), 

The latter old lady (Eome) maybe the Scarlet Woman, or the beast with ten horns, 
if you will. — J. E. Lowell. 
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Opinion I it’s what the believers in the Scarlet Woman call inveterate contumacy; 
they used to burn people for it. — James Payn. 

Scarlet fever — feminine preference for military men. !F. The British 
military colour is red. 

Schoolmaster. — The schoolmaster is abroad — good education is spread- 
ing everywhere. P. Often, but wrongly, used in the opposite sense 
— to imply that the schoolmaster is absent, and is much needed. 

Let the soldier be abroad if he will, he can do nothing in this age. There is an- 
other personage— a personage less imposing in the eyes of some, perhaps insignificant. 
The schoolmaster is abroad, and I trust to him, armed with his primer, against the 
soldier in full military array.— Lonn Brougham. 

Scissors. — Scissors and paste — ^the implements of a newspaper sub-editor, 
who cuts out extracts from other journals for his own. C. ^ 

They saw iu the applicant for the editorship merely an inferior, whose duty had 
probably lain in the scissors and paste department.— Besant. ^ 

Score. — To go off at score — (a) to lose control of oneself ; to speaJk in a 
rambling way. P. 

The conversation soon becoming general, lest the black-eyed should go off at score 
and turn sarcastic, that young lady related to Jemima a summary of everything she 
knew concerning 3Mr. Dombey— his prospects, family, pursuits, and character.— 
Dickens 

Keuben would answer, going off at score in his old way.— H. Kingsley. 

if) to proceed without any hesitancy or break. C. 

In every year of a boy’s school-life he learned to read two or three little books, and 
he usually had these so well by heart that he could go off at score if you started him 
on any given page. — Nineteenth Centicry, July 1888. 

Scot. — Scot free — quite uninjured. P. 

1 could not name a single woman of my acquaintance of whom I have not heard 
some story or other. Even dear, good, old Hester doesn’t come off scot free.— 
Florence Marryat. 

Scot and lot — ^payment exacted by the parish. P. 

The right of voting at Westminster was in the householders paying scot and lot. — 
Macaulay. 

Scotch. — Scotch fiddle — the itch. S. 

A Scotch martnage — an irregular marriage. P. The Scotch marriage 
law required very few formalities. The village of Gretna Green, on 
the Border, was famous for such marriages. 

A good many years ago, when I was very young, and a most consummate fool, I 
got myself entrapped into a Scotch marriage.— Miss Br addon. 

A Scotch mist — a drizzling rain. C. 

“ Drip, drip, drip ! ” cried Celia, pettishly ; “ one of these odious Scotch mists, that 
is as likely to last for a week as for an hour.”— Miss Braddon. 

Out of all scotch — excessively. F. 
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I did not scotch my mind — T spoke plainly. F. 

Scotland. — Scotland Yard — the London police head-quarters. C. 

He’ll bleed you to your last sixpence, and, as likely as not, when you’re cleaned out 
he’ll write to Scotland Yard. — H. Christie Murray. 

Who set Scotland Yard on my heels ? Who put you up to the fact that I am the 
man who called himself Chicot ? — Miss Braddon. 

Scrape. — To scra'pe. acquaintance with any one — to insinuate oneself into 
terms of familiarity ; to make friends in a chance way. C. 

Scratch. — To ’bring one to the scratch — to cause one to come to a deci- 
sion. C. The scraich is the line in a prize-ring up to which the 
boxers are led. 

I’m the fellow to bring old Bryce up to the scratch. — George Eliot. 

To come to the scratch — to declare oneself ; to come to a decision ; to act 
decisively. 0 . 

Indeed, had it not been for a little incident about to be detailed, it is doubtful if 
Mr. Bellamy would have ever come to the scratch at all.— H. K. Haggard. 

Finally, to my patron’s great content, I consented to come up to the scratch, and 
Monday night I had the hardihood to present myself in the music-room of the 
Adelphi.— C. Beade. 

A scratch runner — one who, in a handicap race, starts from the line, or 
starting-post, and gets no advantage. 

Old Scratch — the devil. F. 

“ Sam,” says she, “ what on earth ails you, to make you act so like Old Scratch in 
your sleep ? Haliburton. 

I’d as soon intrust my affairs to Old Scratch as to him.— Mrs. H. Wood. 

A scratch team or pach — a number of individuals brought together acci- 
dentally or hastily. P. 

It seems now to be generally understood that Constantinople itself is not to be de- 
fended by this country, unless Hungarian feeling should make Austria fight, and 
unless a scratch pack of other allies can also be obtained.— Eeview, 
18S7. 

Screw. — A screw loose — something wrong ; a disturbing element. C. 
Said wdien two friends have a difference, or when something wrong or 
unpleasant happens in one’s affairs. 

“ Jefferson forgot to insert one little word,” said I; “he should have said, ‘all 
white men.’ ” 

“Well,” said he, “I must admit there is a screw loose somewhere.”— Halt- 
burton. 

Our landlady turned pale no doubt she thought there was a screw loose in my 
intellect. — O. W. Holmes. 

A71 old screw — a miserly fellow. F. 

This gentleman and the guard knew Sir Pitt very well, and laughed at him a great 
deal. They both agreed in calling him an old screw, which means a very stingy, 
avaricious person. — Thackeray. 
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To draw oiids screw — to draw one’s salary. S. 

He’s a reporter on the Nexos^ and draws a handsome screw.— Besant. 

To screiv one^s courage to the sticldng -place — to resolve to act decisively ; 
to summon up boldness to strike. P. A quotation from Shakespeare 
[Macbeth, act i. scene vii. line 60) : “ But screw your courage to the 
sticking-place, and we’ll not fail. ” 

He either did not fear him, or had screwed his courage to the sticking-place.— 
James Payn. 

To put on the screw — to limit one’s credit ; to be less bold and venture- 
some in business undertakings. 0. 

To put under the screw — to coerce or compel. C. 

To put the screio on — to bring pressure to bear on; to apply force 
to. C. 

He knew where he could put the screw on George.— Thackekay. 

Regularly screwed — drunk. S. 

Sea. — At sea — in a state of perplexity ; unable to give any explanal^ion 
or solution. P. 

It was disgusting that these two young people— for his niece looked as much at sea 
(perplexed) as his son— should- be so wrapped up in one another and their common- 
place affairs, as to have forgotten “Vortigern and Powena” already.— James Paym. 

I could not have been more at sea had I seen a Chinese lady from Pekin.— Mus. 
H. Wood. 

Half seas over — the worse for liquor. S. 

To get one^s sea-legs on — to be able to walk steadily on shipboard. F. 

Give him a little time to get the use of his wits in emergencies, and to know the little 
arts that do so much for a patient’s comfort— just as you give a young sailor time to 
get his sea-legs on and teach his stomacli to behave itself— and he will do well 
enough.— 0. W. Holmes, 

Beyond seas — on the other side of the ocean. P. 

The husband or lover may have been o.ut of the way— beyond seas, perhaps— a 
sailor, very likely.— Miss Braddok. 

Sea-horses — the white breakers on the sea-coast 

Alice’s eyes are fixed on the white sea-horses.— A ustem Pember. 

The son of a sea-cooh — a contemptuous term in use among seamen. S. 

If he got any more cheek from him, or any other post and rail son of a sea-cook.— 
H. Kingsley. 

Sear. — The sear and yellow leaf— old age. P. 

My way of life 

Is fallen into the sear, the yellow leaf. — Shakespeare. 

The baby in whose honour they had all met is a matron in the sear and yellow 
leaf.— T homas Hardy. 
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Season. — In season and out of season — at suitable times aud at xinsuit- 
able times. P. 

He made many enemies by these things, uttered in season and out of season.-- 
Macmillan's Magazine, 1887. 

Second. — To come off second best — to be defeated. C. 

The Koh-i-noor, as we named the gentleman with the diamond, left us, however, 
soon after that “little mill,” as the young fellow John called it, where he came off 
second best. — 0. W. Holmes. 

See. — To see double — to be drunk. C. 

To have seen better days — to have been in a higher social position ; to 
have been in a better condition. P. Used both of persons and 
things. 

He’s an Englishman, and, I guess, has seen better days. — Halibueton. 

To see to anything — to attend to it ; to take care of it. P. 

He’s above thinking of farming tools; be sees to the bran-new gig.— Haliburtoit. 

She (Lady Palmerston) saw to everything. — Public Opinion, 1886. 

To see off— to accompany to the place of departure ; to witness the de- 
parture of. P. 

Before he could say any more, in came Bessie herself, saying that the driver was 
waiting, and they went out to see her sister off.— H. R. Haggard. 

To see well and good — to think fit ; to be willing ; to consent. C. 

An’ if your reverence sees well and good, I’ll send my boy to tell ’em as soon as I 
get home.— George Eliot. 

To see a person at York first — an expression of extreme unwillingness, 
used where one is unwilling to do a service or grant a favour. P. 

If a girl like Miss Jennynge had done it — though, as a matter of fact, she would 
have seen him at York first (was most unwilling to do such a thing) — it would have 
been civil, and that’s all.— James Payn. 

Seed. — To run to seed — {a) to grow rank ; to become weak by excess of 
growth. P. 

I am inclined to think that there is such a thing as architecture run to seed, — 
Nineteenth Century, 1886. 

There is no use denying the fact that in the popular imagination the Byzantine 

Empire appears as a political monstrosity a world, in short, which consisted in 

civilization run to seed. — Scottish Reviev\ 1886. 

Painters had been in the Bank House, which had been running to seed and calling 
in the most crying manner to be done up. — Sarah Tytler. 

Mr. Monks is aware that I am not a young man, my dear, and also that I am a 
little run to seed. — D ickens. 

[b) to become seedy, or worn out. 

Seek. — To seeh — lacking; deficient. P. 

The Germans in Greek 
Are sadly to seek.— Porson. 
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He did very well understand that the adhesion of two such pretty and well-dressed 
girls to the cause, which is at present sadly to seek in the matter of young ladies, 
would greatly stimulate waverers and bring enthusiasm into the ranks.— Besant. 

Sell. — To sell another man — ^to deceive lum. S. 

Did I ever tell you how the young vagabond sold me last half ?— T. Hughes. 

To sell a man — to force him to become a bankrupt ; to compel him to 

have his property brought to auction. P. 

Then he would send in liis bills, sue her, sell her up, and drive her out of the place 
stripped to the last farthing.— Besant. 

To sell out — (a) to leave the army. P. This phrase was used when 
commissions in the army were bought and sold, a system abolished by 
Mr. Gladstone’s government in 1869. 

It was in this period that he quitted the Guards, and sold out of the army.— 
Thackeuay. 

(&) to get rid of investments ; to take ready money in place of in- 
vestments. P. 

Still a great loss would be incurred by selling out of them at a period of depres- 
sion.— C. Beads. 

To sell of —\)0 part with the whole of anything. P. 

George heard of a farmer who was selling off his sheep about fifty miles off near 
the coast.— C. Eeade. 

Send. — To send to Coventry — to exclude from companionship. F. 

Sent to Coventry” signifies in disgrace or disfavour with one’s asso- 
ciates. Most used by schoolboys, who inflict the punishment fre- 
quently on their fellows. See Boycott. 

In fact that solemn assembly, a levy of the school, had been held, at which the 
captain of the school had got up, and given out that any boy, in whatever form, 
who should thenceforth appeal to a master, without having first gone to some pre- 
positor and laid the case before him, should be thrashed publicly, and sent to 
Coventry.— T. Hughes. 

To send one about one’s business — to dismiss peremptorily. P. 

Upon this I was, naturally, mollified, and sent him about his business, hoping to 
have seen the last of him at Highmore. — C. Beade. 

Seniores. — Seuiores 2 nuores — elders first ; let the older people take pre- 
cedence. 0. Latin. 

We say at school, Seniores imores (let favour go by seniority).— C. Eeade. 

Sere. — See Sear. 

Serve. — To serve a person out — to retaliate upon him for real or fancied 
wrongs ; to wreak revenge on him. C. 

‘‘Little brute,” cried Hawes viciously; “I’ll work him; I’ll serve him out."— C. 
Reads. 
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To serve a man right — to be a right treatment for him ; to punish him 
deservedly. C. 

He knocked him clean off his legs on to the deck, where he lay stunned and bleed- 
ing. “ Serve him right,” cried Charlie from the hatchway, — G. J. Whvte-Melville. 

To serve one's turn — to be useful on occasion ; to assist or prove service- 
able when needed. P. 

His connection with the press serves our tui-n, Harry, doesn’t it?— Edmund 
Yates. 

To serve one a tad turn — to do him an injury. C. 

You mean well, I have no d(&ubt; but you never in your life served me a worse 
turn than when you prevented me from hitting that man.— W. E. Hokris. 

Set. — A set down — a chance ride in a passing vehicle. P. 

Part of the journey I performed on foot; but wherever I could I got a set down, 
because I was impatient to get near the Land’s End.— Maria Edgeworth. 

To set about — to commence ; to make preparations for. P. 

They gave him hints that he might set about doing something to provide himself 
with a living.— 'William Black. 

To set one's cap at — (of a woman) to try to captivate ; to try to obtain as 
a husband. P. 

“ You won’t like everything from India now, Miss Sharp,” said the old gentleman ; 
but when the ladies had retired after dinner, the wily old fellow said to his son, 
“ Have a care, Joe ; that girl is setting her cap at you,” — Thackeray. 

To set one's face against — to oppose resolutely. P. 

Nor was it in the least on sesthetic grounds that he had set his face against the 
whole scheme. — Good JFords, 1S87. 

To set the teeth on edge — to irritate ,* to grate upon the feelings. P. 

His nails also were flat and shapeless, and he used to be continually gnawing 
them till he had succeeded in getting them down to the quick, and they were a sight 
to set a Christian’s teeth on edge. — S. Warren. 

To set one's face like a flint — to be resolute and determined. P. 

They were a couple of lion-like men; they had set their faces like a flint.— 
Bunyan. 

To set against or over against — to place on tbe opposite side from, so as 
to counterbalarwie or make even. P. 

There were cows to be paid for, with the smith and farrier’s bill, to be set against 
the rent of the demesne.— Maria Edgeworth. 

In fact, one vice is to be set over against another, and thus something like a 
balance is obtained. — B. H. Dana. 

To set on foot — to start ; to begin. P. 

He did not stop to set on foot an inquiry into his train of thought or state of feel- 
ing,— Dickens. 

To set the Thames (or a river) on fire — ^to be conspicuously able 5 to be a 
man of light and leading. P. 

From nearer home we have the well-known expression, “ He will never set the 

19 
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Thames on fire.” It is thus explained. Our ancestors used a wooden miU, or quern, 
which sometimes took fire when worked with great rapidity. This mill was called 
the thoLinmis ; and when in the hands of an idle miller, the chances of its becoming 
ignited were considerably minimiaed.— the Year Round, 1SS7. 

I hardly expect him to set the Thames on fire ; but I hope his mother will never 
have reason to be ashamed of him. — "W. E. JSTobbis 

These lead lives colourless, so far as the nation’s advancement is concerned. They 
set no stream on fire, and count their duty to the state satisfied when they have paid 
their taxes- 

Well set up — ^well built; having a powerful frame. C. 

He was well set up ; a big, handsome fellow, with brown hair straight and short, a 
smooth cheek, and a full moustache.— B esabt. 

To set off—[a) to start. P. 

He set off for Bedford early that morning.— C. Eeape. 

Yivian set off the next day for Sir Badmore Scrope’s.— E eaconseteld. 

(6) to embellish ; to show to advantage. P. 

That is a becoming glass, Gwendolen ; or is it the black and gold colour that sets 
you off ?— George Eliot. 

Miss Crawley had a good taste. She liked natural manners— a little timidity only 
set them off.— Thackeray. 

A sei-ojf— what counterbalances. P. 

As a little set-off against the pig-master’s biUs, I make heavy entries against the 
good squire.— B lackmore. 

Others talked of the shop as infra dig.; the set-off against which was the education 
and beauty of the bride.— Captain Mabbyat. 

To set in — to become settled in a particular state. P. 

The afternoon set in dull, and toward evening the sea freshened sufiBciently to send 
most of the passengers below. — H. B. H.^ggard. 

To set sail — to start on a voyage. P. 

Henry had taken the child she brought him in his arms, and set sail in a vessel 
bound for Africa.— M rs. Incheald, 

My friend the captain never inquired after me, but set sail with as much indiffer- 
ence as if I had been on board. — Goldsmith. 

To set up — to restore ; to re-establisli. P. 

So he tried everything he could think of to get set up (strong again). — T. Hughes. 

“ It says, by the way, that the Duke of Dunderhead is certainly making up to Mrs. 
Thumps, the rich Nightman’s widow ; a precious good hit that, isn’t it ? You know 
the duke’s as poor as a rat ! ” 

“ Oh, that’s no news. It will quite set him up (restore him to wealth), and no 
mistake,”— S. Warren. 

To set up for — to pretend to be. P. 

Henry White swore he would take rooms at the Tremont House and set up for a 
gentleman. — B. H. Dana, jun. 

The youth, before setting up for a gentleman, had been an attorney’s apprentice. 
— W. IBVING. 

To set store by. See Stoke. 
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To set little by — to value slightly ; to despise. P. 

His prince, the lord of that country, will shortly come into these parts, and will 
know the reason, if they have any, why his neighbours set so little by him.— 
Bunv.in. 

A set-to — a fight. F, 

At a dead set — in a state of stagnation ; at a standstill. P. 

To make a dead set at — to single out as the object of one’s attentions. C. 

The old lady made a dead set at the parson. 

Settle. — To settle a maids hash — to kill him. S. 

He received some terrible kicks on the back and legs. ‘‘Give it him on the 
head ! “ Kick his life out ! “ Settle his hash ! ”~C. Eea.t>e. 

I take no blame for settling his hash. — it. L. Stev'enson. 

7 0 settle doivu — to adopt a reg'ular mode of life ; to engage in one’s life- 
work ; to cease to wander about. P. 

“Surely,” thought Angela, “he is settling down; he will soon find work.”— 
Besa-nt. 

Seven. — The seven deadly sins — ^pride, envy, wrath, sloth, covetousness, 
gluttony, and lust. P. 

Sure, it is no sin ; 

Or of the deadly sins it is the least.— S hakespea-Ke. 

Vulgarity is an eighth deadly sin, added to the list in these later days.— J. Tl. 
Lowell 

Seven-league hoots — boots which carried their wearer at an extra- 
ordinarily rapid rate. P, An expression borrowed from a well-known 
fairy tale. 

Mr. Carlyle would be much better if he didn't take health by the throat (as it 
were), bathing as if he were a little boy in the Serpentine, walking as if he had 
seven-league boots. — J a.ne Caklyle. 

The seven sleepevs — seven Christian youths who fled from persecution in 
the third century, and fell asleep in a cave. They did not awake 
until their discovery more than two hundred years later. The story 
occurs in various forms. 

A roasted os and a lethargy like that of the seven sleepers would scarce restore 
you to the use of your refreshed and waking senses. — Scott. 

A seven days' something which ahsoz^hs public interest for a 

short time and then is forgotten. C. See Kinb. 

The seven days’ wonder about the hoy had almost died away. — H ugh Conway. 

Sewn. — Seivn up — intoxicated. S. 

He took care to tell you that some of the party were pretty considerably “sewn 
up” too —Thackeray,' 

Shade. ^ — To fall into the shade — ^to cease to attract attention. P. 

But, finally, the original Semite fell more and more into the shade. The Aryan 
came to the front.— H. H. Haggar-d. 
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Shake. — To shahe a leg — (a) to dance. 

I explain that the stage is ready for them, if they like to act; or the concert-room, 
if they will sing; or the dancing-room, should they wish to shake a leg.— Besant. 

[h) to move about. T. 

He was so bad that father never let him come into the house, where, he said, 
honesty alone should shake a leg. — Besant 

To shaJce one’s head — to indicate disapproval, don])t, or dissent. P. 

When he read the note from the two ladies, he shook his head, and observed that 
an affair of this sort demanded the utmost circumspection.— Goldsmith. 

No great shakes — of little value or account. S. 

Oatmeal is no great shakes at best. It ain’t even so good for a horse as real yellow 
Indian corn.— Halibuktont. 

To shake hy the hand or shake hands — to salute by gi’asping tlie hand. P. 

But she smiles as she shakes her by the hand.— Florence Marryat. 

He said, “I wish you to abstain from writing to Sir Charles, and him to visit you 
only once more before liis marriage, just to shake hands and part, with mutual 
friendship and good wishes.”— 0. Reade. 

T’o shake the elbow — to gamble with dice. 

To shake the dw^t off one’s feet — (a) an act showing one’s displeasure with 
any place, and a determination never to return tliither. P. 

He (Beust) had been regarded by the Austrians as the author of their misfortunes, 
and wrote from their capital to a friend in Saxony: “To-morrow I leave Vienna. 
I will shake the dust off my feet. I will not return there in a hurry.”— 

Keview, 1SS7. 

Soon after the interview jnst recorded, he left Barchester, shaking the dust off 
his feet as he entered the railway-carriage. — A. Trollope, 

(&) to cease travelling. C. 

At length the pilgrim shook the dust off his feet at Heidelberg.— Beaconsfield. 

To shake in one’s shoes — to be in a state of apprehension or fright. C. 

The children’s copybooks, etc., were laid out for inspection, while the embryo 
scholars manifestly shook in their shoes before the verdict to bo pronounced on their 
halting performance.— Sarah Tytler, 

Sharp. — Sharp practice — grasping behaviour ; conduct W'hich is defens- 
ible on legal grounds, but is yet considered ungenerous. P. 

“I call this,” said Tommy, in a great rage, “confounded sharp practice. ’’—Besant. 

Sheep. — To cast or make sheep’s eyes — to look at witli amorous eyes. C. 

The horrid old colonel, with a head as bald as a cannon ball, was making sheep’s 
eyes at a half-caste girl there. — Thackeray. 

Black sheejy — bad characters. C. 

“ We are as liable to have black sheep here as elsewhere,” the archdeacon replied.— 
A. Trollope. 
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Sheet. — Three sheets in the wind — lialf -intoxicated. F. 

Captain Cuttle, looking, candle in hand, at Bunsby more attentively, believed 
that he was three sheets in the wind, or, in plain words, drunk.— Dickens. 

Shelf. — Laid or imt on the shelf—no longer engaged in active work ; set 
aside to make room for more active workers. P. 

What is a man to do when he’s put on the shelf and has no home ?— Words 
1SS7, 

Shell. — To shell out — to pay out money. S. 

We can always make the old villain shell out, as he ought.— Mas. E. LvNrr 
Linton. 

Shield. — The other side of the shield — the other side of any question. 
P. The story is told of two knights who, meeting at a post from 
which a sliield was suspended, fell to quarrelling about the material 
of which the shield was composed. The one held it to be gold, the 
other silver. From words they came to blows. After a bitter struggle 
they discovered that both were right, since tiie one side was gold, 
and the other side silver. 

Shift.— iTo mahe shift — to contrive with difficulty. P. 

He bad. erected a mill in miniature for the diversion of Edward’s infant grandson, 
and made shift in its construction to introduce a pliant bit of wood that answered 
with its fairy clack to the murmuring of the rill that turned it.— H. Mackenzie. 

By my other labours I make shift to eat and drink and have good clothes.— Gold- 
smith. 

Shilling.— talce the Qiieen\s shilling or get the shilling — to become a 
soldier. P. Soldiers on enlisting received a shilling from the recruit- 
ing sergeant as a sign of the bargain having been concluded. 

It was then that, not caring what became of me, I took the Queen’s shilling, and 
became a soldier. — B. L, Fakjeon. 

“I am ready enough to become a recruit,” said Allen. 

“But you can’t And the man with the ribbons and the shilling (the recruiting- 
sergeant). Patience ! The recruiting-sergeant is always about. You will get that 
shilling.”— Besant. 

Shine. — To talce the shine out of— to surpass ; to outshine j to outvie. 
F. Also, but less correctly, off of . 

You will become a rival potentate to my governor. You will take the shine out 
of him directly.— -C. Keade. 

He is the first man of the age; and it’s generally allowed our doctors take the 
shine off of all the world. — H alibxjrton. 

Ship . — When one^s ship comes in or home — when one’s fortune is made. F. 

Yesterday afternoon I brought my long business to a head: the ship has come 
home; one more dead lift, and I shall cease to fetch and carry for the Princess Bata- 
fia.— B. L. Stevenson. 

The wealthy relative, of whom he borrowed for Douglas’s sake, proposed to supply 
him with an income of a hundred pounds per annum until the major’s next expected 
ship should come in.— D. Christie Murray. 
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Ship-shape — neatly arranged. F. 

The ship of the desert — the camel. P. 

Shoe. — To shoe a goose or a gosling — to engage in a foolish or fruitless 
undertaking. F. 

“ The smith that will meddle with all things may go shoe the goslings,” is an old 
proverb.— Maria. Edgeworth. 

To die in one's shoes — to die on the scaffold. F. 

And there is Mr. Fu.'ie, and Lieutenant Tregooze, 

And there is Sir Carnaby Jenks of the Blues. 

All come to see a man die in his shoes.— B arhaii 

To stand in another's shoes — to occupy the position held by another. C. 

Don’t think, if you value your peace of mind, to stand in my shoes when they are 
vacant.— Thaoreray. 

To tread the shoes straight — to be upright in one’s conduct. F. 

To throw an old shoe after one. This is done at weddings to wish good 
luck to the person. An old shoe means “long life.” 

To shake in one's shoes — to be in a state of nervous terror. C. 

When Mrs. Proudie began to talk of the souls of the people he always shook in 
his shoes.— A. Trollope 

To he in another person's shoes — to be in the same position as an- 
other. C. 

“Oh, would I be in Arthur’s shoes after fourth lesson?” said the little boys to 
one another. — T. Hughes. 

To step into another person's shoes — to take the position previously oc- 
cupied by another. O. 

“That will do, sir,” he thundered; “that will do. It is veiy evident now what 
would happen if you stepped into my shoes after my death.”— Words, 1SS7. 

To wait for another's shoes — to look forward with expectation to his 
death. C. 

The old cock means to crow yet over some that are waiting for his shoes. — Scott. 

Cornells, the eldest, who had made calculations of his own, and stuck to the 
hearth, waiting for dead men’s shoes.— C. JReade. 

Quite a different pair of shoes — an altogether different case. F. Prob- 
ably a corruption of the French tout autre chose^ “an altogether 
different thing.” 

Promise and performance are a very different pair of shoes.— Blackmore. 

Where the shoe pinches— the difficulty or cause of discomfort 
lies. C. 

“ He discharged me from visiting the premises.” 

“That was not very polite.” 

“ And threatened to horsewhip me the next time I came there.” 

“Oh, that is where the shoe pinches” (what irritates you).— C. Keade. 
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“I do not believe it; and, anyhow, I will not have yon flirting with her in my 
presence.” 

“ Ah, that is where the shoe pinches.” — F lorence Mabryat. 

Shoot. — To shoot the pit — to cheat a landlord by leaving without paying 
the rent. S. Compare “moonlight flitting” and “shooting of 
moons,” which see. 

Shooting of moons. See Moon. 

Shop. — To tallc shop — to speak exclusively of one’s own business or 
professional affairs. F. 

“ "When he had a few clergymen round him, how he loved to make them happy ! ” 

“ Never talked shop to them, did he?” said the archdeacon. — A. Trollope. 

Short. — Short commons — want of sufficient supplies ; scanty rations. 0. 

He deserves to be soundly rated and kept upon short commons for backing bills.— 
Good Words, 18S7. 

In the midst of short commons, anxiety, and hard work. — H. Kingsley. 

A short cid — a quick path ; a path which saves distance ; a method 
which saves time. P. 

“ See yonder, how our young people are enjoying themselves ! ” and he pointed wdth 
his whip to where Ella and Anastasia, accompanied byYernon and Felspar, could 
be seen approaching tliem by a short cut.— James Payn. 

Catechisms of history, manuals of arithmetic, short cuts to a smattering of science, 
and guides to universal knowledge. — Bd'tnhurgh Revieio, 2SS7. 

Short shrift — little time to repent ; but a small interval before the in- 
fliction of punishment. P. Shrift was the priest’s absolution. 

The neighbours would form a posse in a twinkling, and chase the thief night and 
day till they secured him ; and then short shrift for the poor wretch. — Macmillan’s 
Magazine, 18S7. 

The short and the long of it — ^the whole matter stated briefly ; the sum 
and substance of the matter. P. 

The short and the long of it was, I couldn’t tell what to make of her.— Maria 
Edgeworth. 

And the short and the long of the matter was, that while wo could get several who 
were willing enough to ride to Dr. Livesey’s, which lay in another direction, not one 
would help us to defend the inn. — R. L. Stevenson. 

Shot. — Shot in the locker — funds in hand. F. 

“As long as there’s shot in the locker, she shall want for nothing,” said the gener- 
ous fellow.— T hackeray. 

Shoulder. — To turn, shoio, or give the cold shoulder — to treat coolly ; 
to repulse. P. 

Since I discarded him for Nave, ho has turned the cold shoulder upon me. — Mrs. 
Henry Wood. 

I’m afraid people are rather inclined to show them the cold shoulder.— 
Words, 18S7. 

Some time ago you had a friend whose companionship I thought was doing you no 
good, and I gave him the cold shoulder. — James Payn, 
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To have an old head on young shoulders — to be wise beyond one’s 
years. C. 

You appear to have an old head upon very young shoulders.— Captain Marhyat. 

To rub shoulders — to come into close contact. C. 

Here was a dreary outlook for persons who knew democracy, not by rubbing 
shoulders with it lifelong, but merely from books. — J. U. Lowell. 

With one^s shoulder to the collar — hard at work. C. 

Have I not always had my shoulder to the collar ?— A. Teollope. 

To put one’s shoxdder to the wheel — to commence working in earnest. C. 

“Still, you have only to put your shoulder to the wheel,” insisted the secret^ary. 
“ Time and patience conquer everything.”— James Payn. 

It was only because he had never yet put his shoulder to the wheel.— Miss 
Braddon. 

Show. — To show the door — to dismiss without ceremony. P. 

The upshot of the matter for that while was, that she showed both of them the 
door,— E. L. Stevenson. 

To show ojf— to make a vain display ; to display for the purpose of ex- 
citing admiration. P. 

For this year the Wellesburn return match and the Marylebone match are played 
at Eugby, to the great delight of the town and neighbourhood, and the sorrow of 
those aspiring young cricketers who have been reckoning for the last three months 
on showing off at Lord’s ground.— T. Hughes. 

“You should have seen her dress for court, Emmy,” Osborne cried, laughing. 
“ She came to my sisters to show it off.”— T hackbeay. 

To shoio in — to conduct into a house. P, 

Without suffering me to wait long, my old friend embraced me with the most 
cordial welcome, showed me in, and assured me that he considered himself 
peculiarly fortunate in having under his roof the man he most loved on earth.— 
Goldsmith. 

To show to a room — to conduct thither. P. 

She was so fatigued with the journey, she wished to be shown to her room at once. 
—Florence Marryat. 

To show one’s teeth — to display signs of anger. 0. 

To shoio one’s hand — to reveal one’s plan of action. P. 

Mr. Heyton shows his hand.— James Payn. (Chapter heading.) 

From time to time a man must sho\y liis hand, but save for one supreme exigency 
a woman need never show hers.— W. H. Howells. 

To shoio a person up — to reveal to the world a person’s real character ; 
to disclose a person’s villaiiy or hypocrisy. P. 

“You are a liar, Uncle Coetzee,” was the cool answer. “ English with the English, 
Boer with the Boer. You blow neither hot nor cold. Be careful lest we show you 
up,”— H. E. Haggard. 
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A show of hands — a display of right hands in voting. P. A chairman, 
wishing for the decision of a question by a meeting, often calls for a 
show of hands. 

Shrub . — To shrub about — to get along tolerably well ; to be in a fairly 
good state. P. 

Shut. — To shit up — to be silent. F. 

“True for you, old man,” said Trevor, good-naturedly laughing. “Pitch that 
fellow Dick over the arm of the chair and make him shut vi^P—Blackioood’s Magci- 
zmcy ISSG. 

“You shut up, Johnny. If I pay Eeed out of my own pocket, it’s nothing to 
anybody.”— Mas. H. Wood. 

To shut a person up — to silence him. F. 

Though we agree with Mr. Skelton in wishing that we had also Maillard’s account 
of it, we cannot doubt that the reformer (to use the colloquial expression) shut him 
u-^.—Ath&nmumy 1SS7. 

To shut the stable door when the steed is stolen — to take precautions when 
too late. P. 

And then it all came out— the old story of shutting the stable-door on the stolen 
steed, and separation, when the mischief of constant companionship had been done. — 
Mistletoe Bough, 18S7. 

To shut up shop— to close business ; to cease working. F. 

About this time, in the beginning of 1824, the Jamaica Ginger Beer Company shut 
up shop— exploded, as Gus said, with a bang I— Thackeray. 

Sick. — The Sick Man — Turkey. P, A name given contemptuously, in 
view of its expected partition. 

It was with Sir Hamilton Seymour, the English ambassador, that the czar held 
the famous conversation on the subject of the Sick Man, and the partition of 
Turkey, when Egypt was to have been England’s share.— PttbJic Opinion, 1SS6. 

Side. — To put on side — to be arrogant and assuming in manner. F. 

You will put on all the side you please — when you are outside tho office.— B es ant. 

Sight . — Out of sight — incomparably ; beyond com]parison. C. 

She was walking back through the quiet streets of tho old-fashioned market-town 
to the Bank House, with its peculiar importance and dignity, out of sight the best 
house in Hewton.— S arah Tytleb. 

A bill at sight — a bill which will be cashed when presented, and not 
after three or six months. P. 

ITl pay you off that kiss with interest ; I’ll answer a bill at sight for it (pay at 
once), I will, you may depend, — H aliburtok. 

To have stored moral capital enough to meet the drafts of death at sight must be 
an unmatched tonic.— J. E. Lowele. 

A sight of things — a great number of things. F. 

Bought a sight of furniture— couldn’t hardly get some of it upstairs — 0. W. 
Holmes. 
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A sight for sore eyes — a pleasant object; something pleasant to see. F. 

“ I hope,” said she, “ my lady will come and see me when my lamb is with me ; a 
sight of her would be good for sore eyes.”— C. Eeade. 

Silent. — Silent as the grave — wholly silent ; saying nothing ; making no 
noise. P. 

“ Livesey,” said the squire, “ m be as silent as the grave.”— E. L. Stevenson. 

Silk. — To maize a silk purse out of a sow^s ear — to make a handsome 

' article out of coarse and inferior materials. C. 

He flung the PhiinomcnolorjU to the other end of the room, exclaiming, “That 
smart young fellow is quite right ! it is impossible to make a silk purse out of a sow’s 
ear.”— M. Arnold. 

“Ay,” said the warder, in passing; “ you may lecture the bloke (fellow), but you 
will not make a silk purse out of a sow’s ear.” — C. Eeade. 

The silken tie — the soft and uxvisible bonds of love and affection. P. 
True love’s the gift which God has given 

To man alone beneath the heaven 

It is the secret sympathy, 

The silver link, the silken tie, 

Which heart to heart, and mind to mind, 

In body and in soul can bind.— S cott. 

To take silk — to be made a Queen’s Counsel (Q.C.) at the English bar, 
and be entitled to wear a silk robe. 

Weston became a distinguished barrister and in due course took silk. 

Silver. — Every cloud has a silver lining — ^there is always some ray of 
hope in the darkest condition of affairs. P. 

“ I have a bad headache to-day,” said Helen, by way of excuse for her tears. “ It 
has been gloomy weather lately.” 

“ Gloomy within and without,” he assented, giving a meaning to her words that 
she had not meant to imply, “ But in every cloud, you know, however dark it may 
be, there is a silver lining.” — Mrs. H. Wood. 

A silver wedding — the celebration of the twenty-jfifth anniversary of a 
wedding. P. 

The jubilee of her Majesty wiU be immediately followed by the year making the 
heir apparent’s silver wedding . — Fortnightly Bevie^o, 1887, 

Born loith a silver spoon in one^s mouth. See Spoon. 

The silver fork school — a name used by Thackeray for the school of 
novelists who describe only elegant life and fashionable society. 

Up to the heights of fashion with the charming enchanters of the silver-fork school. 
—Thackeray. 

Simon. — The real Simon Pure — ^the real person ; not a personator. P. 
Simon Pure is a character in Mrs. Centlivre’s play, A Bold Stroke for 
a Fortune. He is personated by a Captain Feign well, who is nearly 
successful in obtaining a wife and a fortune by his dissimulation ; but 
the real Simon Pure, a Pennsylvanian Quaker, turns up in time and 
proves his identity. 
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And then Mr. Toogood had only written one short scrap of a letter in triumph : 
“ Crawley is all right, and I think I’ve got the real Simon Pure by the heels.”— A. 
Tuollope. 

Simples. — Cuttimj for the simples — an operation to be performed for the 
benefit of fools. C. 

In the Lords and Commons (what evils might be averted) by clearing away bile, 
evacuating ill humours, and occasionally by cutting for the simples.— Southed. 

Sine. — Sim die — without fixing any future date ; indefinitely. P. 
Latin. 

Our old friend was even now balancing on the brink of that eventful plunge (a 
proposal of marriage), which, if not made before the grand climacteric, it is generally 
thought advisable to postpone sine die. — G. J. Whyte-Melville. 

A sine qud non — an essential ; what is absolutely requisite. P. Latin. 

“ Besides, sir,” he added, turning to the warder with an assumed air of deference, 
“ I believe it is a sine qud non — I moan it is indispensahle~that for some time I must 
report myself to the police once a month.” — Hugh Conway. 

Sinews. — The sinews of war — money; funds. P. 

Widow Maxey had only become reconciled to her abdication, because, as was well 
known, she had remained in possession of the sinews of war— that is, the actual 
proprietorship of the horse and cart, in addition to her savings.— Sarah Tytler. 

Sink. — Leave him to sinh or swim — do not aid him, but let him fail or 
succeed by liis own efforts. P. 

With or without reason, Miss Huntley is of opinion that I defrauded you of your 
rights by taking what my father’s will gave me, and that I afterwards turned you out 
into the world to sink or swim, as the case may be. — W. E. Norris. 

Her husband told her that she must sink or swim with him.— E dmund Yates. 

Sister. — Sister Anne — the sister of Bluebeard’s wife (in tlie nursery 
tale). She kept watch from a tower to see if the expected aid would 
arrive. 

“Sister Anne is on the watch-tower,” said he to Amelia; “ but there’s nobody 
coming.”— T hackeray. 

He was prospecting down the road, like another Sister Anne.— James Payn. 

Sit. — To sit down with — to have to be contented with ; to accept 
something whether we like it or not. P. 

Mr. Simpkins got the ten thousand pound prize in the lottery, and we sat down 
with (had to rest content with) a blank.— Goldsmith. 

To sit hodlcin — to be squeezed between two people. C. 

There is barely room between Jos and Miss Sharp, who are on the front seat, Mr. 
Osborne sitting bodkin opposite, between Captain Dobbin and Amelia.— Thack- 
eray. 

To sit iij> for any one — to await a person’s return after the usual bed- 
time. P. 

Her own maid should sit up for her.— George Eliot. 
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To sit xvpon a person — to snub him. F. 

He asked, outside, with shame, how it was that he allowed himself thus to be sat 
upon and ordered out of the house by a mere girl.— B esant. 

My lady felt rebuked, and, as she afterwards expressed it, sat upon.— Mas. E. 
Lynn Linton. 

To sit on thoinis — to be in a state of discomfort or agony. P. 

He was sitting on thorns, all the time, afraid lest she should refer to the late 
event. 

To sit otit anything — to refrain from taking part in it. C. 

Frank danced beautifully, but somehow we had given up dancing together lately, 
and used to sit out our dances together. — The Mistletoe Bough, 1SS5. 

To sit out — to stay longer in one’s seat than another can. P. Often 
used in accounts of drinking-parties. 

On coming into the estate he gave the finest entertainment ever was heard of in 
the country; not a man could stand after supper but Sir Patrick himself, who could 
sit out the best man in Ireland. — M aeia Edgewoeth. 

To sit on the rail or fence — to refuse to support any party ; to reserve 
one’s decision as a voter. C. An Ameidcan phrase. 

In the American political slang, he (Henry IV.) was always sitting on the rail be- 
tween Catholics and Huguenots. — The Times. 

To sit eggs — to remain too long as a guest, P. 

To sit under — to attend the services of. C. 

On a Sunday the household marched away in separate couples or groups to at least 
half-a-dozen of religious edifices, each to sit under his or her favourite minister. — 
Thaokeeay. 

To sit under a clergyman — to attend his church. 

She, after a time, sat under him, as the phrase is, regularly thrice a week.— 
Tha-Ckeeay. 

Six. — ^i'x. of or to one, and half-a-dozen of ov to the other — essentially the 
same ; differing in nothing. C. 

There’s been a good deal of fun made of rabbinical fables ; but, in point of fables, 
my opinion is, that all over the world it’s six of one and half-a-dozen of tlie other. — 
Geoege Eliot. 

And so it’s six to one and half-a-dozen to the other.— G. J. WnyTE-MELViLLE. 

Also in the shorter form — six and halfa-dozen. C. 

“ What do they say about his chance?” 

“Six and half-a-dozen, sir.” — H. Kingsley. 

Six and eightpence — the usual fee charged by a lawyer for a consultation. 

Always remember, Mr. Eobarts, that when you go into an attorney’s oflice-door 
you will have to pay for it first or last. In here, you see, the dingy old mahogany, 
bare as it is, makes you safe. Or else it’s the salt-cellar, which will not allow itself 
to be polluted by six-and-eightpenny considerations.— A. Trollope. 

Exp . — By “ mahogany” is meant the attorney’s dining-table. Mr. Eobarts was to 
be looked on as a guest. The salt-cellar is another mark of hospitality. As long 
as Mr. Eobarts was in the lawyer’s private residence no fee would be charged. 



Sixty 


[ 301 ] 


Sky 


I have the right given me by a genuine interest in his affairs— the interest of a 
friend rather than a lawyer. Yon don’t suppose it’s for the sake of the six-aud-eight- 
pence.— Miss Bkaddon. 

At sixes and sevens — in disorder ; ill-arranged. 0. 

All goes to sixes and sevens— a universal saturnalia seems to be proclaimed in my 
peaceful and orderly family. — S cott, 

Its vicinity (the presence of soldiers in a town), in our own experience, has invari- 
ably over-roasted our mutton, multiplied our cobwebs, and placed our female estab- 
lishment generally at sixes and sevens. — G-. J. Whyte-Melvilli!:. 

Sixty. — Like sixty. See Statice. 

Skeleton. — The skeleton in the house or cupboard — the secret cause of 
grief or shame in a household. P. 

After that first and last visit, his father’s name was never mentioned in Pitt’s 
polite and genteel establishment. It was the skeleton in the house, and all the 
family walked by it in terror and silence. — TnACKEUAY. 

I find that the skeleton in my domestic closet is becoming a pretty big one. — 
Dickens (Letters). 

Skin. — To skin a flea for its hide — to he excessively mean and avari- 
cious. F. 

“ Generous ! ” I exclaimed; “ why, he’s the meanest little hunks that ever skinned 
a flea for the hide and fat.”— G. A. Sala. 

To shin a flint— to he excessively grasping. C. Hence the term skin- 
flint for a miser. 

Just as the toper squeezes the empty bottle and the miser skins the flint.— B esant. 

To escape by the skin of one^s teeth — to escape very narrowly ; to come 
within an ace of falling a victim, P. 

It is true that ten years before this he had, after an almost heroic resistance, 
yielded to accept office in the Palmerston Ministry, and escaped only by the skin of 
his teQth..— Leisure Hour, 1SS7. 

The pit-brow women, to the number of something like five thousand, were last sum- 
mer only saved by the skin of their teeth from having their daily bread taken from 
them by a Liberal government. — Contemporary Beview, 1SS6. 

To save one^s skin — to get off withoitt hodily hurt. C. 

TVe meet with many of these dangerous civilities, wherein it is hard for a man to 
save both his sldn and his credit. — L’E stuange. 

Skip . — To skip over — to pass unnoticed. P. 

A gentleman made it a rule in reading to skip over all sentences where he spied a 
note of admiration at the end. — S wift. 

Skirts. — To sit upon a man^s skirts — to meditate revenge against 
him. F. 

Sky. — To sky a picture — ^to place it in an exhibition high up on the 
wall. P. 

This flight of Eastern imagery was due to his picture having been skied in the 
academy.— J ames Payn. 
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To laud or praise to the shies — to be loud in praise of. P. 

Indeed lie was lauded by many persons to the skies. —J ames Payn. 

Slap. — A slap-lancj shop — a low eating-house. S. A London term. 

They lived in the same street, walked into town every morning at the same hour, 
dined at the same slap-bang every day. — Dickens. 

Blap-up — very fine ; elegant. S. 

More slap-up still, have the two shields painted on the panels with the coronet 
over.— Thackeray. 

Sleeping. — A sleeping partner — a member of a firm who takes no share 
in its management, but receives part of the profits. P. 

In most businesses there are sleeping partners. — Captain Marryat. 

His sole motive in consenting to become, as it were, a sleeping partner in the 
shameful plot, of which his daughter was the object, was to obtain possession of his 
lost inheritance.— H. R. Haggard. 

Let sleeping dogs lie — do not refer to unpleasant events of the past. 0. 

Peter Scott was a jealous man to begin with, and it was best to let sleeping dogs 
lie.— 5^. Andrews Citizen, 1S87, 

To sleep upon anything — to defer action until next morning. 0. Cau- 
tious people often prefer to wait at least twelve hours before they 
commit themselves to a course of action. 

Still he went in to breakfast with some slight hope that, now Mrs. Glegg had 
‘‘slept upon it,” her anger might be subdued enough to give way to her usually 
strong sense of family decorum. — George Eliot. 

Sleeve. — To laugh in one^s sleeve. See La tie h. 

To carry a thing on one^s sleeve — to reveal it to the public gaze. P. See 
Heart and Wear. 

He (the poet) should talk well, but not wnth an obvious striving after epigram ; he 
should be sensitive, but not carry his vanity openly on his sleeve for the daws to 
peck at.— Besant. 

Ill one's sleeve — secretly. C. Mostly used of secret laughter. 

“Ho, not that woman,” said Mr. Harding, enjoying his joke in his sleeve. — A. 
Trollope. 

Sleight. — Sleight-of-hand — manual dexterity; clever use of the 
fingers. P. 

Vivian, you are a juggler ; and the deceptions of your sleight-of-hand tricks de- 
pend upon instantaneous motions.— Beaconsfield. 

Slide . — To let things slide — to refuse or neglect to interfere ; to leave 
matters to develop themselves. P. 

She was not one of those diplomatists wdio advocate a masterly inaction, and let 
things slide. — Jajies Payn. 

Sling. — To sling one's hoolc or one's Daniel — to move on. S. 
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SUp . — To sli2') ojf' the hooks — to die. S. 

Pray to God in heaven, unless you wish to see me run away. And if I do, he slips 
off the hooks. — B laokmoke. 

He was not far from eighty when he slipped off the hooks without an ache or pain. 
—Mrs. E. Lynn Linton. 

To slij) one^s cable — to die. S. 

He was dreadfully frightened at the prospect of slipping his cable in a foreign 
land.— G. A. Sala. 

To slip one's loind — to lose one’s 'breath ; to die. 0. 

“You give him the right stuff, doctor,” said Hawses jocosely, “and he won’t slip 
his wind this time.”— C. Eeade. 

To give the slip — to escape secretly. F. 

“ I wonder the writs haven’t followed mo down here,” Pawdon continued, still 
desponding. 

“ When they do, we’ll find means to give thorn the slip,” said dauntless little 
Becky. —T hackera y. 

To slip through one's fingers — (a) to die unexpectedly and without a 
struggle. P. Said of a sick person. 

(b) to escape from a person’s grasp. C. 

He would not let the thing slip through his fingers a debtor never yet escaped 

him, and never should.— Maria Edgeworth, 

When Chaldicotes slipped through the duke’s fingers and went into the hands of 
Dr. Thorne, or of Dr. Thorne’s wife, the duke had been very angry with Mr. Fotlier- 
gill.— A. Trollope. 

To slip into a man — to give him a sound beating. S. 

There's many a slip 'twixt the cup) and the lip — men cannot count on any- 
thing until it is actually in their grasp. P. ^‘The original,” says 
Charles Reade, ‘ ‘ is Greek, and comes down to us with an example. 
To the best of my recollection, the ancient legend runs, that a Greek 
philosopher was discoursing to his pupil on the inability of man to 
foresee the future — ay, even the event of the next minute. The pupil 
may have, perhaps, granted the uncertainty of the distant future, but 
he scouted the notion that men could not make sure of immediate and 
consecutive events. By way of illustration he proceeded to fill a gob- 
let. ‘I predict,’ said he, sneeringly, * that after filling this goblet, 
the next event will be that I shall drink the wine.’ Accordingly he 
filled the goblet. At that moment his servant ran in — ‘ Master ! 
master ! a wild boar is in our vineyard ! ’ The master caught up his 
javelin directly, and ran out to find the boar and kill him. He had 
the luck to find the boar, and attacked him with such spirit that Sir 
Boar killed him, and the goblet remained filled. From that incident 
arose in Greece the saying, ‘ Polla metaxu ptelei hdilcos kai cheileos 
ahra.' " 
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Mrs. Quiverful went off to her kitchen and back settlements with anxious beating 
heart, almost dreading that there might be some slip between the cup of her happi- 
ness and the lip of her fruition, but yet comforting herself with the reflection that 
after what had taken place any such slip could hardly be possible. — A. Tuollope. 

Slough. — ^ slough of despond — a state of utter despondency. P. See 
Buny all’s PUgrMs Progress, “ The First Stage.” 

She seemed to be stuck in a slough of despond, and could not move in any direc- 
tion to get out of it. — G. Eeade. 

Slow.— ^ sloio coach — a lazy or inactive person. F. 

He’s not very quick in temper, or in anything else ; he’s what we call a slow coach. 
—Captain Marryat. 

Sly. — On the sly — secretly. C. 

“ I thought you were down here about it?” 

“ Only on the sly, Mrs. Walker.” — A. Trollope. 

He was beginning to doubt this clerk who attended that meeting on the sly.~ 
C. Eeade. 

Small.— ^ small-heer chronicle — a record of insignificant domestic 
events. C. The phrase comes from Shakespeare, Othello, act ii., 
scene 1, line 161 : “To suckle fools and chronicle small-beer.” 

This small-beer chronicle is scarcely justified by the fact that many of Agnes’s 
acquaintances and correspondents wore persons of distinction. — Athenceum, 1SS7. 

Small hours — the hours after twelve ; midnight. P. 

Although a fog rolled over the city in the small hours, the early part of the night 
was cloudless.— R. L. Stevenson. 

Small talk — conversation about unimportant things, like the weather or 
the every-day events of life. P. 

She was absorbed in digesting Bolfe’s every word, and fixing his map in her mind, 
and filling in details to his outline ; so small talk stung her.— C. Eeade. 

His voice was soft and low, and he had a way of placing his white, plump, glisten- 
ing hand on the region of his heart as he spoke, that gave a sort of dramatic earnest- 
ness to what would otherwise have been small talk.— James Payn. 

Smell. — To smell a rat — to detect something wrong. P. 

Of his attachment to the doctrine of the Trinity the Bishop of Exeter may make 
what protestations he will, Archdeacon Denison will smell a rat in them. — hi. 
Arnold. 

Smoke. — To end in smohe — to come to no practical result. P. 

To smoJce the calumet, or the pipe of peace — to be formally reconciled. 
C. The phrase comes from a Red Indian custom. 

This dinner was essentially a well-dressed pow-wow to witness the burying of the 
hatchet and the smoking of the calumet. — M r.s. E. Lynn Linton. 

Snail. — At a snaiVs gallop — very slowly. 0. 

And if he happened not to feel 
An angry hint from thong or steel, 

He by degrees would seldom fail 
T’ adopt the gallop of a snail.— C ombe. 
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Snap. — To snap one's fingers at — to defy; to show one’s contempt for. C. 

You live with me, and snap your fingers at Hawes and all his crew. — C. Eeade. 

To snap a man's nose ofi—to speak sharply to him. 0. 

Well, well, you needn’t snap a man’s nose off ! Come, what has the young man 
been doing?— (?ood Words, 18S7. 

Sneeze. — To sneeze at a thing — to despise it; to think little of it, F. 

A buxom, tall, and comely dame 

Who wished, ’twas said, to change her name, 

And if I could her tlioughts divine, 

Would not perhaps have sneezed at mine.-— Combe. 

Snuff. — To talce it in smiff— to take offence. F. 

You’ll mar the light by taking it in snuff; 

Therefore I’ll darkly end my argument. — Shakespeare. 

In snnff or in the s?i?/j^offended. F. 

He dares not come there for the candle, for, you see, it is already in snuff. — Shake- 
speare. 

And whereas in snuff and distaste you may fling away from such res infecta, a 
little patience and words may do your business.—^ Cap of Gray Bairs for a Green 
Bead, 1G8S. 

“Hoot, hoot,” said Uncle Ebenezer, “dinna [don’t] fly up in the snuff at me.” — 
R. L. Stevenson. 

To smiff pepper — to take offence. F. 

I brought them in, because here are some of other cities in the room that might 
snuff pepper else.— Old Flay. 

Up to snvff—Gmhj ; knowing. S. 

“Ah, I daresay,” returned her uncle. “You American ladies are so up to snuff, 
as you say.” — W. H. Howells. 

A rough and tough, and possibly an up-to-snuff old vagabond.— D ioken.s. 

To snnff out — to die. S. 

So. — Only so-so — very indifferently ; not w’ell. C. 

“ How do you find yourself, my dear fellow ?” 

“Only so-so,” said Mr. John Spanker. — Dickens. 

“ What cheer, Sol Gills ? ” cried the captain heartily. 

“ But so-so,” returned the instrument-maker. — Dickens. 

And so on — and the like ; and other similar words, acts, or events. P. 

He heard of a house here or a house there, and went to see it, but it was too large ; 
and of another, but it was too small; and of a third, but it was not convenient for 
her purpose ; and so on.— Besant. 

So-and-so. A phrase nsed when exact particulars are referred to but not 
actually given. C. 

It would also have been considerate, at least, had Mr. Browning given the dates of 
despatches referred to by Lord Hawkesbury as No. So-and-so, when answering them 
or acknowledging their receipt. — Spectator, December 1 7, 1SS7, 

But my name is So-and-So is a safe answer, and I gave it.— J, R. Lowell, 

20 
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So to speah [a] An apologetic phrase generally used with statements 
which are not literally true. P. 

Sometimes the home is visited by the committee, who go round and taste the soup, 
so to speak, confer as to the accounts, and consider the case of those ill-advised 
young people who have requested permission to stay out for an hour later than is 
allowed by the rules. — Besa.nt. 

(&) if the phrase may he used. P, Attached to statements that 

must not he taken literally. 

If an old man has to go hungry, he grows melancholy, because the situation is 
permanent, so to speak. 

Soap. — S[oio are you off for soap ? A meaningless bantering phrase, at 
one time common in England. S. 

Or put their heads into his shop, and asked how he was off for soap.~S. Barino 
Gould. 

Soft. — Soft sawder — flattery. S. 

It is done by a knowledge of soft sawder and human nature.— H alibukton. 

Soft soap — complimentary speeches. E. A person of insinuating man- 
ners is said to be soapy, 

Soi. — Soi-disant — self -named ; self-appointed. P. Erench. 

Charges of seduction trumped up by young women like Annette Harchoux and 
their soi-disant patrons must be subjected to a very searching investigation.— 
Saturday Pevieio, 18S7. 

Some. — Some of these days — soon ; before very long. C. 

Son. — Son of a sea-cooh — a term of contempt used by sailors to their 
companions. S. 

Of course, in the use of sea-terms you’ll not wonder 
If I now and then should fall into some blunder, 

Bor which Captain Chamier or Mr. T. P. Cooke 
Would call me a lubber and son of a sea-cook.— B arham. 

Song. — To sell for a song or an old song — to sell very cheap. C. 

0 Kit ! Kit ! the firm ends with me. I must sell the goodwill for the very worst 
old song, if it once leaks out what a fool you are. — B lackmobe. 

A skeleton clock and a couiffe of bronze figures, picked up in one of the slums of 
Covent Garden for a song.— Miss Braddon. 

Sop . — To throw a sop to Gerherus — to try to pacify a greedy enemy by 
granting hun favours. P. Cerberus, in Roman mythology, was the 
three-headed dog that watched Pluto’s palace in the infernal regions. 

To Cerberus they give a sop 

His triple barking mouth to stop.— Swift. 

Bor instance, the Transvaal Convention that Mrs. Carr mentioned is an admirable 
example of how such pandering is done. No man of experience can have believed 
that such an agreement would be wise, or that it can result in anything but trouble 
and humiliation ; but the trouble and humiliation will not come just yet, and in the 
meanwhile a sop is thrown to Cerberus.— H. E. Haggard. 
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Sore. — ^ (sight for sore eyes — a welcome sight. F. 

Well, the very sight of the Yankee girls is good for sore eyes, the dear little 
critters (creatures).— Halibuhton. 

Sorrow. — Sorrow — a word used in Ireland to give a negative meaning 
to a sentence. F. 

The birds were singing, and I stopped whistling that they might hear them; but 
sorrow bit could they hear (they heard nothing) when they got to the park gate, for 
there was such a crowd and such a shout. — Maria Edgeworth, 

Sotto. — Sotto voce — in a subdued voice ; in a whisper. P. Italian. 

“She’s worn out and upset, poor little tiling!” he said sotto voce. — Murray's 
Magazine, 1SS7. 

Sour. — Sour grojpes — a thing despised because it is unattainable. P. 

A famished fox once saw some clusters of ripe black grapes hanging from a trel- 
lised vine. She resorted to all her arts in vain, for she could not reach them. At 
last she turned away, beguiling herself of her disappointment, and saying, “The 
grapes are sour, and not ripe as I thought.”— Fables. 

Sow. — To SOW wild oats — to be wild and extravagant when young. P. 

“Upon my honour,” exclaimed Sir Brian, “your excuse seems to me to be your 
condemnation. If you were a spendthrift, as young fellows often are, there would 
be a chance of your sowing your wild oats.— ffood Words, 1SS7. 

To sow the wind and reap the ichirlwind — to behave recklessly and 
wickedly, and suffer a dreadful punishment. P. From the Bible 
(Hosea viii. 7). In Stevenson’s The Misadventures of John Nicholson, 
the heading to chapter i. is, “In which John sows the wind,” and to 
chapter ii., “In which John reaps the whirlwind.” 

His portrait of the poor crazy-brained creature, Lord George Gordon, who sowed 
the wind which the country was to reap in whirlwind, is excellent.— E. Marzials, in 
Life of Lichens, “ Great Writers” Series. 

Sow. — To have the wrong sow hy the ear — to have captured the wrong 
individual. Also “ the right sow. ” F. 

However, this time he’d got the wrong sow by the ear. — T. Hughes. 

“It’s all right, old fellow,” he said, clapping his hand on Crawley’s shoulder; 
“we’ve got the right sow by the ear at last.”— A. Trollope. 

Spade. — To call a spade a spade — to use plain language ; to be straight- 
forward in the terms one uses. P. 

Yiola, when will you leave off using such terrible words ? Our poor father always 
said he never knew such a girl for calling a spade a spade. — Florence Marryat. 

She was not an epitome of all the virtues, but a woman of a decided temjier, not 
used to mince matters, and calling a spade a spade.— Mbs. Oliphant, 

Spanish.— A Spanish castle — something visionary and unreal, P. See 
Chateaux en Espagne. 

Hellie le Strange, with her light heart, her tumble-down Spanish castles (dreams 
never to be realized), and her silly little tender jokes, has gone away.— Bhoda 
Broughton. 
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Speak. — To sj)eah volumes — to furnish ample testimony. P. 

Does it not, then, speak volumes as to what the instinctive revolt of the attitude 

is, to find her taking it quite as a matter of course that a high-bred, well-behaved 
young lady of eighteen should be roused to an outbreak like the following ’-“Specta- 
tor, 1887. 

To spealc o/^worth mentioning. P. 

They have no institutions of their own to speak of, no public buildings of any 
importance. — B es an t. 

To speobh loell for one — to speak in his favour ; to be to his credit. P. 

To specoJc up — to retort ; to address a superior saucily. C. 

This is followed by a disposition on the part of the forewoman to find fault, and 
by a determination on the part of the work-girls not to be put upon, with an inten- 
tion of speaking up should the occasion arise. — Besant. 

Spear. — AcMlles* spear. It was said that this spear could both wound 
and cure. P. 

Whose smile and frown, like to Achilles’ spear, 

Is able with the change to kill or cure. — S hakespeaue. 

Spelling. — A spelling hee — a gathering where prizes are given to the 
persons who are best at spelling. These competitions were very 
popular in Great Britain about the year 1876. 

It was also spelled in a manner disapproved by the great Butter, and disallowed 
by spelling bees. — ^B esakt. 

Sphinx. — The Sphinx's riddle. The vSphinx was a she-monster tvho is 
said to have proposed a riddle to the Thebans, and to liavo murdered 
all who failed to guess it. OEdipus was finally successful in guessing 

it, whereupon she killed herself. P. 

What solution, if any, have you found for the labour question? It was the 
Sphinx’s riddle of the nineteenth century. — E. Bellamy. 

Spick. — Spick and span — very neat and trim. F. 

A spick and span new gig at the door. — HALinuuTON. 

“Because,” said Belle — “because, Mr. Ludgate, the furniture of this house is as 
old as Methusalem ; and my Mend, Mr.s. Pimlico, said yesterday it was a shame to 
be seen ; and so, to be sure, it is, compared with her own, which is spick and span 
new.”— Maria Edgeworth. 

Spin. — To sjnn a yarn — to tell a story. C. A sailor’s phrase. 

Blow-hard (as the boys called him) was a dry old file, with much kindness and 
humour, and a capital spinner of a yarn. — T. IIughek. 

Spirits. — Out of spirits — melancholy; gloomy; sad. P. 

He was out of spirits; he had grown very silent; ho did not read: it seemed as if 
he had something on his mind. — B. L. Stevenson. 

Spliced. — To get spliced — to he married. 8. A sailor’s phrase. 
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Split. — To split on a friend — to inform against liim ; to reveal a scheme 
in which he was concerned ; to betray him. S. 

Kobinson sighed. What is the matter?” said his master, trying to twist his head 
round. 

‘^Nothing; only I am afraid they — they won’t split. Fellows of that sort don't 
split on a comrade where they can get no good by it.”~C. Eeade. 

To split loith — to quarrel with ; to separate from. F. 

Split nj) — having long legs. S. 

The favourite came from Lincolnshire, a tall, well-split-up fellow. 

To split hairs — to indulge in over-refined arguments. P. 

No splitter of hairs was he.— C. Eeade. 

Spoil . — To spoil the Egyptians — to get supplies from one’s enemies. P. 
A Scriptural phrase (Ex. xii. 36). 

More, he might even be able to spoil that Egyptian George, giving him less than 
his due. — H. E. Hag gaud. 

“ It would be a spoiling of the Egyptians perfectly justifiable,” said Maurice.— 
Mas. E. Lynx Linton. 

To spoil for a f gilt — to he very anxious for a fight. F. 

“You seem to be spoiling for a fight,” remarked Bracknell. “I don’t know that 
I have any grievance against you, but I’ll try my best to indulge you by discovering 
one.” — W. E. Nopmis. 

Spoke. — To put a spoJee in another's loheel — to arrest his progress j to 
hinder his schemes. C. 

You have put a most formidable spoke in my w’heel by preventing the extension of 
the borough.— W. E. Nouuis, in Good Words, 1887. 

Sponge. — To sponge upon another — to got money or food in a mean 
way ; to take advantage of another’s good nature to obtain money 
from him, or a place at his table. P. 

The ant lives upon her own honesty; whereas the fly is an intruder and a common 
smell-feast, that sponges upon other people’s trenchers. — L’Estrange. 

He could not allow people to say of liim that it was an easy matter to abandon his 
own income, as he was able to sponge on that of another person.— A. Tholloi'E. 

To throw up the sponge — to confess oneself vanquished ; to yield. F. 
In pugilistic encounters the two principals are accompanied by seconds. 
After each round these seconds wipe the faces of the principals and 
prepare them for the next round. When a principal refuses 'to enter 
for another round, his second throws up the sponge. 

Had it not been for her, French would have collapsed, and perhaps would have 
thrown up the sponge.— M bh. E. Lynn Linton. 

Brooke cannot find it in his heart to stop them just yet, so the round goes on, the 
Slogger waiting for Tom, and reserving all his .strength to hit him out should he 
come in for the wrestling dodge again ; for he feels that must be stopped, or his 
sponge will soon go up in the air.— T. Hughes. 
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Spoon. — It takes a long spoon to sup with him — he is a devil or an evil 
spirit. C. The proverb runs, ‘^It takes a long spoon to sup with 
the devil ” — that is, the devil is so crafty that if one forms a league 
with him, most of the profits are sure to go to him. 

‘‘Bespeak a long spoon.” 

‘‘ Why, Dromio ? ” 

“ Marry, he must have a long spoon that must eat with the devil.”— Shakespeare. 

He had voluntarily supped with the devil, and his spoon had been too short. — 
Mrs. E. Lykn Linton. 

Born with a silver spoon in one^s mouth — born in wealth and luxury. P. 

“ What ! the settlement I have made is more than enough— five thousand pounds 
more than enough. One can see, young fellow, that you were born with a silver 
spoon in your mouth. "—Longmans' Magazine, 18SG. 

Born with a golden spoon in one's mouth — ^born to great splendour ,* heir 
to great wealth. C. 

The result of his training has been to make him thoroughly discontented with his 
present lot, and disposed to consider himself aggrieved much above the majority 
of his fellow-creatures, because he was not born with a golden spoon in his mouth.— 
Florence MarryaT. 

To make a spoon or spoil a horn — to succeed in an enterprise or fail 
deplorably. P. The phrase is used when an opportunity is furnished 
to an untried but energetic person of showing his skill. There is 
always the fear of his ruining the materials. 

He may be a good enough sort at cricket or billiards, in a smoking-room or a 
drawing-room, but that’s about it. He will neither make a spoon nor spoil a horn. — 
Sarah Tytler. 

He, on the other hand, with an exceptionally acute and vigorous mind of liis own, 
and determined to make a spoon or spoil a horn, had little idea of restricting himself 
to the ordinary passive part allotted to the “ bookseller."— Mrs. Oliphant. 

Spooney. — Spooney on a girl — foolishly fond of her. P. 

“The reason,” said she, “why I had never either formed or provoked any attach- 
ment was because I was always so spooney on girls.” — Mistletoe Bough, 1SS6. 

George is getting spooney on that girl, or she is getting spooney on him.— Flor- 
ence IMarryat. 

Sport. — To sport one's oak — to shut one’s door to chance visitors. P. 
A college phrase, common at Oxford and Cambridge. 

Rumours of high play at cards, of perpetually sported oak (continual seclusion 
in his room), non-attendance at chapel, and frequent shirking of classes, lessened the 
esteem in which Routh was held by the authorities. — Edmune Yates. 

He remembered that he had been concerned in the blocking up of that chapel 
door and in the sticking of a striking caricature on that superciliously sported oak. — 
Sarah Tytler. 

Spot. — On the 3p)Ot — just there; instantly; without change of place. P. 

Though they had caused the death of many men during the last two years, they 
had not yet, as it happened, murdered a single one on the spot.— C. Readb. 

It was determined upon the spot, according as the oratory on either side pre- 
vailed.— Swift. 
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Spout. — Up the spout — at tlie pawnbroker’s. S. 

There’s that dressing-case cost me two hundred — that is, I owe two for it; and the 
gold tops and bottles must be worth thirty or forty. Please to put that up the spout, 
ma’am, with my pins, and rings, and watch, and chain, and things.— Thacke bay. 

I haven’t a suit of clothes fit to go in, even my (barrister’s) wig and gown are up 
the spout together.— D. Chuistie Mubray. 

Sprat. — To throw a sprat to catch a whale — to venture something small 
in order to obtain a large return. C. 

“ What are you at ? Are you mad, Tom ? Why, there goes five pounds. What a 
sin ! ” 

“Did you never hear of the man that flung away a sprat to catch a whale ? ” — 
C, Peade. 

Spread. — Spread-eagleism — {a) boastful American patriotism. P. Com- 
pare it with English Jingoism and French Chauvinism. 

When we talk of spread-eagleism, we are generally thinking of the United States ; 
but the real spread-eagleism is that, not of the American Republic, but of the Rus- 
sian Fortnightly Beview, 18S7. 

Hush, my lord ! You forgot that you are a British peer. No spread-eagle for 
you.— Besant. 

(b) any kind of blatant patriotism. P. 

Among educated people his (Viscount Wolseley’s) spread-eagleism may be left to 
work its own ridicule.— Leader ^ 1S90. 

Spring. — To sparing a mine upon one — to surprise one ; to lay a plot 
and announce suddenly its completion. P. 

“ But, my dear Samuel, this is so altogether unexpected.” 

“So is the discovery of the manuscript,” put in the young fellow with pitiless 
logic. 

“It is like springing a mine on me, my lad.”— J ames Payn, 

To spring to onds feet — to rise up suddenly. P. 

He sprang to his feet, and pushed the woman, a buxom party of about thirty, from 
him.— H. R. Haggard. 

Spur. — On the sjmr of the moment — acting under the first impulse, 
without reflection. P. 

The criticism offered on the spur of the moment had been, in reality, advanced by 
way of protest against the whole document. — James Payn. 

To win one’s spurs — to gain a reputation. P. Originally used of feudal 
warriors who, by doing some deed of valour, won the spurs of knight- 
hood. 

The encounter in which Charles Townshend won his spurs was only a preliminary 
skirmish’.— Trevelyan. 

Square. — All square — all right ; quite satisfactory. F. 

“ Sit still ; it will be all square.’* 

But in his heart he knew that it was not all square, and that they were in immi- 
nent danger of death from drowning.— H. R. Haggard. 
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071 or u;pon the square — honourable; fair; even; honourably; fairly. C. 

If you think it fair 

Amongst known cheats to play upon the square, 

You’ll be undone. — Eochester. 

Ain’t it all on the square ? What have you got to say to that ?— T. Hughes. 

For now I’m upon the square with you (I am treating you openly and 'fairly), I 
must be straight as an arrow.— Maria Edgeworth. 

To square — to settle ; to adjust. P. 

Lady Parker will square accounts by sending you a card for a garden party next 
July.— Miss Braddon. 

To square up — to take the attitude of a boxer ; to clench the fists and 
prepare to fight. C. 

The speaker proceeded to square up to George in a most determined way.— H. E. 
Haggard. 

To square off— the same as sq^iare up. C. 

He felt as a peaceful citizen might feel who had squared off at a stranger for some 
supposed wrong, and suddenly discovered that he was undertaking to chastise Mr. 
Dick Curtis, the “pet of the Fancy,” or IMr. Joshua Hudson, “the John Bull 
fighter.”— 0, W. Holmes. 

To square aiiything to or with — to make it agree with. P. 

Eye me, blest Providence, and square my trial 
To my proportioned strength. — Milton. 

Fortune, accident— call it rather providence — has placed you in a certain station, 
and it is fit for you to fulfil the duties of that station without repining or restlessness, 
because, forsooth, it does not happen to square exactly with some vague notions of 
your own.— G. J. Whyte-Melville. 

To break squares — to depart from an accustomed order. 0. 

To break no squares — to give no offence ; to make no difference. C. 

A square meal — a full meal which satisfies. P. 

Talleyrand, even at the age of eighty, ate but one square meal a day. — Saturday 
Review, ISSS. 

Square-toes — a contemptuous name for a person of strict morals. P. 
The Puritans wore shoes of this shape., 

I never shall forget the solemn remonstrances of our old square-toes of a rector at 
Hackham.— Thackeray. 

To call it square — to consider matters settled; to make no further 
claim. P. 

I don’t ihinh I ever did Eogers any wrong, and T never did think so ; but if I did 
do it — if I did— I’m willing to call it square, if I never see a cent of money back 
again.— W. D. Howells. 

Stab. — On the ^stab — paid regular weekly wages ; on the staff of a firm. 
S. ’Stab is here a contraction for ‘‘ establishment.” 
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Stable. — To loch or shut the stdble-door when the steed is stolen — to take 
precautions when too late. P. 

The emperor of Austria, who has given a great deal of time and patient labour to 
the reorganization of the Austro-Hungarian army, is, it is understood, pleased with 
the recent development of the powers of mobilization of the Austrian cavalry. But 
this is rather a case of shutting the stable-door when the steed is stolen. The 
Russians had a very long start, and it is probable they still maintain it. — Fortnightly 
Review, 1SS7. 

Staff. — To ham the hettej-' end of the staff— to have tlie superiority. C. 

Miss Byron, I have had the better end of the staff, I believe ?— Riohaepson. 

Stage. — A stage whisper — a whisper that can be heard by many. P. 

Stake. — At stake — in peril; about to be contended for. P. 

He wrote to tell the king that the honour of himself and his brother sovereigns, 
whose consciences they directed, was at stake. — National Review, 1SS7. 

“ Do not speak of him, Johnny.” 

“I must speak of him. A man isn’t to hold his tongue when everything he has 
in the world is at stake.”— A. Teollope. 

Stake and rice — a wattled fence. Provincial English. 

Stale. — To lie in stale — to lie in ambush. Provincial English. 

Stall. — To stall a debt— to refrain from pressing its payment. Pro- 
vincial English. 

Stall your mug — be off ; go away. S. 

Stand. — To stand by — (a) to be faithful; to assist in a difficulty. P. 

The man that stands by me in trouble I won’t bid him go when the sun shines 
again.— C. Eeade. 

(b) to be ready ; to hold oneself in readiness. A nautical use. 

Standing-by is sailors’ English for being ready.— J. Holdsworth. 

'“"What did you say, Captain Cuttle?” inquired Walter. 

“Stand by ! ” returned the captain thoughtfully.— D ickens. 

To stand at ease — to take the restful position allowed to soldiers in the 
intervals of drill. P. 

By their rattles and slaps they’re not standing at ease. — B aeham, 

To stand on end — to stand erect. P. Generally said of the hair of a 
person who has got a fright. 

When I think of the souls of the people in that poor village, my hair literally 
stands on end'. — A. Teollope. 

My hair stood on my head like quills.— R. L. Stevenson. 

T'o stand to reason — to be logically certain ; to be an undoubted fact. P. 

If you were heir to a dukedom and a thousand pounds a day, do you mean to say 
you would not wish for possession? Pooh ! And it stands to reason that every 
great man, having experienced this feeling towards his father, must be aware that 
his son entertains it towards himself.— Thackeeay. 

It stands' to reason that I must either be driven along with the crowd or else be 
left behind.— A. Teollope. 
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To stand on ceremony — to act with reserve: to he stiff and ceremonious 
in behaviour ; to be backward. P. 

Mordecai absolutely refused (this bond), declaring that now he had the power he 

would use it to obtain the utmost penny of his debt ; that a man lying on his 

death-bed was no excuse to a creditor ; that he was not going to stand on ceremony 
about disturbing a gentleman in his last moments.— M aria Edgeworth. 

To stand in one’s light — to hinder his advancement. P. 

Don’t stand in the poor girl’s light; for pity’s sake, George, leave us in peace. — 
C. Eeade. 

At seventy, as at twenty-seven, he is found standing in his own light on many 
occasions through nervous fear. — Leisure Hour, 1SS6. 

To stand in need of— to require ; to be in want of. P. 

I stood in need of a comfortable dinner.—GoLDSMiXH. 

She afterwards took him downstairs and gave him some supper, of which he stood 
in great need.— James PAyK. 

So I proposed that we should try to go out and get a bath, of which we stood sadly 
in need.— H. E. Haggard. 

To stand to — (a) to uphold ; to be faithful to. C. 

“ My lady, whatever I say you’ll stand to ? ” 

'Wliatever you say I’ll stand to,”— C. Eeade 

ih) to oppose in a duel ; to be a match for. C. 

“A regular Turk,” answered Fagan; adding, “I never yet knew the man who 
stood to Captain Quin.”— Thackeray. 

To stand to one’s gun — to offer resistance ; to defend oneself. C. 

Titmouse, though greatly alarmed, stood to his gun pretty steadily.— S. Warren. 

To stand treat — to pay the expenses of any feasting or merriment. C. 

He ordered in a glass of negus from the adjoining public-house, after some discus- 
sion, which ended in an agreement that he should stand treat that night, and Tit- 
mouse on the ensuing one. — S. Warren. 

To stand out — to object; to refuse to agree; to separate oneself from 
others. P. 

If the ladies will stand out, let them remember that the jury is not all agreed.— 
Swift. 

He always stands out and higgles, and actually tires them till he gets a bargain.- - 
Goldsmith. 

Miss Monica Thorne stood out, but Mrs. Grantly gave way. — A. Trollope. 

To stand in good stead — to be useful ; to prove of good service. P. 

I pique myself on my wisdom there, Arthur, and as an old fellow to whom wis- 
dom has become cheap, I can bestow it upon you.” 

“ Thank yon. It may stand me in good stead some day.” — George Eliot. 

To stand over — to he delayed ; to be set aside for a time. P. 

He had a habit of giving and lending whenever he was asked, also of b’ujdng what- 
ever chanced to take his fancy, and paying for it or letting payment stand over 
according as he happened to have money in his pocket or not at the time.— Good! 
Words, 1887. 
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To stand up for — to champion ; to speak in defence of. P. 

You are always standing up for the black people, whom the Boers hate. — H. B. 
Haggaud. 

To stand one's friend — to prove faithful and friendly in a difficulty or a 
crisis. C. 

Mrs. Dolly regularly expected that Ellen should, as she called it, stand her friend 
in these altercations.— M aria Edgeworth. 

To stand on one^s own bottom — to be independent. C. Still found in 
its original form, ‘ ‘ Let every vat (or tub) stand on its own bottom. ” 

Suppose an Irishman in England were to speak in praise or abuse of the country, 
would one be particularly pleased or annoyed ? One would be glad that the man 
liked his trip ; but as for his good or bad opinion of the country, the country stands 
on its own bottom, superior to any man or men. — T hackeray. 

But I think it’s better to let every tub stand on its own bottom.— Hugh Conway. 

A standing dish — a disk or article of diet which regularly appears at 
table. C. 

Standing orders — general rules or instructions constantly in force. 

Star. — His star is in the ascendant — he is lucky ; fortune favours him. P. 

His feelings of resentment became more lively, and not the less so because the 
expression of them had been stifled, while he had considered the star of Titmouse to 
be in the ascendant. — S. Warren. 

A man^s good star — a lucky influence affecting his life. P. 

“Yes,” said Ella patiently; “she was, of course, the Pre”— (her good star just 
saved her from saying the Pretender) — “ Prince Charlie in disguise.”— James Payn. 

The Stars and Stripes, or the Star-spangled Banner — the flag of the 
United States. P. 

If I were a West Indian, I should feel that under the Stars and Stripes I should be 
safer than I was at present from political experimenting.— J. A. Froupe. 

I don’t want to see my husband walking into his proper place in Westminster with 
Stars and Stripes flying over his head.— B esant. 

Being a sharp fellow, he has acquainted himself thoroughly with the geography 
of that country, and the amount of capital requisite to enable a man to set up for 
himself under the Star-spangled Banner, — G. J. Whyte-Melville. 

Stare. — To stare in the face — to he very evident; to threaten; to be 
ready to overwhelm. P. 

Is it possible for people without scruple to offend against the law, which they 
carry about them in indelible characters, and that stares them in the face whilst 
they are breaking it? — L ocke. 

Statice. — Lihe statice or stacia or sixty. A plirase used in comparing or 
estimating things. S. Statice is a plant that grows among rocks by 
the sea-shore. 

It is the most costly government in the world, con.sidering our means. We are 
actually eaten up by it ; it is a most plaguy sore, and has spread like statice till it 
has got its root into the very core. — Haliburton. 
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Status. — The status quo — the position in which affairs actually are; the 
present situation of affairs. P. Latin. 

It was hardly too much to assume that a little further thought, a little more con- 
sideration of future probabilities, would have led to the maintenance of the statiis 
quo.— Good, Words, 1SS7. 

Stave. — To stave off— -to prevent; to keep back for a time and with 
difficulty. P. 

I have more influence in the land than you know of. Perhaps, even, I could stave 
off the war. — H. K. Haggard. 

Stays. — In stays. A sea phrase, applied to a vessel which is tacking, 
and whose sails are shivering and have not yet filled in the new 
tack. P. 

“ My pretty Patty,” laughed her cousin, “ if you knew anything of nautical 
matters, you would see that it was not a cutter yacht, for she has more than one 
mast; though, certainly, as you saw her, she seemed to have but one, for she was 
just coming about, and was in stays.” — Verdant Green. 

Steal. — To steal a march upon — to gain an advantage over an enemy 
or a competitor without his knowing it; to act before another is 
aware. P. 

I long to see you happy— long to behold the choice of such a heart as yours. Pray, 
do not steal a march upon me ; let me know in time. — Maria Edgewortu. 

At last, one morning, happening to awake earlier than usual, he stole a march on 
his nurses, and, taking his stick, walked out and tottered into the jail.— C. Eeade. 

Stick. — A stich-in-the-mucl — a slow pei-son who is wholly without the 
spirit of enterprise or adv^entiire. P. 

This rusty-coloured one is that respectable old stick-in-tho-mud, JSTicias. — T. 
Hughes. 

To stick by — to be faithful to ; not to desert. P. 

He thought what a savage, determined man Osborne was, and how he stuck by his 
word.— Thackeray. 

To stick at — to be scrupulous about. P. 

“ I came here to-night to rob your house,” he said. “ I have been lying beneath 
your bed for hours, rehearsing as to how it should be done, and resolved, if I met 
any resistance, to do worse than rob, for I am one that sticks at nothing.”— James 
Payk. 

Such women as Hester Beverley, who do not stick at telling a falsehood, will not 
hesitate to listen at a door. — Florence Marryat. 

To stick out — to be stubborn; to refuse to accede. P. 

He would have clearly liked to stick out ; but there was something about the lot 
of us that meant mischief, and at last he struck. — E. L. Stevenson. 

To stick to one\s colours — to be faithful to a cause ; to refuse to yield. P. 

The lady had made a great mistake in putting her supremacy to a test so crucial, 
but, having made it, she stuck to her colours.— James Payn. 

To stick up for — to champion; to speak in defence of. C. 

m stick up for the pretty woman preaching.— G eorge Eliot. 
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A poor stick — a person without character or energy. C. 

He was a poor stick to make a preacher on (of). — H alibueton. 

To cut one’s stick — to go off. S. 

It was plaguy lucky for the doctoi*, I can tell you, that he cut his stick as he did, 
and made himself scarce, for Alden was an ugly customer. — Halibueton, 

To stick in — to persevere. F. 

To stick on — to overcharge ; to clefrand. F. 

To stick one’s spoon in the ivall — to die. S. 

Stiff. — To do a hit of stiff—to give money for a hill; to cash a bill. S. 

I wish you’d do me a bit of stiff, and just tell your father if I may overdraw my 
account I’ll vote with him.— Thackeray. 

A stiff ’un — a corpse. S. 

Stile . — To help [a lame dog) over a stile — to assist a poor fellow in a 
difficulty. F. 

I can help a lame dog over a stile (which Vas Mark’s phrase for doing a generous 
thing).— C. Kingsley. 

Still. — Still waters run deep — silent and undemonstotive people have 
generally great powers of thought and action. C. 

“What, kissing her hand, and he a clergyman!” said Miss Dunstable. “I did 
not think they ever did such things, Mr. Kobarts.” 

“Still waters run deepest,” said Mrs. Harold Smith. — A. Trollope. 

Stir. — Stir-up Sunday — the Sunday just before Advent. S. The Col- 
lect or Church prayer for this day begins with the words, “ Stir up, 
0 Lord, we beseech thee.” Schoolboys who are looking forward at 
this time to the Christmas vacation irreverently ‘‘stir up” or poke 
each other’s sides on this day. 

Stock. — To make stock of— to draw profit from ; to make use of for one’s 
own benefit. C. 

They could not have made stock of it, as Susie would have done in the circum- 
stances.— Sarah Tytler. 

A stock phrase — an expression in constant use by a person, so that it has 
become a mannerism. P. 

And the poor boy seemed to see under the humble stock plirases in which they 
talked of their labours of love, and the future reward of their present humiliation, a 
deep and hardly hidden pride.— C. Kingsley. 

Stock-in-trade — marketable articles; the goods wdiich a merchant wishes 
to dispose of. P. Also used of the accomplishments or possessions 
which a man can turn into money. 

All his show was on his back, as he said. His carriage, with the fine gelding, was 
a part of his stock-in-trade. — Thackeray. 

She has ideals, convictions, aspirations— a whole stock-in-trade of things that a 
good many girls seem to get on very well without.— Wm. Black. 
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To toko stock of— to observe and estimate ; to watch minutely. P. 

“ You seem to have observed him very closely, considering your opportunities.” 

“ I have. It is my trade to take stock of my fellow-creatures.” — James Payn, 

Though the countess is certainly taking stock of Miss Rayne, when she considers 
herself unnoticed, it is with anything but a gratified expression on her countenance. 
—Florence Marryat. 

To take stock in — to value ; to regard with trust or confidence. P. 

Marse Dab himself, however, never appeared to take much stock in the genea- 
logical advantages he enjoyed. — BlacMoood's Magazine, 1887. 

Stolen. — Stolen fruit — said of something w'hich is very sweet. C. 

It was so sweet to hear Edward praised by one who did not know us; it was like 
stolen fruit.— C. Reads. 

Stone. — Stone-throiving — finding fault with one’s neighbours. P. No 
doubt taken from Christ’s saying, “ He that is without blame among 
you, let him first cast a stone at her” (John viii. 7). 

The stone-throwing spirit, the self-depreciation of the capital, and the occasional 
outbursts of ISTihilism, are only the natural results of the autocratic system. — Fort- 
nightly Eeview, 1SS7. 

Stone-hlind — completely blind. P. 

He is considered a rich man, and, being stone-blind, he sent for this girh — 
Captain Marryat. 

A stone^s-throio—& short distance ; a hundred yards or more. P. 

Rebecca and her husband were but a few stone’s-throws from the lodgings which 
the invalid Miss Crawley occupied.— Thackeray. 

To leave no stone unturned — to adopt every possible method of search or 
inquiry; to take every possible means towards gaining an object. P. 
A phrase borrowed from the Greek dramatist Euripides. Polycrates 
asked the Delphic oracle how best to find the treasure buried by 
Mardonius, the general of Xerxes, on the field of Platca. The oracle 
replied, “ Turn every stone” [Panta kinesai petron). 

But IMr. Irwine ’ll leave no stone unturned with the judge— you may rely upon 
that, Adam.—GEORGE Eliot. 

We shan’t leave a stone unturned on either side,” said Mr Quirk.— S. Warren. 

Stool . — To fall ketiveen two stools — to adopt two plans of action, and to 
fail; to lose oneself by ti’usting to two supports instead of boldly 
choosing a single one. P. 

What on earth should she do ? Fall to the ground between two stools ? No ; that 
was a man’s trick, and she was a woman, every inch. — C. Reads. 

And they were very merry— so that no one would have thought that Johnny was 
a despondent lover, now bent on throwing the dice for his last stake ; or that Lily 
was aware that she was in the presence of one lover, and that she was like to fall 
between two stools (having two lovers, neither of whom could serve her turn). — 
A. Trollope. 

Store. — To set store hy or on — to value; to think highly of. P. 

An artist sketched a likeness of the young declaim er, on which, in after days, 
those who were fondest of him set not a little store. — George Eliot. 
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In store — ready ; waiting ; soon to disclose itself. P. 

If he portrays persons generally as well as he does places (as I do not doubt) there 
must be another treat in store for us.— J ames Patk. 

Little anticipating the checkered ills in store for him. — W. Irving, 

Story. — Weah in the upper story — crazy ; feeMe-minded. P. 

Stove. — The stove-pipe hat — the tall silk hat. C. 

About the only monstrosity I saw in the British man’s dress was the stove-pipe 
hat. — B urroughs. 

Straight. — A straight tip — ^private and correct information. S. 

All he had to do was to give him the straight tip, and let him go and buy. — 
Besant. 

We got the straight tip ; that’s aU you need know.— Miss Br addon. 

Strain. — To strain at a gnat — to make difficulties about something in- 
significant. P. A Scriptural phrase {Matt, xxiii. 34). 

You are just the chap to strain at a gnat, and swallow a camel. — H aii burton. 

Strait. — A strait jaclcet or loaistcoat — an article of dress put on a mad- 
man when he is unruly. P. 

George Gaunt is accredited to a keeper, who has invested him with the order of the 
Strait Waistcoat.— Thackeray. 

iJasp.— George Gaunt, instead of going as a secretary of legation to a foreign 
court, has been intrusted to a keeper, and is watched as a madman. 

Straw. — My eyes draxo straws — I am very sleepy. C. 

Lad'^ Am. I’m very sure ’tis time for all honest folks to go to bed. 

Miss. Indeed my eyes draw straws (I am almost asleep).— Swiet. 

The last straio — that which finally causes a catastrophe; an event simple in 
itself, hut able, in conjunction with other things, to cause a calamity, 
P- The proverb runs : “ It is the last straw which breaks the camel ^s 
back.’’ 

If there are any real tragedies being acted out in Oldbury just now, you may de- 
pend upon it they are unsuspected ones, or that all the good people are busy heaping 
last straws on the fainting camel’s back. — A nnie Keary. 

Identification would mean loss of credit, the last straw in many cases.— jS'pectaior, 
1SS7. 

Not to care a straw or two straws — to bo perfectly indifferent. P. A 
straw is the symbol of what is worthless. 

I don’t think she could have cared two straws about the woman.— Maga- 
zine, 1SS7. 

A straw hid — a worthless hid (at an auction). P. The bidder in such a 
case is unable to pay if the article is knocked down to him. 

A man of straw — a creature evolved from the fancy, and wholly unlike 
the real person ; an unreal person ; a dummy. P. 

The man of straw who offers bail is furnished the money by those who stimulated 
the outrage.— C. Beade. 

Major, there’s a man of straw in that house. — G. J. Whyte-Meeville. 
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You bring me a party that will give me enough, for those mills to clear me of you, 
and I’ll talk to you. But don’t come you here with any man of straw.— W, D. 
Howells. 

The conduct of the whole dialogue is masterly. Both Milton and Cowley sustain 
their parts with admirable propriety. It is no sham fight in which one of the inter- 
locutors is a man of straw, set up only to be knocked down. — J. Cotter Morison. 

Strepkon. — Strephon and Phyllis — a pair of rustic lovers, generally 
taken as typical of a sentimental young man and his sweetheart. P. 

He brought his lovely wife to a romantic-looking cottage, covered with roses and 
myrtle, and there their Strephon and Phyllis-like existence had commenced.— 
Florence Marryat. 

Strike. — To strihe worh — ^to refuse to work until better terms are 
promised. P. 

A number of functions, in fact, struck work. — H. Drummond. 

To strike onds colours or flag — to surrender. P. 

Anastasie was aware of defeat ; she struck her colours instantly. — B. L. Stevenson. 

The flush of victory, the intoxication of success, had passed over to another ; and 
it was he who had to strike his flag and own himself defeated. — Mrs. E. Lynn 
Linton. 

Strike me luck or lucky. An old phrase, used when a bargain was made, 
and money exchanged in token thereof. 

“ Come, strike mo luck with earnest, and draw the writings.” 

“ There’s a God’s penny for thee.” — ^Beaumont and Fletcher. 

To strike a bargain — to conclude a bargain. P. The striking of hands 
was a sign of a bargain being concluded. 

Mr. IVIiles answered by offering to bet he should make the best servant in the 
street ; and, strange to say, the bargain was struck, and he did turn out a model 
servant.— C. Reade, 

To strike all of a heap — to astonish ; to dumfoimder. P. 

I ran to Paley and told him what had befallen upon the house. He was not struck 
all of a heap, as I thought he would be. — C. Beade. 

Strike while the iron is hot — do not miss a favourable opportunity ; act 
when the conditions are favourable. P. 

“ Let George cut in and win her,” was his advice. “ Strike while the iron’s hot, 
you know — while she’s fresh to the town.” — Thackeray. 

To Strike up — to begin ; to set on foot. C. Generally said of music. 

An introduction took place between the squire and the clergyman’s volatile pupil, 
which struck up an immediate alliance of obligor and obliged.— G. J. Whyte- 
Melville. 

I fancy it requires more than ordinary spirit now for a good old gentleman, at the 
head of his family table, to strike up a good old family song.— Thackeray. 

To strike in — to make an abrupt entry into a conversation- P. See 

CO-T IJT. 

But at this moment the lieutenant struck in. “ Oh, that is quite foolish ! ” he cried. 
— Wm. Black, 
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To strike one's tent — to depart. C. 

However, he had amassed a good deal of money in this gambling hell of his ; and 
so he was able to persuade a few of his meaner dependants to strike their tents along 
with him, and go out into the wilderness. — W m. Black. 

Struck. — Struck iipon — attracted by. F. An Americanism. 

“ But that young man had perfect ways.” 

“'Seem struck upon Irene?” asked the colonel. — D. Howells. 

Stuck. — StiLch up — proud ; conceited. F. 

“ They didn’t seem stuck up,” urged his wife. — W. D. Howells. 

Study. — A hr own study — a state of mental absorption ; a dreamy condi- 
tion of mind. P. 

He’ll poison his patients some day when he’s in a brown study. — F louekce 
Makuyat. 

Stump. — To stump up — to pay out money. S. 

Why don’t you ask your old governor to stump up ’—Dickens. 

On the stump — lecturing ; on a lecturing tour. F. 

Suaviter. — Suamter in modo — ^possessing tact ; having a pleasant mode 
of dealing. P. Latin. The full phrase is Suaviter in modo, fortiter 
in re, “Pleasant in the manner of carrying out an enterprise, firm in 
the business itself.” 

Let Mr. Slope be in re, he himself would pour in the suaviter in modo, 

— A. Trollope. 

Sub. — S^ih rosa — in confidence; secretly. P. The Latin form of “ Under 
the rose. ” See Rose. 

By-the-by, I wonder some of you lawyers (sub rosa, of course) have not quoted the 
pithy line of Mandeville. — S. T, Coleridge. 

Suck. — Such and such — certain. An adjective phrase, which saves the 
need of using a definite numeral or other adjective. P. 

She had written to him to say that she would be at her father’s on such and such a 
morning, and he had gone to her there- — A. Trollope. 

She had always been accustomed to such and such things ; there was no possibility 
of living without them. — Maria Edgeworth. 

Sugar. — A sugar-plum — something very nice. C. 

For this pretty toy Mr. Conway Dalrymple had picked up a gilt sugar-plum to the 
tune of six hundred pounds. — A. Trollope. 

Sui. — Sui generis — peculiar ; belonging to a class apart ; not like anything 
else. P. Latin. 

Not a Clinton, nor yet a Carcw, she was sui generis, and supreme. — Mes. E. Lynn 
Linton. 
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Sui31iner. — The little summer of St. Luhe — a mild spell of weather which 
usually comes about the middle of October, St. Luke’s Day, the 18th 
of October, gives it the name. 

Indian summer. See Indiait. ^ 

Sunsllilie. — To have been in the sunshine — to be drunk, F. 

He was in that condition which his groom indicated with poetic ambiguity by say- 
ing, that master had been in the sunshine.”— George Eltot. 

Sup. — To sup with Pluto — to die. P. Pluto was the Latin god of the 
infernal regions, where the spirits of the dead existed. 

Supper, — To set one his supper — ^to perform a feat that cannot be imi- 
tated or surpassed. P. 

Sure. — As sure as a gun — certainly ; without fail. F. 

“ As sure as a gun,” said she, that must be the knock of the post.”— Macaulay. 

To he swre— certainly ; no doubt. C. An exclamation having no de- 
cided force or meaning. 

Lord ! what a life mine is, to be sure.— S. WAREEif. 

Surprise. — A surprise party — a party of friends who appear unex- 
pectedly at the house of some one of their acquaintance, bringing food 
with them. This is usually done in the evening. P. An American 
custom. 

Swallow, — One swallow does not maize a summer — we must not frame a 
general law from one single phenomenon. P. 

“ When the Family Galas were about to be executed unjustly, with the consent of 
all the lawyers and statesmen in France, one man in the nation saw the error, and 
fought for the innocent, and saved them ; and that one wise man in a nation of fools 
was a writer of fiction.” 

“ One swallow does not make a summer, for all that.” — C. Eeade. 

Swear. — To swear hy another — to be an imitator or admiring follower ; 
to admire all his actions to have full confidence in. C. 

“ I suppose I oughtn’t to say it before you,” observes Miss Smiles presently, “ be- 
cause, of course, you swear by everything British.” — Florence Marryat. 

Gilbert smiled. “ The performance was not quite such a risky one as it looked, I 
think; but, of course, that is the sort of thing that makes these people swear by 
Monckton .”— JFordSj 18S7. 

To sivear in — (of a magistrate) to engage formally the services of men 
for the government. P. 

Governor Lanyon is sending Eaaf down with power to swear in special constables, 
and enforce the law at Potchefstroom.— H. R. Haogarp. 

To sivear like a trooper — to use profane language freely. P. 

She was perfectly tipsy, screaming and fighting like a Billingsgate fish worn an, and 
swearing like a trooper.— Florence Marryat. 
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To swear off— to renounce ; to give up. C. Often used intransitively. 

“Will you have a drink with us, Jack ?” 

“No, mate, I have sworn off ” feiven up drinking). 

To sioear out — to renounce ; to give up. Old-fashioned. 

Your grace hath sworn out house-keeping. — Shakespeahe. 

Sweat. — The sweat of one^s broiv or face — hard labour. P. 

“,In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return unto the ground. 
— Genesis Hi. 19, 

Tis the sweat of our brow, Tummus, none of ’em (them) think on (of). — Black- 
more. 

In this practice, indeed, he imitated some of the most renowned geniuses of the 
age, who have laboured in secret with the sweat of their brows for many a repartee. — 
Smollett. 

Sweet. — Sweet on or upon — attached to ; having a fancy for. P. ■ 

“ Mark my words, Eawdon,” she said. “ You will have Miss Sharp one day for 
your relation.” 

“What relation, — my cousin, hey, Mrs. Bute? James sweet on her, hey?” in- 
quired the waggish ofacer.— Thackeray. 

A sweet tooth — a liking for sweetmeats and dainties. P. 

All people with healthy physical appetites have a sweet tooth somewhere in their 
heads. — Macmillan* s Magazine, 1887. 

I know she has a sweet tooth stiE in her head.— Maria Edgeworth. 

One’s sweet will — uncontrolled wishes ; the unrestrained desires of one’s 
heart. C. A phrase generally used somewhat sarcastically. 

If only the idfealists can have their way, and work out the yearnings of their own 
sweet win, we shall soon be a teetotal, vegetarian, and non-tobacco-smoking people. 
— Family Herald (quoted in Edinburgh Review, 1S87). 

At any rate, Grace made no attempt to do anything of the kind, but wandered at 
her own sweet will within the limits of her own parole. — Blackmore. 

Swell. — The swell mob — people of had character ; men who prey on the 
vices or follies of others. F. 

The fact was that he had been one of the swell mob.— Captain Marryat. 

When he had worn something of the air of a dandy, or, at the worst, of a success- 
ful swell-mobsman. — B. Christie Murray, 

Swim. — In the swim — in the current of events ; acquainted with all that 
is going on. C. 

Swing. — In full swing — very busy ; working busily. C. 

The street market was in full swing. — Besant. 

To give full sxoing to — to indulge freely ; to let loose ; to free from con- 
trol. P. 

But let us return to Nature : do you mean that we are to give full swing to our in- 
clination, to throw the reins on the neck of our senses ? — M. Arnold. 

To have full swing— to be allowed free and uncontrolled exercise. P. 

Every one has his full swing, or goes to the devil his own way.— Hazlitt. 
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Swoop. — A.t one fell swoop — with one unlucky blow ; by a single catas- 
trophe. P. 

At one fell swoop it had cleared the sideboard of glasses, decanters, silver waiters. 
—Wilson. 

Swop. — To swop horses crossing the stream — to make an exchange at a 
critical time when all one’s energies should be devoted to the business 
in hand. P. 

Sword. — A.t swords^ points — bitterly hostile. P. 

This the captain took in dudgeon, and they were at swords’ points at once.— E. H. 
Dana'. 

The sword of Damocles. Damocles was a courtier in the palace of 
Dionysius the Elder, ruler of Syracuse. Having extolled the felicity 
of princes, he was answered in the following fashion by his master. 
He was invited to a sumptuous banquet, and, arrayed in royal robes, 
was given the principal seat ; but over his head hung a sword sus- 
pended by a single horse-hair. By this Dionysius meant to intimate 
the precarious nature of the power and felicity of princes. 

When it is said to be the Czar’s wish that the aged Emperor of G-ermany’s end 
should be peaceful, and that it is only because he would not that his last moments 
should be disturbed by the clash of arms that he desists from action, it will be seen 
how thin is the thread by which the sword of Damocles is suspended. — St, Andrews 
Citizen, 1887. 

To put to the sword — to kill. P. 

At swords drawn — bitterly hostile. P. See Dagger. 

Giovanni belonged to a family who, from the earliest times, had been at swords 
drawn with the government. — Marion Crawford. 

Sydney, — Sydney sider — a convict. S. 

There is no euphemism invented yet for the word “ convict,” which is available 
among the labouring class of Australia when a convict is present. Those who think 
they know something of them might fancy that Old hand,” “ Vandemonian,” or 
even Sydney sider, were not particularly offensive. — H. Kingsley. 


T 

T. — To a T — exactly. C. Perhaps from a T-square. 

** Well,” said T, “there is a pretty show of girls, that’s certain ; but they wouldn’t 
condescend to the like of me. I was thinking there were some of them that would 
Just suit you to a T.”— Halirurton. 

The fool forgets there is an Act of Parliament, and that we have complied with the 
provisions to a T.— C. Eeade. 
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Table. — To turn the tables — to reverse the position of two rival 
parties. P. 

It was no light act of courage in those days, my dear boys, for a little fellow to say 
his prayers publicly, even at Rugby. A few years later, when Arnold’s manly piety 
had begun to leaven the school, the tables turned. Before he died, in the school- 
house at least, and I believe in the other houses, the rule was the other way. — 
T. Hug-hes. 

If Mr. Billon had said that such an outrage as this was nothing but the turning of 
the tables on the atrocities of the penal code, we should not have blamed him. — 
Spectator, 1887. 

Table <Th6te — the public dining-table at an hotel. P. A French 
phrase. Literally, the “ host’s table,” from the custom of the land- 
lord presiding at the public dinner. 

I was very fond of dining at table d'hdte anywhere.— T/ie Mistletoe Bough, 1885. 

Uj)on the table — known to every one ; a matter of public 'discussion. P. 

I will not, however, take up the time of this— I mean your time— by recapitulating 
all that I told you on that occasion ; the facts are, so to speak, all upon the table, 
and I will merely touch upon the main heads of the case.— H. E. Haggard. 

Tableaux. — Tableaux vivants — “living pictures;” dumb representa- 
tions, generally of historical scenes, in which the figures are real 
people. French. A favourite amusement in social gatherings. 

On the 26th of January 1500, having accomplished the first half of his task, he 
(Caesar Borgia) entered Rome as a conqueror, on which occasion a representation was 
given of the triumph of Cjesar, with the various episodes of the life of the Roman 
Csesar, shown in tableaux vivants, suggested by the painter Mantegna.— BZacfc-icood’s 
Magazine, 1888. 

Tag. — Tag-rag and bob-tail — ^the ill-dressed rabble. P. See Rag-tag. 

He invited tag-rag and bob-tail to the wedding.—L’EsTRANGE. 

Tail. — To keep the tail in the water — to thrive ; to prosper. F. 

To turn tail — to retreat in an undignified way. C. 

“ Never thought I should live to turn tail in this way,” growled one soldier to 
another as they passed out.-— English Illustrated Magazine, 1887. 

Tailor. — Nine tailors make a man. An old saying. See Nine. 

I believe Pinchin’s father to have been a tailor. There is no harm in the craft, 
honestly exercised ; but since the woidd began nine tailors have made a man, and 
you cannot well see a knight of the shears without asking in your own mind 
where he has left his eight brethren. — G. A. Sala. 

Take. — To take aback — to bewilder ; to astonish ; to surprise. P. 

‘‘A what? ” asked Hardy rather taken aback. — B ickens. 

For to band in a dead woman might take him aback, as it had taken me. — M rs. 
Henry Wood. 

To take back — to recall words that have been spoken ; to retract. C. 

I’ve disgusted you, I see that ; but I didn’t mean to. I— I take it back ” 

*‘Oh, there’s nothing to take back,” said Corey. — W. B. Howells. 
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To take home to oneself— to understand completely. C. 

Jael did not at all take home to herself the peculiar meaning of her friend’s 
words.— A. Trollope. 

To take after — to resemble ; to imitate. P. 

We cannot but think that he has taken after a good pattern.— Atterbury. 

Thank God, you take after yonr mother’s family, Arthur.— George Eliot. 

To take the cue — to understand a hint. P. 

The ladies took the cue and retired. — C. Beade. 

To take to the road — to become a highwayman. P. 

The pewterer was unfortunate in his business, and took to the road.— G. A. Sala. 

To take down — {a) to humiliate ; to lower the pretensions of. C. 

Our reverend’s been taken down a bit since that gent at the hall lit his pipe in 
the church porch. — A. Jessopp, in Nineteenth Century ^ 1887, 

“The fact is,” went on the other, “that I thought you wanted taking down a 
peg.” — Good WordSi 1887. 

(&) to take the place of a scholar higher up in the form. A school 

phrase. 

(c) to commit to w'riting spoken words as they are uttered. P. 

He wrote letters and took down instructions in shorthand. — Besant. 

T'o take flight — to go off. 0. 

My good Matilda, I am sick of this. I have been bored to-night, and what is much 
worse, I have been snubbed. Suppose we take flight for Cannes WordSt 

1887. 

To take in good part — to hear or receive willingly. P. 

I will just add one little word, XJtterson, that I’m sure you’ll take in good part. 
This is a private matter, and I beg of you to let it sleep.— B. L. Stevenson. 

To take anything to heart — ^to bear it seriously j to be much affected by 
it. P. 

The next day he called at Grassmere, Susan met him all smiles, and was more 
cheerful than usual. The watchful man was delighted. “Come ; she does not take 
it to heart.” He did not guess that Susan had cried for hours and hours over the 
letter.— 0. Beade. 

To take in hand — to undertake j to commence working with. P. 

But that acquaintances— mere acquaintances— should have taken it in hand to 
give her pecuniary assistance, was a humiliation indeed,— James Payn. 

To take hold of— to seize ; to occupy. P. 

But there was something in the delicate handwriting and perfume of the letter 
that took hold of my imagination.— Bought 1885. 

To take in — (a) to deceive ; to delude, P. 

“At all events, everybody was very hard upon him, just because they were taken 
in,” argued Margaret. “If he had acknowledged what they admired so much to 
have been his own, they would have seen nothing in it to admire.”— James Payn. 

Here were two battered London rakes, taking themselves in for a moment, and 
fancying they were in love with each other like Phyllis and Corydon.— Thackeray. 
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(&) to escort to a room. P. 

As for Miss Huntley, she rather prided herself upon her immunity from “ airs,” 
and would have been quite content to accept Mr. Buswell’s arm, had that person 
been requested to take her in to dinner. — Good Words, 1887. 

(c) to comprehend ; to absorb mentally. P. 

It is not to be supposed that he took in everything at one glance.— D ickens. 

To take off— [a) to mock at ; to make sport of ; to mimic. P. 

Taking off (making fun of) the factory ladies.— Halibuuton. 

I know the man I would have : a quick-witted, outspoken, incisive fellow — de- 
lights in taking off big wigs and professional gowns, and in the disembalming and 
unbandaging of all literary mummies. — O. W. Holmes. 

(&) to murder. Old-fashioned. 

The deep damnation of his taking ofif.— Shakespeare. 

To take oneself off— [a) to go away. C. 

Sincerely thankful was he when the meal came to an end, and when Brian, with a 
murmured excuse, took himself off. — Good Words, 1887, 

The stranger suddenly took himself off, and was no more seen by the young lady, — 
A. Trollope. 

(b) to commit suicide. 0. 

*‘You argue,” said Mrs. "Wallace, “that in the case of wicked people, the very 
best thing they can do is to take themselves off, as you call it, since in so doing they 
do the world a service.” — James Payn. 

To take on — to be affected j to be overcome by one’s feelings. C. 

“ Dear heart ! dear heart ! ” cried the squire, who was deeply attached to his 
sister; “don’t take on so, my dear good Joan.” — Blackmore. 

“ It is a pity you take on so, Miss Briggs,” the young lady said, with a cool, slightly 
sarcastic air. 

“ My dearest friend is so ill, and wo-o-o-on’t see me,” gurgled out Briggs in an 
agony of renewed grief. — Thackeray. 

In a pretty take on — much affected. F. 

She was in a pretty take on, too, sir, because, as she said — to use her very words — 
she was chiselled out of a dance.— S. Barino-Gould. 

To take it ont — (a) to take exercise ; to I’elieve one’s physical energies. C. 

Her limbs were elastic, so that she seemed when she walked as if she would like 
to run, jump, and dance, which, indeed, she would have greatly preferred, only at 
Hewnham they take it out at lawn tennis. — Besant. 

{Jb) to obtain an equivalent for a loss sustained. 0. 

“Can’t you keep awake till you have stated your case?” asked Harry. “Come, 
old boy ; you can take it out in slumber afterwards.” — Besant. 

To take it out of a person — to exhaust his energies. P. 

So they tried back slowly and sorrowfully, and found the lane, and went limping 
down it, plashing in the cold puddly ruts, and beginning to feel how the run had 
taken it out of them.— T. Hughes. 

To take part — to share ; to act along with others. P. 

Take part in rejoicing for the victory over the Turks. — Pope. 
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To take place — to happen. P. 

■Whether anything of the nature of a family collision had taken place on the 
occasion of her doing so, John Lawrence did not know.— Magazinej 1S87. 

To take stock in. See Stock. 

To take hy storm — to secnre by one great effort; to overcome by one 
single blow. P. 

In face and manner and speech she was of those sweetly innocent girls who take 
men’s hearts by storm.— M rs. H. Wood. 

Of course, at my age, I was soon all right again, and going to take the world by 
storm to-morrow morning.— C. Rba-DE. 

To take to — ^to apply oneself to ; to conceive a liking for. P. 

Miss Betsy won’t take to her book.— S wxft. 

Men of learning who take to business discharge it generally with greater honesty 
than men of the world.— Addison. 

The squire took to her very kindly (was very well pleased with her). — A. Trollope. 

To take to one's hed — to be prostrated by illness. P. 

It is quite true that at times he took to his bed.— Letter quoted in Nineteenth 
Century^ 1887. 

To take to one's heels — to commence running ; to start off at a rapid 
pace. P. 

I gave a view halloa, took to my heels, collared my gentleman, and brought him 
back.— E. L. Stevenson. 

To take to task — to reprove ; to lecture ; to find fault with. P. 

“I am only saying what Dr. Cooper has just told me— that Mr. Josceline’s life 
must be counted by hours. There is no hope.” 

‘‘Still,” urged Mrs. Armytage, irritated at being taken to task— and, as was 
evident, with the approval of the company — by a lady so inferior to her in the social 
scale— “ the truth must be told, we are taught, even of the dead.” — James Payn. 

To take too mnch — to get drunk. C. 

She knew he was of no drunken kind, yet once in a way a man might take too 
much.— Blackmore. 

To take in tow — to conduct ; to take charge of. P. Originally a sea 
phrase. 

Sir Brian stood in the middle of Pall Mall shaking his stick at the cabman, 
whose number he took, and causing some interruption to the traffic, until he was 
courteously but firmly taken in tow by a policeman, who remarked that the roadway 
was intended for wheeled vehicles and the pavement for foot passengers. — Oood 
Words, 1887. 

To take turns — to engage in anything alternately, each one in succession 
being allowed to take part. P. 

I think a good way will be for each of them, even the youngest, to take turns in 
ordering the dinner and seeing it prepared. — Besant. 

To take up — {a) to put in jail. P. 

For many a time, when they take a man up, they spread it about that he’s turned 
informer like the rest. — Charles Lever. 
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(b) to help ; to aid ; to patronize. P. 

He told his story from the beginning : how he had experienced nothing but failure 
and disappointment ; how he had been taken up by the queer old fellow at the chop- 
housej etc.— Besant. 

(c) to engross ; to comprise. P. 

I prefer in our countryman the noble poem of Palamon and Arcite, which is 
perhaps not much inferior to the Ilias, only it takes up seven years.— Dryben. 

(d) to reply to ; to interrupt with a ciiticism. P. 

One of his relations took him up roundly for stooping so much below the dignity 
of his profession.— L’E strange. 

Meantime a shrewd woman was there listening with all her ears— a woman, too, 
who had vague suspicions about him, and had taken him up rather sharper than 
natural, he thought, when, being off his guard for a moment, he anticipated the 
narrator, and assumed there were two burglars.— G. Beads. 

Taken up — wholly occupied ; engrossed. P. 

Mr. Fraser did not answer him immediately, so taken up "was he in noticing the 
wonderful changes a week had wrought in bis appearance. — H. B. Hagg^iARD. 

To take up arms for — to defend ; to champion. C. 

Miss Smiles takes up arms at once for Mrs. Beverley,— Florence Mareyat. 

To take upon oneself—lo venture (in a moral sense) ; to undertake a 
responsibility. P. 

The Parliament took upon them to call an assembly of divines to settle some 
Church questions.— South, 

“ Well, well, well ! ” he murmured. “But it doesn’t do to say so, yoti know, Mr. 
Segrave. At times, I confess, he appears to me to take too much upon him.” — Good 
Words, 1SS7. 

To take a man at his loord — to believe what he says. P. 

If I should decline all merit, it was too probable the hasty reader might have 
taken me at my word.— G oldsmith. 

“It seems a pity,” Harry chimed in, “that so much protesting was in vain. 
Perhaps Mr. Messenger took him at his word.” — Bbsant. 

2^0 take a telling — to receive advice or a rebuke patiently. C. 

To take it info one’s head — to conceive a sudden intention; to resolve 
upon without any apparent reason. C. Generally used of a caprici- 
ous whim. 

Mrs. Crump 0 took it into her head that she could cat no butter but of Patty’s 
churning.— Maria Edgeworth. 

To take up loith — to be friendly with ; to seek the society of ; to keep 
company with. C. 

Bo you suppose that Penelope Lapham is a girl to take up with a fellow that her 
sister is in love with, and that she always thought was in love with her sister, and go 
off and be happy with him ?— W. B. Howells. 

Taking . Ct terrible talcing — greatly agitated. C. 

“ Zounds, Blanche I what did you say ?” burst out the general in a terrible taking, 
as he thought how everything must come out.— G. J. Whyte-Melvillb. 
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Talk. — To talk a person’s head off— to be excessively talkative ; to weary 
another with talking. C. 

I only hope, Heigham, that old Pigott won’t talk yotir head off ; she has got a 
dreadful tongue.— H. R. Haggard. 

To talk a person up — to cajole a person with flattering words ; to per- 
suade a person to do some action. P. 

I sent for Mr.'Flamborough, and they talked him up as finely as they did me. — 
Goldsmith. 

To talk over — (ct) to persuade a person by talking ; to induce a person to 
change his opinion by talking with him. P. 

Miss Kennedy looked embarrassed. She had betrayed herself, she thought. “ I 
know— I know. But he talked me over.” — Besant. 

He talked over Trevittick, who sulkily acquiesced.— H. Kingsley. 

(&) to discuss a subject. P. 

Tandem. — To drive tandem — to drive a coach to which two horses are 
harnessed one in front of the other, and not side by side. P. 

He had aheady given up driving tandem.— .4 1SS7. 

Tangent. — Off at a tangent. This phrase is used of quick and sudden 
movements, where a person breaks away unexpectedly. C. Espe- 
cially used of conversations ; but also, as in the second example, of 
one’s thoughts. 

She could scarcely say ten words, except about herself ; so when Bassett questioned 
her about Sir Charles and Lady Bassett, she said “Yes,” or “No,” or “I don’t 
know,” and was off at a tangent to her own sayings and doings. — C. Keade. 

John Treverton, smoking his cigar, and letting his thoughts wander away at a 
tangent every now and then. — Miss Braddon. 

Tansy. — Like a tansy — perfect ; complete. C. Tansy was a drink 
composed of many ingredients, and requiring great care in its com- 
position. 

Miss. Look, Lady Answerall, is it not well mended ? 

Lady Am. Ay, this is something like a tansy.— S wiet. 

Tantalus. — A Tantalus cup — a cup in which the water vanishes as 
soon as the thirsty person attempts to drink. P. Tantalus was a 
tyrant who, for his many crimes, was tortured in the infernal regions 
by having water ever at his lips. As soon as he tried to drhik, how- 
ever, the water slowly receded, and left him more thirsty than ever. 

Nothing occurred to interfere with the plan of action decided on by Hilda and 
Philip; no misadventure came to mock them, dashing the Tantalus cup of joy to 
earth before their eyes.— H. R. Haggard. 

Tantrums. — In one’s tantru7ns—iii a bad humour. E. 

"When he saw Dobbs Broughton he told that gentleman that Mrs. Van Siever had 
been in her tantrums.— A. Trollope. 

“ What, you are in your tantrums again I ” said she.— C. Reade. 
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^2J^Q.—Tape or red ^^tpe—official routine; official delay and obstruc- 
tion. P. 

The frost and reserve of office melted like snow in summer before the sun of reli- 
gion and humanity. How unreal and idle appeared now the twenty years gone in 
tape and circumlocution.— C. Reade. 

Tapis.~0?z the under discussion. P. Tapis is French for 

‘ ‘ carpet, ” 

Well, as my engagement to Lady Catherine is stiU on the tapis, it will be as well 
to assume that I did not (give her a chance of marrying me). — MistUtoe Bough, 1SS5. 

The Schleswig-Holstein question comes on the tapis, and no one seems to know 
much of anything about the place geographically.— Review, 1S87. 

Tar. — To have a lick of the tar-brush — to be partly of negro blood. F. 

Tarring and feathering — a punishment inflicted upon an unpopular per- 
son. Joseph Smith, the founder of Mormonism, was so treated. 
King Richard Coeur de Lion, before sailing for the Holy Land, had a 
law enacted in the fleet that a robber, who shall be convicted of 
theft, shall have his head cropped after the manner of a champion, 
and boiling pitch shall be poured thereon, and then the feathers of a 
cushion shall be shaken out upon him, so that he may be known, and 
at the first land at which the ships shall touch he shall be set on 
shore.” 

Tarred laith the same brush or possessing the same peculiarities ; 
marked by the same qualities. C. 

As a sample of the self-trained and self-educated amateur, he was, however, tarred 
with the same brush as John Lawrence. — Murray's Magazine, 1887. 

We are all tarred with the same stick, we women.— C, Reade. 

Tartar. — To catch a Tartar — to capture what proves to be a trouble- 
some prisoner ; to seize hold of what one would afterwards willingly 
let go. P. 

Reckless Reginald soon found he had caught a Tartar in his new master.— C. Reaue. 

She let him have his head for a bit, and then, when he’d got quite accustomed to 
the best of everything and couldn’t live without it, she turned him into the street, 
where there is no claret and no champagne. So that poor man caught a Tartar, 
didn’t he ?— Besani. 

Task. — To take to task~to reprove; to find fault with. P. 

Mrs. Baynes took poor madame severely to task for admitting such a man to her 
assemblies. — Tn ackeha y. 

Tattoo. — The devil’s tattoo — beating, usually with the fingers, on a 
table or other flat surface. P. Generally a sign of impatience or 
of ill-humour. 

“ Ah, what shall I do, Lord Steyne, for I am. very, very unhappy ?” 

Lord Steyne made no rej^ly except by beating the devil’s tattoo and biting his nails. 
— Thackeuay. 

There lay half-a-dozen ruffians writhing on the ground, and beating the devil’s 
tattoo with their heels. — C. Reade, 
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Tea. — A atorm in a tea-cnp — a petty squabble; a disturbance marked 
by muck noise, but of no importance. C. 

For all that, his sympathies had been entirely with her in the recent squabble. 
“ What a ridiculous little storm in a tea-cup it was ! he thought with a laugh.— 
Murray's Magazine^ 1SS7. 

A tea, fight — a social gathering where tea is the beverage drunk. S. 

Teens. — In one's teens — between the ages of twelve and twenty. C. 

He (the great Conde) was a ripe scholar even in his teens, as the Latinity of his 
letters Edinburgh Eevieio, 18S7. 

Teeth. — cccst or throw anything in one's teeth — to reproach one with 
anything. P. 

You’ve got the girl, and we must keep her; and keep her well too, that she may 
not be able to throw it in your teeth that she has made such sacrifices for you. — 
Bla-Ckmohe. 

“ She was ill, and she gave you a letter for me. Where is it?” 

“ I confess that the first part of your information is true, Mr. Huthven, though I 
don’t know why an act of benevolence should be thrown in my teeth as if it were a 
crime.”— F loeenoe Maeevat. 

From the teeth outioards — without real significance ; merely on the sur- 
face. C. 

Much of the Tory talk about General Gordon lately was only from the teeth out- 
W'ards.— PaiJi/ News, 1SS6. 

To have cut one's teeth or eye-teeth — to be crafty. S. 

He and I were born the same year, but ho cut his teeth long before me. — C. 
Reade, 

TeU. — To tell on or u2:>on — to afiect; to influence. P. 

His previous exertions had told on his constitution.— d'jturfcrjj/ Review, 1S07. 

“Pull yourself together, Bradshaw,” said the lawyer. “This suspense, X know, 
is telling upon all of you.”— R. L. Stevenson. 

To tell ojf— to count separately ; to number in order. P. 

But one day after chapel, as the men were being told off to their several tasks, 
Robinson recognised the boy by his figure.— C. Reade. 

To tell tales out ofi school — to repeat in public wliat has passed in the 
company of intimates ; to reveal private matters. P. 

“ Look here, Duffham,” he went on; “ we want you to go with us and s(5e— some- 
body; and to undertake not to tell tales out of school.”— Mns. Heniiy Woon, 

Tempers. — God tempers the luind to the shorn lamb — God makes iiiisfoi*- 
tunes bear lightly on the feeble. P. A French saying, of which 
Sterne has made use. 

“ You are very kind,” said Mrs. Crawley. '‘We must only bear it with such forti- 
tude as God will give us. We are told that he tempers the wind to the shorn 
lamb.”— A. Teollope. 
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Ten. — Ten to one — ten chances to one; almost certain; almost cer- 
tainly. C. 

Whenever the reader lights upon the title which Fox had waded through so 
much to earn, it is ten to one that within the next half-dozen lines there will be 
found an allusion to the gallows. — TiiEVEnYAN, 

One of ten thoumnd — an exceptionally excellent person. P. 

She did not know that she herself was a woman of ten thousand. She spoke 
believing herself to be a common type of humanity.— James Payn. 

The upper ten or ten thousand — those moving in the highest London 
society. P. 

Lord Swansdown has had some dealings with him in an agricultural way, and 
wishing to show him civility on his accession to the upper ten, desired his wife to 
send him an invitation for the shooting season.— Flouence Marryat. 

But to tens of thousands— including, I’ll be bound, the upper ten— it will be utterly 
unknown.— James Payn, 

Tenterhooks. — On tenferhoohs — in a state of discomfort or agony. P. 
Tenterhooks are the hooks on which a weh of cloth is stretched hy 
the selvages on a frame. 

I must say I should like to have it settled as soon as possible, because it keeps a 
man on tenterhooks, you know, and feeling like a fool.— F lorence Marryat. 

Terms. — On friendly. P. 

He wasn’t on terms with Flashman’s set.— T. HtronES. 

On good or excellent terms — friendly ; intimate. P. 

I am not on good terms w’ith Sir Charles.— C. Eeade. 

To come to terms — to make a bargain. P, 

When George returned to the farmer, the latter, who had begun to fear the loss of 
a customer, came at once to terms with him.— C. liEAnE. 

“ The Manor House does not belong to me.” 

“So I understand; but I should think you could come to terms with your 
brother .” — Good JFords, 18ST. 

Terra. — Terra finna — dry land. P. Latin. 

Another foaming breaker, supplemented by a vigorous shove from their stalwart 
arms, sends their unwieldy craft up high and dry, and the spray-splashed passengers 
can step out on terra Jiriiia.—Scrihiier’s Magazine j 1SS7. 

me.-A ffte-d-fete—a confidential conversation. C. French. 

“You will forgive me, Philip, for interrupting your Ute-d-tCfe, but may I ask 
what is the moaning of this?” 

Philip returned no answer.— H. II. ITaooard. 

Tether. — To the end of one's tether — as far as one is al)Ie to proceed. 0. 

I tell you plainly I have gone pretty well to the end of my tether with you.— 

C. Rea OK. 


Thames. — To set the Thames onfre. See Set. 
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Thanks. — Thanhs to this or that — this is the cause; the result is due to 
this. P. 

If we are to believe the book, thanks to the American social system, she had a 
series of wonderful escapes from ill-considered matches . — Edinhurgli Review, 1SSQ. 

That. — At that. A phrase in common use in America, signifying that 
certain conditions are conceded. 

John, looking at him, guessed that he could not weigh less than seventeen stone, 
and he was well within the mark at that (if he allowed him such a weight).— -H. E. 
HAaGABD. 

There, — All there. See All, 

Thick. — Throxigh thick and thin — through every obstacle ; daunted by 
nothing. P. 

These fellows who attacked the inn to-night — bold, desperate blades, for sure — and 
the rest who stayed aboard that lugger, and more, I dare say, not far off, are, one 
and all, through thick and thin, bound that they’ll get that money.-— E. L. 
Stevenson. 

The first dawn of comfort came to him in swearing to himself that he would stand 
by that boy through thick and thin, and cheer him and help him and bear his bur- 
dens.— T. Hughes. 

Thick-skinned — not sensitive ; not easily rebuked. P. 

“ Ah! you wouldn’t be if you saw Annerley Hall,” returns the baronet, too thick- 
skinned to recognize a rebuff.— Florence Marryat. 

There was something in his companion’s astounding thickness of skin that tickled 
his humour.- James Payn. 

TMn. — To run thin — to seek release from a bad bargain. P. 

The thin end or edge of the wedge. See Wedge. 

Thing. — The thing — exactly right; just what ought to be. P. 

“You are not at all the thing (by any means as well as you ought to be), my 
darling boy,” said Mrs. Sharp to Christopher.— Blackmore. 

Although they all knew the songs by heart, it was the thing (considered right and 
necessary) to have an old manuscript book descended from some departed hero, in 
which they were all carefully written out.~T. Hughes. 

Where energy was the thing, he was energetic enough.— AZi the Year Round, 

To know a thing or two — to be wise or cunning. F. 

“Mr. Levi,” said he, “I see you know a thing or two; will you be so good as to 
answer me a question?”— C. Keade. 

TMHgimibob. — Thingumbob, thingumebob, thingummy, or thingamy — a 
word used to replace a name that is forgotten. P. “ What d’ye call 
him ?” is sometimes used in this way. 

“Make your mind easy,” replied Mr. Miles calmly; “he won’t escape; wo .shall 
have him before the day is out.” 

“ Will you, sir? that is right— but how?” 

“ The honourable Thingumbob, Tom Yates’s friend, put us up to it.”— C. Eeahe. 

“My gracious, Mildred,” suddenly exclaimed Agatha, “do you see who that is 
there leaning over the bulwarks? Oh, he’s gone; but so sure as T am a living 
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woman, it was Lord Minster and Lady Florence Thingumebob, his sister, you know, 
the pretty one.*’ — H. B. Haggard. 

The merchant who discharged his clerk last week because he never could remember 
the word mucilage, and persisted in saying thingummy, has got another who is 
unsound on the word chronometer, and calls it a watch-you-call-it. — St. A'ixdra'iu& 
Citizen^ 1SS7. 

There was Mr. So-and-So and Mrs. Thingamy.— Wilson. 

Think . — To thinh hetter of it — to change one’s mind ; to abandon a 
resolve. P. 

You will think better of your determination.— D ickens. 

“ I said plainly that I will not marry him.” 

know you did, my dear; but Mrs. Gamier and I fancied you might have 
thought better of it.”— Florence Marryat, 

To thinh no end of a — to have a very high opinion of his char- 

acter. F. 

Thirty. — ThiTty-nine Articles — the statement of the doctrines of the 
Church of England which every clergyman must sign. P . Theodore 
Hook, when asked if he was ready to sign the Thirty-nine Articles, 
replied jQippautly, “Yes; and forty if you wish.” 

Mr. Pixnch, like Theodore Hook, had not any great reverence for the Tliirty-nine 
Articles.— Fort Peckw, ISb'T. 

Thomas. — A very Thomas-^ojii nnhelieving, incredulous person. P. 
The disciple of our Lord .who bore that name refused for a time to 
believe in Christ’s resurrection. See J ohn xx. 24, 25. 

Moreover, when he secs the lock of hair and the love-letter — and perhaps there 
may be other discoveries by the time he returns— he must be a very Thomas not to 
believe such proof.— J ames Fayn. 

Thom.—^d on thorns— to be in a position of excessive discomfort; 
to be troubled in mind. P. 

She did not say anything at the brealcfast-table, though Anna sat upon thorns lest 
she should; Helen was so apt to speak upon Impulse. —Mrs. Henry Wood. 

A thorn in the side or the flesh— ii. perpetual source of annoyance. P. 

There was given to me a thorn in the flesh. — S CovinthicLns xH, 7. 

Sir Charles demurred. “ Oh, I don’t want to quarrel with the fellow; but he is a 
regular thorn in my side, with his little trmxipcry estate, all in broken patches. He 
shoots my pheasants in the unfairest way.”“-C. Be.ide. 

TkoBSand,— -4 thonsaiid and one—a very large number; an inimnier- 
able collection. P. 

The servant girl entered, bringing a slip of paper upon a salver, the name, no 
doubt, of one of those thousand and one persons who were now always coming to 
ask permission to see the manuscript. — James Payn. 

Thread.-” To tahe up the thread of— to commence again whore a stop- 
page has taken place ; to resume the treatment or discussion of. P. 

Harry possessed a ready sympathy ; he fell easily and at once into tho direction 
suggested by another’s words. Thus, when Angola talked about the palace, he also 
took up tho thread of invention, and made believe with her as if it were a thing pos- 
sible— a thing of brick and mortar.— Brkant 
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To hang hy a thrmdj — to be in imminent danger ; to be ready to fall. P. 

A fate which, has already overtaken one living, and hangs by a thread over others. 
— Spectator, 1887. 

Through. — Through hands — finished ; executed. C. 

“ And now,” continued the butler, addressing the knife-boy, “ reach me a candle, 
and we’ll get this through hands at once.” — E. L. Stevensok 

Throw. — To throw the great cast — to venture everything; to take a 
step of vital importance. P. 

In a word, G-eorge had thrown the great cast.— Thackeray. 

To throw dust m the eyes of— to confuse ; to mislead. P. 

It is not an honourable occupation to throw dust in the eyes of the English reader. 
— Contemporary JReview, 1887. 

To throw the handherchief— to propose marriage ; to choose a wife. C. 
The Sultan is said to select women for his harem in this fashion. 

Presently be looked up, probably for the return of Davey, and perceived her wav- 
ing her handkerchief toward him — a signal which the female oracle of the “ Ultra- 
marine” would have reprobated exceedingly; to her it would seem only one step short 
of throwing the handkerchief.— James Payn. 

Her highly-flattered mother falls straightway in love with him, and he might have 
been encouraged to throw the handkerchief at once, had the frivolous Alice been 
equally impressionable.— Bevieio, 1S82. 

To throw the handle after the hlade — to lose even the little which remains 
to one. C. 

The question is, Will you at all better yourselves by having now one of your hot 
fits, speaking with promptitude and energy, and, in fact, going to war with Eussia 
for what she has done ? Alas ! my dear friend, this would be throwing the handle 
after the blade with a vengeance.— M. Arnold. 

To throw dirt or miLd at — to abuse ; to speak evil of. C. 

Then throw dirt at the plaintiff. He is malicious, and can be proved to have for- 
sworn himself in Bassett v. Bassett. — C. Eeadb. 

A woman in my position must expect to have more mud thrown at her than a less 
important person.— Florence Marryat, 

To throw oneself at or at the head of—[oi a woman) to show a man that 
she is eager to receive a proposal of marriage. C. 

As for the girls, Claire, they just throw themselves at a man.— Besant. 

They say that unless a girl fairly throws herself at the young men’s heads she isn’t 
noticed.— W. D. Howells. 

To throio over — to abandon ; to cease to aid or acknowledge. P. 

‘‘Look here, Musselboro; if you’re going to throw me over, just tell me so, and 
let us begin fair.” 

“ I’m not going to throw you over ; I’ve always been on the square wi^h you.”— A. 
Trollope. 

Do you suppose Captain Mitchell can help being so comically miserable, or that 
Kitty Greenwood can help being made ridiculously happy, by the attentions of a 
man who, in the nature of things, will end by throwing her over?— Good Words, 1887, 

They say that lie is engaged to a girl in England, and has thrown her over for the 
widow. — H. E. H AO CARD. 
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To throiv stones — to find fault with other people. P. 

There is an old proverb about the inexpediency of those who live in glass houses 
throwing stones, which I always think that we (who are in society) would do well not 
to forget.— Florence Marryat. 

To throio iLp —to reject; to cast off. P- 

What do you mean, Lady Bellamy, when you talk about my duty?” 

“I mean the plain duty that lies before you of marrying your Cousin George, and 
of throwing up this young Heigham.”— H. B. Haggard. 

To throio up the sponge. See Spokge. 

To throio off—{oi hounds) to start in pursuit of game. P. 

Some of the carriages turned out of the field to follow slowly along the road, in 
hopes of seeing the hounds throw off. — Marion Crawford. 

To throio upon o?ie’.s hands — to give one the responsibility of. P. 

In spite of his warning the mother had been left behind, and he was in the un- 
enviable position of having a child thrown upon his hands until the next stoppage.— 
Hugh Conway. 

Tlmm.'b. — Rule-of-thnm’b — measurement or calculation without the aid of 
precise instruments ; rough and ready calculation. P. 

W’e never learnt anything in the navy when I was a youngster, except a little rule- 
of-thumb mathematics.— T. Hughes. 

The real truth is, Wiuterborne, that medical practice in places like this is a very 
rulo-of-thumb matter.— Thomas Hardy. 

Under the thumb o/— completely subservient to ; quite under the control 
and direction of. C. 

Your Cousin George is very fond of a pretty woman, and, to be plain, what I want 
you to do is to make use of your advantages to get him under your thumb and per- 
suade him into selling the property. — H. B. Haggard. 

From the death of Louis XL female influence was constantly on the increase, and 
we may designate the century from 1483 to 1589— with the exception of Louis the 
Twelfth’s reign— as the era of the ascendency of women and favourites. The kings 
were either nobodies, or wore under the thumb of their wives or mistresses. — National 
Review, 1SS7. 

“ If you think I’m going to be afraid of Mother Van, you’re mistaken. Let come 
what may, I’m not going to live under her thumb.” So ho lighted his cigar. — A. 
Trollope. 

To turn the fhumhs up — to decide against. P. A classical phrase. The 
Pomans in the amphitheatre turned their thumbs up when a com- 
batant was not to be spared. 

They had unanimously turned their thumbs up. “Sartor,” the publisher ac- 
quainted him, “ excites universal disapprobation.” — E. Garnett. 

To bite onds thumb at — to show contempt for. P. 

Tick. — 071 tick— on credit; not paid for. F. Abbreviated from On 
ticket,” on credit. 

“ Won’t you bo tempted now?” he added to Susan Potter, 

She laughed. “ Not with these things. I should never hear the last of it if 
Potter found out I went on tick for finery.” — Mrs. H. Wood. 

There are few, I guess, who go upon tick as much as we do.—-ITALTBURTON. 

22 
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To tick off— to mark separately after examination. P. 

He would drop suddenly upon his cousin Josephus, and observe him faithfully 
entering names, ticking off and comparing, just as he had done for forty years, still 
a junior clerk. — B esant. 

Ticket. — To go any ticket — to vote for any cause. F. An American 
political phrase. 

Yes ; I love the Quakers. I hope they’ll go the Webster ticket.— H alieurton. 

Ticket-offleave — a warrant given to convicts who are allowed their 
liberty on condition of good behaviour. P. 

I suppose he’s out now on a ticket-of -leave. — H ugh Conway. 

They found themselves outlaws, ticket-of-leave men, or what you will in that 
line; in short, dangerous parties.— T. Hughes. 

WhaTs the ticket ? — what is to be done ’ S. 

Well,” said Bob Cross, “ what’s the ticket, youngster? are you to go aboard with 
me?”— C aptain Marryat. 

Thafs the ticket— yow have done the right thing; that’s well done. S. 
From the winning ticket in a lottery. 

Tickle.— ^0 tickle to death— to amuse exceedingly. F. 

— To tide over— to overcome a difficulty temporarily. P. 

Such questions as these are sometimes very anxious ones in a remote country vil- 
lage, where every pound spent among the inhabitants serves to build up that margin 
outside the ordinary income of the wage-earners which helps the small occupants 
to tide over many a temporary embarrassment when money is scfxvQQ.—NineUenth 
Century^ 1887. 

Tile.— A tile or a slate something wrong with the brain ; a dis- 

ordered brain. S. 

Bo you think I am as mad as he is? Attack a man who has just breakfiiKted with 
me, merely because he has a tile loose !— C. Beade. 

Time . — At ifwTzes— occasionally. P. 

She knew that at times she must be missed.— Miss Austen. 

In no time— very quickly ; with great speed. F. 

They listened a moment ; there was no fresh sound. Then Brutus slipped down 
the front stairs in no time; he found the front door not bolted.— C. Reaee. 

Froyn time to tiyne — at intervals. P. 

She lived with them entirely, only visiting her grandmother from time to time.— 
Miss Austen. 

In time— [a) after a season ; when some years have passed. P. 

Emma was now in a humour to resolve that they should both come in time. — Miss 
Austen. 

(b) punctual or punctually; not behindhand. P. 

Impay posted back to Calcutta, to be in time for the opening of term.— M acaulay. 
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To have a good thiie or a real good time — to enjoy oneself. C. An 
American phrase. 

It was also largely due to the vigilant politeness of young Havering, who seemed 
hent on making her have a good time.— W. D. Howells. 

An American, when he has spent a pleasant day, will tell you that he has had a 
good time. — A. Trollope. 

How you will enjoy it ! I guess you’ll have a real good time, as our cousins say.— 
Florence Marryat. 

For the time hemg — temporarily; for the particular season or occasion 
only. P. 

It is the leading boys for the time being who give the tone to all the rest, and 
make the school either a noble institution for the training of Christian Englishmen, 
or a place where a young boy will get more evil than if he were turned out to make 
his way in London streets, or anything between these two extremes. — T. Huohes. 

Ti77ie out of mind — from a remote date; longer than any one can re- 
member. P. 

Having, out of friendship for the family, upon whose estate, praised be Heaven ! I 
and mine have lived rent free, time out of mind, voluntarily undertaken to publish 
the memoirs of the Hack-rent Family, I think it my duty to say a few words, in the 
first place, concerning myself. — Maria Edgeworth. 

To tahe time hy the fo^^eloch — to act promptly ; to make no unnecessary 
delay- P. 

Now, sir, it’s got to come to blows sooner or later; and what I propose is, to take 
time by the forelock, as the saying is, and come to blows some fine day when they 
least expect it.— H. L. Stevenson. 

At fins time of devy — at so late a date; in our present stage of civiliza- 
tion. F. The phrase refers to a^;enofZ, not to a day of twenty -four 
hours. 

But although there was no evil and little real selfishness in Mrs. Nickleby’s heart, 
she had a weak head and a vain one ; and there was something so flattering in being 
sought (and sought in vain) in marriage at this time of day (so late in life), that she 
could not dismiss the passion of the unknown gentleman quite so summarily or 
lightly as Nicholas appeared to deem becoming. — DicKENfcs. 

IMore than anything else, at this time of day (now that .she was an elderly woman), 
I was sorry for her.— Henry Jame.s, jun. 

Time and again — very frequently. C. 

Time and again I’ve had my doubts whether ho cared for Irene any.— W. D. 
Howells. 

Timeo. — Timeo Fanaos et donctferenfes — I fear the Greeks even wheu 
they ].>riiig gifts. A line from the Latin poet Virgil, signifying that 
ail enemy is to be feared even when he professes friendship. 

“ Come in here, there’s a good follow, I want to speak to you.” 

“Why is he so infernally genial?” reflected Philip. Timeo Danaos et dona 
ferentesT — H. il. HA(jGARD. 

Tin. — Tin — money. S. 

“Monstrous nice girl, ’pon my honour, though, Osborne,” ho was good enough to 
ad<i. “ Lots of tin, I suppose, eh?”— T hackeray. 
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Tip. — To tij) the winh — to give the signal. S. 

For without putting on his fighting face, he calmly replied that he had seen Mr. 
Metaphor tip the wink, and whisper to one of his confederates, and thence judged 
that there was something mysterious on the carpet.— Smollett. 

On the tip of one's tongue — ready to he uttered ; on the point of utter- 
ance. 0. 

It had been on the tip of my tongue to say where I had just seen Jellico, and the 
trade he was doing.— Mrs. Henry Wood. 

Mary Wells ran in, with an angry expression on the tip of her tongue.— C. Eeade. 

The straight tip — early and accurate information. S. See Straight. 

To tip tip ) — to pay money ; to open one’s purse. S. 

“I should have liked to make her a little present,” Osborne said to his friend in 
confidence, “ only I am quite out of cash until my father tips up.”— Thackerav. 

To tip one's fin — to hold out one’s hand to shake. S. 

Tiptoe. — On tiptoe — in eager expectation ; in a state of excited sus- 
pense. C, 

Religion stands on tiptoe in our land. 

Ready to pass to the American strand.— He aBERr. 

The news that Smike had been caught and brought back in triumph ran like wild- 
fire through the hungry community, and expectation was on tiptoe all the morning. 
—Dickens. 

Tip-top. — iTzp-zJop— first-class. F. 

One of those tip-top firms in the city would have gone straight off to take counsel’s 
opinion.— Miss Braddon. 

Tit. — Tit for tat — something given in return; just retaliation. C. 

“ Tit for tat ! tit for tat ! ” they cried; “ Squire, you began it, and you have your 
due.”— Blackmore. 

To. — To and fro — backwards and forwards. P. 

Speckled spiders, indolent and fat with long security, swing idly to and fro in the 
vibration of the bells.— Dickens. 

A to-do — a commotion ; a noise and confusion. P. 

His mother, inside the vehicle, with her maid and her furs, her wrappers, and her 
scent-bottles, made such a to-do that you would have thought she never had been in 
a stage-coach before.— Tracker ay. 

Toe. — The light fantastic toe. A phrase used with reference to 
dancing. F. 

Come, and trip it as you go 

On the light fantastic toe.— M ilton. 

Mr. St. Leger evidently prided himself, as Mr. Fitzloom observed, on his light 
fantastic toe.— Beaconsfield. 

To toe the mark — to be careful in one’s conduct. F. 

JSTow you know what I am i I’ll make you toe the mark, every soul of you, or I’ll 
flog you all, fore and aft, from the boy up. — R. H. Dana, jun. 
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Token. — By the same tohen — moreover ; likewise ; nay more. C. 

"Wliy, I caught two of their inflammatory treatises in this very house. By the 
same token, I sent them to the executioner at Marseilles, with a request that he 
would burn them pubh’cly.— C. Reade. 

For we have that memorandum in writing with a pencil, given under his own 
hand, on the back of the lease, to me, by the same token when my good lord had his 
foot on the step of the coach, going away. — Mama. Edgeworth. 

More by tolcen — moreover ; in truth. 0. 

"Whether it were St. George, I cannot say, but surely a dragon was killed there, 
for you may see the marks yet where his blood ran down, and more by token the 
place where it ran down is the easiest way up the hillside.— T. Hughes. 

Tom. — Tom, Dkh, and Harry — ordinary, insignificant people; the 
multitude. 0. 

“ But all are not preachers and captains in the Salvation Army?” 

“No; there is my cousin Dick. We are, very properly, Tom, Dick, and Harry.” 
— Besant. 

If that girl isn’t in love with you, she is something very like it. A girl does not 
pop over like that for Dick, Tom, or Harry.— H. E. Haggard. 

Tom-and- Jerry sho^o. See Jerry. 

Tom Tiddler^s yround — said to be a contraction for Tom the idler^s 
(jround, T. An imaginary garden of ease and wealth, where children 
pick up gold and silver. 

I’m here, my soul’s delight, upon Tom Tiddler’s ground, picking up the demnition 
gold and silver.— D xckens. 

Now the spacious drawing-room, with the company seated round the glittering 
table, busy with their glittering spoons and knives, and forks and plates, might have 
been taken for a grown-up exj^osition of Tom Tiddler’s ground, where children pick 
up gold and silver. — Dickens. 

Tommy. — Tommy Atlcins — the typical British private soldier. F. 

The commanding oflicer at Woolwich garrison has issued an order forbidding 
soldiers to be seen carrying children in the street. In the privacy of his house 
Tommy Atkins may still, I suppose, hold his baby in his arms, but beyond the 
domestic circle he must sink the parent in the soldier.— (Si. Andrews Citizen, 1SS7. 

To-morrow. — To-morrow come never — a futiire date that will never 
arrive. F. 

Sallu. You married to my sister ! When will that be ? 

Marc. Very soon, my dear. To-day or to-morrow perhaps. 

Salhj. To-morrow come never, I believe.— C ooian. 

Tongue.— With the tongue in the cheek — mockingly ; insincerely, C. 

And if statesmen, either with their tongue in their cheek or with a fine impulsive- 
ness, tell people that their natural taste for the bathos is a relish for the sublime, 
there is more need to teU them the contrary. — Matthew Arnold. 

To hold the tongue — to be silent. P. 

’Tis seldom seen that senators so young 

Know when to speak and when to hold their tongue.— Dryden. 
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To give tongue — to speak out. C. 

Only when Mary fired a broadside into her character, calling her a bold, bad, 
brazen-faced slut, only then did Mrs. Richard give tongue on her behalf.— Mils. E. 
Lynn Linton. 

Tooth. — Tooth and nail — with great energy; violently; fiercely. P. 
As if attacking both with the teeth and with the nails. 

She would then ignore the verbiage, as that intellectual oddity, the public singer, 
calls it, and fall tooth and nail upon the musical composition, correcting it a little 
peevishly.— C. Reade. 

Lady Barbara RoUington had fallen upon the brewer, tooth and nail, and was 
proving conclusively to him that in anything but a corrupt and rotten state of 
society he would at that moment be working off a well-deserved sentence of im- 
prisonment with hard labour . — Good Words^ 1887. 

There are men that roll through life, like a fire-new red ball going across Mr. 
Lord’s cricket-ground on a sunshiny day ; there is another sort that have to rough 
it in general, and, above all, to fight tooth and nail for the quartern loaf, and not 
always win the battle. — C. Reade. 

A meet tooth — a liking for sweet things. C. See Sweet. 

In the teeth of-— [a) in direct opposition to ; in spite of. P. 

But when we fl.y antagonistically in the teeth of circumstances, bent on following 
our own resolute path, we take ourselves out of God’s hands, and must reap the 
consequences. — Mrs. Henry Wood. 

Grace Crawley’s fortune was made in the teeth, as it were, of the prevailing ill- 
fortune of the family.— A. Trollope. 

Notwithstanding his brave threats made behind Angela’s back, about forcing her 
to marry him in the teeth of any opposition that she could offer, George reached 
home that night very much disheartened about the whole business.— H. R. Haggard. 

(b) in presence of; with something right before one. P. 

The carrier scarcely knew what to do in the teeth of so urgent a message.— Black- 
more. 

He was not, in most people’s opinion, a very estimable man, but he had the talent 
— ^by no means a despicable one— of maintaining his personal dignity in the teeth of 
the most adverse circumstances.— ilfitrrai/’s Magazine^ 1887. 

Top. — The top of the morning to you! — a morning salutation. C. Now 
old-fashioned, 

‘'You, doctor? Top of the morning to you, sir!” cried Silver, broad awake and 
beaming with good nature in a moment.— R. L. Stevenson. 

To the top of one's hent—iuRj; wholly; to the farthest limit. C. 

They fool me to the top of my bent.— Shakespeare, Hamlet^ act iii., scone 2. 

Accordingly Goldsmith was fooled to the top of his bent. — W. Irving. 

“ If his master were a mere dreamer, in fact, which is not the case, you would say 
that he encouraged him in his hallucinations.” 

“I see; he humours liim, like the prince in the play, to the top of his bent.”— 
James Payn. 

To top one's boom — to hurry off. F. A sea phrase. 

“ Ah, well ! ” he sighed ; “ I suppose that I had bettor top my boom again ? ” 

‘‘Do what?” 

“ I mean I had better leave Madeira,”— H. R. Haggard. 
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A top-scbioyer — a first-rate fellow. S. Of the Wo men who work a 
frame-saw in a saw-pit, the one who stands above is called the top- 
sawyer. 

Well, lie may be a top-sawyer, but I don’t like him.— C. Reaue. 

At the top of the tree — in the foremost place; at the head of one’s pro- 
fession. C. 

“ Indeed, Mrs. Armytage, we have all set our hearts upon being on the very top 
of the MIL” 

“ I don’t know as to that,” was the grim reply, “ but I know who has set her heart 
upon being at the top of the tree.”— J ames Payn. 

He’s had wit enough to get to the top of the tree, and to keep Mmself there. — A. 
Teollope. 

The top 7zoic/4— the highest point. F. 

It is two weeks since they (the locusts) first appeared in that county, and the 
effect of their blighting touch has not yet reached the top notch.— York Berald, 
18SS. 

To fop lip \cith — to finish with. S. 

What’ll you drink, Mr. Gargery, at my expense, to top up with ’—D ickens. 

Torch. — To hand on the torch — to continue the work of enlightenment. 
P. A classical phrase. 

■ Though Italy now (in the sixteenth century) ceases to be the guiding light of Eu- 
rope, her work has been done among the nations, and in their turn Prance, England, 
and Germany hand on the torch, and the warmth and radiance survive still, and are 
reflected in the Italy of our own days.—Qiiarterly JReview, 1S87. 

Toss. — To toss up — to decide in a chance way, as by throwing up a 
coin. C. 

It is a queer picture— that of the old prince dying in his little wood-built capital, 
and his seven sons tossing up who should inherit and transmit the crown of Brent- 
ford (petty crown).— Thackeray. 

Toucll. — Touch and go — said of a critical situation, where a very small 
influence will turn the scale. C. 

“It was touch and go (my escape was a narrow one), doctor, was it?” inquired 
the other with a seriousness as strangely foreign to the phrase as the phrase itself 
was to the speaker’s usual manner of expressing himself.— James Payn. 

In touch with — having a delicate appreciation and intimate knowledge 
of ; in sympathy with. P. 

It would be impossible to discover a more ideally perfect ambassador than is Lord 
Lyons; but the republic is not popular in Paris smart society, and while Lyons 
himself does not go out, the embassy is, like all embassies, in touch with smart 
sooiety.— Fortnightly Eevieiv, 1887. 

Certainly this is inherent in the office and function of the country parson, that he 
is not quite in touch with any one in his parish if he be a really earnest and con- 
scientious psi.Tson.— Nineteenth Century^ 1887. 

To touch '}>ersons of— to bo too clever for them ; to be more than a match 
for them. F. 

“Well done, my good boy,” returned she ; “ I knew you would touch them off.”— 
Goldsmith. 
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To touch it off to the ninea — to act with great cleverness ; to do anything 
perfectly. S. 

If I didn’t touch it off to the nines, it’s a pity. “ I never heard you preach so 
well,” says one, “ since you were located here.”— Halibuuton. 

Tour.~^ tour de force— feat of strength or of skill. P. Prencli. 

“ That is not worthy of a mathematician,” said Mr. Fraser with some irritation ; 
“ it is nothing but a trick, a tour deforce."— R. B. Haggard. 

Tout. — The tout ensemble — the whole taken together. P. Prench. 

“ What a lovely woman this is,” said Mrs. Bellamy, with enthusiasm to Miss Lee, 
so soon as Philip was out of ear-shot. “ Her tout ensemble positively kills one.”— H. 
B. Haggard. 

Tow. — To take m tow — to take charge of. P. 

Doctor Blimber accompanied them ; and Paul had the honour of being taken in 
tow by the doctor himself—a distinguished state of things, in which he looked very 
little and feeble.— Dickens. 

Town. — A man about tomi — a fashionable gentleman ; a man who 
spends his life in city clubs and in pleasure. P. 

“ Why should I give her pure heart to a man about town?” 

“ Because you will break it else,” said Miss Somerset.— 0. Beade. 

Tracks. — To make ty^aeJes — to go off ; to depart quickly. S. 

I’d have made him make tracks, I guess, as quick as a dog does a hog from a 
potato-field,— Haliburton. 

“ I am glad that the old gentleman has made tracks,” said John.— H. B. Haggard. 

Trade. — Two of a trade — two people in the same business or profes- 
sion. C. 

It is proverbial that two of a trade seldom agree. — Edinburgh Review, 1SS6. 

Trail. — To trail off— to move heavily; to lose impetus. C. The ox 
ample given refers to a novel that had been begun with some spirit. 

How was it that, after this, A Eeart of Gold began to trail off ?— B. L. Farjkon. 

Trap. — To understand trap — ^to be knowing or wide-awake. P. 

My good lady understood trap as well as any woman in the Mearns.— Scott. 

Traveller. — To tip the traveller — to deceive ; to fill with false informa- 
tion. S. 

Aha ! dost thou tip me the traveller, my boy ?— Smollett. 

Tread. — To tread the hoards — to he an actor ; to follow the stage as a 
profession. P. 

The theatres occupied a much higher position in society. Kemble and his 
majestic sister, Mrs. Siddons, trod the boards. — James Payn. 

To tread on a man's corns — to annoy or hurt him. 0. 

‘'Only,” he added, “ I’m glad I trod on Master Pew’s corns,” for by this time ho 
had heard my story.— B. L. Stevenson. 
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To tread on another's toes — to annoy or exasperate him. P. 

The old West Indian families are very proud and sensitive, but there is not much 
possibility of their having their toes trodden upon in anything like the way that 
made ]VIr. Fronde’s last book the subject of such an outcry by some of our antipodean 
friends and relations.— 1SS7, 

To tread on eggs — to walk with the utmost care ; to be very circum- 
spect. C. 

“ It’s real mean of him, isn’t it?” says Miss Smiles. “ Why, it might come to her 
husband’s ears any day, and poor Emily will feel as if she was treading on eggs all 
her life.” — Florence Marry at. 

Treasure. — Treasure-trove — treasure hid away and accidentally dis- 
covered. P. 

And so Farmer Garesfoot became the lawful owner of Cratham Abbey with its two 
advowsons, its royal franchises of treasure-trove and deodand, and more than a thou- 
sand acres of the best land in Marlshire.— H. B. Haggard. 

Treat. — To stand treat — to entertain at a public place j to pay the holi- 
day expenses of a party. C. 

They went out to Versailles with their families; loyally stood treat to the ladies at 
the restaurateurs.— Thackkray. 

Tree. — Up a tree — in a fix ; cornered ; unable to do anything. S. 

I’m completely up a tree this time.— H aliburton. 

At the top of the tree. See Top. 

Trice, — In a trice — without delay ; very quickly. C. 

If she gives him proper encouragement, he’ll pay the money in a trice.— M aria 
Edgeworth. 

Trick. — To t7'ich out — to decorate; to dress brilliantly. P. 

It finds itself tricked out in gay garments, and it has money put in its pocket, and 
it is bidden to dance and be merry. — W m. Black. 

Trip. — To trip up — to cause to fall. P. 

Paddy was tripped up.— Beaconsfield. 

To catch a man frijipmg — to discover a man making some error or com- 
mitting some ofience. P. 

Though the police know him, and would give their eyes to catch him triioping, he 
never tumbles into their trap.— Miss Braddon. 

Triton. — A Triton of the minnows^a man who appears big because his 
companions arc so small. P. Triton was a sea-god, the trumpeter of 
Neptune. 

Hear you this Triton of the' minnows ?— Shakespeare. 

Trojan. — Lihe a Trojan — gallantly ; bravely. 0. 

Ho had lain like a Trojan behind his mattress in the gaUory; he had followed 
every order silently, doggedly, and well.— B. L. Stevenson. 
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Trot. — 'To trot out — to sliow for inspection; to exhibit to a com- 
pany. F. 

“ Come, come,” said James, putting' his hand to his nose and winking at his cousin 
with a pair of vinous eyes, “no jokes, old hoy; no trying it on me. You want to 
trot me out, hut it’s no go.”— Thaokebay. 

Truant. — To play truant — to be absent without leave. P. 

“ He’ll be hack on the 15th,” said the knight, “ unless he means to play truant.”— 
A. Trollope. 

True. — True 'blue — thoroughly faithful and trustworthy ; stanch. P. 

Squire Brown, he it said, was a true blue Tory to the backbone.— T. Hughes. 

He had, I suspect, been watching his master, like a true blue British cur.— H. 
Kingsley. 

True a, 9 steel — faithful ; steadfast ; wholly to bo trusted. P, 

Thank Farmer Meadows, for he ’twas that sent Tom to the prison, where he was 
converted, and became as honest a fellow as any in the world, and a friend to your 
George, as true as steel. — C. Eeade. 

Trump. — To hold tnmps — to be lucky; to be sure of victory. F. 
Trumps are the wimiing cards at whist. The word is a form of 
‘‘ triumph.” 

You never hold trumps, you know : I always do.— G eorge Eliot. 

To play one’s trump card — to use one's best chance of success. C. 

He was a man with power in reserve; he had still his trump card to play.— 
Besant. 

To turn up trumps — (a) to prove successful ; to be fortunate. F. 

There are plenty of instances, in the experience of every one, of short courtships 
and speedy marriages which have turned up trumps— I beg your pardon— which have 
turned out well after all.— Wilkie Collins. 

(6) to prove of signal service ; to prove very useful. F. 

When he turned up trumps I let things be.— H. Kingsley. 

To trump up — to fabricate ; to make up with an evil motive. P. 

The girl has gone mad.” 

** Good heavens I you don’t say so ! ” 

“ Yes, I do, though ; and I’ll tell you what it is, Bellamy, they say that you and 
your wife went to Madeira and trumped up a story about her lover’s death in order 
to take the girl in.”— H. R. Haggard. 

Trumpet. — To Uoio one’s own trumpet — to speak boastfully. C. 

After such a victory our old friend the archdeacon would have blown his own 
trumpet loudly among his friends. — A. Trollope. 

Trumpeter. — To he one’s oicn trumpeter — to sound one’s own praises ; 
to speak favourably of one’s own performances. C. 

He hoped I was a good boy, which, being compelled to bo my own trumpeter, I 
very modestly declared I was.— C aptain Marryat. 
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Try. — To try it on — to see how far one may venture with impunity ; to 
test one’s power. C. 

In several other rooms the poor little fellows tried it on.—T. Hughes. 

Well, then, lie is trying it on with Miss Rayne. There is no doubt of that. I 
watched them through the tatZeaw.— F lorence Marryat. 

To try on — to see if clothes fit. P. 

In the conduct of the show-room and the trying-on room she has all her own way. 
— Besant. 

To try one^s hand at — to venture upon for the first time ; to make a be- 
ginning with. C. 

He had on several occasions been induced to try his hand at icaHL—B. Warren. 

To try conclusions — to have a decisive struggle. P. A Shakespearian 
phrase. 

After that ho \vould have to try conclusions with his own people,— Mrs. E. Lynn 
Linton. 

Tuck. — To tnch into — to eat heartily of. S. 

“ I won’t myself,” returned Squeers ; “but if you’U just let little Wackford tuck 
into something fat, I’ll be obliged to you.”— Dickens. 

To tuch U2 ) — to draw tight round one ; to roll up so as not to cli’ag or 
hang. P. 

“ Why,” said Lord Jocelyn, with a shudder, “you will rise at six ; you will go out 
in working-clothes, carrjdng your tools, and with your apron tied round and tucked 
up.”— Besant. 

A t'UclC'Oiit — a feast; an eating of dainties. S. A ‘‘tuck-shop” is a 
confectioner’s. 

Old Dobbin, his father, who now respected him for the first time, gave him two 
guineas publicly, most of which he spent in a general tuck-out for the school.— 
Thackeray. 

Tug. — The Hi(j of war — the hardest part of any undertaking ; the real 
struggle. P. The name is also given to a favourite athletic pastime, 
where two sides pull at the opposite ends of a rope. 

When Greeks joined Greeks then was the tug of war. — N. Lee. 

It was when the ladies were alone that Becky knew the tug of war would come.— 
Thackeray. 

Tune. — To the tune q/-— to the amount of. P. A surprisingly large sum 
of money is generally mentioned after the phrase. 

Then Mr. Titmouse ventured to apply to Mr. O’Gibbet, that gentleman being Mr. 
Titmouse’s debtor to the tune of some five hundred pounds. — S. Warren. 

Turf.— O^i the if?o:/^cngaged in horse-racing. P. 

“ My clear Digby, yoti talk like a racing-man,” said Mrs. Brabazon. “ You should 
remember that wo are not all of us on the turf,”— James Payn. 

Turk. — To turn turh — to grow ill-tempered and arrogant. P. 

Emma’s having turned turk, startled my father.— II. Kin<}SLEY. 
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Turn. — To Umi in — to retire for the night, 

“ 'Well, rU turn in ; I’m pretty tired," said Larry, rising and laying his hand on the 
old man’s shoulder .— the Year Bound, 1887. 

To turn off — to dismiss. P. 

“ Then why don’t you turn her off ? ” 

“ Who’d take such a useless old hag if I turned her off C. Eeade. 

To turn out — {a) to prove in the sequel ; to result. P. 

£37,000 was private capital sunk in the land without any prospect of seeing the 
capital again, and, as things have turned out, without even getting the interest.— 
Spectator, 1887. 

The tidings turned out to be correct.— Dickens. 

(Z>) to eject ; to evict. P. 

To turn out in the cold — to repulse ; to reject ; to remove from a pleasant 
situation. C. 

It was a warm evening, as his father had observed ; but in one sense he had been 
turned out in the cold, and he felt it bitterly.— James Payn. 

To turn up — to show oneself ; to appear ; to happen unexpectedly. C. 

“ Perhaps my sister will turn up." 

“ How can she, if the roads are impassable?"— J3Zac7c?rt)od’s Marjazine, 1880. 

He had come over to England to be an apothecary, or anything else that might 
turn up.— Dickens. 

He’s turned up, by Jove, a trump (nice fellow) all of a sudden.— S. Warren. 

And nobody ever turned up that was able, in any way, to understand her.— Black- 
more. 

But something might turn up ; and it was devoutly to be hoped that Dr. Tempest 
would take a long time over the inquiry. — A. Trollope. 

To turn up 07 ie’s iiose at — to show contempt for. C. 

When first Chaldicotes, a very old country-seat, had by the chances of war fallen 
into their hands, and been newly furnished, and newly decorated, and newly 
gardened, and newly green-housed, and hotwatered by them, many of the county 
people had turned up their noses at them.— A, Trollope. 

To tahe turns. See Take. 

By turns — alternately ; one after another. P. 

They feel by turns the bitter change 

Of fierce extremes ; extremes by change more fierce.— M ilton. 

To turn one^s coat — to be a renegade ; to join the party one has opposed. C. 

I never turned my coat, as some fine gentlemen who have never been to Constanti- 
nople have done. I never changed my principles.— G. A. Sala. 

The celebrated Sir John Urie, a soldier of fortune like Dalgetty, who had already 
changed sides twice already during the Civil War, and was destined to turn his coat 
a third time before it was ended.— Scott. 

To turn one'^s hach on — to refuse to acknowledge ; to repulse. C. 

He could not consent to turn his back upon helijless travellers.— W. Irving. 
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To turn a deaf ear — to refuse to listen. P, 

The Eussian government, in the last few years, made repeated applications to the 
governments of France and England for protection against Nihilist conspirators who 
made Paris or London their residence ; but the English government has turned a 
deaf ear to the requests made for legislation. — Fortnightly Revieio, 1SS7. 

To turn one's hand to — to be ready to work at. C. 

I can turn my hand to anything. ~W. Iuving. 

To turn the head of— to intoxicate ; to destroy the moral balance of. P. 

The youth’s head is turned with reading romances. — S cott. 

He was but a stripling of sixteen, and being thus suddenly mounted on horseback, 
with money in his pocket, it is no wonder that his head was turned.— W. Irving. 

“ If you only know how much we — I mean I — made last week.” 

“ Please do not tell me that. You might turn my head.” — B esant. 

To turn in one's grave. A phrase used with reference to dead people, 
when something happens which would have annoyed them exceedingly 
when alive. P. 

0 William Slagg, you must have turned in your grave.— Hugh Conway. 

To turn the corner — to pass a critical pomt ; to change for the 
better. C. 

For the present this young man (although ho certainly had turned the corner) lay 
still in a very precarious state. — Blackmore. 

To turn over — to transfer. P. 

’Tis wen the debt no payment does demand, 

You turn me over to another hand. — D ry den. 

To turn on one's heel — to go off with a gesture of contempt. P. 

A very dry recognition on Miss Anna Maria’s part replied to the effort I made to 
salute her, and, as she turned on her heel, she said to her brother, “ Breakfast’s 
ready,” and left the room.— C. Lever. 

To turn over a new leaf— to commence a new course of life; to im- 
prove in conduct. P. 

Then, in a private postscript, he condescended to tell us that all would be speedily 
settled to his satisfaction, and we should turn over a new leaf. — M aria Edge- 

WORTU. 

To turn one round one's little finger — to manage with case. C. 

But ho turns you and me round his little finger, old boy— there’s no mistake 
about that.” And East nodded at Tom sagaciously.— T. IIuanEs. 

To tum~ a penny — to earn money. C. 

1 attend sales, and never lose a chance of turning a penny. — C. EeadE; 

To turn the tables. >See Table. 

To turn tail — to go off ; to turn back. P. 

Tliat night two supers turned tail. An actress also, who.ge name T have forgotten, 
refused to go on with her.— C. Beade. 
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To turn to account — to make good use of ; to profit from. P. 

It is possible that he would, turn them to good account. — T hackeu.'^.y. 

The Americans are a time and money saving people, but have not yet, as a nation, 
learned that music may be turned to account. — H. Dana, jun. 

To do a good turn — to be of service. P. 

Indeed, I tried, at Angela’s suggestion, to do you a good turn with Philip Cares- 
foot.— H. R. Haggaed. 

To do a had or an ill turn — to injure. P. 

Go to Crawley. Use my name. He won’t refuse my friend, for I could do him 
an ill turn if I chose.— C. Reade. 

He is a wicked fellow, Bessie, and a dangerous fellow; but he has more brains and 
more power about him than any man in the Transvaal, and you will have to bo care- 
ful, or he will do us all a bad turn.— H. R. Hagqaed. 

To turn the stomach — to cause sickness or loathing. P. 

The stomach turns against them.— H azlitt. 

To turn upon — ^to prove unfaithful to ; to desert. P. 

But he (George IV.) turned upon twenty friends. He was fond and familiar with 
them one day, and he passed them on the next without recognition.— T hackeeay. 

Turned. — Turned out o/— educated at. C. 

Indeed, he knew that the arguments of those who hold the doctrine of predestina- 
tion, and its correlative reprobation, are logically unanswerable by the best theo- 
logian ever turned out of Oxford.— H ugh Conway. 

Turtle, — To turn the turtle — to capsize. S. 

Yes, Mr. Keene ; but turning the turtle is not making a quick passago— except to 
the other world.— Captain Maeeyat. 

Tweedle. — Tioeedledum and tioeedledee — two things which diflcr very 
slightly, and are very insignificant at best. C. 

Some say, compared to Bononcini, 

That Mynheer Handel’s but a ninny ; 

Others aver that he to Handel 
Is scarcely fit to hold a candle. 

Strange all this difference should be 

’Twixt Tweedledum and Tweedledee.— J ohn BYEo:\r. 

Although Swift could not see the difference between tweedledee and tweedle- 
dum, posterity has not shared the dean’s contempt for Handel ; the world has dis- 
covered a difference between tweedledee and tweedledum, and given a hearty 
applause and admiration to Hogarth, too, but not exactly as a painter of Scriptural 
subjects, or as a rival of Correggio. — TnACKEiniY. 

I’m afraid there won’t be time to instruct my ignorance of the difference between 
tweedledum and tweedledee before the end of November.—- "W. E. Noitui.s, in Good 
Words, 1HS7, 

Twenty.— and twenty — many; iiuiunieral>]e. C. Twenty and 
twenty times = once and again. 

I have hinted it to you twenty and twenty tiincvS by word of mniith — H, RicHAitu- 

SON. 
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Twig. — To twig apermn — to comprehend him ; to understand his mean- 
ing ; to know what his intention is. S. 

“ Sta7,” cried he ; “ if he is an old hand he will twig the officer. *’-—0. Ebajde. 

I twig you now, my boy, Sam Slick, the clockmaker. — Halibuhton. 

Two. — In two twos — immediately ; without any delay. F. 

“Do they, indeed?*' says I; “send them to me, then, and I’ll fit the handle on 
to them in two twos.”~HALiBunTON. 

To put or lay two and tiuo together — to reason logically ; to draw a logical 
conclusion. C. 

The young fellows in Dublin, too, by laying two and two together, began to per- 
ceive that there was a certain dragon in watch for the wealthy heiress.—THACKERAV. 

With one thing and another now I am so knocked about that I cannot put two 
and two together. — B laokmore. 

Gwendolen was a woman who could put two and two together.—GEOROE Eliot. 

To have tioo strings to one^s how — to have two things to rely upon; to 
liave a second resource to fall hack upon. C. 

ITow I must go and write a line or two for the public, and then inspect the asylum 
with Suaby. Before post-time I will write a letter to a friend of mine who is a Com- 
missioner of Lunacy, one of those strong-minded ones. We may as well have two 
strings to our bow.— C. Reade. 

You have now, as you see, what it is always well to have— two strings to your bow. 
—James Pavn. 

The American heiress is both powerful and wealthy, and Hester Beverley knows well 
the advantage in this world of having two strings to your bow.— Florence Marrvat. 

To male two bites of a cherry — to divide something so small as not to 
ho worth a division. P. 

If I was in your place, I wouldn’t make two bites of a cherry.— C. Reade. 

Two can play at that game — another person can retaliate in the same 
way. C. 

“ Woman, what do you mean cries the visitor, rising to her feet. 

“Now, don’t you call me any names, or you will find that two can play at that 
game.”— F lorence Marryat. 

Mr, Bassett had invoked brute force in the shape of Burdock. “Well, sir,” said 
he, “ it seems they have shown you two can play at that game,” — C, Reape. 

Two upon ten — two eyes on ten fingers — that is, ‘ * keep a watch on his 
movements or lie may steal.” S. This watchword is often passed 
round a sliop when a suspicious character lias entered it. 

Twopence. — To want twopence in the shilling — to be weak in the brain; 
to be crazy. F. The head is called sarcastically a man’s ‘ ‘ tw’o- 
penny as in the game of leap-frog, where the boy stooping down is 
told to “ tuck in his twopenny.” 

Twopenny. — Twopenny-halfpenny — of small value; insignificant. F. 

The next day we took a prize called the Gulden Sun, belonging to a creek on the 
main, a twopenny-halfpenny little thing, thirty-live tons.— G. A. Sala. 

Those twopenny-halfpenny lights which make so good an effect in the garden.— 
Mrs. E. Lynn Linton. 
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Ugly. — A?i ugly diicliing — something which is despised for its want of 
beauty, but which afterwards wins admiration. C- In the fable from 
which the phrase is taken the ugly duckling proved to be a swan. 

“ Well,” said Campion, “you see I was one of the ducklings myself.” 

“ Oil, ah, so you were,” said Babcock, perfectly unabashed, “but we’ll hope you’ll 
turn out more in the ugly duckling line.”— P. Anstey. 

And then we all get into our carriages, with the “ugly duckling,” transformed 
within the last quarter of an hour into a swan, leading the way.— Rhoda Broughton. 

A n ugly customer — an unpleasant individual to deal with ; a person to 
be afraid of. F. 

Some of these good-looking young gentlemen are ugly customers enough when 
their blood is up, and Cousin Charlie, like the rest, had quite as much “devil” in 
his composition as was good for him.— G. J. Whyte-Melville. 

As ugly as sin — repulsive in appearance. F. 

Why, she is as ugly as sin ! Though she is my friend, I must acknowledge that.— 
Maria Edgeworth. 

Uncle. — illy uncle’s — the pawnbroker’s. S. 

“ If you won’t lend me, I must starve.” 

“ Go to my uncle’s,” Titmouse groaned aloud. — S. Warren. 

Uncle Sam — the people or government of the United States. F. 

’’‘We call,” said the clockmaker, “the American public Uncle Sam, as you call 
the British John Bull.” — Hali burton. 

She was called the Catalina, and, like the vessels in that trade, except i\\Q Ayacucho, 
her papers and colours were from Uncle Sam.— R. H. Dana, jun. 

Unction. — To lay a flattering unction to the soul — to soothe oneself 
with a pleasant fancy. P. A Shakespearian phrase [Hamlet, act iii., 
scene 4). 

And he had answered her, that she sent him straight to the devil ; that when she 
heard in after times that vaurien, George Ruthven, had shot himself, or gone to 
the dogs, she might lay the flattering unction to her soul that she had sent him 
there. — Florence Marryat. 

Union. — The Union Jack — the flag of the United King<Iom of Groat 
Britain and Ireland. P. 

The weighted corpse, wrapped round with a Union Jack, was borne along by the 
sailors to the stern of the ship.— War. Black. 

Up , — All up — certain destruction; a hopeless condition of affairs. C. 

John realized that it was all up, and that to stop in the cart would only mean 
certain death.— H. R. Haggard. 

Pippin was as white as death, and I thought it was all up myself.— C. Readk. 

’Tis all up with the villains.— S. Warren. 
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Up and about — no longer in bed ; dressed and moving about. C. 

It Wcas then a little after five, and there was already a stir, an occasional footfall 
along the principal streets. By the time he got to the Whitechapel Eoad there were 
a good many up and about. — Besant. 

Up in arms — enraged ; ready to quarrel. C. 

The squire would have been up in arms, no doubt, if he had known it. — Mus. 
Henry Wood. 

Up a tree — in a dilemma ; thoroughly perplexed. S. 

“ Worse than that,” replied Jacques, looking very grave; “ I’m in a regular fix — 
up a tree, by Jove.” — G. J. WHYTE-MELvrLLE. 

U20S and doiuns — prosperity and adversity ; successive rises and falls. P. 

The ups and downs of the rival parties furnished subjects for two excellent cax- 
toons.— Fortnightly Bevieio, 1S87. 

Up to a thing or two — knowing ; skilful. P. 

As King Solomon says, — and that man was up to a thing or two, you may depend, 
though our professor did say he wasn’t so knowing as Uncle Sam, — it’s all vanity and 
vexation of spirit. — Haliburton. 

to something — about to carry out a scheme. C. 

Old Jacobson was as curious as anything over it, and asked the squire, aside, what 
he was up to, that he must employ Crow instead of his own man.— Mrs. Henry Wood. 

Up to the eyes — completely; to its full extent. C. 

Splatchett’s farm is mortgaged up to the eyes.— C. Ebade. 

Up to the marlz — in excellent condition or health; not below the aver- 
age. C. Generally used negatively. 

“Come, Balfour,” said Mr. Bolitho brightly, “have a glass of sherry and a cigar. 
You don’t look quite up to the mark this morning.”— Wm. Black. 

Upper, — The upper hand — the control; power of governing. P. 

Finally, the reports were that the governess had come round everybody, wrote Sir 
Pitt’s letters, did his business, managed his accounts— had the upper hand of the 
whole house. — Thackeray. 

The upper ten or upper fen thousand — the highest circle of society. P. 

Next comes “The History of a Crime” (pace^ Victor Hugo), of the high-falutin’ 
order, intended, we suppose, to give one a glimpse of the iniquities of the upper ten. 
— Eclinhurgh Reviem, 1SH7, 

The upper story — the head or brain. P. 

You see, the point wo should gain would be this,— if we tried to get him through 
as being a little touched in the upper story, — whatever we could do for- him, we 
could do against his ovm will. — A. Trollope. 

Upset. — An upset price — the price at which an article at an auction is 
started by the auctioneer. P. 

The upset price was one pound an acre, payable at once.— H. Kinosley. 

Upsides. — Upsides u'iih [a person) — on an equal footing with. P. 

I am upsides with ray neighbour now, since my new trap has arrived. 

23 
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VadS . — A vade mecum — a useful book of reference that can be carried 
about ; a constant companion. C. Latin : “Go with me. ” 

The fact is, I can’t say I’m versed in the school 
So ably conducted by Marryat and Poole ; 

(See the last-mentioned gentleman’s “ Admiral’s Daughter,” 

The grand vade mecum for all who to sea come).— Barham. 

All these things will be specified in time, 

With strict regard to Aristotle’s rules, 

The vade mecum of the true sublime, 

Which makes so many poets and some fools. — B ybok 

V38. — Foe victis ! — woe to the vanquished ! P. Latin. 

Vce victis being of old the only regret exjDressed towards those against whom the 
fortune of war had turned.— C?7iambers’s Journal^ 1S87. 

Valet. — Valet de chamhre — bedroom servant; personal attendant. P. 
French. 

We are not the historic Muse, but her ladyship’s attendant, tale-bearer — valet de 
chambre— tor whom no man is a hero. — T hackeray. 

Veil. — To take the veil — to become a nun. P. 

He had, as he said, taken orders as a nun takes the veil, to get rid of the wicked 
world.— R. Garnett,' in Life of Carlyle. 

Beyond the veil — in the other world; in the regions of the dead. P. 

The tale was finished in London on the 3rd of November 1S44, and early in De- 
cember read by him from the proofs ready for publication at Forster’s rooms to a 
little party of friends, including Maclise and Stanfield, Dyce, Laman Blanchard, 
Douglas Jerrold, and Thomas Carlyle. Reader and hearers are beyond the veil; 
there is not one left to us now. — H enry Morley. 

To draw a veil over — to conceal. P. 

There may be whole pages, close- written and full of stirring matter, which I have 
chosen to conceal ; there may be occurrences which it is best, at this time, to draw 
a veil over. — G. A. Sala. 

Vengeance. — With a vengeaiice — extremely ; forcibly ; unmistakably. C. 

He could be logical with a vengeance— so logical as to cause infinite trouble to his 
wife, who, with all her good sense, was not logical.— A. Trolloph. 

The Hispaniola reached Bristol just as Mr. Blandly was beginning to think of 
fitting out her consort. Five men only of those who had sailed returned with her. 
Drink and the devil had done for the rest, with a vengeance.— R L. Stevenson. 

Ventre. — Ventre d terre> — at the greatest speed. 0. French. Liter- 
ally, “with the belly on the earth.” 

We ride at .speed, we didve at speed are married, divorced, robbed, ruined, and 

enriched, all ventre d terreJ—Q. J. WnYTE-MEEvriiUK. 

Verbum. — Verbum Ha2'). — a word is enough, A contraction of the Latin 
phrase ve7'hum sat sajhenti^ “ a word is enough for a wise man.” 0. 

I say no more. Verbum sap.— W ilkie Collins. 
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Via.- Via media — a middle path; a course between two opposite ex- 
tremes. P. Latin. 

It must be unconditional surrender, or the last attempt at conciliation. There 
was no via media . — Mbs. E. Lynn Linton, 

Vial. — To pour out the vials of one's wrath — to give vent to one’s anger ; 
to express one’s indignation, P. 

She pours out the vials of her mental wrath on the head of Mrs. West for encourag-- 
ing Staunton to come to Norman House.— 'EnoBENCE Marryat. 

Vice. — Vice versd — making an interchange of positions; placing two 
things each in the place of the other. P. Latin. Literally, “the 
terms being exchanged.” 

They never laugh when they ought to weep, or ^nce versd (weep when they ought 
to laugh).--JAMES Payn. 

Victory. — A Cadmean victory — a victory in which the victors suffer as 
much as their enemies. P. 

Vin.- Vin ordinaire — ordinary red wine, such as is supx:>liecl free of 
charge at meals in a French hotel. P. French. 

I suppose those toadies of lus have supplied him with a vin ordinaire at a hundred 
and twenty shillings a dozen.— W>r. Black. 

Virgin. — Virf/insoil — what is fresh and unused. P. 

I am convinced that comic opera, or rather operatic comedy, has an immense 
future before it in this country. One may almost call it virgin soil.— 6?ood Words, 
1S87. 

Virtue. — To make a mine of necessity — to do willingly what cannot 
be avoided ; to submit with a good grace to what is inevitable. P. 

Making a virtue of necessity, there are many in England who begin no longer to 
regard Constantinople as a British interest of the first magnitude.— 
viexo, 1S87. 

Viva. — Vivd ?w<? — using the voice and not the pen as the medium of 
communication, P. Latin. The literal signification is “with the 
living voice.” 

Dr. Johnson seems to have been really more powerful in discoursing vivd voce in 
conversation than with his pen in his hand.— S. T. Coleridge. 

The sole examination is viiyd voce and public, but, I was assured, of not the least 
importance.— Jo itmai of Bdxication, 2887. 

Voice. — At the top of one's voire — loudly; in a high voice. P. 

Volte- Volte face—a complete change of position; a reversal of con- 
duct or policy. P. French. 

Nothing in the last two years had happened to justify the conference in executing 
a volte face.— Joxirnal of Bdxication, 1887. 
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Volumes. — To speah volumes — to be important testimony ; to be very 
significant. P, 

Bella, yon know it is the same woman. You recognized her in a moment. That 
speaks volumes.— C. Eeade, 

The epithet so often heard, and in such kindly tones, of ‘"Poor Goldsmith,” 
speaks volumes.— W. Ihving. 


W 

Wait. — To wait upon — (a) to pay a formal visit to. P. 

The countess had actually come to wait upon Mrs. Crawley on the failure of her 
second envoy.— Thackeray. 

(&) to attend to the wants of a person. P. 

She had been so long used to be humoured and waited upon, by relations and ser- 
vants, that she considered herself a sort of golden idol. — Maria Edgeworth. 

To loait for another's shoes. See Shoe. 

Walk — To walk the plank — a punishment frequently imposed by 
pirates on their captives. P. The unfortunate victims were made to 
walk along a plank partly overhanging the water. After a few stops 
the plank tilted, and they were shot into the sea. 

It is also to be deplored that pirates should be able to exact raasom by threaten- 
ing to make their captives walk the plank. — Macaulay. 

I had to take it, or walk the plank. — C. Beade. 

To walk oneJs chalks — to go off. S. 

The prisoner has cut his stick, and walked his chalks, and is off to London.— C. 
Kingsley. 

A walk over the course, or a walk over — an easy victory ; a victory gained 
without any real cpmpetition. C. 

I'd ivalk the chalk line — to be particular in one’s conduct. S. 

Make him walk the chalk line. 

To walk the hospital — to prosecute medical studies with the view of be- 
coming a physician. C. Before medical colleger were introduced 
into England, students attached themselves to one or other of the 
London hospitals. 

Lor’, no ; it’s quite a stranger ; a young man that’s just been walking the ’orspital ; 
but they say he’s very clever.— Miss Braddon. 

To walk into a person — to scold him j to rate him soundly. S. 

To walk into food — to cat heartily of it. R. 
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Wall , — To go to the loall — to fail ; to be unsuccessful. P. 

Quacks prosper as often as the^ go to the wall. — T hackeray. 

He grows rich as the village grows poor ; and so the Moslem goes to the wall.— 
St James's Gazette, 1SS7. 

Charles’s hopes had to go to the wall.— M rs. Henry Wood. 

The finger or handwriting on the wall — the announcement of a coining 
disaster. P. See Handwriting. 

This inexplicable incident, this reversal of my previous experience, seemed, like 
the Babylonian finger on the wall, to be spelling out the letters of my judgment, — 
R. L. Stevenson. 

Wall - flower. — A ivall -Jtoioer — a lady who at a dance finds no 
partners. 0. 
never dance.” 

Wha^i ! arc you never tired playing the wall-flower? Do not German waltzes in- 
spire you ? ’’—Miss Braddon. 

Wallaby . — To go on the Wallahy trach — to go up coimtry in search of 
work. S. An Australian term. 

War. — War to the hiife — a bitter and deadly struggle, P. 

^V'hich war old Lady Lufton, good and pious and charitable as she was, considered 
that she was bound to keep up, even to the knife, till Dr. Proudie and all his satel- 
lites should have been banished into outer darkness. — A. Trollope. 

To 'pnt oh the war-paint — to dress oneself uj) in a conspicuous fashion ; 
to wear one’s finest clothes. F. 

“ Have you seen the hero of the evening ? ” 

“Who? Do you mean the Portuguese governor in his war-paint ? ”—H. R. 
Uaooard. 

Warming. — A warming-pan — a person wdio holds a post until a minor 
is ready to occupy it. P. 

Wo used to call him in my parliamentary days AV. P. Adams, in consequence of 
his being warming-pan for a young fellow who was in his minority.— Dickens. 

Warrant. — A warrant officer — a petty otficer in the navy, as dis- 
tinguished from a “ commissioned officer.” P. 

What is surprising is to find myself a warrant oflicer.— C aptain Marryat. 

Wash. — To wash one's hands o/— to refuse to have anything more to do 
with. P. 

To look at me, you would hardly think “Poor Thady ” was the father of Attorney 
Quirk. He is a high gentleman, and never minds what poor Thady says, and having 
better than fifteen hundred a year, landed estate, looks down upon honest Thady ; 
but I wa.sh my hands of his doings, and as I have lived so will I die, true and loyal 
to this family.— Maria Eu<JEwt»HTH, 

“And I tliink ho said it was a cruel business — nay, I’m sure he did ; and that, as 
for him, ho washed his hands on’t” (of it). Aubrey seemed confounded.— S. 
Warren. 
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To iccbuli one's dirty linen in public — to speak in public of unpleasant 
private affairs ; to discuss unpleasant private matters before strangers. 
P. 

“ I have been so pressed, since my marriage,” he said, “ that it has been impossible 
for me to keep things straight.” 

‘‘But Lady Alexandrina— ” 

“Yes, of course, I know. I do not like to trouble you with my affairs— there is 
nothing, I think, so bad as washing one’s dirty linen in public ; but the truth is, 
that I am only now free from the rapacity of the De Courcys.”— A. Trollope. 

Washed out — pale and bloodless in appearance. C. 

She noticed that the young man who sat beside him looked rather pale and washed 
out,— Hugh Cokway. 

Wasp. — A ivasps' nest — a place where there are plenty of enemies ; a 
place where one is unwelcome. P. 

It was into a wasps’ nest that the imprudent Louise thrust hQx&Qll.— Illustrated 
London Nexus, 18S7. 

Watch. — Watch and ivatch — taking alternate watches. 0. 

We will fight the schooner watch and watch till daylight.—CAPTAiN Marryat. 

Water. — To throw cold water on an enterp}rise — to discourage its pro- 
motion ; to speak slightingly of it. P. 

It was to be hoped Mr, Godfrey would not go to Tarley and throw cold \vater on 
what Mr. Snell said there.— George Eliot. 

Colman threw cold water on the undertaking from the very beginning.— W. Bl.vck, 

Among them was Aurelia Tucker, the scoffer and thrower of cold water.— Besant. 

In deep water — in difficulties j puzzled how to act. C. 

Once he had been very nearly in deep water because Mrs. Proudie had taken it in 
dudgeon that a certain young rector, who had been left a widower, had a very pretty 
governess for his children.— A. Trollope 

Of the first water — of the highest type ; very excellent. C, A term 
originally applied to precious stones. 

One comfort, folk are beginning to take an interest in us. I see nobs of the first 
water looking with a fatherly eye into our affairs.— C. Beaue. 

To hold water — to be tenable ; to be supported by facts. P. 

That won’t hold water. It does not commend itself to reason.— B. L. Stevkn.son. 

Tales had gone about respecting her. Nothing very tangible, and perhaps they 
would not have held water.— Mrs. Henry Wood. 

He was secretly conscious that the theory of the evergreen tree would not hold 
water. — James Payn. 

To make the mouth icafer — to be excessively alluring ; to cause desire 
and longing. P. 

I could tell you things that w'ould make your mouth water about the profits that 
are earned in the musical branch of our own trade.— GoorJ froreZs, 

To he in hot water — to be in trouble or difficulties ; to have people angr> 
with one. C. 

Tom was in everlasting hot water as the most incorrigible scapegrace for ten miles 
round -T Hughes. 
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To water ntodi — to give away a proportion of the shares in a company 
at a large discount or gratis. C. 

But there’s no use crying over spilt milk, or watered stock either. 

To hack water — to reverse the forward motion of a boat in rowing; 
to row backwards. P. 

The captain gave orders to back water, and none too soon, for we just avoided a 
collision. ~E. H. Dana.. 

The water-works or the water-pwnps — the shedding of tears. F. 

^‘Oh, Miss B , I never thought to have seen this day;” and the water-works 

began to play,— T hackee-ay. 

“Thank you, Dobbin,” he said, rubbing his eyes with his knuckles, “I was just- 
just telling her I would. And, 0 sir, she’s so kind to me.” The water-pumps were 
at work again (he again commenced to shed tears). — Thackebay. 

Wax. — To wax fat and kick — to become unruly and hard to manage 
through too great prosperity. P. A Biblical phrase (Deut. xxxii. 15). 

During the prosperous period when our revenue was advancing by leaps and 
bounds, it is to be apprehended that waiters as weU as sailors waxed fat and kicked. 
—Blackwood/ s Magazine, X8S6, 

1)1 d wax — angry. S. 

AVhen she’s in a wax there’s nowhere a finer stringer of big ones (lies).— Besant. 

“You needn’t get into a wax over it, old chap,” said my father.— H. Kingsley. 

Way . — In a way — {a) somewhat ; in a certain sense. C. 

The people of the boarding-house continued to amuse him, partly because they 
were in a way afraid of him. —Besant. 

{h) agitated ; much concerned. F. 

The poor father is in a way about his son’s misbehaviour. 

Once in a way — rarely ; occasionally. C. 

Once in a way a man might take too much. — B laokmobe, 

In a fair way o/— likely to ; with every likelihood of. C. 

Rothsay had come back to England in a fair way, for the first time in his life, of 
making money.— Wilkie Collins. 

In a (jood way — prosperous ; prosperously. C. 

Tie quitted the militia and engaged in trade, having brothers already established 
in a good way in London.— M abia Edgewobth, 

To make one^s way — to be prosperous ; to rise. P. 

Tie (Disraeli) is determined to make his way . — Edinburgh Iteview, 1SS6. 

To -make waij—to step iiside so as to leave a passage ; to give place. P. 

Make way there for the princess.— Shakespeabe. 

Every one sliifting, and shuffling, and staring, and assisting in that curious and 
confusing ceremony called making way.— Beaconseieli). 
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To go the way of all fiesh — to die. P. 

His former retainer, PMl Judd, had gone the way of all ^e&h.—Murrajfs Mo go. 
zine, 1887. 

They nodded to each other by way of breaking the ice of nnacquaintance, and the 
first stranger handed his neighboiir the family mug~a huge vessel of brown ware, 
having its upper edge worn away like a threshold by the rut of whole generations of 
thirsty lips that had gone the way of all flesh.— Thomas Habdy. 

I7i the way — proving an obstacle ; causing an obstruction ; not wanted ; 
not welcome. P. Compare “ in the road.” 

You may be (you are) a charming person, but just now you are a little in the way. 
They resent your presence. — James Payn, 

It may seem strange that I felt in the way in their company. — Mistletoe Doughy 
1885. 

Out of the way — strange ; eccentric. P. 

In her drama, which was so effective on the stage, Djek did nothing out of the 
way.— C. Peade. 

Under way — in motion. P. 

Arthur was perfectly charmed with everything he saw, and so was Agatha Terry, 
until they got under way, when she discovered that a mail steamer was a joke 
compared with the yacht in the matter of motion.— H. E. Hag gaud. 

To he hy way of being — to be able to be classed as ; to come into the 
category of. C. 

Phipps was by way of being something of a musician.— C?ood Words, 1887. 

By the loay. A phrase used with remarks made incidentally, and not 
belonging to the main subject. P. 

With this, and showing the tricks of that dog, whom I stole from the sergeant of a 
marching regiment (and, by the way, he can steal too upon occasion), I make shift to 
pick up a livelihood.— H. Mackenzie. 

To give way — (a) to yield ; to submit. P. 

I have never seen the bridegroom’s male friends give way to tears.— T uacke hay. 

(&) to break clown ; to lose control of oneself. 0. 

“I see how it is,” said poor Noggs, drawing from his pocket what seemed to bo an 
old duster and wiping Kate’s eyes with it as gently as if she were an infant; ‘ You’re 
giving way now.”— Dickens. 

To go a very little way with — to have small influence upon. 0. 

Her well-meant apology for her father went, indeed, but a very little way with her 
companion. — Jasies Pavn. 

Ways and means — necessary funds and the manner of procuring 
them. P. 

This passionless character is illustrated by Lewis’s position in the (labinut as 
Chancellor of the Exchequer during the height of the Crimean War and to its close, 
and he was therefore responsible for finding the ways and means for carrying it cm.— 
Westminster Kevicto, 1887. 

When money has to be raised, the House of Commons resolves itself into Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means. 
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Weak. — JVea/c as a cat — very feeble. F, Always of physical weak- 
ness. 

J ohn looked round, and for the first time a sense of hope began to creep into his 
heart. Perhaps they would survive after all. 

“ Let’s go up and see. It is no good stopping here ; we must get food somewhere. 
I feel as weak as a cat.”— H. E,. Haggard. 

As weah as water — very feeble. P. Used both of moral and of phy- 
sical weakness. 

Sir, I am only just getting well of a fever, and I am as weak as water. — C. Eeadb. 

Away from you I am weak as water, excepting where she is concerned. — P lorence 
Marryat. 

Wear. — Wear and tear — damage resulting from constant use and from 
occasional accidents. P. 

The increasing wear and tear of life, reducing leisure and making brevity in letter- 
writing a primary consideration, supplies a third reason. — Macmillan's Magazine, 
1887. 

The castle walls have stood the wear and tear of centoxios.—Bdinburgh Review, 
1SS7. 

To wear on — to pass slowly (of time). P. 

After the Bellamys’ departure, the time wore on at Madeira without bringing 
about any appreciable change in the situation.— H. E. Haggard. 

To wear one’s heaj't nimi one’s sleeve for daws to CLt — to expose one’s 

private feelings to unfeeling criticism. P. A Shakespearian phrase. 
See He.vrt and Sleeve. 

She is, in fact, a fair specimen of an English maiden— upright, fearless, and whole- 
some-looking. What more may be in her, her intimate friends alone know, for she 
is not a woman to wear her heart upon her sleeve for daws to peck at.—PLORENCE 
Marryat. 

Weather. — The weather eye — the eye of a keen observer. F. A sea 
phrase. 

Job returned in a great state of nervousness, and kept his weather eye fixed upon 
every woman who came near him. — H. E. Haggard. 

But you keep your weather eye open, Jim. — E. L. Stevenson, 

Wedge.— 2^/ie thin end or ed<je of the ^Gedr/6— the first small beginning, 
which may lead to what is serious and important. P, 

How or when ho (Thackeray) made his very first attempt in London, I have not 
learned ; but he had not probably spent liis money without forming “ press ” acquaint- 
ances, and had thus formed an aperture for the thin end of the wedge. — A. Trollope. 

It was the thin edge of the wedge, in good truth, and the driving home had to 
come.— Mrs. B. Lynn Linton. 

In tliis way the thin edge of the wedge has been inserted for French influence at 
the back of Marocco.-— Grant Allen, in Contemporary Rcvlm, 1888. 

Weeping. — To hy Weepiny Gross — to regret deeply some uiulcr- 

takiiig ; to l>c in a state of lamentation. F. 

The lawyers* harvest-term is o’er, 

Which to their purses brought good store ; 

But many clients, to their loss, 

Do return home by Weeping Cross,— Poor Robin, 1755. 
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Weigh. — Under ■weigh — m motion. P. 

We were soon under weigh again. — C. Lever. 

Well. — Well, I never ! — an exclamation of surprise. F. 

This almost caused Jemima to faint with terror. “Well, I never!” said she. 
“ What an audacious — ” Emotion prevented her from completing either sentence. — 

THACKERA.Y. 

“ Well, I never I ” said the old man. “My stay-at-home Jess wanting to go away, 
and without Bessie, too ! What is the matter with you ?”— H. K. Haggard. 

Well'to~do — in comfortable circumstances. P. 

Moreover, she had a distillery of rum and arrack in Kingston itself, and everybody 
agreed that she must be very well-to-do in the world.— G. A. Sala. 

Well and good. A common consequent in a conditional sentence, 
signifying that the result is satisfactory. C. 

If it come up a prize, well and good; and if it come up a blank, why, well and 
good too.— Maria Edgeworth. 

Truth lies at the hottom of a well. A saying which refers to the difficulty 
of finding out the truth. C, 

In his simple opinion the depth of the well, at the bottom of which truth is hid, 
was nothing to the unfathomableness of his designs.— J. ]Maclare>? CoBB.t\js'. 

Wet. — To xvet one^s whistle — to take a drink of liquor. F. 

“Musselboro, reach me down the decanter and some glasses. Perhaps Mr. 
Crosbie will wet his whistle.” 

“ He don’t want any wine— nor you either,” said Musselboro.— A. Trollope. 

But if you’ll believe me, sir, they don’t so much as wet their whistles.— A. Trollope. 

Whack. — To take one’s whaeJe— to drink liquor. S. 

Dinner parties, where the guests drank grossly, and even the school-boy took his 

.. whack, like licorice-water,— R. L. Stevenson. 

What.-/ tell you what. This phrase calls the attention of the listener 
to some important statement. C. 

I know something about that place (the House of Commons), I think ; and I tell 
you what besides, that if there had not been this interruption, Mr. Disraeli might 
have made a failure.— Sheil. 

What not — various things difficult to mention severally. C. 

In these rooms in "Wine Office Court, and at the suggestion or entreaty of Hew- 
bery, Goldsmith produced a good deal of miscellaneous writing— pamphlets, tracts, 
compilations, and what not, of a more or less marketable kind. — W m, Black. 

To know tohat’s what — to be intelligent and well-informed. C. 

If, perhaps, such men as Louis Philippe and Monsieur A. Thiers, minister and 
deputy, and Monsieur Francois Guizot, deputy and excellency, bad, from interest or 
conviction, opinions at all differing from the majority, why, they knew what was 
what, and kept their opinions to themselves.— Thackeray. 

What-do 'yon-call-’ em. A phrase used like Thingamy, because one forgets 
the exact name, or docs not wislx to utter it. F, 

“ I might feel it was a great blow,” said Mis.s Wucvellicci, “ to break up old ussocia- 
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tions and wliat-do-you-call-’enis of that kind, but I would submit, my dear, I would 
indeed.” — D iokens. 

'‘"Well,” I said, “ three guineas, which I shall have over, will buy me a pair of 
what-d’ye-call-'ems.”— Thackeray. 

WhaV s-lm-name. Used like the previous phrase. T. 

My dearest Edith, there is such an obvious destiny in it, that really one might al- 
most be induced to cross one’s arms upon one’s frock and say, like those wicked 
Turks, there is no What’s-his-name but Thingummy, and Wliat-you-may-call-itis his 
prophet. — Dickens. 

Wheel. — To go on wheels — to advance smoothly and rapidly ; to make 
rapid progress. 0. 

The thing went on wheels. Richard Bassett was engaged to Jane Wright almost 
before he was aware.— C. Reade. 

To put a spohe in a man^s wheel — to interrupt his career of success ; to 
embarrass him. C. 

You have put a most formidable spoke in my wheel by preventing the extension 
of the borough.— Good fVords, 1887, 

While. — To tohile away — to pass in amusement ; to spend for purposes 
of amusement. P. 

And so he went on riding with her, and copying music and verses in her album, 
and playing chos.s with her very submissively; for it is with these simple amusements 
that some officers in India are accustomed to while away their leisure moments.— 
Thackeray. 

Whip. — The whip-hand — the control ; the power of ruling. C. 

Why, Anne, do be reasonable. If I gave you those letters, I should never be able 
to sleep in peace. For the sake of my own safety, I dare not abandon the whip-hand 
1 have of you.—H. R. IlAaaARP. 

The secret of all success is to know how to deny yourself. If you once learn to 
get the w’hip-hand of yourself, that is the best educator. Prove to me that you can 
control yourself, and I’ll say you’re an educated man ; and without this all other 
education is good for next to nothing.— M r«. Oliphant. 

Whistle.~^Z^o p)ay dear for one's ichistle — to pay too much for some 
coveted possession or pleasure. P. 

We went off in very great state, but still having to pay with needless heaviness for 
our whistle.— G. A. Sala. 

To v^ct one's n:histle, fSee Wet, 

To whisfli’.for anything. This phrase is used when there seems to be 
no reasonable chance of obtaining the thing desired. C. 

Tf wo only got what we deserved— Heaven save us !— many of us might whistle for 
a dinner (go dinncrles.s). — Thackeray. 

White. — At a white heat — in an intense passion; very angry or ex- 
cited. P. 

They let th(nr thinking be done for them, in all critical moments, by Parisian jour- 
nalists at a white liei^i.—L'antcmyorary llcokic, 1887. 
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A ivhite lie or — a, statement which is verbally true, but really and 

essentially false. P. 

Between them both, Helen was in a corner. She might have been capable of telling 
a white fib and saying she had not the letter, rather than let her father see it.— -M rs. 
Henhy Wood. 

White as a sheet — intensely pale. P. 

Next second a terrible crash resounded from the other end of the room. George 
turned white as a sheet, and sank into a chair. — H. R. HAGOtLED. 

When they took him out of the black hole after six hours’ confinement, he was 
observed to be white as a sheet and to tremble violently all over.— C. Ebade. 

White soup — the substance which is obtained by putting silver plate, 
etc. , into the melting-pot. S. A term used by London thieves. 

Gold watches, silks and shawls and trinkets, yards of brocade, ells of lace, and 
last, not least, a caldron always on the boil for the manufacture of that all-absorbing 
fluid which is called “ white soup,” and is sold by the ounce, surrounded the once 
virtuous Gingham in her respectable home.— G. J. Whyte-Melvillb. 

White caps — waves having their tops white through the wind breaking 
them into foam. C. Also known as “ white horses.” 

It was no gale, but only a fair wind; the water foamed along the ship’s sides, and 
as her bows descended, shot forward in hissing jets of spray; away on every side 
flocked the white caps.— W. D. Howells. 

A lohited sepulchre — something outwardly fair but inwardly corrupt. P. 
A Scriptural phrase (Matt, xxiii. 27). 

So that (bad as I may be, Lady Swansdown) I consider myself a better woman 
than you (and such as you) are. Oh, yes ! I know you don’t stand alone. 1 know 
there are plenty like you in the best society— whited sepulchres, fair without, and 
rottenness and dead men’s bones within.— F lorence Marryat. 

The lohite feather. See Featiieb. 

Whole. — Upon the whole — taking everything into consideration, l^ 

Upon the whole, Emma left her with softened and charitable feelings.— J ane 
Austen. 

Wide. — There is a loide rjulf fixed — there is a groat and periuaneiit 
cause of separation. P. The phrase is taken from the New Te.sta- 
ment. See the parable of Dives and Lazarus (Luke xvi.). 

Lady “Pat,” as she is called by her familiar friends, would seem to be a fitter 
companion, both in station and age, for Lady Swansdown than Mrs. Beverley; but 
between the countess and Lady Pat there is a great gulf fi.xed.~ Pi.orknh’E Maruvat. 

Wide awake — smart ; clever. C. 

Sir Bate Coombe likes to be admired, even by an old maid; but he is too wido 
awake to lot her see it.— P loeence Marryat. 

To give a wide 'berth — to avoid. C. 

Always give the redcoats a wide berth, my dear. - G. A. Sala. 
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Wigging. — To (jet a wi(j(jin(j — to be scolded. P. 

However, it did not take him long to pardon John Monckton, while, as for the 
tremendous wigging which he would doubtless receive from his father, he had no 
difficulty at all about pardoning that in advance. — Good Words, 1887. 

wnd.-^ wild-goose chase — a foolish and fruitless search. P. 

“Wouldn’t to-morrow do for this wild-goose chase?” inquired Wheeler.— C. 
Heade. 

Will. — Will he, nill he — whether he wishes or not. C. 

An imprudent marriage is a different thing, for then the consequences are inevi- 
table when once the step has been taken, and have to be borne, will he, nill he. — 
Mbs. Oliphant. 

Will-d'-the-wisjo — the ignis fafmis, or phosphorescent light which hovers 
over marshes ; anything which deludes or deceives. C. 

“I am very, very miserable; give me hope, the light of hope.” 

“ It would be a will-of-thc-wisp, Willie.” — J ames Payn. 

Willow . — To icear the willow — [a) to occupy the lowest place or 
seat. C. 

(L) to he in mourning ; to be in grief. C. 

This went on until the summer of the year 1G57, when her father gently put it to 
her that she had worn the willow (grieved for her lover) long enough, and would 
have to ally herself with some gentleman of worth and parts in that part of the 
country,— G. A. Sala. 

But as high an estimate of Hazlitt is quite compatible with the strongest political 
dissent from his opinions, and with a total freedom from the charge of wearing the 
willow for (deploring the death of) painting. — Mac))iillan\s Magazine, 1SS7. 

(r) to bo forsaken. C. 

“You have heard the nows (of Miss Grantloy’s approaching marriage), Ludovic?” 
she asked. 

“ Oh, yes ; it’s at all the clubs. I have been overwhelmed with presents of willow 
branches.”— A. Tuollope. 

’Will.— To win the day — to be successful. P. 

Yet if, on the one side, there stood cold science, and on the other a suffering girl, 
it is ridiculous to acknowledge that the girl always w'on the day.— B ehant. 

To win at a canter — to gain an easy victory. C. 

Potty finery without, a pinched and stinted stomach within ; a case of Back 'oersus 
Belly (as the lawyers w’oiild say), the plaintiff winning in a canter.— S. Wabben. 

Wind. — In the wind’ — about to liappen; talked of as probable. 0. 

All of a sudden the coach stopped. “ Hallo,” said my uncle, “what’s in the wind 
now?”— D ickevh. 

Ho never has a kind word to say of me even when we’re' alone; I believe there’fs 
some one else in the wind.— F lorence Mabryat. 

“Such things never happen to such a poor devil as me,” exclaimed Huckaback 
with a sigh. 

“What is in the wind, T wonder?” mxittered Titmouse.- S. Warren. 
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To get wind — to be talked about ; to circulate as news. P. 

His return had got wind, and every fanner under fifty had resolved to ride with 
him into Huntercombe. — C. Ebade. 

“ And now, since we are to go,” said Lady Glonbrony, “ pray let us go immedi- 
ately, before the tiring gets wind, else I shall have Mrs. Dareville, and Lady Lang- 
dale, and Lady St. James, and all the world coming to condole with me, just to 
satisfy their own curiosity.” — ^M auia Edgewoeth. 

To get ivind of— to obtain news regarding ; to learn about. C. 

I could get wind of the amount given, now, if I wanted. — Macmillan's Maga-^inCf 
1887. 

Luckily Mr. Hodge speedily got wind of our misfortune. — G. A. Sal.s.. 

To go to the toinds — to Ire dissipated; to be utterly lost. P. 

Eew men can bear to see a sweet and pretty woman in tears, and tliis little incident 
was too much for John, whose caution and doubts all went to the winds together, 
and have not since been heard of.— H. R. Haggaeb. 

At this all young Fielding’s self-restraint went to the winds.— C. Eeabe. 

hi the winTs eye — right in the face of the wind ; pointing directly to 
the quarter from which the wind comes. P. 

At last, however, she fell right into the wind’s eye, was taken dead aback, and 
stood there awhile helpless, with her sails shivering.— E. L. Stevenson. 

To raise the loind — to obtain necessary funds. F. 

To raise the wind some lawyer tries. — J. and H. Sjiith. 

Betwixt xoind and water. The part of a ship betwixt wind and water is 
that portion which is below the water-line, except when the ship heels 
over under the pressure of the wind. There is of course great danger 
when a shot strikes here. The phrase is used figuratively. 

That shot was a settler ; it struck poor Sail right atwixt wind and water (in tho 
most susceptible place).— H alibueton. 

To take the vnnd out of anothefs sails — to anticipate another ; to gain a 
clever advantage over a competitor. C. 

Ex-Bailie Laverock announced the important fact that one gentleman had offered 
him two-thirds of the £12,500 loan at per cent., and another gentleman had 
offered him £500 at the same rate. This quite took tho wind out of the sails of 
the party in power. They looked aghast at each other, and it was evident from 
their countenances that the ex-bailie’s statement had a terribly depressing effect on 
the majority.— Andrews Citizen^ 1880. 

By the way, I flatter myself that I have rather taken the wind out of Mr. Bus- 
well’s sails.— Good Words, 1887. 

Ids an ill wind that blows nobody good — few calamities are harmful to 
all concerned. C. 

But it is an ill wind that blows nobody good. This storm raised George Fielding’s 
better part of man. — C. Eeade. 

This very sensible view of the matter reassured Brian, who thought to himself, 
“It’s an ill wind that blows nobody good; perhaps when she is IMr.s. Puhbin she 
won’t want to sing in the choir any more.”— Good JFords, 1887. 
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To tahe loind — to become known. P. 

I could easily have brought her ladyship to her senses, however ; but my scheme 
had taken wind, and it was now in vain to attempt it. — T hackeray. 

To the four udiids {of heaven ) — completely irrecoverable. P. 

“ Heaven knows,” answered John, carelessly ; “ given to Tom, Dick, and Harry — 
scattered to the four winds. I have not kept one of them.”— Miss Braddon. 

Wind. — To wind up — to settle; to bring to a conclusion. P. Generally 
used of the formal settlement of the affairs of a business firm that is 
broken up. 

If you like to retire and leave me to wind up the concern, a cheque for £10,000 is 
at your Mistletoe Bouijh^ 1SS5. 

With this beautiful metaphor T shall wind up (bring my remarks to a close). 

Wing. — To clip another'’<^ wings — to hamper his movements; to lessen 
his power of action. C. 

To talce under one^s icing — to protect ; to patronize. C. 

We heard you were under Lady Patrick’s wing, and felt that you were safe. — 
Florence M.vrryat. 

As for you, hliss Ella, with your papa’s permission, I shall henceforth take you 
under my wing.— J a.mes Payn. 

To lend wings io — to increase the speed of; to hasten. P. 

I could hear hails coming and going between the old buccaneer and his comrades, 
and this sound of danger lent me wings. —R. L. Stevenson. 

The wings of AzracL See Azrael. 

To tahe icing — to fly oil’ suddenly ; to depart without warning. C. 

So Beauchamp took wing ; and whether Lady Bracknell was annoyed or relieved 
by his flight I cannot venture to say. — W. E. Norris. 

Wink. — To winh at — {a) to signal to with the eye in token of a mutual 
imderstanding. P. 

" But now your mother’s not by, you know,” said Mrs. Dolly, winking at the land- 
lady ; “ now your mother’.s not by — ” 

“ Yes ; nobody will tell of you,” added tlio landlady.— M aria Edgeworth. 

(h) to pretend not to see ; to take no notice of. P. 

Later on the emperors were fain to wink at what they would not sanction and 
could not extirpate.- RevUnr, ISS?, 

To winh on — the same as to winh at (a). P. 

“ Very well, sir,” cried the squire, who immediately smoked him (quizzed him), 
and winked on the rest of the company to prepare us for the sport ; “ if you are for 
a cool argument upon the subject, I am ready to accept the chaUonge.”"--GoLDSMiTH. 

Winking. — Lihe winhini/ —(imokly; eagerly. S. 

Nod away at him, if you please, like winking.— D icken.s. 
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Wolf 


Wish. — To wish to goodness — to be very desirous. F. 

And to be lying all the time horribly sick in your berth, and wishing to goodness 
you were back again in the schoolroom learning about the feudal system,” Lady 
Mordaunt suggested . — Murrains Magazine, 1S87. 

To loish om joy of anything. A phrase generally used sarcastically to 
intimate that the person who has the object will find it a troublesome 
possession. C. 

The apothecary’s apprentice wished Mrs. Corney joy of her job, and took himself 
off on tiptoe. — Dickens. 

Wit.' — At OTie’s wifs end — in a state of utter perplexity ; wholly puzzled 
how to act. P. 

Mr. Felspar was almost at his wit’s end how to act. — J ames Payn. 

To have one^s loits about one — to be observant ; to be ciuick at seeing and 
acting. C. 

Oripps, if his wits had been about him, must have yielded space and bowed.— 
Blackmore. 

Whatever might be urged about William Henry, it could not be said that he had 
not his wits about him.— James Payn. 

Witch. — To he no %dtch — to be quite sharp. C. 

The editor is clearly no witch at a riddle.— Carlyle. 

The witch is in it — there is some mysterious, supernatural influence at 
work. F. 

She had never heard of the fate that w'as once supposed to appoint the sorrows of 
men irrespective of their blamelessness or blame, before the time when it came to be 
believed that sorrows were penalties ; but in her simple way she recognized something 
like that mythic power when she rose from her struggle with the problem, and said 
aloud to herself, “ Well, the witch is in it.” — W. D. Howells. 

Withers. — Our 'loithers are umorung — we are not hurt or irritated. P. 
The metaphor is taken from a galled horse, the withers being the 
ridge between the shoulder-bones. 

Let the galled jade wince ; our withers are unwrung.— S iiake-speare. 

“ I know you are,” said Robarts, who knew the man w'ell, and cared nothing for 
his friend’s peculiarities when he felt his own withers were unwrung.— A. Trol- 
lope. 

Wolf. — To cry v^olf” — to call out for help when none is needed, until 

one’s friends get disgusted, and do not come at a real crisis. P. 

“ 0 Beavis ! ” exclaimed tlie duke ; “ this is Beavis’s cry of wolf, is it?” 

“ Papa,” said Lady Crace, in urgent tones, “when the wolf did come the cry was 
disregarded.”— S. Baring-Goulb. 

To Jceep the wolf from the d.oor — to obtain sufficient to sustain life; to 
avoid dying of hunger. C. 

Giving the people that employment to which they had always been accustomed, 
and without which they would, in many cases, have found no little difllculty in 
keeping the wolf from their humble doors.— Magazine, 1HB7. 
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Wool 


A tvolf in sheeps s clothing — a dangerous person who pretends to be q^uite 
harmless. P. 

“ There are three thousand men in the British army,” announced the old vrouw 
oracularly, and casting a severe glance at the wolf in sheep’s clothing, the man of 
blood who pretended to farm. — H. B. Haggae-d. 

Wonder. — For a wonder — strangely enough; contrary to expecta- 
tion. P. 

For a wonder he was not sea-sick.— C. Beade. 

Wood. — Out of the wood — free from danger ; escaped from a diffi- 
culty. C. 

Mr. Josceline had merely observed indifferently, “ I tliink we may be quite com- 
fortable as to our young friend’s getting out of the wood ” (recovering from his danger- 
ous illness).— J ames Pavn. 

Not being a man of invention, he could not see his way out of the wood at all.— 
C. Beade. 

Wooden. — The wooden spoon — the prize supposed to be conferred on 
the lowest graduate in a college list. F. 

Here is something about a wooden spoon that ho says he quite expected to have 
won for a prize, but the examiners have gone and given it to Sir. Bichard Lutbridge 
instead.— A nnie Keaey. 

Woode7i nutmegs — citizens of Comiecticut State in America. F. The 
name arose from a swindling transaction successfully carried out by a 
merchant of Hartford, the capital of Connecticut. The people of this 
state are noted for their sharpness in commercial transactions. 

He called me a Yankee peddler, a cheating vagabond, a wooden nntmeg.-HALi- 

BUETON. 

Wool. — To draw or pidl the wool over onds eyes — to cheat or hoodwink 
him. F. 

“ Ahab,” said I, “ I have but a few minutes to stay with you, and if you think to 
draw the wool over my eyes, it might perhaps take a longer time than you are think- 
ing on, or than I can spare.” — H aliburton. 

I don’t propose he shall pull the wool over my eyes, or anybody else, — W. D 
Howells. 

To go a-wool-gathering — to go astray ; to be bewildered. C. 

“What misconception?” asked the Pater, whose wits, once gone a-wool-gather- 
ing, rarely came back in a hurry. — M rs. Henry Wood. 

The unhappy little man, whose head was never of the strongest, and his wits al- 
ways going a- wool-gathering, went stark, staring mad.— G. A. Sal a. 

To lie wool-gathering — to be in an absent-minded state. G. 

Mr. Bobarts had come round to the generally accepted idea that Mr. Crawley had 
obtained possession of the cheque illegally, acquitting his friend in his own mind of 
theft, simply by supposing that he was wool-gathering when the cheque came in his 
way,— A. Trollope. 
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Worm 


Word. — To have words or a icord — to have an angry discussion; to 
quarrel. C. 

He is a poor, sneaking creature, and my brother George he caught Crawley selling 
up some poor fellow or other, and they had words.— C. Reade. 

'‘We were a very happy Httle company, Johnson,” said poor Crummies. “ You and 
I never had a word.” — Dickens. 

A man of his loord — a man to be depended on ; a trustworthy man. P. 

As for himself, Mr. Osborne, he was a man of his word, — Thackeray. 

To take the word — to commence speaking. P. A French phrase. 

The colonel, left alone with his wife for the first time since he had come to town, 
made haste to take the word. — W. B. Howells. 

Uyon my word — certainly ; surely ; I assure you. C. 

ITpon my word, you answer as discreetly as she could do herself.— Jane Austen. 

By word of mouth — orally ; with the tongue. P. 

That noble instrument (the organ) was saying to her something which the player 
did not venture to say by word of mouth.— OoocJ Words, 1887. 

The chance of entrapping Magdalen by word of mouth.— Wilkie Collins. 

Work. — To work the ropes — to control; to manage a scheme without 
being observed. 0. 

How our mutual friend worked the ropes is more than I can tell you.— H. R. 
Haggard. 

To work up — to investigate thoroughly and with a special purpose. P. 

Having some private means of his own, he had gone out to India for the purpose 
of working up certain still obscure problems.— iUwrm^/’s Magaune, 1SS7. 

To make short work of— to finish quickly ; to gain an easy victory 
over, S, 

We all thought he would make short work of the soldier-officer.— C. A. Sala. 

World . — All the ivorld and his wife — every one v-ithont exception. C. 

Miss, Pray, madam, who were the company? 

Lady S. Why, there was aU the world and his wife.— Swift, 

A man of the world — a man well acquainted with piihlic and social 
life. P. 

“lam not at all a man of tho world,” he said ; “ and of the law I know nothing.” 
— Blackmore. 

The loorld, the flesh, and the devil — love of pleasure, sensual indulgence, 
and vicious propensities. P. 

He renounces the world, tho flesh, and the devil, preaches and prays day and 
night.— H aliburton. 

Worm, — To ioomn out information — to ol>tain information by subtle 
devices. P. 

By the aid of liquor he wormed out their story.— C. Reade. 

By these means he wormed out of hlr. G. the whole story of his adventure.— 0. P. 
R. James. 
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Wrong* 


Worse. — The worm half—o, playful name for a husband. F. “ Better 
half” is a common name for a wife. 

It would be a nice amusement for some of these long evenings, and the prepara- 
tions would serve to occupy our time, whilst our worse halves are out shooting.— 
Florence Marryat. 

Worst. — If the loorst comets to the wor'st — in the event of things turning 
out very badly. C. 

“ If the worst comes to the worst,” Bechy thought, “ my retreat is secure.”— 
Thackeray. 

Worth. — Worth one\^ ivhile — advantageous ; profitable. P. 

Upon the face of the thing, it looks as if it might he worth your while. — Good 
Words, 1SS7. 

Wo7'fh 07ie\s salt — efficient ; a good woi'kman. F. 

It was plain from every line of his body that our new hand was worth his salt.— B. 
L. Stevenson. 

Would. — Wonlcl-be — in intention; anxious to be considered this or 
that. P. 

The would-be wags among the boys racked their brains to find the means of tor- 
menting her through her name.— S. Barino-Gould. 

Wrapped. — Wrapped up) in — wholly devoted to. C. 

Lork, Mrs. Bichards, no; her pa’s a deal too wrapped up in somebody else.— 
Biokens. 

Wreck. — Wrech and rum — complete ruin. P. See RxtOK and Ruin. 

The whole estate is going to wreck and ruin because my uncle won’t have the rabbits 
killed down. — W m. Black. 

Wrinkle. — ^ torinJde on one’s horn — a valuable hint. S. 

^‘Now,” says the major, “I’ll give you, Slick, a new wrinkle on your horn.”— 
Haliburton. 

Write. — To 7n'ite anythhm up — to praise in a systematic manner 
through the press. C. 

“ Pray, Mr. Grey, is it true that all the houses in Russell Square are tenantless?” 

“ Quite true. A perfect shame, is it not? Let us write it up.”— B eaconsfield. 

Wrong. — The KT07i(f side of sixty or seventy — more than sixty or seventy 
years of age. F. 

Tlie old woman answered, “ That though her master was a deal on the wrong side 
of seventy, yet he was as alert, and thought no more of going about than if he was as 
young as the gentleman who was now speaking to her.”— M aria Ed(J eworth. 

To have got up on the U'rong side of the bed — to have got out of bed tbe 
wrong way. P. This is said of a person who is in a cross humour 
during the day. 

There is a pleasing nursery fiction that accounts for many disagreeable things by 
a theory on the right and the wrong way of getting out of bed. Valentine remem- 
bered this, and felt quite certain that Sam, Melcnda, and Lizzie had all three got 
out of bod the wrong way that morning. There was going to be a row, and one of 
uncertain dimensions. — B esant. 
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Yorkshire 


X 


X . — DouUe X — a superior quality of beer. C. 

And I said, “ A pint of double X, and please to draw it mild ! Baruam. 


Y 


Yarn. — To spin a; yarn. See Spin. 

Year, — Years of discretion — an age when one is able to judge between 
what is right and what is wrong. P. 

A mere boy; a very lad. Not come to years of discretion yet; and never will, if 
he goes on raging in this manner. —G. A, Sala. 

I’m afraid the cat got out of the bag when Mrs, Pasmer came to the years of dis- 
cretion.— W. B. Howells. 

Year of grace— dating from the birth of Jesus Christ. P. Equi- 
valent to Anno Domini, or year of our Lord. 

My story begins in the year of grace seventeen hundred and sixty-four. 

Yellow.— -Pe/Zoit? Jack — the yellow fever. P. 

I have been in places hot as pitch, and mates dropping round with Yellow Jack — 

E. L. Stevenson, 

Yeoman. — Yeoman^ s duty or service — excellent work. P. 

The shattering of the false image had done him yeoman’s service.— A. Trollope. 

In the gratitude of his heart, George would willingly have given a thousand pounds 
towards the erection of a statue to Hilda Caresfoot, whose outraged pride and 
womanly jealousy had done him such yeoman service.— H. E. Haouaro. 

Indeed, it is quite certain that he (Benvenuto Cellini) performed more than yeo- 
man’s duty as a gunner all through the period of tlie sack of Eome. — J, A. 
Symonds. 

Yorkshire. — To come Yorkshire over a man — to cheat or swindle him. 

F. Yorkshire jockeys were knowm for their tricky dealing.^ in the 
sale of horses. See Macaulay’s Warren Hastings: ‘‘And the crime 
for which Nuncomar was about to die was regarded by them in much 
the same light in which the selling of an unsound horse for a sound 
price is regarded by a Yorkshire jockey.” 

“ Surely,” said John, “what I say I stick by,"’ 

“ And that’s a fine thing to do, and manly, too,” said Nichohis, “ though it’s not 
exactly what we understand by coming Yorksiiire over us in London.”— 1 >ickkn«. 
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As 

As 

As 

As 

As 

As 

As 

As 

As 

As 

As 

As 


OLD SAYINQS. 


poor^ as a churcli>mousG, as thin as a 
rail, 

fat as a porpoise, as rough as a gale, 
brave as a lion, as spry as a cat, 
bright^ as a sixpence, as weak^ as a rat. 
proud as a peacock, as sly as a fox, 
mad*'' as a March hare, as strong as 
an ox. 

fair as a lily, as empty as air, 
rich as a Croesus, as cross ^ as a bear, 
pure^ as an angel, as neat as a pin, 
smart as a steel-trap, as ugly as sin. 
dead as a door-nail, as white as a sheet, 
flat as a pancake, as red^ as a beet. 


As round as an apple, as black^*^ as your 
hat. 

As brown as a berry, as blind as a bat. 
As mean as a miser, as full as a tick, 

As plump as a partridge, as sharp as a 
stick. 

As clean as a penny, as dark as a pall, 

As hard^^ as a millstone, as bitter as gall. 
As fine as a fiddle, as clear as a bell, 

As dry as a herring, as deep as a well. 

As light as a feather, as firm as a rock, 

As stiff as a poker, as calm as a clock. 

As green as a gosling, as brisk as a bee, — 
And now let me stop, lest you weary of me. 


From Alden’s Favourite Gems of Song and Poetry. 


EQUIVALENT EXPRESSIONS. 


^ As poor as Job. 

2 As bright as a button. 

3 As weak as a cat; also (of moral 

w'eakness) as weak as water 
* As proud as Lucifer. 

® As mad as a hatter. 

^ As strong as Hercules. 

As cross as two sticks. 

® As pure as the driven snow. 


^ As red as a salamander. 

As black as a crow. 

As blind as n mole. 

As sharp as a needle. 

As hard as nails. 

As bitter as aloes. 

As clear as crystal (of trans- 
parency). 

As green as grass. 


SIMILAR EXPRESSIONS. 


Beautiful as the day. 
Bold as brass. 

Cold as charity. 

Cool as a cucumber. 
Cruel as the grave. 
Brunk as a lord. 
Bull as ditchwater. 
Grave as a judge. 
Greedy as a pig. 
Happy as a king. 
Heavy as lead. 
Hungry as a hawk. 
Merry as a cricket. 

Methuselah. 
Pleased as Punch. 


Quiet as pussy. 

Sick as a dog. 

Sober as a judge. 
Soft as soap. 

„ , (a church. 

Sound as I 

Sour as vinegar. 
Straight as an arrow. 
Sure as a gun. 

Sweet as a peach. 
Swift as an eagle. 
True as steel. 

Vain as a schoolgirl. 

( a serpent. 
Wise as-s Solomon. 
^Socrates. 



AUTHORS, AHOHTMOUS WORKS, 
AKD JOURKALS QUOTED. 


An asterisk signifies that the work is freqicently quoted. 


Addison, Joseph (1672-1719), essayist and poet; one of the greatest literary names of 
the Queen Anne period. “Whoever wishes to attain an English stylo, familiar 
but not coarse, and elegant hut not ostentatious, must give his days and nights to 
the study of Addison.”— Johkson. 

Adeler, MaiX, American humourist. His real name is Charles Heber Clark. 

Ainger, Alfred, essayist and critic. 

All the Year Round, a periodical, started by Dickens in 1859, and still flourishing. 

Allen, Charles Grant, scientific and popular wi-iter and novelist ; born at Kingston, 
Canada, in 1848. Author of For Maimie^s Sake, Fidlistia, Babylon, etc. ; also of 
Physiological .Esthetics, The Colour Sense, The Evolutionist at Large, Vignettes from 
Nature. 

Anstey, F., novelist. Author of Vice The Giant's Robc,'^ A Fallen Idol,'*' The 

Blade Poodle and Other Tales “ F. Anstey ” is a nom de pltme. 

Arbuthnot, John, M.D. (1675-1735), one of the prominent writers of the Queen Anne 
period. Author of Law is a Bottomless Pit; or. The Bistorg of John lixdl (1713). 

Argosy, The, a monthly magazine, edited by Mrs. Henry Wood until her death in 18S7. 

Arnold, Matthew, D.C.L. Oxon., LL.D. Edin. (1822-1888), widely known as a poet, 
essayist, and critic. “His essays ought to live longer than most of their time.” — 
SwiNBUBNE. Author of Literature and Dogma,* Friendship's Garland,'' Cultare 
and Anarchy,* St. Paul and Protestaxitism, Essays in Critirisni,'' etc. 

Asiatic Quarterly Review, a standard publication, principally treating of India and 
Indian matter.?. 

Athenaeum, The, a weekly review of literature and art, holding a unique place as a 
critical authority. London : started 1829. 

Atterhury, Rev. Francis, D.D., Bishop of Rochester (1662-1732), an able and prolific 
writer of the Queen Anne period. “ In his writings we see language In its strictest 
purity and beauty. ” — Doddripge. 

Austen, Jane (1770-1817), one of the most delightful of English novelists. Author of 
Sense and Sensibility,* Pride and Prejudice,* Northangcr Abbey, Ihnma,' Mansfield 
Park, Persuasion,* Miss Austen’s works were much admired by .Sir AYalter Scott, 
and are still widely read. 

Bacon, Francis, Vi.scount St. Albans (15G1-1G2C). Author of The Advanrement <>f 
Learning, Essays, etc. 

“ Tlie world to Bacon does not only owe 
Its present knowledge, hut its future too.”— Diivorn. 

It is incorrect to call him Lord Bacon; his titles were Lord Vcrulam and Lord St. 
Albans. 
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Butler 


Bariiam, Ricliard Harris (17SS-1845), novelist, versifier, and miscellaneous writer. 
Best known for his amusing Ingoldsby Legends.* 

Baring-Gould, Sabine, essayist and novelist. Author of The Path of the Just(lSSi); 
Ireland' Its Scenes and Sctf/as (1861) ; In JExitu Israel : A Novel (1870); Yorkshire 
Oddities (1S7 i) ; Little Tu' penny ;* Court Royals* eta. 

Bayly, Thomas Haynes (1797-1839), best known as a song-writer. Author of Isle of 
Beauty ; Oh wo, we never mention her^ etc. 

Beaconsfield, Earl of. See Disraeli. 

Beaumont and Fletcher, dramatists who wrote in conjunction. They rank high 
among Elizabethan authors. 

Bede, Cuthbert, noin de jylwne of the author of Verdant Green* ig.v.y 

Beecher, Henry Ward (1S12-1SS7), the greatest of American pulpit orators. Author 
of various theological and popular works— i?/e Thoiights, Life of Jesus the Chr isti 
Scrmo7isf etc. 

Belgravia, a widely-read London journal, edited by Miss Braddon. 

Bellamy, E., American writer. Author of Looking Backward.* 

Bentham, Jeremy (1748-1832), political writer. Author of A Fragment on Government, 
The Brinciplcs of Morals and Legislation, The Liberty of the Press, The Book of 
Fallacies. 

Bentley, Richard, D.D. (1GG2-1742), eminent scholar and controversialist. Wrote A 
Dissertatmi on the Epistles of Phalaris, etc. 

Berkeley, George, D.D. (1GS4-1753), philosopher. Wi^ote The Principles of Human 
Knoxclcdge, The Principle and Cause of Motion, etc. An excellent writer of 
English prose. 

Besant, Walter, M.A, novelist. Wrote his earlier works in conjunction with James 
Rice — Ready-Money Mo^diboy, The Gold&n Butterfly* They Were Married. Author 
besides of All Sorts and Conditions of Men,* All in a Garden Fair,* Bo^'othy Forster 
The World Went Very Well Then, Children of Gibco^i,* Katherine Regina.* 

Black, William, novelist. Author of A Princess of Thule, The Beautiful Wretch,* A 
Daughter of Heth, MacUod of Dare, Life of Goldsmith,* Green Pastures and Picca- 
dilly,* Madcap Violet, The Strange Adventures of a Phaeton, etc. 

Blackmore, Robert, novelist. Author of Lorna Doone,* Cripps the Carrier,* Mary 
Auerley, Alice Lorraine, Cradock Nowell, The Waiting Supper,* Newhaven, etc. 

Blackwood’s Magazine, familiarly known as “ Maga,” a monthly periodical, started in 
1817 in Edinburgh. 

Blair, Robert (1099-1740), author of The Grave. 

Brontd, Charlotte (lSlG-1855), author of Jane Eyre, VilUtte, Shirlqj, The Professor, 
etc. Wrote under the nom de pltone of Currer BeU. 

Brougham and Vaux, Lord, Henry Brougham (1779-lSCS), a voluminous writer on 
various topics. 

Broughton, Rhoda, novelist. Author cf Cometh up as a Flovcer;* Not Wisely, but Too 
Well, etc. 

Brown, Tom (died 1704), poet. 

Bryant, William Cullen (1794-1878), American poet. 

Bunyan, John (1C2S-1GS8), author of The Pilgrim's PQ'ogress,* The Holy War, and 
other religious works. 

Burke, Edmund (1730-1797), author of A Philosophical Inquiry into the Origin of our 
Ideas of the Sublime and Beautiful, Thoughts on the Present Discontents, and many 
other works, mostly political. In amplitude of comprehension and richness of 
imagination .superior to every orator, ancient or modern.”— Macaulay. 

Bums, Robert (17CD-179C), the great lyric poet of Scotland. Author of Tam o’ Shanter, 
etc. 

Burroughs, John, New England writer. Author of Birds and Poets, Locusts and Wild 
Honey, Whiter Sunshine,* etc. 

Burton, John Hill, LL.D. (1809-1881), historian. Author of A History of Scotland, The 
Scot Abroad, The Reign of Queen Anne. 

Burton, Robert (ir»7C-lG39), wrote the Anatomy of Melancholy. 

Butler, Samuel (ICOO-ICSO), author of Hudihras, a mock-heroic poem. 
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Byrom, John (1G91-1763), poet and essayist. 

Byron, George Gordon Noel, Lord (1788-lS2i), poet and dramatist. Author of Hours of 
Idle7iess, Childe Harold^ Manfred^ Don Juan^ English Bcm'ds aiid Scotch Reviewers. 

Caine, Hall, contemporary novelist. Author of The Shadow of a Crhne, A Soil ofHagai% 
The Deemster.* 

Calcutta Englishman, The, an Indian newspaper of high standing. 

Calverley, Charles Stuart, lately dead, best known for his parodies. 

Carlyle, Thomas (1795-1881), historian and essayist. Author of History of Frcdei'ic the 
Great, The French Revohition, Sartor Besaidus, Heroes a^id Hero-Wo^'shij). 

Carlyle, Jane Welsh, wife of Thomas Carlyle (died 1866). Wrote a volume of Lettersy 
published after her death, which are considered models of style. 

Centlivre, Susannah (1667-1723), dramatist. Author of The Perjured Husband, A 
Bold Stroke for a Wife, etc. 

Chamberlain, Joseph, statesman. 

Chambers’s Journal, a weekly miscellany which has appeared since 1832. Published 
by W. and E. Chambers, Edinburgh. 

Chapman, George (1657-1634), poet and dramatist. 

Chesterfield, Earl of, Philip Dormer Stanhope (1694-1773), well known for liis Letters 
to his Son, Philip Stanhope. 

Clarendon, Earl of, Edward Hyde (1608-1674), historian. 

Coleridge, Samuel Taylor (1772-1834), poet and essayist. Author of Christabel, Table 
Talk, Aids to Reflection, The Aoicient Mariner. 

Collier, Jeremy (1650-1742), theologian and pamphleteer. 

Collins, William Wilkie (1824-1890), novelist. Wrote The Wo7na7i in IVhite, Arma- 
dale, The Moonsto7i€, The Dead Secret, Percy and the P7'ophet,* The Girl at the Gatc,^ 
No Name,* etc. 

Oolman, George, sen. (1733-1794), well-known dramatist. Author of The Jealous Wife, 
The Claiidestiiie Marriage, etc. 

Combe or Ooombe, William (1741-1823), humourist. Wrote the weU-known Tour of 
Dr, Sy7itax in Search of the Picturesque (1812). 

Congreve, William (1670-1729), poet and dramatist. Wrote The Old Bachelor, The 
Way of the World. “ His style is inimitable, nay, perfect. ’’“H azcitt. 

Contemporary Review, The, a monthly periodical of general literature, started 
in 1866. 

Conway, Hugh (died 18S5), author of Called Back, Dai'h Days, A Faiyvily Affair,* The 
Story of a Sculptor. See Fargus, F. J. 

Oornhill Magazine, The, a popular monthly, started in ISCO under the editorship of 
William Makepeace Thackeray. 

Cowper, William (1731-1800), poet and letter-writer. His letters are considered 
models of English style. Wrote the poems Table Talk, The Task, etc. 

Craik, Mrs. See Mu lock, Dinah. 

Crawford, F. Marion, novelist ; son of Crawford, the American sculptor. Author of 
Sa7'acenesca,* Sanf Ilario, Doctor Claudius, A Roman Singer, Marzio's Crucifuc, etc. 

Daily News, The, Liberal newspaper, started in 1846. 

Daily Telegraph, The, Conservative (Liberal until 1876) newspaper, started in 1855. 

Dana, Richard Henry, novelist ; son of an author of tlio siimo name, born in America 
in 1815. Author of Tivo Years Before the Mast,* etc. 

D’Arblay, Francesca (Fanny) Burney, Madame (1752-1840), novelist. Author of Eve- 
lina; or, A Young Lady's Entrance into the V^orld. Married to General d’.Vrblay, 
a French refugee, in 1793. Other works, Ca7nille, The Wandcrc7'. 

Defoe, Daniel (1663-1731), author of Robinson Crusoe, Jvnmial of the Plao7te, etc. 

Democracy, a novel published anonymously in 1882, and relating to political life in 
Washington, H.S.A. 

De Quincey. See Quincey. 

Dickens, Charles (1812-1870), novelist. Author of Sketches byBoz,* The Pickwick Papers,* 
Oliver Twist,* Nicholas Nickleby,* The Old Curiosity Shop, Barnahy Rudge, Amer- 
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ican Notes, Martin Chuzzlezvit, A Christmas Carol,* The Chimes,* Domhey and 
Son, * David Copperjield, A Tale of Two Cities,^ etc. 

Disraeli, Benjamin (1S05-1SS1), Earl of Beaconsfield, statesman and novelist. Author 
of Vivian Grey,* The Young Duke, Lothair, etc. 

Disraeli, Isaac (1766-1848), father of the above. Author of The Curiosities of Literal 
ture,* and other works. 

Drayton, Michael (1563-1631), poet. Author of Polyolbion, The Barons' Wars, The 
Shepherd's Garland, etc. 

Drummond, Professor Henry. Author of Natural Law in the Spiritual World. 

Dryden, 'John (1631-1701), poet and dramatist. Author of Absalom and Achitophel, 
The Hind and the Panther, etc. ; translator of Virgil into English verse. 

Duflferin, Earl of, Frederick Temple Blackwood. Author of Letters from High Lati- 
tudes, etc. 

Edgeworth, Maria (1767-1849), novelist. Author of Castle Backrent,* Popular Tales,* 
The Dun, etc. 

Edinburgh Review, The, a famous quarterly, started in 1802. 

Eliot, G-eorge (1820-1SS0), novelist. Her real name was Marian Evans ; afterwards she 
became Mrs. Lewes, and later Mrs. Cross. Author of Scenes of Clerical Life,* Adam 
Bede,* The Mill on the Floss,* Silas Marner,* Bomola, Felix Holt, Middlemarch, 
Daniel Deronda. ^ 

Emerson, Ralph Waldo (1803-1880), American essayist and poet. Author of Essays, 
The Conduct of Life, Parnassiis, Selected Poems, etc. 

Encyclopaedia Britannica, the most esteemed work of the kind. The ninth edition, 
edited by Professor T. S. Baynes, who died in 1SS7, and Professor Robertson 
Smith, was completed in 1889. 

Fargus, P. J. See Conway, Hugh, which was his nom deplume. 

Farjeon, B. L., novelist. Author of At the Sign of the Silver Flagon, Jessie Trim, 
Miser Farehr other,* A Secret Inheritance, London's Heart. 

Farrar, The Ven. Frederic William, Archdeacon of Westminster ; voluminous writer 
on language and theology. Author of the school stories, Eric, Julian Home, St. 
Winifred's, or the World of School. Also of Chapters on Language, Greek Syntax, 
The Life of Christ, The Life and Works of St. Paul, The Early Days of Christi- 
anity. 

Fenn, G. Manville, novelist. Author of Pretty Polly, Black Blood,* Thereby Hangs a 
Tale, Clerk of Portwick, Book of Fair Women. 

Ferrier, Susan Edmonston (1782-1854), novelist. Wrote Marriage, The Inheritance, 
Destiny, or the Chiefs Daughter. 

Fielding, Henry (1707-1754), novelist. Author of Tom Jones,* Amelia, etc. 

Fitzgerald, Percy. Author of Life and Times of George IV., The Beal Lord Byron, 
The Life and Times of John Wilkes, M.P. 

Fraser’s Magazine, a periodical established in 1830. 

Freeman, Edward Augustus, D.C.L., historian. Author of The History of the Nor- 
man Conquest, Growth of the English Constitution, etc. 

Froude, James Anthony, LL.D., historian and essayist. Author of The History 
of England from the Fall of Wolsey to the Death of Elizabeth, Short Studies on 
Great Subjects, Oceana,* Coesar : a Sketch.* 

Gaskell, Mrs. (1811-1805), novelist. Author of Mary Barton, The Moorland Cottage, 
Wives and Daughters,* North and South.* 

Gentlemen’s Magazine, The, a well-known periodical, started in 1731, and still 
published. 

Gladstone, William Ewart, statesman, orator, and essayist. Author of Juventus 
Mundi, On Ecce Homo," Gleanings of Past Years, etc. 

Gleig, George Robert (1796-1888), miscellaneous writer. Author of The Subaltern, pte 
Life of Lord Clive, TIw Life of Warren Hastings, The Life of the Duke of Welling- 
ton, The Military History of Great Britain. 
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(xOldsmiti., Oliver (1728-1774X novelist, poet, and miscellaneous writer. Author of The 
Vicar of Wakefield f The Citizen of the World, etc. 

CrOOd Words, a montlily magazine, started, with Dr. Norman Macleod as editor, in 
1860. 

Orant, Anne, poetess and miscellaneous writer. Wrote Memoirs of an American Lady, 

Grant, A. 0. Author of Description of the Red Spider, Green Fly, etc., Last Hundred 
Years of English Literature. 

Grant, R., American novelist. 

Graves, Richard (1715-1804), miscellaneous writer. Best known for his SplrihuU 
Quixote. 

Green, John Richard (1S37-1SS3), historian. Author of A History of the English 
People, The Making of England. 

Greg, William Rathhone (1809-1881), miscellaneous writer. Author of The Creed of 
Christendom; The Great Duel: its Meaning and Results; Cassandra, or Rocks 
Ahead. 

Guardian, The, a periodical publication, edited by Richard Steel in 1713. Also the 
name of a Church paper in England. 

Guthrie, Dr. Thomas (1803-1873), religious and miscellaneous writer. First editor of 
The Sunday Magazine. 

Haoket, John (1592-1670), Bishop of Lichfield and Coventry. Wrote Christian Con- 
solation, A Life of Archbishop Williams, and Sermons. 

Haggard, H. Rider, novelist. Author of She,^' Solomon's Mines, Jess,* Dawn,* Alan 
Quatermain,* etc. 

Hakewill, George (1579-1649), theologian. 

Haliburton, Thomas Chandler (1796-1865). Author of Sain Slick the Cloekmakcr,* a 
satire on Nova Scotian ways and things 

Hallam, Henry (1777-1859), historian. Author of View of the State of Euro 2 >c in the 
Middle Ages, Constitutional History of England from the Accession of Henry VII. 
to the Death of George II. 

Hardy, Thomas, novelist. Author of The Woodlandcrs,'^ Far from the Madding Crowd, 
Two on a Tower, The Mayor of Casterbridge..'' 

Harper’s Monthly, a New York monthly periodical. 

Harte, Francis Bret, American poet and humourist. Author of The Luck of Roaring 
Camp, Songs without Sense, etc. 

Hawthorne, Nathaniel, American novelist (1804-1864). Author of The Scarlet Letter,'^ 
Tlhe House of the Sevan Gables, Grandfather's Chair,* Mosses from an Old Manse. 

Hayward, Sir John (died 1527), historian. Author of Lives of Three Xorman Kings of 
England, The Complete History of Edward IV., etc. 

Eazlitt, William, essayist and critic (1778-1830). 

Herbert, George, poet and theological writer (1593-1G33). Wrote TJtc. Temple, The 
Country Parson, etc. 

Holmes, Oliver WendelL Author of numerous prose and poetical works— '77(c Autocrat 
of the Breakfast Table,*' The Professitr at the Breakfast Table,' 'The Poet at (he 
Breakfast Table,* etc. 

Hood, Thomas (1799-1845), poet and humourist. Author of The Dream of Eugene 
Aram, The Song of the Shirt-, etc. 

Hook, Theodore Edward (1788-1841), novelist, humourist, and miscellaneous writer. 

Hooker, Richard (1553-lCOO), theologian. Author of The Laws of Ecclesiastical Poliiy. 

Horsley, Samuel (1733-1808), Bishop of St. David’s, Rochester, and St. Asaph, theo* 
logian. 

Howell, James (1594-1665), miscellaneous writer. Wrote Poems on Dicers Emergent 
Occasions, Instructions for Foreign Travel, etc. 

Howells, W. D., American novelist. Author of A Modern Instance, A Woman's 
Reason, April Hopes, The Lady of the Aroostook,*' The Rise of Silas Lapham,* The 
Minister's Charge.* A frequent contributor to Harper's Monthly. 

Hughes, Thomas, a county court judge. Author of Tom Brown's Schooldays,'^ Tom 
Brown at Oxford, Life of Bishop Fraser,* etc. 
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Hume, Fergus W., novelist. Author of The Mystery of a Eansovi Cab.* 

Illustrated London News, The, a London weekly paper, well known for the excellence 
of its illustrations. 

Inchbald, Elizabeth (1783-1821), novelist and dramatist. Author of A 3im.ple Story, 
Nature and Artf etc. 

Irving, Washington (17S3-1S59), American author. Wrote The Sketch-Book, Talcs of 
a Traveller, The Conquest of Granada, The Life of Oliver Goldsmith,"^ etc. 

Jackson, Catherine Charlotte, Lady, author of The Court of the Tviilcries, The 
Court of France in the Sixteenth Century* 

James, G. P, R. (1801-1SC0), voluminous author. Best known for his novels— Richelieu, 
The False Heir, Arabella Stuart, Rose d'Albret, Arrah Neil, Agincourt, The 
Snmggler, The Stepmother, Beauchamp, Heidelberg, The Gipsy, The Castle of 
Ehrenstein, Barnley, Russell, The Convict 

James, Henry, jun., American novelist. Author of The Americans, The Europeans, 
Daisy Miller, Roderick Hudson, The Madonna of the Future, Eugene Fickering, 
Confidence, Washington Square, The Portrait of a Lady, Foreign Parts, French 
Poets and Novelists, The Siege of London, Portraits of Places, A Little Tour in 
France, 

Jessopp, Augustus, D.B., essayist and reviewer in The Nineteenth Century, 

Johnson, Samuel, LL.D. (1700-1784), lexicographer, novelist, poet, and essayist. Wrote 
London, A Visit to the Hebrides, Rasselas, The Lives of the Poets, etc. 

Jonson, Ben (1574-1037), dramatist. Author of Every Man in His Humour, The Al- 
chemist, etc. 

Journal of Education, The, a London monthly magazine, devoted to educational 
topics. 

Keary, Annie, novelist. Author of Janefs Home, Oldbury,* etc. 

Kingsley, Charles (1819-1875), voluminous writer. Author of Alton Locke, The Water 
Babies, The Hermits, Hypatia,^ etc. 

Kingsley, Henry (1830-187C), novelist. Author of Geoffrey Eamlyn, Ravenshoe, etc. 

Lamb, Charles (1774-1834), poet and essayist. Author of Essays of Elia,* Tales from 
SJutkespearc, etc. “ Lamb’s style runs pure and clear.”— Hazlttt. 

Lecky, William Edward Hartpole, historian. Author of The History of Rationalism 
ill Europe, The History of European Morals, England in the Eighteenth Centumj. 

Lee, Nathaniel (1655-1002), dramatist. Wrote Nero, The Rival Queens, etc. 

Leisure Hour, The, a monthly magazine of general reading. 

L’Estrange, Sir Roger (1606-1704), voluminous writer. Author of A Brief History of 
the Times, etc. 

Lever, Charles James (1800-1872), Irish novelist. Author of The Adventures of Harry 
Lorvequer, Tom Burke of Ours,* Barrington, etc. 

Lewis, Sir George Cornewall (1800-1863), political and miscellaneous writer. Author 
of An Essay on the Influence of Authority in Matters of Opinion, etc. 

Lewis, Matthew Gregory (1775-1818), novelist, poet, and dramatist. Known as 
“ Monk” Lewis, from his first novel The Monk. 

Literary World, The, a weekly review of current literature. 

Locke, John (1032-1704), philosopher. Author of An Essay Coneemiing Human Xfnder- 
standing, Thoughts Concerning Education, etc, 

Lockhart, John Gibson (1704-18.54), novelist, biographer, and critic. Best known as 
the author of the Life of Sir Walter Scott. For some time editor of The Quarterly 
IteHcw. 

Longfellow, Henry Wadsworth (1807-1884), poet and prose writer. Author of Evange- 
line, Hiaiiuifha, etc. 

Longman^s Magazine, a popular monthly journal, started in 1883. 

Lowell, James Russell, American poet and essayist. Author of The Bigloio Papers, 
My Study Windom,* Poems, etc. 
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Lyttn Linton, Mrs. E., novelist and essayist. For long on the staff of The Saturdau 
Review. Author of The Rebel of the Family Faston Garcwf Under which Lord ? ^ 
lone, Patricia Kemble, etc. 

Lytton, Lord, Edward George Earle Lytton Bulwer-Lytton (1805-1873), novelist and 
poet. Author of The Caxtons, My Novel, The Last of the Barons, etc. 

Macaulay, Lord, Thomas Babington (1800-1859), historian, essajist, and poet. Author 
of History of England; Essays, from “ The Edinburgh Beview;” Lays of Ancient 
Rome, etc. 

M*0arthy, Justin, novelist and journalist. Author of A History of Our Own Ttmes,^ 
My Enemy's JDaughter, Camiola,* etc. 

Mackenzie, Henry (1745-1831), novelist and litterateur. Best known as author of The 
Man of Feeling."^ Editor of an Edinburgh periodical, The Lounger. 

Macmillan’s Magazine, a London monthly periodical, first edited by David Manns. 

Marryat, Captain (1792-1848), novelist. Wrote principally sea-stories. Author of 
Peter Simple, Jacob Faithful, Mr. Mid$hi%iman Easy,^ The Little Savage,* Pernval 
Keene.* “ An admirable writer, who would have stood in the first class of sea- 
scribes had he written nothing but Peter S«)jpZe.”~PnoFEssoii Wilson. 

Marryat, Florence, novelist, daughter of the above. Her married name- is Mrs. Boss- 
Church. Author of Open Sesa7ne/* A Little Stepson, Under the Lilies and 
Roses,* etc. 

Marzials, F., author of a book on Charles Dickens. 

Massinger, Philip (1 584-16^0), English dramatist. 

Maxwell Gray, the 7iom de plmne of the lady who wrote The Silence of Dean Mail 
land.* 

Melmoth, William (1710-1799), translator of Cicero's and of Pliny's Letters. 

Mill, John Stuart (1806-1873), philosopher and political writer. Author of A System 
of Logic, Essay on Liberty, An Examination of Sir William Hamilton's Philo- 
sophy, etc. 

Milton, John (1608-1674), poet and prose writer. Author of Comus, Lycklas, Paradise 
Lost, Paradise Regained. 

Mistletoe Bough, The, a Christinas publication, issued by the proprietors of BelgrarUi. 

Moore, Thomas (1779-1852), Irish lyric poet ; biographer of Lord Byron. 

Morison, J. Cotter (died ISSS), historian and essayist. One of the founders of The 
Fortnightly Revieiu. Wrote biographies of Gibbon and Macaulay for the English 
Men of Letters Series. His masterpiece is The Life a^ul Times if St. Bernard. 

Morley, Henry, Professor of English Literature in University College, Loudon. Author 
of Sunrise in Italy, and other Poems (1848), Ho7u to Make Home Unhealthy (1S5U), 
A Defence of Ignorance (1851); the Lives of Palissy the Potter (1852), Joromo Cardan 
(1854), Cornelius Agrippa (1S5G), and Clement Marot(1870); Memoirs of Bartholo- 
mew Fair (18.57), Fairy Tales (1859-00), English Writers (18C4-G7), Journal of a Lon- 
don Playgoer (iSdd), Tables of English Xitemritrs (1870), A First Sketch of English 
Literature* (1873). Editor of King and Coinrnons (1868), The Spectator (1868), 
Cassell’s Library of English Literature.* 

Morris, Charles (1740-1832), author of The Contrast, The Tojwr's Apology, and other 
well-known lyrics. 

Mulock, Dinah Maria, became Mrs. Craik ; died in 1887. Author of John Halifax, 
Gentleman,* A Noble Life, The Laurel Bush, A Woman's Advice to Wo 7 ncti, A Life, 
for a Life, Sermons Out of Church, and Poems. 

Murray, D. Christie, novelist. Author of Joseph's Coed, A Life's Atonement, Vul 
Strange, The Weaker Vessel, etc. 

Halrne, Baroness, Caroline Olipliant (1766-184.5), pocte.ss. Author of The. Land of the leal. 

Hares, Edward (1762-1847), miscellaneous writer. Author of Senmms on the Eridenexs 
of Christia7iit]!, Rcmai'hs o?i the Unitevrian Vcrsmi of the New Testament, and a 
novel Thinks I to MiyselfilSll). 

National Review, The, a Conservative monthly magazine, started in 1886. 

Nineteenth Century, The, a monthly literary review, started in 1877. 
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Norris, W. E., novelist. Author of Mademoiselle de Mersac, Matrimony No Neio Thing,* 
Major and Minor My Friend Jiin,^ Chris,* etc. 

North, Roger (1650-1733), miscellaneous writer. Author of Lives of the North Family, 
A Discourse on the Study of Laws, and Memoirs on Music. 

North American Review, The, an American monthly magazine. 

Observer, The, a weekly London newspaper. 

Oliphant, Mrs. Margaret, novelist, historian, and essayist. Author of the novels Mrs. 
Margaret Maitland (1849), Merhland (1851), Adam Graeme of Mossgray (1852), 
Barry Muir (1853), Magdalen Bepbumi (1864), Lillieslief (1855), Zaidec (1856), The 
Quiet Beart (1856), Chronicles of Carlingford, Agnes (1859), The Brovmlows (1868), 
The Minister's Wife (1869), John* (1870), Three Brothers (JQIl), A Son of the Soil 
(1870), Squire Arden (1871), Orribra (1872), At Bis Gates (1872), Innocent (1872), May, 
A Bose in June (1874), Love and Life (1874), Valentine and Bis Brothers (1875), 
The Curate in Charge (1876), Carita (1877), Mrs. Arthur (1877), Young Musgrave 
(1877), The Frimrose Bath (1S7S), Bester,* Within the Precincts (1879) ; also Memoirs 
of Edward Iming (1862), Francis d' Assisi (1870), and Montalembert (1872), Bis- 
torical Sketches of the Beign of George II. (1879), The Makers of Florence (1876), 
Dante (1877), Dress (1878), The Literary Bistory of England in the Nineteenth Cen- 
tury* (1882), A Little Pilgrim (1883), X7ic Land of Darkness (1887). A frequent 
contributor to Mac7nill<an's Magazine. 

Ouida, nom dc ylume of Miss Louise de la Ram(ie, novelist. Author of Wanda, Under 
Two Flags, Princess Najiraxioie, A Bainy June, Moth'S, Othmar, A Bouse Party, 
Strathmoi'e, Friendship, In Marnnna, Sigiia, Pazcarel, Ariadne, Chandos. A fre- 
quent contributor to The North American Bevieio. 

Pall Mall Gazette, The, a daily London evening paper. 

Palmer, Ray, miscellaneous writer. 

Payn, James, novelist. Author of Lost Sir Massingherd, Fallen Fortunes, TFhat Be 
Cost Ber, By Proxy, Less Black than TFe’rc Painted, Thicker than Water, The 
Canon's Wardj^ The Talk of the Tovon,* A Grape from a Thorn,* The Luck of the 
Darrells. 

Peter Pindar, the noin de plume of John Wolcot (1738-1819), satirist. Wrote The 
Apple Dumplings and a King, Peeps at St. James’s, etc. 

Pope, Alexander (1688-1744), poet. Wroto Pastorals, An Essay on Criticism, The Bape 
of the Lock, The Messiah, Windsor Forest, Translations of the Iliad and Odyssey, 
The Dunciad, Essay on Man, Imitations of Borace. 

Prescott, William Hickling (1700-18.50), American historian. Wrote The Bistory of 
the Beign of Ferdinand and Isabella the Catholic, The Bistory of the Conquest of 
Mexico, The Bistory of the Conquest of Peru, The Bistory of the Beign of Philip II. 
of SiHtin. 

Prior, Matthew (1064-1721), poet. AVrote The City and Country Mouse, Carmen Secu- 
lare, and Poems. 

Public Opinion, a weekly London journal, containing extracts from other papers. 

Quarterly Review, The, a Tory journal, started in London in 1809 as an opponent of 
The Edinburgh Beview. Gifford and Gibson Lockhart, Scott’s son-in-law, were its 
first editors. 

Raleigh, Sir Walter (1552-1618), voyager and historian. Wrote Tice Discovery of the 
Large, Beautiful, and Rich Empire of Guiana, A History of the World, Advice to 
My Bon. 

Randolph, Thomas (1606-1634), poet and dramatist. Wrote Aristippus ; or, The Jovial 
Lovers, The Jealous Lovers, Bey for Bonesty. 

Reade, Charles (1814-1883), novelist. Author of Teg Wofington, Christie Johnstone, 
It is Never too Late to Mend,* The Course of True Love never does run Smooth, 
Jack of All Trades;* Love Me Little, Love Me Long; The Cloister and the Bearth, 
Very Bard Cash,* Griffith Gaunt, A Terrible Temptation,* J Simpleton, The 
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Wandering Heir, A Hero and a Martyr, A TFoman Hater, A Pcriloiis Secret,^ 
* Good Stories of Men and other Animals.'^ 

Referee, The, a weekly London paper, devoted to sporting news and social gossip. 

Rice, James (died in 1S84), wrote, in conjunction with AV alter Besant, Pwady Money 
Mortiboy, The Golden Butterfly,^ They were Married. 

Richardson, Samuel (16S9-17G1), novelist. Wrote Pamela, Clarissa Harlowe, Sir 
Charles Grand ison. 

Roherison, Dr. William (1721-1793), historian; Principal of Edinburgh University. 
Author of The History of Scotland during the Reign of Queen Mary and of King 
James VI. till his Accession to the Croion of England; The History of the Reign of 
the Emperor Charles F., with a View of the Progress of Society in Europe, from the 
Subversion of the Roman Empire to the Sixteenth Century ; The History of America. 

Rochester, Earl of (1647-1630), John Wilmot. Wrote a tragedy called VaUntinian, 
and Poems. 

Ross, Alexander (1698-1784), schoolmaster and poet. Author of Helen ore; or, The 
Fortumte Shepherd, a Pastoral Tale in the Scottish Dialect, to which are added a 
few Songs by the Author. 

Russell, Dr. William Howard, journalist; distinguished as “ Special Correspondent” 
of The Times newspaper during the Crimean War. Author of Letters from the 
Crimea (1855-56), Diary in India (1860), Diary North and South (1863), Diary in 
the East (1869), Diary in the Last Great TFar (1S73), Tour of the Prince of Wales 
in India (1877). Founder of The Army and Navy Gazette in 1858. Wrote also 
The Adventures of Dr. Brady, and HesperotJien,* Notes from the West. 

Russell, W. Clark, writer of sea-stories — John Holdsworth, Chief Mate,* Wreck of the 
“ Qrosmnorf Sailor's Sweetheart. 

St. Andrews Citizen, The, a weekly newspaper published in the university town of St. 
Andrews. 

St. James’s Gazette, The, a London evening journal. 

Sala, George Augustus, journalist and essayist; long on the staff of The Daily Tele* 
graph. The founder and first editor of Temple Bar, a monthly magazine. Author 
of The Seven Sons of Mammon, Captain Dangerous,'^ Quite Alone, The Two Privia 
Donnas, America in the Midst of the War, Two Kings and a Kaiser, A Journey Due 
North, Dutch Pictures, From Waterloo to the PenUisida, Piomc and Venice, William 
Hogarth, Paris Herself Again. 

Saturday Review, The, a London weekly journal of literature and politics. 

Sayce, Professor A. H., of Oxford. Author of several works on philology. 

Scotsman, The, the leading daily paper in Edinburgh. 

Scott, Sir Walter (1771-1832), poet and noveli.st. Author of The Lay of the Last 
Minstrel, Marmion, 'The Lady of the Lake, Rokehy, and The Waurlcy Novels.'^ 

Scottish Review, The, a quarterly journal, started in 1882. 

Scribner’s Magazine, an American monthly magazine. 

Shakespeare, William (1564-1616), dramatist. Wrote Lore's Labour's Lost, The 
Comedy of Errors, A Mids^invmer- Night's Dream, Two Gentlemen of Veronti, 
Romeo and Juliet, Venus and Adonis, The Rape of Lucreee, Richard IT., Rickard 
III., King John, The Merchant of Venice, The Taming of the Shrcir, Henry IV., 
The Merry Wives of Windsor, Henry V., Much Ado About Nothing, As You Jake 
It, Twelfth Night, All's Well that Ends Well, Othello, Macbeth, Khig Lear, Hamlet, 
Troilus and Cressida, Antony and Cleopatra, Coriolanus, Timon if Athens, Pericles, 
The Tempest, Cymbeline, A Winter's Tale, and Sonnets. 

Sharpe, Charles Kirkpatrick (1780-1851), author of Legends and other Poems, The 
Life of Lady Margaret Cumiinghame, The Genealogy of (he House ofSdotu 

Shell, Richard Lalor (1793-1851), Irish orator. 

Shirley, James (1594-1666), dramatist. Wrote The Brothers (1052), and nunicnms 
other plays. 

Smith, James and Horace, published in 1812 the Rijccted Addrmes, a scries f)f parodies 
on contemporary authors. 

Smollett, Tobias George (1721-1771), novelist and poet. Author of The Tears of Cnlc* 
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(Ionia, The Advice: a Satire, The Adventures of Peregrine Pickle, The Expedition of 
Humphrey Clinker, etc. 

SOTltli, Robert, D.D. (1G33-1716), famous preaclier and theologian. Wrote The Laity 
Instructed, Sermo^is,^ etc. 

Southey, Robert, LL.D. (1774-1843), poet-laureate, essayist, and historian. Wrote Wat 
Tyler, Joan of Arc, Thalaba the Destroyer, Madoc, The Curse of Kehaina, A Vision 
of Judy ment, Poems. Also in prose, Life of NelsoiW History of the Peninsular 
War, Essays Moral and PoUticed, The Booh of the Church, The Doctor.* 

Spectator, The, a London weekly review. 

Spencer, Herbert, philosophical writer. Has written The Proper Sphere of Govern- 
ment, Social Statics, Principles of Psychology; Essays: Scientife, Political, 
and Speculative; Classification of the Sciences, Principles of Biology, Spontaneous 
Generation, Recent Discussions in Science, Philosophy and Morals, The Study of 
Sociology, Descriptive Sociology, Sins of Trade and Commerce, Ceremonial Institu- 
tions, Data of Ethics, etc. 

Spenser, Edmund (1552-1699), poet. Author of The Shepherd's Calendar, The Faerie 
Queene, Prothalamion. 

Sterne, Laurence (1713-1768), novelist. Author* of The Life and Opinions of Tristram 
Shandy, Gent. ; A Sentimental Journey Through France and Italy, The History of 
a Warm Watchcoat. 

Stevenson, Robert Louis, novelist and essayist. Has wTittrn The Strange Case of Dr. 
JekijU and Mr. Hyde,"^ Treasure Island,^ The Merry Moi,^ Kidnapped,^ Prince 
Otto,* The Dynamiter,'' New Arabian Nights. 

Stillingfleet, Edward (1G35-1G99), Bishop of Worcester, theologian. Best known for 
his Sermons. 

Swift, Jonathan (1GG7-1745), Dean of St. Patrick’s, Dublin, satirist. Wrote The BatUe 
of the Books, Tale of a Tub, Travels of Lemuel Gulliver, Polite Conversation.* 

Symonds, J. A., historian and essayist. Author of The Renaissance in Italy, Sketches 
in Italy, etc. 

Taylor, Jeremy (IG13-1GG7), Bishop of Down and Connor and of Dromore, theologian 
and religious writer. Author of Holy Liviny and Dying, The Great Exemplar, 
Sermons. 

Temple, Sir William (1G28~1G9S), statesman and miscellaneous writer. Author of 
Miscellanea, Letters, etc. 

Temple Bar, a London monthly journal, started by G, A. Sala. 

Thackeray, William Makepeace (1811-1863), novelist and essayist. Wrote Vanity 
Fair,^ The History of Pendennis, Esmond, The Newcomes, The Virginians, A 
Shabby Genteel Story, ^ Philip, Catherine,* Denis Duval,* The Four Georges,* Round- 
about Papers,* The Irish Sketch Book,* The Parish Sketch Book.* 

Tillotson, John (1G30-I(]90j Archbishop of Canterbury; published The Rule of Faith, 
and Sermons. 

Time, a London monthly journal. 

Times, The, the greatest of the London daily newspapers. 

Trevelyan, Sir George Otto, statesman and author. Wrote Letters of a Coinpetition 
Wallah, C(i,\mipore, The Ladies in Parliament, Life of Lord Macaulay,* Early Life 
awl Times of Charles James F’oxJ Sir G. 0. Trevelyan is a nephew of Mac- 
a\ilay. 

Trollope, Anthony (1810-1883), novelist and miscellaneous writer. Author of The 
Warden,* liarchester Towers,* Doctor Thorne, Orley Farm, The Last Chronicle of 
Biirsei,* Phineas Finn,* The Vicar of BuUhampton,* Australia and New Zealand, 
South Africa,* Framley Parsonage* 

Twain, Mark, the nom de plume of Samuel Langhorne Clemens, American humourist. 
Author of The Innocents Abroad, The hinoccnts at Home, The Nev) Pilgrim's Pro- 
gress, Tom Sawyer, Huckleberry Finn. 

Tyndall, John, F.R.S., D.O.L., scientific investigator and writer. Author of The 
Glaciers of the Alps, Heat as a Mode of Motion, Lectures on Light, Lessons in Elec- 
tricity, etc. 
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Tytler, Sarah, the noni de plume of Miss Keddie, novelist. Author of Days of Yorey 
Tilt Diamond .Bose, Buried Diamonds f Nohlesse Oblige, A Garden of Women, Bell 

tTrc[Uhart, Sir Thomas (1613-1061), author of Tlie Jeioel, Logopandecteision. 

Verdant Green, hy Eev. Edward Bradley (1827-1889), whose nom de plume was “ Cuthbert 
Bede.” Also author of Glenereggan, The Curate of Cranston, Uatiins and Mutton's, 
etc. 

Wallace, Donald Mackenzie, journalist and miscellaneous writer. Author of Bussia, 
and other works. 

Walpole, Horace (1717-1797), a voluminous writer. Best known for^ his novel The 
Castle of Otranto, an'd for his Letters. 

Warren, Samuel, D.C,L. (1807-1877), novelist and miscellaneous writer. Author of 
Passages fro7n the Diary of a Late Physieian, Ten Thousand a Year,* etc. 

Watts, Isaac, D.D. (1674-1748), devotional writer and religious poet. Wrote Hymns, 
Philosophical Bssays, Evangelical Discourses. 

Wellington, Duke of (1769-1852), the conqueror of Napoleon Buonaparte. Known in 
literature for his Despatches. 

Whipple, Edwin Percy, American essayist and critic. Has published The Gmius 
and Writings of Macaulay, Essays and Beviews, Men of Marie,* etc. 

Whyte-Melville, G. J. (1821-1878), a voluminous writer of novels, treating mostly of 
sporting and country-house society— D-ipbi/ Grand, General Bounce,* Holmhy House, 
Market Sarborough, etc. Also of historical novels— Gladiators, a Eoman 
story, Sarehedon, The Queen's Maries. 

Wilson, John (1785-1854), wrote under the nom deplume “Christopher North;” Pro- 
fessor of Moral Philosophy in the University of Edinburgh. A large contributor 
to JSlachoood's Magazine. Author of several poems, and of Lights and Shadows of 
Scottish Life, The Trials of Margaret Lindsay, Bssays Critical and Imaginative, 
Becreations of Christopher North 

Windham, William (1750-1810), statesman and orator. 

Woloot, John, M.D. See Peter Pinda.r. 

Wood, Mrs, Henry (died 1887), wrote under the nom de plume oi “Johnny Ludlow.” 
Author of Bast Lynne, The Channmgs, Mrs. Halibuiion's Troubles, Os^cald, Anne 
Hereford, Boland York, Told in the Twilight;^ Helen Whitney's Wedding, and 
other Talcs ; * The Unholy Wish* Editor of the Argosy. 

Wordsworth, William (1770-1850), poet. Author of The Excursion, Yarroio Berisited, 
and other Poems ; The Borderers; Sonnets. 

Yates, Edmund Hodgson, novelist and journalist. Established The World magazine in 
1874. Author of Black Sheep,* Broken to Harness, Rtinning the Gauntlet, Kissing 
the Bod, Wrecked in Pori. 

Yonge, Charlotte Mary, writer of stories for girls. Author of Tlie Heir o/ BedcVffe, 
Heartsease, The Daisy Cham, The Chaplet of Pearls, Camm of English History, etc. 

Young, Edward (1684-1765), poet, dramatist, and prose writer. Best known for his 
Night Thoughts. 
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